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LEGISLATURE OF 1937-1939

ERNEST ARTHUR AMS. Tenth district. Member of the legislature in
~937. Born at. Omaha, December 17, 1896. ncestor came from England
ill 1~90. MarrIed Vera Christensen, October 11, 1928; one child. Attended
public schools, <?maha Municipal university, and Omaha College of Law.
Has been .athletlc coach. Is in the insurance business. Is member of the
CongregatIOnal church, Masonic lodge and the American Legion. Address:
Benson.

JOHN ADAMS, JR..Fifth di~trict. Member of house of representatives in
1935 and of the legtslature m 1937. Born at Columbia, South Carolina
August 14, 1905. Came .to Nebraska in 1923. Married Miss Singleton:
September 3, 1931; one ~~i1d. Has A.B. and LL.B. degrees from University
of Nebraska. Is a praCtlclllg attorney. Is member of Methodist church and
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. Addres: Omaha.

ROB.ERT McDOWELL ARMSTRONG. Second district. Member of the legis­
lature In 1937. Born at Auburn, April 29, 1892. Married Alma Grace
Plasters, May 6, 1914; two sons. Ancestors came from Ireland and Scot­
land about 170~. Attended public .schools of Auburn and Uni\'ersity of
Nebraska. Received LL.B. degree m 1913. Is an attorney. Was city at­
t<,>rney of Auburn for eight years; county judge of Nemaha county for
eIght years. Served as depart.me?t commander of the American Legion in
Nebra ka, 1932-33 and as dIStrict governor of Iowa-Nebraska district of
Kiwanis International 1930-31. Is a member of the Methodist church the
American L gion, ebraska State Bar Association, Kiwani club, Ma;onic
lodge, and Auburn chamber of commerce. Address: Auburn.

HU?H BENTON AS~MORE. T~irty-seventh district. Member of the legis­
lature III 1937. Born rn Red Willow county, February 13, 1881. Married
Ruth ~ther Hubbard, October 15, 1913. Attended county and grade
schools In Nebraska and Colorado and high school in East Denver Colo­
rado. as clerk in a steel corporation for eight years. Is a f rmer. 'Served
several terms as member of school board, and was 4-H club leader for five
years. s a protestant. Is a member of the Blue lodge, chapter and com­
mandery of A. F. & A. M. ddress: Palisade.

FRANK J. BRADY. Twenty-eighth district. Member of senate in 1935
and ?f th~ legislature in 1937. Born at Atkinson, September 15, 1894.
Marne~ MI~s Olson, July 12, 1930; one child. Attended public chools and
the UniverSIty of Nebraska. I a rancher and coal and grain dealer. Has
been member of city council, pre ident of the Nebraska division of the
Izaak y.ralton League. Is a Methodist. Is a member of Alpha Sigma Phi
fraterlllty and A. F. & A. M. lodge (Scottish Rite). Addres : Atkinson.

HENRY FERDINAND BRANDT. Twenty-first district. Member of house of
representatives in 1935 and of the legislature in ]937. Born in Germany,
June 20, 1882. Came to ebra ka in 1883. Married Miss Stellar, September
16, 1903; four children. Educated in Beatrice public chools. Is a farmer.
Has been justice of peace, assessor, director of school board, and member of
C:age c ~nty de~ocratic ommittee. Was president of Gage county exten­
sion serVice, chaIrman of 4-H Club of age county and chairman of corn
and hog program for Gage county. Address: Bea rice.

EMIL E. BRODECKY. Sixteenth district. Member of the senate in 1933
and 1935, member of the legislature in 1937. Born in Schuyler, June 26,
1885. Married Lucy M. Novak, October 14, 1908; three sons. Parents came
from zechoslovakia. Attended public schools; was graduated from
Howells high school in 1904 and from the University school of agriculture
in 1907. Is engaged in farming and dairying. Served as member of the
state militia for three years, on board of education three terms, and as
secretary-treasurer of Farmers' lumber and grain company at Howells for
seventeen years. Is a member of Z. C. B. J., of Howells band, and St.
John's church. Address: Howells.

PEARL LEROY CADY. EI venth district. Member of senate in 1935 and
of the legislature in 1937. Born at Bellwood, August 1, 1883. Married
Margaret Larson, September 17, 1910; thre children. English ancestry.
Attended Columbus high school, Fremont normal Veterinary college,
Kansas City, Missouri. Has taught school. Is a practicing veterinarian.
Has been mayor of village, president of f ir board and president of state
veterinary medical association. Is a member of ongregational church and
A. F. & A. M. lodge Knight Templar, Shriner), and Rotary International.
Address: Fremont.

SWAN CARL 0 • Thirty-sixth district. Mem r of house of repre entatives
in 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born in Urshult, Sweden. Came to
Nebraska in ]893. Married Miss 01 on, in 1901; eight children. Educated
in common schools of Swed n. Is a farmer. Has served on school district
and township boards. Is member of Lutheran church and Master Farmers'
Club of Nebraska. Address: Funk.

EARL ILFRED CARPE TER. hir y-second district. Member of the
legislature in 1937. Born at Dougl s, July 10, 1894. Marri d Olive race
Reeve, December 23, 1917. Att nd d Douglas high school and Nebraska
Wesleyan univer ity. Is a farmer. Was director of Glenwood telephone
company. Served as second-lieut nant, U. S. infantry during the World
war. Is member of the Methodist church, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Farmers' Union, American Legion, and Taxpayers' league. Address: Guide
Rock.

FRED L. CARSTEN. Third di trict. Member of the senate in 1935 and
of the legislature in 1937. Born in Otoe county November 25, 1886. Is of
French and German descent. Married Nancy Ethel Fleshman, May 3~

1911; one s n. Attended rural schools near voca, Iowa Wesleyan uni­
versity, Lincoln Business college, and the Nebraska State College of agri­
culture. Is a farmer. Has served a secretary and treasurer of the Farmers'
mutual telephone company and director of ehawka oil company. Has.
been precinct assessor and president of the Cass county fair for five years.
Is a member of the Congregational church, A. F. & A. M. and I. O. O. F.
lodg s. Address: Avoca.

JOHN H. COMSTOCK. ineteenth distri t. Member of the house of
representatives in 1931, 1933 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born in
Lincoln, March 28, 1904. Ancestry English, French and Scotch Irish.
Married Phyllis K. Jones, October 5, 1936. Educated in Lincoln public
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schools .and University of I ebraska where he received the B.Sc. of B.A.
degree ill 1924, and LL.B. with "cum laude" in 1927. Is a member of
the. U~iversity "N" clu? Is a practicing lawyer. Is member of the
Umtanan church, of Phi Alpha Delta, Alpha Kappa Psi and Order of
the Coif. Address: Lincoln. '

CHARLES A. DAFOE. First district. Mem.ber of the senate in 1935 and
of.the ~egislature in 1937. Born at Tecumseh, September 22, 1901. Married
Miss FlOdley, June 26, 1924. Ancestors were Dutch and Gennan. Received
A.~. dewee }rom Nebraska Wesleyan university and LL.B. degree from
Umverslty Ol Nebrask~. Was city attorney four years and county attorney,
John on county for eight years. Is a member of th Methodist church
Theta Phi Sigma, Phi Alpha Delta A. F. & A. M. and Knights of pythias:
Address: Tecumseh.

WILLIAM H. DIERS. Twenty-fourth district. Member of the house of
representatives in 1933, 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at
Ulysses, May 27, 1890. Married Marjorie Berryhill, November 29 1916·
two sons.. Attended University of Nebraska, 1909-1911. I in the ~enerai
merchandise bustness. Is a member of the Presbyterian church Delta Tau
Delta fraternity, 1. O. O. F. and A. F. & A. M. lodges. Addres~: Gresham.
. LESTER L. DUN . !wentie~h district. Me~ber of house representatives
In 1935 and of the legislature In 1937. Born In Atlantic, Iowa, November
29, 1890. ~ame to Nebraska in 1910. Married Aetna Eakin, June 4, 1919.
Anc~stry Insh ~nd Ger.man. Attended Lincoln academy, Valparaiso uni­
versity, Valparals~, Indiana, and University of Nebraska. I a practicing
attorney.. Was chief of bureau of workmen's compensation. Is member of
Presbytena.n church,. A.. F. & A. M. ~odge (Scottish Rite, thirty-second
degree), LI~coln UmvefSlty Club, Amencan Legion, chamber of commerce.
Address: LlOcoln.

T~ACY T. ~ROST. .Twenty-ninth district. Member of house of repre­
sentatlve, speCial seSSIon, October, 1935 and of the legislature in 1937.
Born a~ Elkhorn, October 13, 1886. Married Miss Anderson, April, 1919;
one duld. Ancestry, Engltsh. Attended public schoo!. Is a farmer. Has
been member of city council and road overseer. Is a member of Lutheran
church. Address: St. Pau!.

HA;RRY E. GANTZ. Forty-first district. Member of the legislature in 1937.
Born III Osborne county, Kansas, May 20, 1886. Moved to Alliance in
1905. Married Pearl Mitchell, October 14, 1908. Received LL.B. degree
from Creighton law chool in 1916. Is a practicing attorney. Served
twelve years on the board of education of Alliance. Is a member of the
Episcopal church, Delta Theta Phi fraternity, A. F. & A. M. (Scottish Rite,
Conunandery and Thirty-second degree) and El.ks lodges. Address:
Alliance.

~ELAND HALL. Thirty-first district. Member of the senate, special
seSSIon, October, 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at Elkhorn,
May 6, 1894. Married Hazel A. Parks, June 23, 1920; two children. Is
a grad~ate of Roseland high school and Hastings college. Received A.B.
degree III 1915. Is a banker. "Vas village clerk nineteen years, member of
the school board eleven years, secretary Glenwood telephone company ten

years and member of the Democratic state central committee. Is a mem­
ber of the Methodist hurch, the Masonic, Knights of Pythias and U. C. T.
lodges. Address: Roseland.

WILLIS F. HAYCOCK. Thirty-fifth district. Member of the bouse of
representatives in 1933 and 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born in
Edmundston, New Brunswick, Canada, March 28, 1889. Came to Ne­
~raska in 1890. Married Ethel MacFarlane; two children. Ancestry, Eng­
lIsh. Attended Callaway public schools, Lincoln academy, and University
of Nebraska. Is president of Callaway Milling and Electric Company. Is
member of Episcopal church, A. F. & A. M. (Past Master, Scottish Rite,
Shrine), American Legion (past county commander), Rotary. Address:
Callaway.

RUFUS MELVIN HOWARD. Thirty-ninth district. Member of the house
of representatives in 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at Grant
City, Missouri, May 23, 1888. Came to ebraska in 1909. Married
Florence M. Wingerd October 31, 1915· two children. Ancestry, English.
Attend d University of Missouri and University of Nebraska. Is a ranch­
man. Was member 0 - 'chool board twenty-three years and county com­
missioners two terms. Is a member of Methodist church. Address: Flats.

Roy W. JOHNSON. Thirty-fourth district. Member of the legislature in
1937. Born at Weeping Water, June 19, 1882. Ancestry, English. Married
Miss Maddox, May 22, 1902. Attended Sunlner high school and Lincoln
business college. Has been merchant and banker. Is a rancher. Served on
school board at Sumner for twelve years, on school board in Buffalo
county fifteen years, and was township clerk for twelve years. Is member
of A. F. & A. M. and Eastern Star. Address: Miller.

WALTER RICHARD JOHNSON. Fourth district. Member of house of rep­
resentatives in 1925, 1931, 1933 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at
Omaha, October 30, 1897. Ancestry, Swedish. Married Mary V. Burt,
June 17, 1924; four children. Attended Omaha public schools, University
of Nebraska and Creighton university law schoo!. Is an attorney. Is
member of Lutheran church, Sigma Phi Epsilon and Delta Theta Phi
fraternities, American Legion, Omaha and Nebraska bar associations. Was
lieutenant in the air service during World war, and is major in Air Corps
Reserve. Address: Omaha.

JOHN KNICKREHM. Thirtieth district. Member of the legislature in
1?37. Born in Grand Island January 18, 1890. Ancestry, German. Mar­
ned Emma Stoppkotte, August 20, 1913; three children. Mrs. KI)..ickrebm
died, December 20, 1921. Married Raamah Schwartz, June 17, 1926. Ser­
ved three terms on the city council and was president of the Nebraska
Grocers' Association in 1927 and 1928. Was educated in the Grand Island
schools. Is a retail grocer. Is a member of the Lutheran church, Grand
Island chamber of commerce, Federation of Nebraska Retailers, National
Grocers' Association, Elks and Masonic lodges, Order of the Eastern Star,
Plattedeutche Verein, Liederkranz Society, Traveler's Protective Associa­
tion, Woodland country club, and Rotary club. Address: Grand Island.

PATRICK J. McMAHON. Eighth district. Member of the hQuse of rep­
resentatives in 1927, 1929, 1931, 1933 and of the legislature in 1937. Born



27 BRASKA BLUE BOOK, 193 LE I LATOR 279

in Omaha, March 17, 1888. Married Annie Tague, March 29, 1907; seven
children. ttended Omaha p blic schools. Is a clerk in county treasurer's
offi e. Is a member of Ca holic church. Address: Omaha.

THUR L. ILLER. Forty-third district. Member of the legislature
in 1937. Born in ierce county, May 24, 1892. Was married in June,
1934; one child. Was graduated from Plain iew high school in 1911; at­
tended University of Nebraska for one year was graduated from Loyola
univer ity medical school in Chicago, in 1918. Has M.D. and F.A.C.S.
degrees. Is a physician and surgeon. Has se ed a mayor of Kimball;
was member of school board for ten years; was dis rict governor of Ne-

raska Lions clubj and county commander of the merican Legion. Is
member of the Methodist church, A. F. & A. M. (32nd degree and Shrine),
Kni hts of Py hias, and fellow in the American College of Surgeons.
Address: Kimball.

LESLIE B. MURPHY. Forty-second district. Member of the legislature in
1937. Born at Humansville, Missouri, October 24, 1884. Came to Nebraska
in 1 16. Married Lillie B. Dippel, December 12, 1906; one child. Attended
Blees military academy and William Jewell colJeg . Is a m rchant. Has
been member of city council at &ottsbluff. Is member of Masonic and Elks
lodges. Address: Scottsbluff.

E. EUBAU R. Thirty-third di trict. Was member of house of rep-
resentatives in 1925 1927, 1929, of the senate in 1931, 1933 and of the
legi lature in 1937. rn at Oxford, in 1885. Ancestry, German. Educated
in the public school and Hastings college. Married nnetta Davis, ovem·
ber 22, 1906' two children. Has been in hardw e business. Is a farmer
and tock raiser. Is member of the school board. Has been township clerk,
presid nt of Farmer' elevator for five years, secretary-treasurer of Farmers'
Butter factory f r three years. Is member of Pr byterian church and
Modern Woodmen lodge. Address: Orleans.

J H TATIIANIEL ORTON. Twenty-fifth district. Memb r of the
bouse 0 representatives in 1911, 1913, 1915, 1917 and member of the legis­
lature in 1937. Born in Polk county, May 12, 1878. Married Selma Jose­
phine Floodmanj two children. Attended public school of Polk county,
Bryant ormal, Nebraska Wesleyan and niversity of Nebraska here he
received A.B. d gree in 1903. Is interested in farming. Served as county
clerk and recorder four years, and was twice mayor of Osceola. Was
member of the constitutional convention, 1919-1920; Democratic n minee
for governor, 19 4; r presenta i e in congress 1927-2 and 1931-33. Was
president of Nebraska farm bureau federation and Chautauqua and lyceum
lecturer. Is member of Methodist church and Woodmen lodge. Address.
Polk.

L. C. NUERNBERCER. Thirteenth district. Member of house of repre­
sentatives in 1931, 1 35 and of the legislature in 1937. Born in Buckley,
Jllinois, February 16, 1879. Ancestry, German. Came to Nebraska in
1883. Marri d Amy Leonard, January 16 1907; four children. ttended
public schools, Nebraska ormal college and University of N braska.
Was a merchant and vice pr i ent of the First national bank. Served as
member of board of education for twenty-one year. Is member of Presby-

terian church and Masonic lodg (York Rite and Shrine). ddress: Wake­
field.

CARL HENRY PETERSON. Fifteenth district. Member of the legislature
in 1937. Born at rgyle, Wi consin, Oct~ber 5, 1895. CaJ?e to ~ebraska~
1901. Ancestry, Norwegian and Darush. Educated m NelIgh public
schools, University of Nebraska where he received L.. degree. Is a
lawyer. Has been county attorne , Madison county.. Is a member of
Episcopal church, American I gion and Veterans of Foreign wars. Address:
Norfolk.

JOHN B. PETERSON. Seventeenth district. Member of the house of rep­
resentatives in 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at Omaha, .August
12, 1899. Married Inez M. Issac, March 16, 1935. Ancestry, Danish and
English. Attended Ashland high school. Is a truck farme.r. Is. a me~ber
of Presbyterian church, A. F. & A. M. (32nd degree, &oltlsh Rite, Shnne,
Past master Pomegranate lodge), and 1. O. O. F. lodges. Address: Ashland.

HAR1l.Y LEON PIZER. Thirty-eigbth district. Member of house of rep­
resentatives in 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. lorn at North Platte,
January 1, 1898. Ancestry, Jewi~. A;ttended North Platte hi~h s~hool,
Wentworth military academy, UmvefSlty of Nebraska and UOlverslty of
Colorado. Is a realtor. Has been a merchant. Affiliated with Hebrew
church. Is member of American Legion, Forty and Eight, B. P. O.
and North Platte country club. ddre s: orth Platte.

RICHARD C. REGAN. Twen -sixth district. Member of house of rep­
resentatives in 1911-1917, 1923-1931, of the senate 1935, and of the legis­
lature in 1937. Born at Malden, Illinois, ptember 25, 1863. Came to
Nebraska in 1871. Married gnes Keating, January 14, 1920. Ancestry,
Irish. Is member of atholic church, Knights of olwnbus, E.lks, T. O. E.,
A. O. U. W., and Modern Woodmen of America. Address: Columbus.

JOHN D. REYNOLDS. Fourte nth district. Member of the senate in 1935
and of the legi lature in 1937. om in Vermont, June 10, 1870. Came. to
Nebraska in 1890. Married Annie Ortman, November 30, 1899; nme
children. Ancestry, &otch Irish. Educated in public schools. Is a f~rmer.
Has been in mercantile business and was a police officer. Served as dlfector
of chool district twelve years. as member of State board of the farmers
union of Nebraska, twelve years, member of the Livestock ~oar~ of Si0u:'
City, Iowa, twelve years; and member of the Farmers umon credit
corporation twelve years. Address iobrara.

OSCAR EDWlN SCHULTZ. Twenty-seventh district. Member of senate in
1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at Elgin, ~ctober.31, 1898. Mar­
ried Merle Farris, October 4, 1928. Attended Elgm public schools. Is. a
farmer. Is a member of the board of directors of Antelope county fair.
Is a Presbyterian, a member of A. F. & A. M. lodge and Elgin Commercial
club. Address: Elgin.

ALOIs SUPICKA. Twenty.third district. Member of senate in 1935 and
of the legislature in 1937. Born in Saline c0Wl:ty, February 13, 1875.
Married Antonie Melichor, Ma 21, 1895; four children. Ancestors came
from Czechoslovakia in 1863. Attended country school. Has been county
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clerk and mayor of Wilber. Is a Catholic. Is member of Knights of
Pythias, Eagles and Z. C. B. J. Address: Wilber.
. A~LEN A. STRONG. Fortieth .district.. Member of house of representa­

tives III 1933, 1935 and of the legLslature m 1937. Born in Canadice, Ontario
county, New York, May 9, 1884. Came to Nebraska when he was two
years old. ~arried Alyce M. Leverenz, September 5, 1916; four children.
Ancestors rrugrated from Ireland about 1800. Edu ated in Gordon high
school and summer normals. Is engaged in stock raising. Was postmaster
at ~ordon from 1922 to 1932. Has been a farmer, teacher, bookkeeper,
cuno dealer and in government service. El.as been a member of Gordon
city council, board of education and a police magistrate. Is a Baptist, a
member of A. F. & A. M., and, 1. O. O. F. lodges. Address: Gordon.

AMos THOMAS. Ninth district. Member of the leO"islature in 1937. Born
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Augllst 30, 1882. Came;o Seward county Ne­
braska in 1886. Marri~d Gertrude Owen, August 25, 1917; three daug11ters.
Anc stors came to thlS country before the Revolutionary war, from Scot­
land, England and Wales. Educated in the public schools and the Uni­
verstty of Nebraska where he received LL.B. degree in 1909. Is an attorney.
Was f?rmerly a ~ood preservat~on. ngineer with the federal government
and with the Burlington and IllmOls Central railroads. Served as assistant
a~torney gener.al.of Nebras~a, 1919-1920; as chairman of Omaha municipal
alrp?rt COmll1lSSlOn, a Bng. General of Nebraska National Guard and
Natlonal Guard of the U. S. Is a member of the Methodist church Masonic
lodge and the American legion. Address: Omaha. '

CHARLES F. TVRDIK. Seventh district. Member of senate special session
OctoJ;er, 1935 and o~ the legislature in 1937. Born at Omaha, May 9, 1903:
Marne? Agnes Cecdla Vond~a, June 6~ 1927; three childr~n. Ancestry
Bohemlan. Mother came to thls country 111 1886, father in 1892. Attended
parochial s.chool, Sout.h high school and Boyles Business College. Does
stenographic and clencal work for the U mon Pacific R. R. Has been
president of South-East Progressive Improvement Club. Is member of the
Catholic church, Bohemian Catholic Workmen and Catholic Sokol.
Address: Omaha.
. E.. M. VON SEGGERN. Twelfth district. Member of house of representa­

tlves lil 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at Hooper February 78
1882. Married Margaret Romberg, January 2, 1908; three 'sons. Pare~t;
came from Germany. Attended Hooper high school and Fremont 'ormal.
Is editor and publisher. Has served on city council and as president of
West Point community club. Is member of A. F. & A. M. lodge. Address:
West Point.

CHARLES JOSEPH WARNER. Eighteenth district. Member of the house
?f representatives, 1901-1905, of the enate 1919-1935, and of the legislature
lil 1937. Born in Lancaster county in 1875. ncestry, Swedish. Attended
Lutheran academy in 18?1-1~92, Lincoln normal university, 1894, and
graduat<~d from the UilIverstty of Nebra ka in 1899, and from the
Columbian law school, Washington, D. C. in 1902. Me. Warner is a
p~ogressi~e farmer. Is member of Congregational church, Masons (Scottish
Rlte, Krnghts Templar), and Modern Woodmen. Address: Waverly.

FRANKLIN STEWART WELLS. Twenty-second district. Born in Putnam
county, Ohio, January 7, 1865. Came to Nebraska in 1879. Married Estella
May Beach, September 2, 1886; seven children. Ancestry, English and
Scotch. Educated in grade and high schools. Is a farmer. Has served on
school board for thirty-five years. Assessor for seven years. Was member
of the house of representatives in 1923, 1927, 1929, 1931, 1933, of the
senate in 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Is a member of the Christian
church and the Modern Woodmen of America. Address: Fairbury.

WILLIAM E. WORTHING. Sixth district. Member of house of representa­
tives in 1935 and of the legislature in 1937. Born at Omaha, July 28, 1909.
Attended Omaha public schools and Creighton University where he re­
ceived degrees of Ph.B and LL.B. Is an attorney. Is member of Catholic
church. Address: Omaha.




