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2 PREFACE
Preface

This is the 48th edition of the Nebraska Blue Book since it was first published in
1899. The book has been published biennially in odd-numbered years since 1919.

The Blue Book details the structure of federal, state and local government in Ne-
braska and includes biographies of elected officials and judges. The book also contains
constitutional, historical and statistical information about Nebraska, as well as informa-
tion about the state’s geography, economy, people and culture. The information was
obtained through research and from information provided by various agencies and
individuals. Information was accurate as of Jan. 1, 2007.

Print copies of the 2006-07 Blue Book are available from the Clerk of the Legislature’s
Office, State Capitol, Room 2018, P.O. Box 94604, Lincoln NE 68509-4604, phone
(402) 471-2220 or (402) 471-2788.

A special thanks to all those who provided information and helped in the produc-
tion of this edition of the Blue Book.

Lauren Adams, Editor
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NEBRASKA

The Cornhusker State

Early explorers once described Nebraska and the surrounding area as a “Great
Desert.” Little did they realize that the state would later become a breadbasket for the
nation and much of the world.

The pioneers who settled Nebraska in the late 1800s deserve much of the credit
for transforming the state from a land considered unfit for cultivation to an agricultural
oasis. Promised free land by the federal government under the 1862 Homestead Act,
farmers stubbornly fought economic hardships, droughts and insects. In later years,
scientific farming methods and irrigation dramatically increased farmers’ yields and
brought prosperity to the state. Today, Nebraska ranks among the leading states in many
agricultural production categories.'

'See table of Nebraska agricultural rankings on Page 472.
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Uniguely Nebraskan

Nebraska At A Glance?

Location: North-central United States. Bordered by South Dakota on the north, Iowa
and Missouri on the east, Kansas on the south, and Colorado and Wyoming on the west
Elevation: Highest point, 5,424 feet (1,654 meters), in Kimball County. Lowest point,
840 feet (256 meters), in Richardson County

Area (Land and Water): 77,358 square miles (200,358 square kilometers); 16th largest state
Population: 1,758,787 (2005); 38th largest state

Attained Statehood: March 1, 1867 (37th state)

Origin of Name: From Oto Indian word “Nebrathka,” meaning “flat water” (the
tribe’s name for the Platte River, which crosses the state)

Nickname: Cornhusker State (from the method of harvesting or “husking” corn by
hand)

Motto: “Equality Before the Law”

Capital: Lincoln

Largest City: Omaha

Notable facts about Nebraska include:

® The American Institute of Architects declared Nebraska’s State
Capitol to be one of the modern architectural wonders of the
world.

® The US. Strategic Command, which manages the nation’s nuclear forces
in order to deter military attacks on the United States, has its headquarters at
Offutt Air Force Base near Bellevue.

® Nebraska has the western hemisphere’s largest area of sandhill grass-
lands, one of the most productive cattle-raising areas in the United States.

® Nebraska was the home or birthplace of William Jennings Bryan,
George Norris, Willa Cather, Mari Sandoz, John Neihardt, John ]. Per-
shing, Edward ]. Flanagan, William “Buffalo Bill” Cody, Henry Fonda,
Johnny Carson, Dick Cavett, Darryl F. Zanuck, Marlon Brando, Fred Astaire,
Malcolm X and Gerald Ford.

® Many pioneer and cattle trails crossed Nebraska, with people using such
landmarks as Scotts Bluff (now a national monument) and Chimney Rock,
both in western Nebraska. Chimney Rock was the landmark mentioned most
frequently in journal entries by travelers on the Oregon Trail.

2Sources: Statistical Abstract of the United States, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commetce; The Nebraska
Databook, Nebraska Department of Economic Development; “Nebraska: The Good 1ife, and More,” The NEBRASK Aland
Foundation Inc., 1998; University of Nebraska State Museum; Nebraska State Historical Society; Lincoln Journal Star.
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NEBRASKA’S STATE SYMBOLS?
State Seal and State Motto

The Nebraska Constitution provides for
a state seal that is to be kept by the secretary
of state and used by him or her officially as
directed by law. Legislation creating the original
state seal was passed in 1867.

The seal’s design is as follows: On the
right, a steamboat is ascending the Missouri
River. The Rocky Mountains are on the left. In
the background, a train of cars is heading to-
ward the Rocky Mountains. The mechanic arts
are represented by a smith with hammer and
anvil. Agriculture is represented by a settlet’s
cabin and sheaves of wheat. In the top of the
circle is the state motto: “Equality Before the
Law.” The citcle is surrounded with the words,
“Great Seal of the State of Nebraska, March 1st, 1867.”

State Flag
Nebraska’s state flag was designated by
legislative action in 1925. It consists of a repro-
duction of the state seal, charged on the center
in gold and silver on a field of national blue.
State law says no part of the state flag
is to be used as a business advertisement or
trademark, and insulting the flag is forbidden.
State law also requires the flag to be displayed
under or to the left of the U.S. flag on or near
the State Capitol, the governor’s mansion, all
courthouses, city or village halls, schoolhouses
and other public administrative buildings.
The original flag is displayed in the Office
of the Secretary of State in the Capitol. A his-
torical scrapbook about the flag, compiled by Mrs. B.C. Miller of Crete, is on microfilm
at the Nebraska State Historical Society.

* Except where noted, sources for state symbol information are: “Nebraska State Symbols,” Nebraska State Histotical
Society; Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; Conservation and Survey Division, University of Nebraska-Lincoln;
Nebraska Secretary of State Office; Nebraska Governor’s Office.
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State Name

Nebraska has had two official state names: the “Tree Planters’ State” and the
“Cornhusker State.”

Nebraska was designated the “Tree Planters’ State” by legislative action in 1895.
Nebraska’s claim to tree-planting fame includes the founding of Arbor Day in 1872
by J. Sterling Morton of Nebraska City, the Timber Culture Act of U.S. Sen. Phineas
W. Hitchcock in 1873 and the millions of trees planted by eatly settlers as windbreaks,
woodlots and orchards.

The 1945 Legislature changed the official state name to the “Cornhusker State,”
thus repealing the 1895 act. The name is derived from the nickname for the University
of Nebraska athletic teams, the Cornhuskers. The term “cornhusker” comes from
the method of harvesting or “husking” corn by hand, which was common before the
invention of husking machinery.

State Flower

The goldenrod (Solidago serotina) was de-
clared the state flower by legislative action in
1895. Numerous species of goldenrod grow
throughout the state. The goldenrod is an
erect, coarse-looking perennial herb that is
usually about two or three feet tall. The small
flower heads, which are almost always yellow
but sometimes have cream-colored or white
rays, are grouped into either elongated or
flattish clusters. The flowers appear from July
through October.

State Bird

The western meadowlark (Szrnella neglecta)
was designated the state bird by legislative
action in 1929. The western meadowlark is
abundant throughout the state and is noted for
its joyous song. The birds are eight to 11 inches
long and are brown and streaked above, with
bright yellow underparts interrupted by a bold
crescent of black across the upper breast and
white outer tail feathers. The birds nest on the
ground in grassy fields or meadows and feed
largely on insects.
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State Tree

The American elm (Ulmns Americana 1..)
was named Nebraska’s first state tree in 1937,
but the 1972 Legislature named the cotton-
wood (Populus deltoides) as the state tree. The
cottonwood often is associated with pioneer
Nebraska. Several famous early landmarks
were cottonwood trees, and their shoots often
were collected by settlers who planted them
on their claims. Today, the cottonwood grows
throughout the state.

State Fossil

The mammoth was named Ne-
braska’s state fossil by legislative action
in 1967. Various species of the mam-
moth crossed the Bering Strait land
bridge and spread throughout most
of North America. Mammoths were
elephants, but some were larger than
the modern elephant. Early prehis-
toric people hunted the mammoth and
found the animal’s ivory tusks useful
in making tools and realistic etchings. Mammoth remains have been found in most
Nebraska counties. One mammoth found in Lincoln County, Archidiskodon imperator
matbent, was one of the world’s largest elephant fossils. It is displayed in the University
of Nebraska State Museum in Lincoln.

State Gemstone

Blue chalcedony, commonly called
the blue agate, was named Nebraska’s state
gemstone by legislative action in 1967. A
pale stone, blue chalcedony sometimes has
a dark internal form with bands of blue and
white and often has a colofless streak. Blue
agates often are used to make jewelry. The
blue agate can be found in northwestern
Nebraska, whete it formed in wind-blown
silt and claystone deposited in the Chadron
Formation of Oligocene Age.
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State Rock

The prairie agate was declared
the Nebraska state rock by legislative
action in 1967. Agate is a semiprecious
stone, and Nebraska has an abundance
of it, especially in the Oglala National
Grassland. Agate is a variegated quartz
noted for its layered varieties. In most
specimens, the bands are coarse and
differ in color and translucency, as well
as in compactness and porosity. The
prairie agate, distinguished from most
other agates because it seldom has these

bands, is still colorful, has a rounded irregular shape and is popular for jewelry.

Prairie agate is not native to Nebraska. It formed in sedimentary rocks in Wyoming

and South Dakota and subsequently eroded from these deposits and was carried into

Nebraska by streams.

State Insect

State Grass

Little bluestem (Schizachyrinm scoparium)
was designated the official state grass by
legislative action in 1969. Little bluestem, a
vigorous native prairie grass, grows throughout
the Great Plains and beyond. In central and
western Nebraska, it grows in bunches and
is sometimes called “bunch grass.” In some
areas, it also is known as “beard grass.” The
grass is an important native hay and forage
grass.

The honeybee (Apis mellifica) was named
the official Nebraska state insect by legislative
action in 1975. Honey production is a $3.1
million industry in Nebraska. In 1997, ac-
cording to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics
Service, there were about 61,000 colonies of
honeybees in the state producing more than
4 million pounds of honey.
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State Soil

The 1979 Legislature designated the official state soil to be soils of the Holdrege
series, classified as Typic Argiustolls, which are slightly to moderately alkaline and fine-
silty in texture. The mean average temperature of Holdrege series soil ranges from
50 to 56 degrees Fahrenheit. The mean average precipitation ranges from 18 to 24
inches per year. Holdrege soils are ideal for growing crops such as sorghum, wheat and
corn. This soil is most commonly found in south-central Nebraska and north-central
Kansas.

State Mammal
The 1981 Legislature designated the white-
tailed deer (Odocoilens virginianus) as the state mammal.
The white-tailed deer is a herbivorous hoofed mam-

mal found in farmlands, brushy areas and woods. If
alarmed, this deer raises its tail, exhibiting a conspicu-

ous flash of white that can communicate danger to
other deer or help a fawn to follow its mother in
flight. The feeding habits of white-tailed deer are
flexible: they graze on green plants; eat acorns, nuts
and corn in the fall; and browse on woody vegetation
in the winter. White-tailed deer hunting is a popular
recreational activity in Nebraska.

State Fish

On Sept. 13,1997, Gov. Ben Nelson
declared the channel catfish (Ietalurus
punctatus) to be the official state fish. The
channel catfish is a popular sport fish that
is often used for food. It has distinctive
barbels or “whiskers” that are covered
with taste buds. Its diet consists of aquatic
insects, crayfish, fish, frogs and plant
material. Channel catfish spawn during
summer in cavities created by tree roots or
rocks and often defend their nests.
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State American Folk Dance

On Sept. 19, 1997, Gow.
Ben Nelson declared the
square dance to be the official
state American folk dance.
Square dancing developed as
the nation progressed toward
the west. It became a popular
diversion from the hardships
settlers faced. Square dancing
is called, cued or prompted
to dancers. Related forms
include round dancing, clog-
ging, contra dancing and line
dancing.*

State Ballad

On Oct. 9, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared “A Place Like Nebraska” to be the

official state ballad. Sol Kutler composed the words and music.

A Place Like Nebraska

When I dream of my home
And the good folks I've known
I'm glad I’'ve grown up

In Nebraska

Cause the good life is there
With sun and fresh air
And neighbors who care
In Nebraska

Wherever you go, they all want to know
And someday someone will ask ya

So turn on your smile

Tell them life is worthwhile

When you’re bred and corn-fed in Nebraska

With cool winding streams
And good football teams
And jobs that are there for the asking

* Source: Nebraska State Square and Round Dance Association.
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With daughters and sons
Some real famous ones

All proud to be called a Nebraskan

‘Cause wherever you go, they all want to know
And someday someone will ask ya

So turn on your smile

Tell them life is worthwhile

When you come from a place like Nebraska

A soft falling snow
A warm fire’s glow
And a lifetime of memories to last ya

Of a cool summet’s breeze
And bright autumn leaves
Each season a joy in Nebraska

So wherever you go, you just let them know
‘Cause someday someone will ask ya

So turn on your smile

Tell them life is worthwhile

When you come from a place called Nebraska

State Historic Baseball Capital
On Oct. 9, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared St. Paul to be the official historic
baseball capital of Nebraska.

State Baseball Capital
On Oct. 9, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared Wakefield to be the official baseball
capital of Nebraska.

State Village of Lights
On Dec. 11, 1997, Gov. Ben Nelson declared Cody to be Nebraska’s official Vil-
lage of Lights.

State River
On Feb. 26, 1998, Gov. Ben Nelson declared the Platte River to be the official state
river. The Platte, formed by the junction of the North Platte and South Platte rivers
near the city of North Platte, flows east through central Nebraska into the Missouri
River. The stream is 310 miles (500 kilometers) long,
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The Platte is too shal-
low for navigation, but it is an
important source of water for
farm irrigation, municipal and
industrial uses, recreation and
hydroelectric power produc-
tion. The river also provides
habitat for sandhill cranes, other
migratory birds, fish and other
wildlife.

The Platte River valley has
been an important east-west Platte River in Early Spring
human transportation corridor
throughout history. The Oregon, Mormon and California trails, the Pony Express route,
the Union Pacific transcontinental railroad, the first transcontinental paved highway
(US. Highway 30) and Interstate 80 all have followed the Platte.

State Soft Drink
On May 21, 1998, Gov. Ben Nelson declared Kool-Aid to be the official state soft
drink. The fruit-flavored drink was developed in Hastings in 1927 by Edwin E. Perkins,
founder and president of the Perkins Products Co.>

State Beverage
On Sept. 10, 1998, Gov. Ben Nelson declared milk to be the official state beverage.
The dairy industry is an important part of Nebraska’s agricultural economy.

* Source: Adams County Historical Society.
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State Poet Laureate®
The 1921 Legislature named John G. Neihardt (1881-1973) as Poet Laureate of
Nebraska. Neihardt’s first book of poetry was published in 1908. In 1912, he began
writing “The Epic Cycle of the West,” consisting of five long narrative poems, and
this became his chief literary work. These poems are Neihardt’s substantial and unique
contribution to the history of Nebraska and the West.

State Poet’

William Kloefkorn of Lincoln was named Nebras-
ka’s first state poet by proclamation of Gov. Chatles
Thone on Sept. 11, 1982. Kloefkorn is an English
professor at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln.
Kloefkorn’s works have appeared in numerous periodicals
and newspapers. He has written 18 books, including A/in
Turner as Farmer, Uncertain the Final Run to Winter and Cot-
tonwood County. Kloefkorn assisted in starting Nebraska’s
Poets-in-the-Schools program, and he has given readings
and conducted workshops at colleges and universities
across the United States.

U.S. Poet Laureate

The Library of Congress named Garland resident Ted Kooser the U.S. Poet Laure-
ate for 2004-06. Kooser is the author of 10 poetry collections, including “Delights and
Shadows,” “Winter Morning Walks: One Hundred Postcards to Jim Morrison” and “Lo-
cal Wonders: Seasons in the Bohemian Alps.” Kooser has won many honors and awards,
including two National Endowment for the Arts Fellowships, the James Boatwright
Prize, a merit award from the Nebraska Arts Council and the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry
in 2005. He is a visiting English professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

State Song
The 1967 Legislature declared “Beautiful Nebraska,” composed by Jim Fras, to be
the state’s official song,

®The title “poet laurcate” remains with Neihardt. For more information and a photograph of Neihardt, sce his Ne-
braska Hall of Fame listing on Page 74.
7 Source: William Kloefkorn.
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State Song®
Beautiful Nebraska

The Official Nebraska State Song

Words by JIM FRAS

and GUY G. MILLER Music by JIM FR:
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SPECIAL DAYS IN NEBRASKA

Uniguely Nebraskan
Atbor Day’

Arbor Day is a nationally celebrated observance that encourages tree planting
and tree care. The first Arbor Day was celebrated in Nebraska in 1872, in response
to a state proclamation urging settlers and homesteaders to plant trees that would
provide shade, shelter, fruit, fuel and beauty for residents of the largely treeless
plains. On that first Arbor Day,
more than 1 million trees were
planted in Nebraska.

The Arbor Day idea was

promoted by J. Sterling Morton,
editor of the Nebraska City News.
He later helped the idea spread to
neighboring states and eventually
to all US. states and many other
nations.

Today, Arbor Day celebra-
tions are held all over the United
States, with the date determined
by the best tree planting times
in each area. In Nebraska, Arbor Day is observed on the last Friday in April,
which is also when National Arbor Day is observed. The National Arbor Day
Foundation, which encourages tree planting and environmental stewardship, has
its headquarters in Morton’s hometown of Nebraska City.

To learn more about the foundation and how to celebrate Arbor Day, visit
http://www.atborday.org;

Other Special Days"

George W. Norris Day: Jan. 5, to honor the longtime Nebraska politician

State Day: March 1, the day Nebraska joined the Union in 1867

Thomas Jefferson Memorial Day: April 13, to honor the U.S. president

Workers Memorial Day: April 28, in remembrance of the courage and integrity
of U.S. workers

State Fire Day: Friday before Fire Recognition Day in May, to call public attention
to the great damage that fire causes to life and property

? Source: National Arbor Day Foundation.
1 Source: Nebraska Revised Statutes.
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Fire Recognition Day: Second Saturday in May. Exercises appropriate for the
subject and day may be conducted by any fire department.

Pioneers’ Memorial Day: Second Sunday in June, in recognition of those who
served and sacrificed as pioneers in the settlement of Nebraska.

Nebraska Czech Day: First Sunday in August. The date coincides with the annual
Czech Festival at Wilber, which has been designated the Czech capital of Nebraska and
the United States.

John G. Neihardt Day: First Sunday in August, to honor the writer and Nebraska
poet laureate

Howard’s Day: Sept. 2, the birthday of John Howard, author of prison reform
throughout the world. Observed in the state’s correctional institutions.

American Indian Day: Fourth Monday in September, to honor the first residents
of Nebraska and recognize their contributions to the state

Pulaski’s Memorial Day: Oct. 11, to commemorate the death of Revolutionary
War hero Casimir Pulaski. The brigadier general died of wounds suffered in the siege
of Savannah, Ga., on Oct. 11, 1779.

White Cane Safety Day: Oct. 15, to recognize the importance of the white cane
as a symbol of independence for blind people and to remind citizens of the need to
keep streets, sidewalks and other public places safe and functional for people with
disabilities

Legal Holidays in Nebraska

New Year’s Day Jan. 1
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Third Monday in January
Presidents’ Day Third Monday in February
Arbor Day Last Friday in April
Memorial Day Last Monday in May
Independence Day July 4
Labor Day, First Monday in September
Columbus Day Second Monday in October
Veterans Day Now. 11
Thanksgiving Day Fourth Thursday in November
Day After Thanksgiving Friday after Fourth Thursday in November

Christmas Day Dec. 25
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LAND AND CLIMATE!!

Size
Nebraska measures 459 miles (740 kilometers) across at its widest point, follow-
ing a diagonal from southeast to northwest. Nebraska’s total area, including land and
water, is 77,358 square miles (200,358 square kilometers) — almost 20 percent larger
than New England. The state’s land area alone is 76,878 square miles (199,113 square
kilometers). Nebraska ranks 16th among the states in land and water area and 15th in
land area alone.

Elevation
Nebraska’s elevation rises gradually from southeast to northwest in a series of roll-
ing plateaus. The lowest point, 840 feet (256 meters) above sea level, is in southeastern
Richardson County at the Missouri River. The highest point, 5,424 feet (1,654 meters)
above sea level, is in southwestern Kimball County. Nebraska’s average elevation is

2,600 feet (793 meters).

Geographic Regions

Nebraska has two major geographic regions — the Dissected Till Plains and the
Great Plains. The Great Plains can be divided into smaller areas, among them the Loess
Plains, the Loess Hills, the Sandhills and the High Plains.

The Dissected Till Plains formed when Ice Age glaciers left behind a rich soil-
forming material, called till, over the eastern fifth of the state. Windblown dust (loess)
later settled on the till, and over the years, streams dissected the region, forming a rolling
terrain. Along the Missouri River, the terrain includes bluffs and river-deposited lowlands.
This combination makes the Dissected Till Plains well-suited for farming,

The Great Plains stretch west across the rest of the state. The largest of its subre-
gions is the nearly 20,000 square miles of sand hills north of the North Platte and Platte
rivers that stretch to South Dakota. The Sandhills, the largest stabilized sand dune area in
North America, were formed by wind whipping sand into hills and ridges interspersed
with valleys that contain streams, lakes and wetlands. Grasses have stabilized the dunes.
The abundant water and grasslands make this area ideal for raising cattle.

The Loess Plains consist of windblown silt (loess) that covers about 7,948 square
miles of relatively flat, intensively farmed land in south-central Nebraska interspersed
with lakes and wetlands. This region is sometimes called the “Rainwater Basin” or “Rain-
basin.” The Loess Hills lie north of the Platte River and south and east of the Sandhills.
Here, windblown silt has formed rolling hills where farms and ranches predominate.

" Information for this section compiled from the following sources: Conservation and Survey Division, University
of Nebraska-Lincoln; Nebraska Department of Natural Resources; Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; Natural
Resources Conservation Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture; Nebraska State Climate Office, High Plains Climate
Center; National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association, US. Department of Commerce; Statistical Abstract of the
United States, Bureau of the Census, US. Department of Commerce; The Nebraska Databook, Nebraska Department
of Economic Development.
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The High Plains lies northwest, southwest and due west of the Sandhills. In its
12,000 square miles are the scenic Wildcat Hills and Pine Ridge areas in the southern
and northern Panhandle, respectively. A small area of the Badlands, which are mostly in
South Dakota, extends into Nebraska. This unusual landscape in the northwestern part
of the state has been carved by erosion and is characterized by steep, mostly bare hills
of siltstone and sandstone and by mushroom-like cap rocks on more narrow pedestals.
These rocks are especially distinctive in Toadstool Park.

Toadstool Park in Northwest Nebraska’s Badlands

Mineral Resources
Petroleum and natural gas fields lie in the Panhandle and southwestern and south-
eastern parts of Nebraska.'” Sand and gravel deposits are found along the Platte and
Republican rivers, their tributaries and elsewhere. These deposits are mined largely for
construction purposes. Limestone quarries lie near the Missouri River in the south-
east. Other minerals produced in Nebraska include sandstone; clay, usually for brick
ot tile; shale; and uranium, which is mined as a slurry in one location in northwestern

Nebraska.

12 For details on Nebraska oil and gas production, see Page 697.
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Water and Soil Conservation

Nebraskans have long realized that using soil and water resources wisely is impoz-
tant, particularly because of the state’s agricultural economy. Irrigation ditches were
constructed in Nebraska as early as 1856. However, Nebraska’s extensive irrigation
system stems from the droughts of the 1890s and 1930s.

Initially, Nebraska received all its irrigation water from streams and rivers. These
waterways continue to supply water for Nebraska’s cropland today. The Platte, Loup
and Republican rivers are especially important.

Since 1940, irrigation from wells has increased dramatically. In 2005, the state
had 81,604 registered wells. In 2001, there were 8.2 million acres of irrigated land in
Nebraska."

During the drought of the 1930s, the federal government created extensive soil con-
servation programs. By 1950, all of Nebraska’s farm and ranch land was included in soil
conservation districts. Local watershed groups were organized by 1954 legislation.

Today, Nebraska is divided into 23 natural resources districts (NRDs)."* These
governmental units have local responsibility for soil and water conservation and protec-
tion. The state has given NRDs a variety of regulatory tools to deal with contamination,
shortages and user conflicts that occur.

Cattle Grazing near a Center-Pivot Irrigation System

1> Source: Nebraska Department of Natural Resources and the USDA Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service. For
more irrigation statistics, see Page 487.
' For more information on NRDs, see Pages 578 and 891.
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Rivers and Lakes

Nebraska is the only state that lies entirely within the drainage area of the Mis-
souri River, which flows along Nebraska’s northern and eastern borders for about 450
miles. Its major tributary in Nebraska is the Platte River, which flows across the state
from west to east.

The Platte River begins where the North and South Platte rivers meet near the city
of North Platte. The Platte, which is too shallow for navigation, was described as “a
mile wide and an inch deep” by early explorers and pioneers crossing Nebraska. Today,
the river is used for irrigation, municipal water supply, recreation and hydroelectric
power production.

Niobrara River near Valentine

The Platte’s main tributaries are the Loup and Elkhorn rivers, which originate in
the Sandhills and flow southeast across north-central Nebraska. The Niobrara River
drains northern Nebraska; the Republican, Big Blue, Little Blue and Nemaha rivers
drain southern and southeastern Nebraska, respectively.

Nebraska has about 2,500 small lakes, both natural and man-made. Hundreds
of natural, shallow lakes dot the landscape of the Sandhills. Lake McConaughy, the
state’s largest lake (about 55 square miles), was formed by the construction of the
Kingsley Dam on the North Platte River. Other large man-made lakes include Jeffrey
and Sutherland reservoirs on the Platte River system; Swanson, Medicine Creek and
Harlan County reservoirs on the Republican River; Enders Reservoir on the Frenchman
River; Calamus Reservoir on the Calamus River system; and Lewis and Clark Lake on
the Missouri River system.

One of Nebraska’s greatest water resources lies not above, but below ground. The
state’s vast underground water supply, accumulated over thousands of years, is about
1.9 billion acre-feet, enough to cover the state with an estimated 34 feet of water. This
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watet supply — much of it part of the Ogallala Aquifer — is used extensively for ir-
rigation.

Climate

An old expression about weather in Nebraska is that if you don’t like it now, wait
five minutes and it will change.

Nebraskans often experience extremes in temperature and frequent changes in
the weather. Tornadoes, thunderstorms, blizzards and hailstorms are part of hot sum-
mers and severely cold winters. Temperature and rainfall vary greatly from year to year.
The spring and fall seasons usually are pleasant. The temperature gradually drops from

southeastern to northwest-
ern Nebraska, except in the
coldest part of the year.
The highest temperature
ever recorded in Nebraska,
118 degrees Fahrenheit (48
degrees Celsius), was on July
15, 1934, at Geneva; on July
17, 1936, at Hartington; and
on July 24, 1936, at Minden.
The lowest temperature on
Thunderstorm Building Over the Plains tecord, minus 47 F (minus 44
C), was at Camp Clarke near
Northport on Feb. 12, 1899, and at Oshkosh on Dec. 22, 1989.

Like the temperature, precipitation and humidity decrease gradually from east to
west across Nebraska. The unpredictable nature of rain results in drought some years
and flooding in others.

Nebraska’s growing season ranges from about 165 days in the southeast to 120
days in the northwest. Killing frosts usually occur from about Oct. 15 to April 25 in the
southeast and about Sept. 20 to May 20 in the northwest.

Prevailing winds blow across Nebraska from the northwest between October and
April, and from the south and southeast during other times. Average wind velocity is
about 10 miles (16 kilometers) per hour. Tornadoes are not uncommon in the spring
and summer. An average of 37 are spotted every year, and some of them can cause
extensive damage.
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Climate of Nebraska”

Normal Temperature'
Pan- North  North- East South- South South-
Month handle Central east Central  Central west Central east
January .. 215 19.6 223 22.0 25.1 24.7 23.8
273 25.7 28.1 279 31.0 30.5 29.8
36.1 36.5 37.5 38.6 39.1 39.8 40.5
46.7 48.7 48.4 50.6 48.8 50.5 51.6
57.6 60.2 59.1 61.5 58.7 60.6 62.0
67.5 70.1 69.2 71.7 69.2 711 721
73.3 74.6 74.2 76.0 74.9 76.3 76.7
71.4 723 72.1 73.6 73.0 74.0 74.5
..60.6 61.4 63.1 62.7 064.7 63.2 64.7 65.7
October. .48.8 49.3 50.9 50.6 52.7 51.1 52.6 53.8
November. 347 33.7 34.8 35.1 37.1 36.6 37.3 38.8
December. 267 24.3 232 25.2 25.6 27.8 27.6 27.6
Annual... 474 47.5 48.3 48.7 50.2 49.9 50.8 51.4
Average Humidity, Wind and Weather'
Mean Sunshine Sky Cover Annual Number
Relative Wind Prevail- (Percent Sunrise of Days with
Humidity Velocity ing Wind of Pos- to Sunset Measurable
Station (Percent) (MPH) Direction sible) (Tenths) Precipitation
Grand Island 11.8 S - - 89.8
Lincoln.. 9.4 S 62 - 93.6
Norfolk. 11.2 S - 5.7 94.7
North Platte . 10.2 ESE 66 5.7 87.6
Omaha....... 10.4 SSE 60 5.8 99.9
Scottsbluff 10.7 NW - 5.6 89.8
Valentine... 9.6 NW 66 5.5 86.9
Normal Precipitation'
Pan- North  Notrth- East South- South South-
Month handle Central east Central  Central west Central east
January ... 40 45 54 51 .67 47 46 73
K 58 70 .61 71 52 56 81
1.47 2.01 1.86 2.24 1.34 1.92 2.38
232 2.81 2.56 2,94 1.97 2.25 2.90
3.04 4.05 3.89 4.51 3.30 4.07 4.42
3.40 4.01 3.78 4.05 3.18 5.42 3.85
3.32 341 342 3.60 3.03 3.70 4.30
246 3.01 2.80 3.35 2.44 3.07 3.49
2.06 242 2.14 2.86 1.40 2.11 3.20
1.52 191 1.51 212 1.25 1.47 222
November. 1.04 1.51 1.27 1.68 .86 1.27 1.80
December. 41 48 .68 57 .85 43 53 93
Annual... ..17.18 22.74 27.06 24.92 29.58 20.19 24.83 31.03

*Source: Nebraska State Climate Office, the High Plains Climate Center and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
" Figures based on 1971-2000 period.
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Climate of Nebraska (Cont’d.)
Snowfall, 1956-2005"

Pan- North  North- East South- South South-
Year handle Central east Central  Central west Central east
1956-57 39.3 29.4 26.3 29.2 34.4 25.0 27.7
1957-58 33.0 27.8 339 35.4 44.4 52.0 36.2
1958-59 41.5 30.9 353 28.3 44.0 322 29.2
1959-60 52.5 61.0 47.0 59.9 50.1 52.1 62.0
1960-61 40.0 275 26.1 17.2 35.1 20.6 18.6
1961-62 34.0 49.7 39.4 42.6 21.5 37.3 35.8
1962-63 31.1 232 29.5 33.4 271 21.6 223
1963-64 24.5 233 29.1 22.3 25.2 21.2 18.0
1964-65 ... 23.0 37.5 28.3 48.5 26.3 30.2 35.7
1965-66 ... 25.1 16.8 153 11.4 239 12.8 9.0
1966-67 21.4 16.4 26.5 221 19.0 20.1 21.4
1967-68 20.3 9.0 12.3 9.0 153 113 12.7
1968-69 ... 42.6 53.0 44.6 44.9 26.7 38.3 34.9
1969-70.... 51.5 339 30.1 22.8 43.4 27.2 22.5
1970-71 43.8 26.1 30.8 38.0 41.1 249 45.4
1971-72 211 227 11.7 17.8 9.7 9.9 17.1
1972-73 38.0 33.0 30.7 36.0 32.6 22.6 34.4
1973-74 35.8 24.5 39.9 36.9 37.1 37.6 28.0
1974-75 36.6 41.0 29.8 45.6 233 26.4 39.7
1975-76 43.4 30.5 36.1 25.0 38.6 30.7 29.1
1976-77 40.5 16.7 21.9 19.3 26.5 15.2 18.4
1977-78 39.2 38.1 39.6 38.5 30.1 25.7 352
1978-79 49.1 44.0 35.0 40.0 30.0 25.0 34.1
1979-80.... 52.4 25.8 43.5 28.0 64.4 41.6 33.4
1980-81 ... 14.3 13.2 13.0 12.6 20.3 13.5 10.2
1981-82 41.4 40.8 33.8 30.6 18.0 22.6 26.0
1982-83 39.7 48.6 31.2 32.6 332 31.5 27.9
1983-84 ... 56.6 64.7 61.4 49.2 49.0 53.8 44.4
1984-85 ... 21.6 17.5 224 21.3 26.6 274 24.2
1985-86 50.5 323 24.5 21.8 42.6 23.4 16.9
1986-87 339 15.4 26.7 19.2 353 23.8 25.4
1987-88 56.9 26.1 32.0 18.7 31.7 21.7 20.6
1988-89 22.4 21.7 20.5 19.2 20.4 15.2 15.7
1989-90 26.5 20.8 26.0 20.2 21.4 17.7 20.6
1990-91 ... 38.9 37.0 27.4 29.0 27.3 13.5 18.8
1991-92... 28.6 31.1 30.8 26.6 28.7 22.8 24.4
1992-93 46.7 43.6 42.0 39.4 50.1 48.1 39.2
1993-94 39.1 37.4 35.7 22.8 40.8 40.6 17.4
1994-95.... 48.1 29.6 26.9 21.9 35.0 19.4 16.3
1995-96 ... 39.0 24.2 221 26.2 22.8 19.2 21.8
1996-97 35.1 39.5 29.6 30.5 229 232 30.4
1997-98 31.7 28.8 253 36.5 19.6 31.6 37.6
1998-99 33.0 38.1 24.4 31.2 16.9 16.4 224
1999-20 11.7 12.9 13.5 11.5 16.8 171 8.7
2000-01 49.5 38.7 47.1 37.1 30.0 41.1 45.1
2001-02 245 24.6 19.4 24.0 16.2 18.4 21.4
2002-03 33.4 35.1 32.0 30.4 24.5 20.6 17.7
2003-04 23.7 34.3 19.9 32.1 18.0 21.4 28.5
2004-05 ... 15.0 129 21.4 21.5 119 17.6 14.7

'"Snowfall totals start on July 1 and end June 30 of the next year. Snowfall statistics from years 1889-90 to 1955-56
are listed in the 1960 Nebraska Blue Book.
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Climate of Nebraska (Cont’d.)
Annual and Seasonal Precipitation, 1895-2005"

Panhandle North Central Northeast Central

Crop Crop Crop Crop

Year Annual Season  Annual Season Annual Season Annual Season
.18.55 14.68 16.48 13.44 18.77 15.88 19.31 16.65
.19.54 15.31 23.23 18.13 30.19 24.09 27.45 22.65
.18.31 12.12 23.40 15.27 25.74 17.17 26.49 18.16
.16.48 13.74 17.20 15.20 21.13 16.69 21.50 18.57
.15.93 11.01 18.25 13.46 21.78 17.05 19.38 15.85
.15.82 13.66 22.19 18.89 28.00 21.66 26.50 22.35
.17.61 13.95 23.39 17.92 26.08 19.05 25.95 19.31
.17.61 14.01 26.14 20.55 38.13 30.02 32.78 26.18
.17.88 14.42 24.64 20.44 29.42 24.56 28.04 23.88
.18.89 15.00 21.76 17.72 24.72 20.07 25.89 21.95
.23.52 19.36 29.67 24.88 34.07 26.73 33.66 27.98
.22.79 16.73 25.60 18.38 29.21 20.52 26.86 19.73
.18.39 15.03 18.75 15.74 21.71 18.29 19.83 17.86
.20.28 16.29 24.35 19.22 30.29 23.74 26.33 21.35
.18.12 13.60 21.76 15.48 29.57 19.11 25.28 17.30
.13.26 10.30 16.54 13.66 16.68 14.01 17.05 14.89
J15.71 11.16 18.75 13.89 25.56 17.62 2211 15.87
.20.11 14.95 20.08 14.69 21.04 14.50 20.52 13.78
.16.83 11.25 19.88 14.01 24.67 17.06 23.11 15.30
.16.50 13.30 19.25 15.43 23.61 18.57 21.78 17.60
.27.67 22.69 33.75 26.65 39.55 29.87 36.98 29.02
.14.82 10.64 18.11 14.51 21.99 17.25 18.41 15.30
.16.27 13.10 19.45 15.78 2417 19.86 22.29 19.06
.17.63 13.03 20.29 14.20 25.58 16.99 22.31 14.68
.16.89 12.20 22.94 16.00 29.08 19.04 27.88 19.66
.19.65 15.57 23.36 18.27 26.46 19.92 27.08 21.06
.16.40 12.59 18.88 15.44 22.79 18.59 21.40 18.12
.14.45 10.55 14.58 10.12 20.11 12.98 16.23 11.27
.23.66 19.26 27.16 22.48 25.62 21.71 30.16 25.71
.15.51 10.35 20.31 14.26 23.59 16.83 2243 16.27
.17.09 13.40 18.25 14.23 21.20 15.91 2297 18.31
.17.60 13.79 18.77 14.11 22.79 17.22 20.52 15.82
.21.62 17.35 21.88 17.14 23.80 17.81 23.26 18.52
.16.35 12.24 19.25 14.06 26.70 17.87 24.21 16.52
.18.13 13.81 21.94 15.36 24.22 16.71 24.18 18.10
.20.27 16.10 24.50 18.12 20.68 19.27 29.76 22.67
1171 7.30 15.58 10.30 21.95 13.70 18.93 11.65
.13.76 10.61 19.48 15.82 25.58 19.41 23.74 19.13
.16.77 14.35 18.76 15.31 20.83 14.31 21.78 17.53
.10.98 8.13 14.05 10.54 19.26 13.58 13.43 8.78
.16.93 14.45 20.69 17.74 23.66 19.05 23.95 20.76
.11.45 7.83 15.04 10.38 15.98 10.45 14.95 11.45
.12.35 8.70 16.56 12.89 22.53 15.80 20.65 15.74
.19.70 16.46 20.85 17.69 25.34 20.92 19.91 17.24
.12.35 8.21 17.04 12.70 17.28 12.49 16.74 13.63
12,92 8.65 15.15 9.46 25.88 17.04 15.14 9.33
.20.01 15.39 22.48 17.38 26.13 19.91 23.07 19.20
.23.30 18.55 22.72 18.85 24.62 18.38 27.78 23.56
.13.85 10.76 17.28 14.00 18.98 14.55 18.16 16.24
.20.20 14.06 24.77 18.74 35.37 28.50 24.75 19.18
.18.86 15.62 19.32 16.47 27.45 22.33 21.82 19.57
17.76 12.70 24.47 15.28 28.51 18.18 26.28 16.07
.20.54 16.52 20.93 16.83 25.79 18.13 23.84 19.05
1948 .17.35 13.23 19.44 15.67 25.24 17.44 21.37 16.48
1949 .19.24 14.25 24.51 16.03 26.42 19.09 24.82 19.43
1950 15.44 13.13 2241 18.30 26.61 21.15 24.92 21.08

'8 Rainfall totals start Jan. 1 and end Dec. 31. Annual rainfall statistics from 1850 to 1894 are listed in the 1960 Nebraska
Blue Book. Seasonal means crop season, which is from April 1 to Sept. 30.
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Climate of Nebraska (Cont’d.)
Annual and Seasonal Precipitation, 1895-2005 (Cont’d.)

Panhandle North Central Northeast Central
Crop Crop Crop Crop
Year Annual Season  Annual Season Annual Season Annual Season
1951. 21.25 17.87 30.15 25.16 35.55 27.21 27.19 2295

11.35 15.83 11.77 25.92 20.60 17.71 13.52

12.58 21.27 15.04 24.69 17.55 21.16 15.00

11.25 18.73 14.93 24.54 18.18 18.71 15.26

14.37 15.93 12.82 17.99 14.60 17.06 14.06

10.39 15.14 11.47 17.55 14.02 15.25 12.03

17.25 2578 20.80 28.98 21.95 29.50 23.97

15.01 21.45 18.43 2275 18.62 2234 18.56

11.87 19.96 14.53 30.28 21.41 23.65 17.03

10.27 21.55 17.09 29.07 22.97 2491 18.90

14.15 19.03 15.49 22.74 17.09 23.20 18.93

16.14 28.00 24.19 2771 22.00 28.58 23.52

13.15 20.90 17.45 23.25 19.93 20.48 17.02

9.91 19.17 16.84 27.12 23.38 21.17 17.64

18.40 24.01 20.92 31.64 27.71 31.45 27.05

13.15 18.53 15.57 22.75 17.84 19.50 15.74

16.48 18.73 16.15 23.22 20.34 23.56 20.95

14.42 21.06 16.79 25.26 16.86 23.86 18.27

11.27 17.89 12.28 2551 17.69 24.30 16.34

11.46 17.62 13.72 23.95 17.01 19.36 15.72

14.97 23.99 17.04 25.82 16.63 24.61 16.42

14.26 22.15 17.69 29.81 23.80 23.20 18.51

14.66 25.46 18.49 30.42 19.42 30.75 21.26

8.96 14.79 12.18 18.10 14.78 16.49 12.69

10.47 17.42 12.60 24.62 17.92 23.09 17.36

1976. 10.85 16.69 13.94 16.52 12.69 20.91 17.32
1977. 14.94 30.87 22.55 32.32 23.22 34.95 26.59
1978. 14.41 22.01 17.69 23.43 19.13 23.58 18.61
1979. 13.19 24.79 17.59 30.54 18.75 25.98 17.09
1980. 9.30 15.53 10.84 17.09 13.36 15.67 10.69
1981. 13.84 2272 16.51 23.50 16.22 26.59 19.63
1982. 16.88 25.80 17.12 34.19 21.79 27.81 18.97
198 13.23 27.05 19.86 30.45 18.63 25.65 17.25
1984. 11.76 24.40 17.32 36.34 24.86 31.33 20.86
1985. 10.92 21.03 17.15 26.35 21.95 27.73 23.64
1986. 15.75 27.16 21.94 3272 24.64 25.02 19.41
1987. 12.83 24.18 14.88 26.40 16.43 28.34 17.14
1988. 14.49 23.41 20.01 20.70 17.55 2213 19.55
1989. 9.62 13.44 10.78 17.20 13.57 20.38 17.75
1990. 11.80 2111 15.63 25.60 18.88 22.79 15.96
1991. 13.91 21.41 16.21 26.24 18.18 23.03 15.91
1992. 12.14 24.34 17.56 33.76 22.45 24.94 16.70
1993. 15.54 28.72 2293 3572 29.29 34.02 28.06
1994. 8.27 2279 17.70 27.12 21.62 23.29 17.46
1995. 16.61 28.77 22.19 32.24 24.26 24.33 19.30
1996. 15.65 23.20 19.22 27.52 21.14 26.34 22.00
1997. 14.64 21.47 17.33 2217 17.24 23.29 17.81
1998. 12.92 27.53 18.96 3291 2270 24.28 17.06
1999. 17.21 21.24 18.76 27.63 24.26 25.27 2256
2000. 11.45 19.47 13.67 2331 15.56 20.36 13.22
2001. 13.42 25.44 20.45 23.63 18.22 28.07 20.49
2002. 7.83 14.74 10.82 20.66 15.60 15.77 11.71
2003. 11.78 17.66 13.80 24.79 19.79 20.44 16.95
2004. 12.60 22.46 17.36 27.86 20.15 25.19 19.06
2005. 16.42 25.82 20.76 28.66 21.76 22.72 18.77
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Climate of Nebraska (Cont’d.)
Annual and Seasonal Precipitation, 1895-2005 (Cont’d.)

East Central Southwest South Central Southeast
Crop Crop Crop Crop
Year Annual Season  Annual Season Annual Season Annual Season
1895. 18.91 18.20 14.60 19.99 17.07 25.28 21.46
1896. 28.38 21.85 17.42 26.32 21.69 35.53 28.92
1897. 18.27 22.63 14.88 25.58 17.20 26.79 18.92
1898. 20.12 20.04 18.13 22.46 19.38 30.16 22.39
1899. 19.86 16.81 13.02 19.58 15.93 27.54 21.95
1900. 23.50 20.96 18.44 26.77 22.65 34.01 26.61
1901. 18.41 20.25 15.15 25.23 18.74 26.83 18.99
1902. 34.28 23.88 18.89 31.26 24.52 4213 33.04
1903. 29.71 23.41 19.03 27.90 22.50 40.00 33.05
1904. 2343 22.34 19.76 26.28 22.47 31.47 26.94
1905. 30.78 30.64 25.64 33.48 27.32 39.60 29.87
1906. 20.14 24.59 17.96 26.39 18.98 29.80 21.01
1907. 19.86 17.68 15.49 20.95 18.40 26.08 19.91
1908. 28.12 23.20 18.91 27.51 2212 35.94 28.25
1909. 21.43 21.19 15.31 26.44 17.79 34.57 21.56
1910. 17.34 16.37 13.80 16.72 14.84 22.56 20.69
1911. 19.56 19.07 13.64 21.64 14.21 29.21 19.02
1912. 15.94 21.48 15.04 2273 15.56 27.59 18.98
1913. 19.10 19.59 13.24 23.07 15.37 29.10 18.49
1914. 20.24 18.88 15.29 21.68 17.55 26.65 20.77
1915. 34.09 33.45 26.56 36.93 28.89 46.27 36.62
1916. 18.27 17.42 14.04 18.97 15.69 24.47 19.14
1917. 21.58 18.67 16.07 21.03 18.70 23.92 20.68
1918. 19.08 20.25 13.78 22.85 14.36 30.68 19.76
1919. 22.34 23.02 16.75 27.75 19.39 33.45 22.57
1920. 22.05 21.34 16.74 25.80 19.59 30.87 23.14
1921. 21.64 18.44 15.40 20.67 17.73 27.32 2291
1922. 13.63 14.09 10.59 19.08 13.65 26.09 16.92
192 26.57 28.92 24.11 31.65 26.77 35.68 30.04
1924. 18.88 17.42 11.70 21.59 15.10 29.21 21.63
1925 19.93 18.88 14.82 22.69 17.96 28.91 22.87
1926. 20.22 19.12 14.49 21.06 15.89 28.68 21.32
1927. 20.64 2253 17.93 23.96 19.60 31.60 24.36
1928. 19.52 20.09 13.92 26.56 17.80 33.60 21.64
1929. 18.95 21.92 16.80 24.67 18.49 28.17 20.11
1930. 21.58 26.71 21.10 29.24 21.95 29.68 21.41
1931. 20.34 16.03 9.82 21.50 13.82 33.15 21.83
1932. 21.99 17.22 14.68 19.20 14.67 26.41 20.03
1933. 17.00 20.50 17.88 20.58 16.96 23.18 17.37
9.04 13.74 10.33 13.20 8.82 19.36 11.82
21.77 22.05 19.58 2271 19.50 31.11 24.05
10.79 14.60 12.28 13.31 11.38 18.42 14.16
15.35 16.12 12.12 18.82 14.35 21.33 15.02
21.97 18.39 15.86 20.90 18.31 29.74 24.46
14.13 14.45 10.48 16.64 13.34 21.66 15.56
13.86 16.70 10.73 17.36 10.51 23.92 14.69
18.82 22.77 18.20 28.05 22.59 35.46 23.75
19.12 25.06 20.34 27.85 23.08 31.59 24.41
17.72 12.55 10.16 16.59 14.86 25.44 21.52
28.36 23.41 16.93 30.31 22.85 39.74 30.48
27.89 19.19 17.31 21.61 18.44 31.22 25.23
18.68 24.93 15.92 30.34 19.93 29.52 19.08
23.55 19.20 15.54 2221 17.21 29.40 22.83
19.87 17.90 13.99 19.59 14.08 29.41 18.36
21.51 22.71 16.07 26.34 20.12 36.29 28.35
20.49 18.88 16.45 22.85 19.25 32.48 26.43
28.29 26.26 2349 30.67 26.03 45.31 36.49
22.35 14.60 11.13 20.71 16.32 32.52 24.00
14.31 16.60 11.31 21.79 14.40 22.68 15.06
19.66 12.33 10.16 18.43 15.22 30.91 25.22
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Climate of Nebraska (Cont’d.)
Annual and Seasonal Precipitation, 1895-2005 (Cont’d.)
East Central Southwest South Central Southeast
Crop Crop Crop Crop
Year Annual Season  Annual Season Annual Season Annual Season
1955 15.38 14.66 12.15 17.81 14.89 19.68 15.31
1956 15.63 14.31 11.41 15.80 11.39 21.32 16.97
1957 24.84 2322 19.21 29.66 24.04 33.43 23.98
1958 23.44 22.09 17.57 2374 17.68 34.68 28.57
1959 2577 18.60 13.12 23.97 17.29 34.85 24.59
1960 24.70 17.41 11.00 26.14 19.45 32.62 24.37
1961 19.67 18.88 15.67 25.83 21.12 36.66 26.13
1962 21.43 26.12 2281 27.01 21.37 29.69 20.69
1963 19.58 18.68 15.43 20.63 17.34 2730 2233
1964 26.02 15.39 12,95 18.75 15.92 26.87 22.29
1965 33.16 27.03 22.98 36.04 29.65 35.92 29.09
1966 17.49 18.57 15.50 17.49 13.99 20.42 16.52
1967 25.42 18.73 17.29 24.12 21.66 29.90 2433
1968 22.36 15.39 12.75 24.08 18.53 30.60 2278
1969 18.85 20.14 14.89 29.18 21.67 33.09 23.96
1970 19.02 14.08 10.88 19.81 17.12 28.08 21.80
1971 16.69 2331 17.59 24.72 16.68 27.23 15.88
1972 2377 18.66 15.11 24.46 19.27 29.95 20.73
2357 2422 18.21 32.65 21.92 46.43 28.06
15.04 14.69 11.97 15.67 1211 18.88 13.23
17.45 18.69 14.88 24.36 19.35 28.16 20.26
14.17 15.72 12.75 17.99 15.16 23.25 17.91
26.83 23.29 17.87 27.85 22.07 37.61 28.94
23.49 15.17 11.08 21.02 16.98 33.11 26.78
16.83 22.03 15.61 29.18 20.04 32.70 18.40
16.97 17.05 12.45 19.38 13.34 24.98 15.04
19.52 24.95 18.71 30.02 23.48 30.70 21.85
29.08 23.60 17.70 26.72 19.47 35.86 27.16
18.96 18.96 12.68 25.62 17.18 31.81 19.89
24.13 21.10 14.28 24.51 1534 34.89 24.17
2421 18.87 14.91 26.07 21.55 30.26 23.56
28.48 17.96 13.71 2246 16.57 38.70 28.81
21.81 2232 15.13 29.23 17.91 37.80 26.14
16.98 20.32 17.90 20.53 18.37 18.38 15.53
18.49 16.17 13.87 20.93 18.75 24.49 20.84
19.97 17.13 11.45 23.17 17.23 26.57 18.45
20.01 21.19 15.64 2157 15.64 26.61 16.25
20.95 22.10 15.53 24.70 15.97 37.17 24.81
32.59 27.05 20.43 38.64 31.48 48.25 39.54
20.26 19.24 13.22 23.47 16.77 26.32 19.40
18.93 2031 16.48 2336 19.51 29.21 23.25
2476 2470 2291 32.39 27.81 34.65 28.73
19.06 19.00 14.07 2278 15.01 30.59 20.82
24.37 18.20 13.09 22.63 15.48 32.87 21.45
26.16 21.72 19.95 25.00 23.10 27.40 23.39
15.77 17.43 10.09 2276 13.64 24.76 16.69
20.49 20.06 15.61 25.95 19.81 38.86 29.96
17.16 11.64 8.58 15.79 10.39 23.38 15.88
19.61 16.67 13.56 19.89 14.67 28.52 21.14
17.49 23.17 17.96 24.58 17.33 27.24 18.75
18.19 20.86 15.00 23.02 16.40 27.18 19.03
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Plant and Animal Life

Nebraska’s most abundant native vegetation is grass. In eastern Nebraska, tall prairie
grasses flourish, especially bluestem. In the west, the dominant types are perennial short
grasses, such as grama and buffalo grass.

When settlers first came to Nebraska, only 3 percent of the land was covered
with forests. In 1872, Nebraska became the first state to establish Arbor Day, and tree
planting has been an important part of Nebraska’s conservation efforts ever since."”
Ash, box elder, cottonwood, locust, oak, walnut, elm and willow trees are common
to eastern and central Nebraska. In the western part of the state, pine and cedar are
prevalent varieties.

Uniguely Nebraskan

Sandhill Cranes®

Each spring, the Platte
River valley in central Nebraska
comes alive with the sights and
sounds of nearly half a million
sandhill cranes. It is the largest
gathering of Sandhill cranes in
the world.

The cranes stop at the
Platte River during their annual
northern migration from their
wintering areas in the southern
United States and Mexico. The
birds concentrate between Ke-
arney and Grand Island, the last area of the Platte still offering the open channels
and sandbars they need. Thousands of people visit the area each year to view
the concentration of cranes.

The birds begin arriving in central Nebraska in mid-February, and numbers
peak around mid- to late March. After April 1, the cranes move out steadily until
about mid-April, when the last of them head to breeding grounds in Canada,
Alaska and Siberia.

The cranes come to the Platte to build up nutrient reserves that will sus-
tain them through the summer nesting season. They eat waste grain from area
cornfields and invertebrates plucked from wet meadows near the river. While
in the fields and meadows, the cranes engage in animated dances, probably
courtship rituals.

1 For mote information about Arbor Day, see Page 23.
? Source: Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.
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Native shrubs include wild plums and chokecherries, found throughout Nebraska.
A vatiety of flowers, such as goldenrod, larkspur, columbine, wild roses and sunflowers,
thrive throughout the state.

Before white settlers arrived in Nebraska, buffalo and beaver populations were
significant. Today, buffalo are never seen outside game preserves. The beaver population,
after being diminished by trappers, has become more plentiful in recent years. Other
animals in Nebraska include white-tail and mule deer, elk, bighorn sheep, antelope,
bobcats, foxes, coyotes, badgers, squirrels, prairie dogs, muskrats, skunks, raccoons,
rabbits and opposums.

Game birds, especially pheasants, grouse, ducks, geese and quail, are plentiful in
Nebraska. The state’s waters yield a variety of fish, including bass, carp, catfish, crappie,
perch, pike, trout and walleye. The Platte River and lakes in the Sandhills serve as “rest
stops” for many migratory birds, including the famous sandhill cranes (see previous
page).

Another migration rest stop of international significance is the Rainwater Basin
district in south-central Nebraska. Within this district, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
manages more than 23,000 acres of wetlands and adjacent tall-grass prairie to provide
habitat for migratory birds and resident wildlife.”!

EcoNnomMmYy??

Agriculture

Nebraska’s economy revolves around its agriculture industry. In 2006, 93 percent
of the state’s land — 46.4 million acres — was farm and ranch land, most of it privately
owned.

Producers have taken advantage of the state’s fertile soil, abundant water, intensive
cultivation and advanced farming methods to produce record-high crop yields in recent
years. In 2004, gross cash receipts from farm marketing totaled nearly $12 billion, and
Nebraska had 48,000 farms that produced food for consumers in the United States
and abroad.

Crop Production®
Nebraska is a national leader in crop production. In 2005, Nebraska led the nation
in production of Great Northern beans, grown in the western one-third of the state.
The state ranked third in dry edible bean production; sixth in alfalfa hay production;
third in sorghum grain production and corn for grain production; second in pinto bean
production; seventh in sorghum silage production; and fifth in soybean production.

! For more information about the Rainwater Basin Wetland Management District and national wildlife refuges in
Nebraska, sce Page 154.

2 Information for this section compiled from the following sources: Nebraska Department of Agriculture; Nebraska
Department of Economic Development; Nebraska Department of Labor; Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bu-
reau of the Census, US. Department of Commerce; Bureau of Business Research, University of Nebraska-Lincoln;
Fortune magazine.

% See Pages 472 for a complete set of Nebraska’s rankings in agriculture production.
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Winter wheat, grown in southern and western Nebraska; soybeans, grown in eastern
Nebraska; sugar beets, grown in western Nebraska; and wild hay, grown throughout
Nebraska, also play significant roles in the state’s agricultural economy.

Nebraska’s top cash crop is corn. Each year, more than 8 million acres of the state’s
land is planted in corn, which is produced statewide. The state’s livestock and poultry
industries are the largest corn consumers.

Products relating to agriculture, such as irrigation systems and farm equipment, are
manufactured in the state to support its agricultural economy. Agriculture equipment
production companies often are an important part of many towns’ local economies.

In recent years, producers and entreprencurs have been exploring nontraditional
uses for traditional crops. New types of cash crops also have been introduced, such
as white and other specialty corn, vegetables, popcorn, milkweed and Christmas trees,
to name a few.

Livestock Production

Nebraska also is a leader in livestock production. In 2004, livestock production and
livestock products were a $7.3 billion industry located throughout the state. In 2005,
Nebraska ranked first nationally in commercial livestock slaughter and second in com-
mercial cattle slaughter; third in total number of cattle and calves; and second in cattle
on feed, fed cattle and calves marketed.

In 2004 the pork industry, located primarily in eastern Nebraska, was the fifth
largest in the country, bringing in $762 million in receipts annually.

Poultry production in eastern Nebraska and sheep production in eastern and
western Nebraska also are important sectors of the state’s economy.

Cattle Ranching in Nebraska
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Other Industries

Although agriculture dominates Nebraska’s economy, more of Nebraska’s income
has come from other industries in recent years.

Manufacturing, which employed almost 400,000 workers in 2005, is a major em-
ployer among nonfarm industries, with most manufacturing sites located in the state’s
large urban areas. Douglas, Lancaster, Hall and Platte counties employ almost 49,000
workers in manufacturing, Food processing is the leading type of manufacturing, fol-
lowed by the manufacturing of machinery and fabricated metal products.

The service sector, which includes health services and business services, generates
the most earnings in Nebraska. Government ranks second in earnings generated, while
manufacturing is third.

The service sector also employs more workers than any other industry. Gover-
mentment jobs, many of which are in Lincoln, employ the second-highest number of
workers. Wholesale and retail trades, taken together, employ the third-highest number
of workers, with general merchandise stores being the largest employer among retail
establishments in the state.

Lincoln is a major employer in education, led by the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
and other institutions of higher education. Omaha is a major center for food process-
ing, healthcare, insurance, trade, transportation and telecommunications. Livestock and
grain exchanges also are in Nebraska’s largest city.

Five Nebraska-based businesses are in the Fortune 500, Fortune magazine’s annual
list of the largest industrial and service corporations in the United States based on
revenue. These five are:

e Berkshire Hathaway, a diversified holding and investment firm

e ConAgra, a food processing and marketing company

e Union Pacific, a railway network operating in the western two-thirds of the
United States

e Peter Kiewit Sons’, an engineering and construction firm

e Mutual of Omaha, a mutual life and health insurance company

These corporations have their headquarters in Omaha.

Many other Fortune 500 companies have major operations in Nebraska. First
Data Corporation, a provider of financial transaction processing services has several
operating units in Omaha. Tyson Foods and Wal-Mart are Nebraska’s largest private-
sector employers.
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Fortune 500 Companies Based in Nebraska, 2006

I Company Headquarters Fortune 500 Rank Revenues
Berkshire Hathaway Omaha 13 $81,663,000,000
ConAgra Omaha 143 15,515,700,000
Union Pacific Omaha 164 13,578,000,000
Peter Kiewit Sons’ Omaha 483, 4,145,000,000
Mutual of Omaha Insurance Omaha 491 4,051,200,000

# Source: Fortune magazine, April 17, 2006.

Union Pacific Railroad Cars in North Platte’s Bailey Yard

Largest Public Employers in Nebraska, 2005>

Employer Location Employees
State of Nebraska Government (excluding university) Statewide 18,053
US. Government (excluding Department of Defense) Statewide 15,403
U.S. Air Force/Offutt Omaha 11,137*
Omaha Public Schools Omaha 8,073%*
Lincoln Public School Lincoln 5,900
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Lincoln 4,915
University of Nebraska Medical Center Omaha 3,411
City of Omaha Omaha 2,800*
City of Lincoln Lincoln 2,746*
Millard Public School Millard 2,498*
Douglas County Omaha 2,404
Omaha Public Power District Omaha 2,354
Nebraska Public Power District Columbu 2,153
Central Community College Grand Island 1,672%
University of Nebraska at Omaha Omaha 1,328
Lancaster County Lincoln 1,255*
US Veterans Hospital Omaha 1,199
Air and Army National Guard Lincoln 923*
University of Nebraska at Kearney. Kearney 893

#Source: Nebraska Department of Economic Development, Omaha World-Herald. Those public employee numbers
designated with an asterisk (¥) are reported employment numbers in 2003 because 2005 numbers were not available. A
double asterisk (*¥) are reported employment numbers in 2002 because more recent numbers were not available.
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Largest Private Employers in Nebraska, 2005

Employer Location Employees
Tyson Foods, Inc. Dakota City. 11,000
Wal-Mart Bellevue 9,755
Union Pacific Corp. Omaha 7,200
Alegent Health Omaha 6,675
First Data Corp. . Omaha 6,300
Mutual of Omaha Insurance Co. Omaha 5,400
Hy-Vee Food Store: Omaha 4,843
First National of Nebraska Inc Omaha 4,651
Nebraska Methodist Health System Omaha 4,446
Burlington Northern Omaha 4,400
BryanLGH Medical Center Lincoln 4,200
ConAgra Inc. Omaha 4,000
Cabela’s Inc. Sidney 3,887
Cargill Inc. Blair 3,504
Swift & Co. Omaha, Grand Island .. 3,168
Crete Carrier Corp. Lincoln 3,040
Oriental Trading Company. Omaha 3,000
West Corp. Omaha 2,800
Baker’s Supermarkets (Kroger Co.) Omaha 2,535
Creighton University Omaha 2,500
Pamida/Shopko Omaha 2,463
St. Elizabeth Regional Medical Center Lincoln 2,393
Nebraska Furniture Mart Omaha 2,166
Becton Dickinson Columbu 2,100
B & R Stores Inc. Lincoln 2,011
Smithfield Foods Inc. (formerly Farmland Foods) Crete 1,857
Qwest Communication Omaha 1,850
Target Stores Statewide 1,781
Good Samaritan Hospital Kearney 1,700
Father Flanagan’s Boys & Girls Town. Omaha 1,700
UPS. Omaha 1,687
Werner Enterprises Inc. Omaha 1,622
Omaha Steaks Inc. Omaha 1,600
Chief Industries Inc. Grand Island ....ooeeevveneieinnnene 1,600
Valmont Industries Inc. Omaha 1,500
Ameritrade Holding Corp. Omaha 1,500
Children’s Hospital Omaha 1,428
Buckle Inc. Kearney 1,404
St. Joseph Hospital (Creighton Medical Center) Omaha 1,350
Hormel Foods Corp. Fremont 1,341
Wells Fargo Bank Omaha 1,320
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. Lincoln 1,300
Omaha World-Herald. Omaha 1,300
Commercial Federal Corp. Omaha 1,266
Marriott Regional Center Omaha 1,220
Bag N Save Omaha 1,200
Info USA Inc. Omaha 1,200
Runza National Lincoln 1,200
CSG Inc. Omaha 1,200
Regional West Medical Center Scottsbluff 1,155
St. Francis Medical Center Grand Island 1,140
Cox Communications Omaha 1,100
Lozier Corp. Omaha 1,100
Ameritas Acacia Mutual Holding Co. Lincoln 1,100
Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital Lincoln 1,100
JC Penney Co. Omaha 1,100
Gallup Organization Lincoln 1,100
Vishay Dale Electronics Inc. Columbus 1,100
Kawasaki Motors Manufacturing Corp. USA Lincoln 1,060
Physicians Mutual Insurance Co. Omaha 1,029
Faith Regional Health Services Norfolk 1,020
Nebco Inc., Contructors Inc. Lincoln 1,000
Duncan Aviation Lincoln 1,000

26

Source: Nebraska Department of Economic Development.
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Income and Earnings in Nebraska®

2001 2002 2003
INCOME?®

Total Personal Income $49,300 49,872 52,755
Nonfarm earnings.........coceveereeeereiienrevneciinenns 36,479 37,659 39,347
Farm earnings 1,342 859 2,160

EARNINGS BY INDUSTRY?
Forestry, Fishing, and other?.........c..comrrvreioneeereeeiesenreenns 149 146 149
Mining >’ 121 117 132
Construction 2,327 2,378 2,546
Manufacturing 4,684 4816 4,953
Durable 2,315 2,302 2,344
Nondurable 2,369 2,514 2,610
Transportation and Warehousing...........ccccoecververriinrinnne 2,861 2,709 2,728
Wholesale Trade 2,072 2,090 2,133
Retail Trade 2,683 2,769 2,848
Finance and Insurance 2,555 2,693 2,868
Professional and Technical Services.......ccoreiireiinnne 2,242 2,788 2,381
Government and Government Enterprises ... 6,390 6,806 7,167
Federal, Civilian 1,012 1,054 1,123
Military”’ 620 704 779
State and Local 4,758 5,047 5,265

2 e

" Figures are in millions of dollars, except “Forestry, Fishing, and other,” “Mining” and “Military,” which are in thou-
sands of dollars. Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce.

* Farm earnings consist of proprictors’ net farm income, wages of hired farm labor, pay-in-kind and officers’ salaries
of corporate farms.

# Earnings are the sum of wages and salaries, other labor income and sole proprictors” income.

Employment by Nonfarm Industries in Nebraska, 2005

IEconomic Activity Number of Employed Workers I
Services 361,478
Government 160,830
Trade (Wholesale and Retail) 148,550
Manufacturing. 99,886
Financial activities 64,310
Transportation and Utilitie: 51,209
Natural Resources and Construction 48,735

*Source: Nebraska Department of Labor, 2006
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PeorLE>’

In 1800, before Lewis and Clark traveled past Nebraska, several Native American
tribes, mainly the Pawnee, Ponca, Omaha, Oto, Sioux, Cheyenne and Arapaho, lived in
the area. The largest and most powerful tribe, the Pawnee, had about 6,000 members. In
1913, only 4,784 Indians of all tribes remained in Nebraska because others were moved
to reservations in other states. About 15,200 Native Americans live in Nebraska today,
with about 35 percent residing on the state’s three reservations — the Santee Sioux,
Omaha and Winnebago reservations, all in northeastern Nebraska. These reservations
are supervised by the federal Bureau of Indian Affairs.

The first Nebraska census in 1854 counted 2,732 residents. At the time, the area
was a territory that included parts of present-day North Dakota, South Dakota, Colo-
rado, Montana, Idaho and Wyoming. The 1870 census, taken after Nebraska achieved
statechood in 1867, counted 122,993 people.

In the late 19th century, many European immigrants came to Nebraska seeking
free land under the federal Homestead Act of 1862. By 1900, Germans accounted for
15 percent of the state’s entire population. Other ethnic groups included the Swedes,
Danes, Bohemians, German Russians, Poles, French, Irish, English and Italians. State-
wide railroad construction spurred development of the communities where immigrants
settled. Following the Civil War, black people migrated to Nebraska, and some of them
tried homesteading. Most were lured to urban areas, where chances for finding work
were better. The 1880 census showed a total of 2,385 black people living in the state. By
1900 that number had increased to 6,269. Omaha’s black population doubled between
1910 and 1920.

Nebraska’s Population Today™*

In 2005, the U.S. Bureau of the Census reported 1,758,787 people living in Nebraska,
an increase of 2.8 percent since 2000. Nebraska is the 38th most populous state.

Census data from 2005 showed that 70.3 percent of Nebraskans were born in
Nebraska. The 2000 census showed neatly half of the state’s residents live in the three
largest counties — Douglas, which includes Omaha, the state’s largest city; Lancaster,
which includes Lincoln, the state’s capital city; and Sarpy, which has a growing suburban
population. Douglas County alone has more than a quarter of the state’s population.

Nebraska’s population is mostly white. In 2004, 92.1 percent of the state’s people
were white, compared to 80.4 percent for the entire nation. The 200 census showed the
main white ethnic groups in Nebraska were German (38.6 percent), Irish (13.4 percent),
English (9.6 percent), Czech (5.5 percent), Swedish (4.9 percent), Polish (3.7 percent)
and Danish (3.1 percent).

People of Hispanic origin accounted for 6.9 percent of Nebraska’s population in
2004 and made up the state’s fastest growing ethnic group. Hispanics may be of any

*Information for this section compiled from the following sources: Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Com-
merce; “The Negro in Nebraska,” Eldora Francis Hess, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Department of History, 1932;
Nebraska State Historical Society; Nebraska Indian Commission; The Nebraska Databook, Nebraska Department of
Economic Development; Omaha World-Herald.

*For more detailed population figures for counties and municipalities, see Pages 818 and 822.
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race. Blacks made up 4.3 percent of the state’s population; Asians, 1.5 percent; American
Indians, 0.9 percent; other races, 2.6 percent.

The median age of Nebraskans in 2005 was 36.2, the same as the national median
age. People younger than 18 made up 25.1 percent of the state’s population, while people
65 and older accounted for 12.8 percent of the population.

The state’s population in 2004 was 50.6 percent female and 49.4 percent male.

Nebraska’s 10 largest cities, according to the 2003 population estimates, are:

Trends in Nebraska’s Population

Omaha 404,267 Fremont 25,198
Lincoln 235,594 Nortfolk 24,061
Bellevue 46,734 North Platte 23,924
Grand Island 43,771 Hastings 23,536
Kearney 28211 Columbus 20,880

Since Nebraska became a state, its total
population has grown steadily, with the 2005
population higher than in any previous cen-
sus. The only decade in which Nebraska lost
population was 1930 to 1940, when the Great
Depression and drought created economic
hardships.

In 1870, most of Nebraska’s population
was rural. However, urban living has become
the norm. In 2000, about two-thirds of Ne-
braska residents lived in urban areas, defined
as municipalities of 2,500 or more residents.
While rural populations dwindle, Nebraska’s
larger cities continue to grow. Between 1990
and 2000, Omaha’s population increased 16.2
percent, Lincoln’s increased 17.5 percent and
Bellevue’s increased 43.5 percent.

Downtown Omaha Nebraska’s population is becoming
more racially and ethnically diverse. The most significant growth has occurred in the
Hispanic population, which now makes up the state’s largest minority group. In the
1990s, the state’s Hispanic population increased from 2.3 percent to 5.5 percent. The
black, Asian and American Indian populations also grew 0.8 percent during that time.

The state’s population also is getting older. Nebraska’s median age increased from
28.6 in 1970 to 35.3 in 2000. About 13.6 percent of Nebraskans were 65 years of age
or older in 2000, down slightly from 14.1 percent in 1990, but higher than the 1970
and 1980 totals.
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RECREATION AND PLACES OF INTEREST™

National Areas™
Nebraska has two national forest areas with hand-planted trees: the Bessey Ranger

District of the Nebraska National Forest in Blaine and Thomas counties, and the Samuel
R. McKelvie National Forest in Cherry County. The Pine Ridge Ranger District of
the Nebraska National Forest in Dawes and Sioux counties contains native ponderosa
pine trees. The U.S. Forest Service also administers the Oglala National Grassland in
northwest Nebraska. Within it is Toadstool Geologic Park, a moonscape of eroded
badlands containing fossil trackways that are 30 million years old. The Hudson-Meng
Bison Bonebed, an archaeological site containing the remains of more than 600 pre-
historic bison, also is located within the grassland.

Agate Fossil Beds National Monument in Sioux County contains animal fossils.
Homestead National Monument of America near Beatrice was built on one of the first
pieces of land claimed under the U.S. Homestead Act of 1862. Scotts Bluff National
Monument near Scottsbluff is an 800-foot bluff that was a landmark for pioneers on
the Oregon Trail. Chimney Rock National Historic Site, a 500-foot spire carved by the
elements, is near Bayard. It also served as a landmark for Oregon Trail travelers. The
Niobrara National Scenic River is a popular canoeing river. The Missouri/Niobrara/
Verdigre Creek National Recreational Rivers and the Missouri National Recreational
River offer land and water recreation and views of the waterways similar to those the
Lewis and Clark expedition saw as they crossed the Great Plains.

State Areas’”

Nebraska’s eight state parks are Eugene T. Mahoney and Platte River in Cass County,
Smith Falls in Cherry County, Chadron in Dawes County, Fort Robinson in Dawes and
Sioux counties, Indian Cave in Nemaha and Richardson counties, Niobrara in Knox
County and Ponca in Dixon County.

Arbor Lodge in Otoe County is one of the state’s most popular historical parks.
J. Stetling Morton, who founded Arbor Day, built a four-room house in 1855 that was
transformed into an elegant 52-room mansion. More than 200 varieties of trees are
planted on the estate’s grounds.

Other Nebraska historical parks include:

e Ash Hollow (Garden County), a rest stop for Oregon Trail travelers

o Ashfall Fossil Beds (Antelope County), a working paleontological dig of ancient
rhinoceroses

e Fort Atkinson (Washington County), the first U.S. military post built west of
the Missouri River

*Information for this section compiled from the following sources: Nebraska Department of Economic Development;
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission; Nebraska Indian Commission; National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior; U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture; Nebraska State Historical Society.

* For more information about the areas in Nebraska administered by the U.S. Forest Setrvice and the National Park
Service, see Pages 106-107 and 157-158.

7 For more information on state areas, see Page 656.
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o Arthur Bowring Sandhills Ranch (Cherry County), a working Sandhills cattle
ranch donated by Nebraska’s first female U.S. senator

e Buffalo Bill Ranch (Lincoln County), the home of William “Buffalo Bill” Cody,
Army scout and showman

e Champion Mill (Chase County), the last water-powered mill to operate in Ne-
braska

e Fort Hartsuff (Valley County), a restored 1870s military post

@ Fort Kearny (Kearney County), an Army frontier outpost to guard the Ovetland
Trail

® Rock Creek Station (Jefferson County), a stop on the Pony Express route where
Wild Bill Hickok killed David McCanles

Other Places of Interest

Thousands of travelers pass through Nebraska each year on highways that follow
the Oregon, California and Mormon trails. In some places, ruts from the pioneers’
wagon wheels can be seen from the road.

The Fontenelle Forest Nature Center at Bellevue, site of Nebraska’s oldest settle-
ment, was established as a trading post by John Jacob Astot’s American Fur Company
around 1832.

Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo has the world’s largest indoor rain forest, the world’s
largest indoor desert, the Kingdoms of the Seas aquarium, a nocturnal exhibit and
indoor swamp, and an IMAX theater. The zoo also operates a conservation park and
wildlife safari near Ashland. The Hastings Museum of Natural and Cultural History
has the world’s largest diorama of whooping cranes and Sandhill cranes in the world, a
plantetarium and the Lied Super Screen Theatre.

The State Capitol in Lincoln is considered an outstanding example of modern
architecture.

Willa Cather, Nebraska’s most famous writer, is honored with a pioneer memorial
at Red Cloud.

Lake McConaughy, Nebraska’s largest lake, is a popular recreational area. Campers
and hikers visit the rugged Pine Ridge area in northwestern Nebraska. Other scenic
spots are found along the Platte, Niobrara, Big Blue, Loup, Republican, Dismal and
Missouri rivers. Fishing, hunting, horse racing and rodeos also are popular pastimes in
Nebraska.

Special Events

One of the state’s largest events is Nebraskaland Days. The weeklong celebration,
which features parades, an old-time Wild West show and a rodeo, is held each June in
North Platte. Other rodeos include the Burwell Rodeo and Omaha’s Ak-Sar-Ben (Ne-
braska spelled backwards) World Championship Rodeo and Stock Show. The Nebraska
State Fair is held in Lincoln in late August and early September.

Many of the state’s ethnic groups hold annual festivals that feature native costumes,
dances and foods. Among the most popular events are Germanfest in Syracuse, the Swed-
ish Festival in Stromsburg, the Danish Festival in Dannebrog and the National Czech
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Festival in Wilber. Many people attend powwows of the Ponca Tribe in Niobrara, the
Omaha Tribe in Macy, the Santee Sioux Tribe in Niobrara and the Winnebago Tribe in
Winnebago. Other events include Oregon Trail Days in Gering, Sandhill Crane Migra-
tion Days and Husker Harvest Days in Grand Island, and Kool-Aid Days in Hastings.

The Lied Jungle at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo
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Uniguely Nebraskan

Husker
Football*

For 40 years, the Uni-
versity of Nebraska has
ranked among the most
dominant powers in college
football. Since Coach Bob
Devaney arrived in 1962, the
Cornhuskers have become
one of the most recognizable
symbols of the state.

Since winning its first game on Now. 27, 1890, the Nebraska football program
has amassed more than 780 victories. Since 1970, Nebraska has won five national
championships. Under the direction of Coach Tom Osborne, the Huskers posted
the best five-year record in NCAA football history — 60-3 from 1993 to 1997,
including three unbeaten and untied seasons.

Husker football fans are widely known as some of the most devoted fans in
sports. By the end of the 2005 season, there had been 275 consecutive sellouts
of Memorial Stadium — an NCAA record.

Besides football, Nebraska has fielded national championship teams in men’s
gymnastics, volleyball and women’s indoor track and bowling. With several College
Wortld Series appearances, most recently in 2005, both the baseball and softball
programs have excelled at a national level. The men’s track, women’s gymnastics,

wrestling and rifle teams have all earned top-10 finishes at the national champion-
ships in recent years.

For more information, visit the World Wide Web site —
www.huskers.com.

% Source: University of Nebraska-Lincoln Sports Information Office. Photo courtesy of University of Nebraska
Alumni Association.
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Special Attractions in Nebraska

Nebraska’s special attractions include (clockwise, from top left) Ashfall State Histori-
cal Park near Royal, Chimney Rock National Historic Site near Bayard, American

Indian dancing demonstrations and the historic Meriwether Lewis dredge near
Brownville.
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Attendance at Selected Nebraska Attractions, 2005%

I Attraction Location Attendance®
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument Harrison 14,211
Aksarben Aquarium Gretna 50,000
Arbor Day Farm .

Arbor Lodge State Historical Park and Arboretum y .

Art, Museum of Nebraska Kearney 21,974
Ash Hollow State Historical Park Lewellen 20,000
Ashfall Fossil Beds State Historical Park Royal 17,300
Bowring Sandhills Ranch State Historical Park, Arthur. Merriman 6,849
Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuge Fort Calhoun 25,000
Boys Town Visitor Center/Father Flanagans Boys Town Boys Town 255,906
Branched Oak State Recreation Area Malcolm 650,000
Buffalo Bill Ranch State Historical Park and State Recreational Area.......... North Platte 51,448
Calamus Reservoir State Recreation Area Burwell 435,470
Capitol Building, State Lincoln 72,000
Carhenge Alliance. 60,000
Cather State Historic Site, Willa Red Cloud 11,685
Chadron State Park Chadron 219,230
Champion Mill State Historical Park Champion 5,179
Children’s Museum, Lincoln Lincoln 141,000
Children’s Museum, Omaha Omaha 173,987*
Chimney Rock National Historic Site and Visitors Center Bayard NR*
Cottonmill Park Kearney 228,000%
Courthouse Rock and Jail Rock Bridgeport NR*
Davis Creek Reservoir North Loup 54,800
DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge Blair 234,239
Edgerton Explorit Center, Aurora 13,298
El Museo Latino Omaha 58,900
Enders State Recreation Area Enders 46,760
Folsom Children’s Zoo and Botanical Gardens Lincoln 145,000
Ford Birthsite and Gardens, Gerald R Omaha 12,000
Torest, Samuel R. McKelvie National Nenzel 800*
Fort Atkinson State Historical Park Fort Calhoun 39,995
Fort Hartsuff State Historical Park Burwell 20,000
Fort Kearny State Historical Park Kearney 55,600
Fort Kearny State Recreation Area Kearney 93,600
Fort Niobrara National Wildlife Refuge. Valentine 120,000
Fort Robinson Museum Crawford NR*
Fort Robinson State Park Crawford 361,230
Front Street/ Cowboy Museum Ogallala 83,900
Fur Trade, Museum of the Chadron 39,528
Genoa Indian School Museum Genoa 2,255
Governot’s Mansion Lincoln NR*
Grassland, Oglala National Crawford 36,000
Great Platte River Road Archway Monument Kearney 147,000%
Harlan County Reservoir Alma 424,394
Hastings Museum/Lied Theatre/].M. McDonald Planetarium Hastings 70,885
Henry Dootly Zoo Omaha 1,347,853
History, Museum of Nebraska Lincoln 28,298*
Holy Family Shrine Gretna 42,000
Homestead National Monument of America Beatrice 52,494
Indian Cave State Park Shubert 170,000
Johnson Lake State Recreation Area Elwood 196,225
Joslyn Art Museum Omaha 239,334
Lake Maloney State Recreation Area North Platte 80,000
Lake McConaughy/Lake Ogallala State Recreation Areas Ogallala 800,000
Lake Minatare State Recreation Area Minatare 75,000
Lauritzen Garden: Omaha 106,961
Lewis and Clark Lake State Recreation Area Crofton 270,000
Lied Center for the Performing Arts Lincoln 120,635
Louisville Lakes State Recreation Area Louisville 595,000
Mahoney State Park, Eugene T. Ashland 1,047,900

* Attractions selected include state historical sites, state parks, state historical parks, federal areas and non-commercial
attractions reporting annual attendance of 35,000 or higher. Other attractions were selected based on their historical
or geographical significance.

“Source: Nebraska Department of Economic Development. Figures represent attendance reported by the attractions
themselves for all of 2005. “NR” stands for “not reporting.” Those numbers designated with an asterisk (¥) are reported
attendance numbers in 2003 because 2005 numbers were not available.
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Attendance at Selected Nebraska Attractions, 2005 (Cont’d.)

IAttraction Location Attendance I
Medicine Creek State Recreation Area Cambridge 51,113
Merritt Reservoir State Recreation Area Valentine 112,294
Missouri River History Museum and Meriwether Lewis Dredge Brownville 5,000
Mormon Island State Recreation Area Grand Island ... 170,050
Neihardt State Historic Site, John G. Bancroft 1,716
Niobrara National Scenic River Valentine 58,750
Niobrara State Park Niobrara 130,350
Omaha Community Playhouse Omaha 103,791
Pioneer Village, Harold Warp Minden 59,052*
Pioneers Park Lincoln 450,000
Pioneers Park Nature Centet. Lincoln 81,400
Plainsman Museum Aurora 3,501
Platte River State Park Louisville 545,035
Ponca State Park Ponca 615,550
Pony Express Station Gothenburg 23,467
Red Willow State Recreation Area McCook 65,000
Schramm Park State Recreation Area Gretna 80,000
Scotts Bluff National Monument Gering 99,565
Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery and Sculpture Garden Lincoln 48,342
Sherman Reservoir State Recreation Area Loup City 43,125
Sod House Museum Gothenburg 25,000
Strategic Air and Space Museum Ashland 179,528
Stuhr Museum of the Prairie Pioneer Grand Island .. .65,500
Sutherland State Recreation Area Sutherland 50,000

Swanson Lake State Recreation Area

Toadstool Geological Park

Two Rivers State Recreation Area

University of Nebraska State Museum

Valentine National Wildlife Refuge
Victoria Springs State Recreation Area

Walnut Creek Lake and Recreation Area

Wehrspann Lake at Chalco Hills Recreation Area
Western Heritage Museum, Durham

Wildlife Safari, Lee G. Simmons Conservation Park and
Willow Creek State Recreation Area

Windmill State Recreation Area

Trenton 25,775
Crawford 12,000
Venice 272,806
Lincoln 55,840
Valentine 40,000*
Anselmo 35,000
Papillion 275,000
Omaha 400,000
Omaha 104,019
Ashland 86,157
Pierce 190,000

Gibbon 51,500
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EbpucATiON AND CULTURE!

Education*

Missionaries established the first Nebraska
schools to assimilate Indians into white culture.
The US. Army started the first schools for
white people at Fort Atkinson (near present-day
Fort Calhoun) in the 1820s. In 1855, the first
Legislature of the Nebraska Territory adopted a
free-school law, one year after the territory was
established.

Nebraska’s present public education system
is based on the state constitution adopted in 1875.
The state constitution directs the Legislature to
offer free instruction in public schools for people
between 5 and 21 years of age. School attendance
is mandatory for children 7 to 16 years of age.
Public schools also provide special education for
children with disabilities.

Nebraska’s education system is supervised

. by an eight-member nonpartisan board of educa-
One-Room Schoolhouse Replica

at the Stuhr Museum
in Grand Island

tion with members elected to four-year terms. A
board-appointed commissioner oversees admin-
istration of the state school system.

Nebraska had 449 public school districts in
the 2005-06 school year. Most Nebraskans send their children to public schools, but in
recent years more parents have chosen private or home school options for education.

Nebraska’s largest higher education institution is the University of Nebraska, with
campuses in Lincoln, Omaha, Kearney and Curtis. The state also supports three state
colleges in Chadron, Peru and Wayne, plus a statewide community college system.
Independent private colleges and trade schools are other higher education options. In
November 1990, voters passed a constitutional amendment empowering the Nebraska
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education to coordinate and oversee the
programs and activities of all colleges and universities in the state.

“nformation for this section compiled from the following sources: Nebraska Constitution, Article VII; Nebraska
Department of Education; Nebraska Library Commission; Nebraska Department of Economic Development; Ne-
braska Indian Commission; Nebraska State Historical Society; Nebraska Broadcasters Association; Nebraska Press
Association; Associated Press; Love Library, University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

“For more details on education in Nebraska, sce Page 618 (Board of Trustees of the Nebraska State Colleges), Page
622 (State Board of Education and State Department of Education), Page 641 (Board of Educational Lands and
Funds), Page 700 (Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education), Page 717 (University of Nebraska
Board of Regents), Page 736 (Nebraska Community College Aid, Grant and Contract Review Committee), Page 739
(Nebraska Educational Finance Authority), Page 739 (Nebraska Elementary and Secondary School Finance Authority),
Page 756 (interstate education compacts), Page 845 (school districts and educational service units), Page 848 (lists of
elementary and secondary schools) and Page 902 (school statistics and colleges and universities).
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Libraries®

Nebraska’s first library was established at the Fort Atkinson military post in
1820. The federal Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 provided for a territorial library in
Nebraska, which later became the state law library. Omaha was the site of the state’s
first public library in 1871. In 1877, the Legislature authorized incorporated towns to
establish and maintain free public libraries and reading rooms. The 1901 Legislature
established a state library commission to promote, develop and coordinate Nebraska’s
public library services.

Today, Nebraska has 57 postsecondary academic libraries, 275 public libraries and
reading rooms, about 797 elementary and secondary school libraries, 25 institutional
libraries, 92 special libraries, 93 county law libraries and 10 state agency libraries. All
libraries can share materials through a statewide network of six regional multitype library
systems, supported by the Nebraska Library Commission.

Love Library at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln is the largest library in the
state, with more than 2.8 million volumes, 31,571 active periodicals, 4.5 million micro-
form pieces, more than 136,000 audio visual materials and computer workstations with
access to CD-ROM and online databases. Other larger libraries include the Nebraska
Library Commission, the Nebraska State Library-Supreme Court Law Library at the
State Capitol, the Lincoln City Libraries, the Omaha Public Libraries, and academic
libraries at Creighton University, the University of Nebraska at Kearney, the University
of Nebraska Medical Center and the University of Nebraska at Omaha.

Museums, Art and Culture

The Joslyn Art Museum’s collection in Omaha ranges from ancient to modern
art, including art objects created by American Indians and western frontier art. The
Durham Western Heritage Museum also is in Omaha. The Sheldon Art Gallery on
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus features a comprehensive collection of
American art. The Museum of Nebraska Art in Kearney features works of artists who
were born in Nebraska or who reside in the state. The University of Nebraska State
Museum at UNL has one of the largest fossil collections in the United States, including
a prehistoric mammoth skeleton display. The Lied Center for the Performing Arts at
UNL offers a variety of stage, music and dramatic performances.

The Nebraska State Historical Society maintains the Museum of Nebraska History
in Lincoln, as well as the John G. Neihardt State Historic Site in Bancroft, the Neligh
Mill State Historic Site in Neligh, the Fort Robinson Museum in Crawford, the Sen.
George W. Norris State Historic Site in McCook, the Willa Cather State Historic Site
in Red Cloud, the Chimney Rock National Historic Site near Bayard, Courthouse and
Jail Rocks near Bridgeport, the Gerald R. Ford Conservation Center in Omaha and the
Thomas P. Kennard House-Nebraska Statchood Memorial in Lincoln.*

* More information on Nebraska libraries can be found on Page 691 and 938.
*See section on the Nebraska State Historical Society (Page 661) for further details on the society and lists of Nebraska
historical markers and historical organizations.
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The Strategic Air and Space Museum near Ashland has warplane and aviation his-
tory and missile displays. In Minden, the Harold Warp Pioneer Village has more than
30,000 displays depicting U.S. life since 1830. In Grand Island, the Stuhr Museum of
the Prairie Pioneer, built partially on an island in a man-made lake, features a restored
1800s railroad town. A museum at Scotts Bluff National Monument displays the history
and art of the Oregon Trail. The U.S. Indian School in Genoa is a historical museum.
Chadron’s Museum of the Fur Trade has Indian artifact exhibits, guns and other fur
trade relics.

The Lied Center at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Communication®

Thomas Morton began issuing the first newspaper in Nebraska, the Nebraska Pal-
ladinm and Platte Valley Advocate, in 1854. A newspaper targeted for black audiences, The
Progress, was first published in Omaha in 1889.

Today, Nebraska has 179 general interest newspapers, including 18 dailies and 12
college newspapers. Other newspapers published include special interest newspapers,
such as farm and business newspapers, legal notice newspapers and newspapers aimed
at specific ethnic or religious groups. The largest daily newspapers are the Omaha World-
Herald and the Lincoln Journal Star. More than 50 magazines and journals are produced
in Nebraska.

Nebraska’s first commercial radio station, WOAW (now WOW) in Omaha, began
broadcasting in 1923. Television came to Nebraska in 1949, when KMTV and WOW-TV
in Omaha began on-air operations. The University of Nebraska established educational
television in 1954 and a statewide public radio network in 1988.

Nebraska has 148 commercial and noncommercial radio stations, including nine

* See Page 945 for a list of Nebraska newspapers and Page 948 for a list of Nebraska radio and television stations.
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statewide public radio stations; 25 commercial and noncommercial TV stations, includ-
ing nine statewide public TV stations.

Nebraska also has an Associated Press wite service operation based in Omaha,
with bureaus in Omaha and Lincoln. The AP is an international news organization
that compiles news from and distributes news to its members, which include all daily
newspapers and most broadcasting outlets.

GOVERNMENT?*

Federal Government

Nebraska is represented in Congress by two senators and three representatives,
giving Nebraska five votes in the Electoral College, which elects the U.S. president and
vice president. Senators serve six-year terms, while representatives serve two-year terms.
Nebraska members of Congress have offices and residences in Nebraska as well as in
Washington, D.C.

The federal executive branch is represented in Nebraska by agency branch offices
and other entities, many of which are in Lincoln and Omaha. Cabinet-level agencies
with a presence in Nebraska include the departments of Agriculture, Commerce, De-
fense, Energy, Health and Human Services, Homeland Security, Housing and Urban
Development, Interior, Justice, Labor, Transportation, Treasury and Veterans Affairs.
A major federal presence in the state is Offutt Air Force Base, which employs nearly
9,800 military and civilian personnel. Offutt, located near Bellevue, is home to the Air
Force’s 55th Wing, as well as the U.S. Strategic Command, which manages the nation’s
strategic forces in order to deter attacks on the United States. About a dozen independent
federal agencies also have Nebraska branch offices, including the U.S. Postal Service,
which maintains post offices in almost every community.

The U.S. judicial branch includes courts of appeals and district courts. Nebraska
is part of the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, and the entire state makes up a single
district in the district court system. Nebraska presently has two U.S. 8th Circuit judges
and six U.S. district judges, including those with senior judge status.

State Government
Nebraska’s first constitution, adopted in 1866, served as the basis for the state’s
admission to the Union in 1867. This constitution was replaced in 1875 by another one
that strictly limited state government power. In 1920, Nebraskans approved 41 amend-
ments proposed by a constitutional convention.
Constitutional amendments may be proposed by the state Legislature, by a con-

“ Informaion for this section compiled from the following sources: The United States Government Manual 2004/ 05; Ne-

braska Constitution; U.S. government agencies; League of Nebraska Municipalities; Nebraska Association of County
Officials; Nebraska Department of Administrative Services; Nebraska Department of Revenue; Nebraska State Court
Administrator’s Office; Nebraska Indian Commission. For further details on federal, state, local and tribal government
in Nebraska, see sections elsewhere in this book. See “Nebraska Political Parties and Elections” for information on
Nebraska’s voting requirements and election dates.
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Uniquely Nebraskan

The Unicameral Legislature®’

Nebraska is the only state in the
nation with a unicameral (one-house)
legislature. All other state legislatures have
two houses. Nebraska’s 49 legislators,
called state senators, are elected from
49 districts, each with approximately the
same number of residents.

Nebraska also has the nation’s only
nonpartisan legislature. Senators are elect-
ed with no party affiliation next to their
names on the ballot, and the Legislature’s
speaker and committee chairpersons are
selected without regard to their party
membership.

Before 1937, Nebraska had a two-
house, partisan legislature. In 1934, Ne-
braska voters adopted a constitutional amendment providing for a one-house,
nonpartisan legislature. This proposal was submitted to voters through an initiative
petition effort. The leading advocate of the proposal was US. Sen. George W.
Norris, who said the two-house system was outdated and inefficient. For more
information about the Nebraska Legislature, see Pages 279-321.

stitutional convention or by the people. Amendments must be approved by voters at a
regular or special election in order to be adopted.

The state constitution gives the people the power of initiative, which allows them
to propose, by petition, constitutional amendments or statutory changes. The people
also have the power of referendum, which may be invoked, by petition, against acts
of the Legislature.

Like the federal government, Nebraska’s government is divided into three branches:
legislative, executive and judicial. Nebraska is the only state in the nation with a uni-
cameral (one-house) legislature and the only state with a nonpartisan legislature. The
49 legislators, called state senators, serve four-year terms.

Nebraska’s chief executive is the governor, who is elected for a four-year term.
Other elected four-year term officials are the lieutenant governor, secretary of state,
auditor of public accounts, treasurer and attorney general. Within the executive branch

7 Source: Unicameral Information Office, Clerk of the Legislature.



58 NEBRASKA: THE CORNHUSKER STATE

are various departments and agencies that perform a variety of functions.

Nebraska’s judicial system is lead by a Supreme Court, made up of a chief justice
selected at large and six judges selected from six judicial districts in the state. Beneath this
court are the Court of Appeals, district courts, county courts, a workers’ compensation
court, and separate juvenile courts in Douglas, Lancaster and Sarpy counties. Judges ate
appointed by the governor and must be approved periodically for retention by voters.

Since Nebraska’s constitution allows no indebtedness, government expenses must
be met on a pay-as-you-go basis. Most state revenues are generated through sales and
income taxes. Other revenue sources include taxes on insurance premiums, gasoline,
tobacco and liquor.

Nebraska State Capitol

The seat of state government in Nebraska is the State Capitol. Nebraska had two
territorial capitols in Omaha. Since achieving statehood, Nebraska has had three capitols
in Lincoln. The current Capitol is considered one of the world’s greatest architectural
achievements. The building was designed by architect Bertram G. Goodhue as both
a practical working environment for state
government and an inspiring monument for

Nebraskans.

Goodhue assembled a four-person team
to decorate the building: Lee Lawrie, sculp-
tor; Hildreth Meiere, tile and mosaic designer;
Hartley B. Alexander, thematic consultant for
inscription and symbolism; and Augustus V.
Tack, mural artist. Built of Indiana limestone,
the Capitol’s base is a cross within a square
with four intetior courtyards. The square base
measures 437 feet on each side. From the base’s
center rises a 400-foot domed tower, crowned
with a 19-foot bronze figure, designed by
Lawrtie, called “The Sower,” which represents
agriculture, Nebraska’s chief industry. A the-
matic progression of ornamentation extends
from the principal second-floor entrance on
the north, around the building’s exterior and
through its interior. It starts with carved buf-
falo flanking the exterior grand staircase.

The building, furnishings and landscap-
ing cost just less than the $10 million budget.
The money was secured by a special capitol
levy, and all building expenses were paid upon

State Capitol in Lincoln completion in 1932. The four-phase con-
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struction was completed in 10 years. The building’s construction was overseen by the
Capitol Commission composed of the governor, the state engineer and three members
appointed by the governor.

The Capitol has been honored by the National Park Service, the American Institute
of Architects, the Building Stone Institute and other groups.

Local Government*

Nebraska has 93 counties, 66 of which have a commissioner-precinct form of
government. These 66 are each governed by a board of commissioners with three or
five members, elected for four-year terms. The rest of the counties have a supervi-
sor-township form of government. These are governed by seven-member boards of
supervisors, also elected to four-year terms.

There are 532 cities and villages, or municipalities, in Nebraska. Most cities have
a mayor-council form of government, while exceptions like Nebraska City have a
commissioner form of government, and several others use the council-manager form.
Most villages are governed by a five-member board of trustees. Nebraska’s constitu-
tion grants the option of home rule to cities with more than 5,000 residents, meaning
they may operate under their own charters. To date, only Lincoln and Omaha have
used this option.

Tribal/Sovereign Governments®

Within Nebraska are four sovereign Native American tribes that have democratic
forms of government. These tribes are the Omaha, Ponca, Santee Sioux and Win-
nebago. Tribal governments are governed by tribal constitutions, bylaws, ordinances
and laws. The governing bodies are the tribal councils, made up of elected council
members who serve a term as determined by the tribal constitution. Elections are held
regularly as dictated by the tribal constitution, and tribal members are allowed to vote.
Membership for the Omaha, Santee Sioux and Winnebago tribes is determined by a set
blood quantum percentage, as determined by documented lineal descent. Membership
in the Ponca Tribe, which has no blood quantum requirement, is determined solely by
documented lineal descent.

Nebraska is a Public Law 280 state and did assume Public Law 280 jurisdiction over
the tribes. Public Law 280 is the federal law that gave the states extensive jurisdiction over
tribes, if the state chose to assume such jurisdiction. Nebraska has chosen to retrocede
some Public Law 280 jurisdiction back to the federal government. The effect of this
retrocession is that the Omaha and Winnebago tribes have their own judicial and law
enforcement agencies, and the Santee Sioux and Ponca tribes have no such agencies.

* For more information about local government in Nebraska, see Page 817.
# For more information on tribal government in Nebraska, see Pages 155-156 (U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs) and
Pages 708-710 (Nebraska Commission on Indian Affairs).



60 NEBRASKA: THE CORNHUSKER STATE

HisTtory”

Earliest Records

Nebraska’s fossil beds and glacial deposits show that it once was an inland sea bed
that later was elevated above water. The area once had a tropical climate, but during a
later period, glaciers covered the land. Archaeologists estimate that prehistoric people
inhabited the area between 10,000 and 25,000 years ago, based on discoveries of stone
tools and weapons. The earliest inhabitants were nomadic hunters, but centuries later,
others came to the grasslands to hunt, fish and farm.

People entered and abandoned Nebraska as the climate fluctuated between long
periods of drought and times of plentiful moisture. About one thousand years ago, a
culture known as the Village Farmers came to the Plains and the population increased.
The Village Farmers became more dependent on agriculture and lived in small villages
made of square or rectangular earth-covered dwellings. The Plains population dwindled
after A.D. 1300, possibly because of climate change, warfare or disease.

Native American Tribes

Through the centuries, people entered and abandoned the Nebraska area as the
climate fluctuated between long periods of drought and times of plentiful moisture.
This constant movement created a diverse mixture of Native American languages and
cultures.

The Pawnees and their northern relatives, the Arikaras, lived in the area the longest.
They came from the south about four or five centuries ago and established villages along
the Platte, Loup, Republican and other central Nebraska waterways. The Pawnees hunted
buffalo on the plains and farmed beans, corn and squash. In the 18th century, the Omaha,
Ponca and Oto tribes entered eastern Nebraska and lived near the Missouri River. Other
tribes, such as the Teton Sioux (Lakotas), Arapahoes and Cheyennes, migrated westward
from forested areas north and east of the Missouri River. Altogether, the various tribes
living in the Nebraska area may have numbered about 40,000 in 1800.

The Native Americans understood the world to have a unity or coherence. The
Native Americans made no distinction between practical and religious activities. For
example, among the Pawnees, sacred ceremonies were as essential as hoeing was to
make corn grow.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, plains Native American cultures were profoundly
influenced when Spanish intruders introduced horses. The Pawnees and Omahas quickly
adapted horses for use on their long seasonal bison hunts into western Nebraska and
central Kansas. Completely nomadic tribes such as the Lakotas developed cultures
centered around horses. These tribes lived in tepees year-round and became dependent
on bison for food, clothing, tools and other items.

* Information for this section compiled from the following sources: Nebraska State Historical Society; Nebraska Indian
Commission; Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service; Nebraska: An Illustrated History, Frederick C. Luebke, 1995.
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When white explorers and fur traders
began to penetrate the area in the 18th cen-
tury, the Native Americans usually welcomed
them and eagerly exchanged furs for guns,
blankets, clothing, alcohol and other items.
Such contacts also spread diseases such as
measles. Epidemics devasted the Native
Americans.

Traditional Native American culture
thrived in Nebraska until the 1830s. As white
penetration of Nebraska increased, the U.S.
government began negotiating with various
tribes for cessions of Native Ametrican lands
in Nebraska. These negotiations were not
yet completed in the 1850s when Nebraska
became a tertitory and land was made avail-

Chief Red Cloud, able to whites for ownership.
Oglala Sioux

Spanish and French Explorers

In 1541, Spanish explorer Francisco Vasquez de Coronado led an expedition across
the U.S. Southwest into Kansas. He claimed the entire territory for Spain, although
Spaniards never established settlements in Nebraska.

French explorer Rene Robert Cavalier, Sieur de La Salle, traveled down the Mis-
sissippi River to its mouth in 1682. He claimed all the land drained by the Mississippi,
as well as its tributaries, for France. The land, which included Nebraska, was named
“Louisiana” in honor of French King Louis XIV. During the 1690s and early 1700s,
French traders and trappers moved into the Louisiana region. In 1714, French explorer
Etienne Veniard de Bourgmont traveled up the Missouri River to the mouth of the
Platte River.

Spain objected to France’s presence in the regions it claimed. In 1720, a Spanish
expedition of 45 soldiers, led by Pedro de Villasur, marched into Nebraska, intending
to remove the French. But in a battle by the Platte River, Pawnee Indians attacked and
killed most of the Spaniards.

In 1739, two French explorers, Pierre and Paul Mallet, set out from Illinois to Santa
Fe, N.M., with a party of six Frenchmen. They named the Platte River and traveled
nearly the entire length of present-day Nebraska.

In 1763, at the close of the Seven Years” War in Europe, France gave up all its
claims east of the Mississippi River to England and west of the Mississippi to Spain.
However, French fur traders continued to operate in Nebraska. In 1800, French ruler
Napoleon Bonaparte forced Spain to return the Louisiana Territory to France. He then
sold the entire territory, which included Nebraska, to the United States in 1803. This
transaction is commonly known as the Louisiana Purchase.
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U.S. Explorers and Fur Traders

The first U.S. expedition to visit Nebraska in 1804 to 1806 was led by Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark, who traveled up the Missouri River and explored the state’s
eastern edge. In 1800, Lt. Zebulon Pike visited south-central Nebraska as part of a U.S.
government program to explore the Louisiana Purchase.

The Spanish-American trader Manuel Lisa established trading posts along the Mis-
souri River between 1807 and 1820. One established in 1812 was near the site where
Lewis and Clark held council with the Native Americans, in present-day Washington
County.

In 1811, the Hunt party of Astorians skirted Nebraska on its way to Oregon. The
following year, fur agent Robert Stuart set out for New York City from the Astoria trad-
ing post in Oregon, entering Nebraska early in 1813. Stuart’s seven-man party followed
the North Platte River to its junction with the South Platte, then along the Platte to the
Missouri River. This route later came to be known as the Oregon Trail.

In 1819, the U.S. Army established Nebraska’s first military post, Fort Atkinson
(near the present town of Fort Calhoun in Washington County), to protect the fron-
tier. The fort, with more than 1,000 people, also became the site of Nebraska’s first
school, library, grist mill and brickyard before it was abandoned in 1827. The village of
Bellevue, founded on the Missouri River in 1823, became Nebraska’s first permanent
white settlement.

In 1820, Maj. Stephen Long, with a 20-man party, traveled from the Missouri River
up the Platte River to the South Platte headwaters near present-day Denver. In his reports,
Long desctibed the area including western Nebraska as a “barren and uncongenial dis-
trict” and “almost wholly unfit for cultivation, and of course uninhabitable by a people
depending upon agriculture for their subsistence.” A map drawn by the cartographer
of Long’s expedition labeled the region a “Great Desert.”

Family in Covered Wagon
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Beginning in 1824 and continuing through the 1840s, fur traders used the Platte
River route heavily. In 1830, traders took the first wagons to the Rocky Mountains,
showing the way for later emigrant caravans.

Missionaries
The Rev. Moses Merrill and his wife, Eliza Wilcox Merrill, were the first resident
missionaties to Nebraska’s Native Americans. They arrived in Bellevue in 1833 and
continued their work until Rev. Merrill’s death in 1840. Samuel Allis and the Rev. John
Dunbar, who arrived in Bellevue in 1834, served as missionaries to the Pawnee Tribe for
12 years. Father De Smet, a Catholic missionary, came to Nebraska in 1835, ministering
to Native Americans west of the Missouri River for 35 years.

The “Great Migration”

In the carly 1840s, Nebraska’s Platte River valley began to play an important role
in the “Great Migration,” the westward movement of thousands of pioneers. They
followed trails crossing Nebraska, including the Oregon and California trails, which
followed the Little Blue and Platte River valleys, and the Mormon Trail (Council Bluffs
Road), which started from present-day Omaha and traveled along the north bank of
the Platte River.

These trails were traveled extensively until railroad construction reached the Pacific
Coast. Between April 3, 1860, and Oct. 24, 1861, Pony Express riders also followed the
Platte River valley, carrying mail to the west coast. Fort Kearny was established in 1848
near the present-day city of Kearney to protect travelers crossing Nebraska.

The Pony Express
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In 1832, the steamboat Yellowstone began the first annual fur-trading voyages up
the Missouri River, stopping at points along the Nebraska border. The steamboat was
an important form of transportation until the construction of railroads in the 1860s,
with 40 to 50 steamboats involved in river trade.

Until the Nebraska Territory was established in 1854, the U.S. government des-
ignated the area as Native American country, refusing to allow white families to settle
there. Between 1830 and 1854, rugged frontier conditions prevailed. The only two white
settlements of any size were Fort Kearny and Bellevue.

Nebraska Territory

The word “Nebraska” first began to appear in publications in 1842, when Lt. John
C. Fremont explored the plains and mountains of the western United States. His report
mentions the “Nebraska River,” the Oto Indian name for the Platte River. The term was
taken from the Oto word “Nebrathka” meaning “flat water.” U.S. Secretary of War Wil-
liam Wilkins, in his report of Now. 30, 1844, stated: “The Platte or Nebraska River being
the central stream would very properly furnish a name to the (proposed) territory.”

The first bill to organize the new Nebraska Territory, introduced in Congress
on Dec. 17, 1844, by Illinois Sen. Stephen Douglas, failed to pass. Douglas and other
Midwestern politicians wanted the territory organized so a future transcontinental
railroad could be built across the Plains. Another bill, called the Kansas-Nebraska Act,
was passed after a long, bitter struggle and signed by President Franklin Pierce on May
30, 1854. The struggle between the slave and free states for control in the Nebraska
region gave rise to the Republican Party and caused border conflicts before the Civil
War. Slaves were first bought and sold in the 1850s in Nebraska City and, at one time,
the Underground Railroad may have operated in Nebraska.

The Kansas-Nebraska Act officially created the Kansas and Nebraska territories,
opening the area to settlement west of the Missouri River. The Nebraska Territory’s
boundaries extended from the 40th parallel to the Canadian border and from the Mis-
souri River to the Continental Divide, including parts of present-day Montana, North
and South Dakota, Wyoming and Colorado, as well as Nebraska. By 1863, Congress
created several more new territories from this region, reducing the Nebraska Territory
to about the state’s present size.

President Pierce appointed Francis Burt of South Carolina as the first governor
of the Nebraska Territory. When Burt died two days after taking the oath of office
on Oct. 16, 1854, the territory’s secretary, Thomas Cuming, became acting governor.
Cuming organized the territorial government and took a census so that legislative elec-
tions could be held.

A struggle between the new town of Omaha and the old town of Bellevue to
be the territorial capital was decided in favor of Omaha by Cuming, who called the
first session of the Legislature to meet there. However, the issue was not settled until
Nebraska achieved statehood in 1867, when the capital was moved to Lancaster, now
known as Lincoln.



NEBRASKA: THE CORNHUSKER STATE 65

During Nebraska’s early territorial days, settling the countryside, land and currency
laws, the proposed transcontinental railroad, the capital’s location, the rivalry between
regions north and south of the Platte River, the Republican Party formation, and the
defeat of the first efforts to make Nebraska a state were the prevalentissues of the time.
The territory’s population grew from 2,732 in November 1854 to 28,841 in 1860.

Effect of the Civil War and Railroad Construction

The election of Abraham Lincoln as president and the Civil War that followed
had a significant effect on Nebraska. The First Nebraska Infantry, led by Col. John M.
Thayer, was raised for service in the Union Army. Nebraska’s entry into the Union was
delayed until after the Civil War ended.

In 1865, the Union Pacific Railroad began building a line extending westward
from Omaha. This line stretched across Nebraska two years later. By the mid-1880s,
the Burlington Railroad lines crisscrossed the state. Many railroads received land grants
from state and federal governments to offset construction costs. These lands were sold
to new settlers through extensive advertising campaigns. The railroads sent company
representatives and pamphlets, which included glowing descriptions of Nebraska’s
farmland, to people in the eastern United States and even Europe. These campaigns,

plus an influx of Civil War veterans seeking land, swelled Nebraska’s population to
122,993 by 1870.

Statehood

In eatly 1867, Congtress passed an act admitting Nebraska to the Union, provided
that the Nebraska Legislature remove a clause in its proposed state constitution that
limited the right to vote to free white males. President Andrew Johnson, convinced that
the imposition of this condition on the state constitution was a violation of the U.S.
Constitution, vetoed the act, but Congress overrode his veto. Johnson, a Democrat, also
did not want Nebraska admitted to the Union because the territory had a Republican
majority.

Nebraska joined the Union as the 37th state on March 1, 1867. The people elected
David Butler as the first governor, and Lincoln became the state capital on July 29. A
state university and agriculture college were established on Feb. 15, 1869.

Hard Times

Beginning in 1873, a combination of problems slowed the state’s growth and devel-
opment. Between 1874 and 1877, swarms of grasshoppers severely damaged farmers’
oat, barley, corn and wheat crops. Discouraged, many settlers left their land and returned
to the East. However, another wave of settlers took their place in the 1880s.

Nebraska settlers were tested by falling land prices in the 1890s. Land prices, which
had soared during the 1880s, collapsed in 1890 because of drought, overuse of credit
and low prices for farmers’ products.
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Farmers blamed the railroads, banks and other business interests for their problems.
Many farmers joined the new Farmers’ Alliance organization, which opposed high freight
costs imposed by the railroads.

Many Nebraska farmers also joined the Populist Party, which advocated agricultural
reforms. The Populists neatly carried the state in te presidential election of 1892, and
from 1895 to 1901, they held the governor’s office.

Nebraska also supplied national leadership for the Populist movement. William
Jennings Bryan of Nebraska won election to Congress and served two terms (1891-95).
In 1896, he unsuccessfully ran for president as a Democrat on an essentially Populist
platform. He was nominated twice more as the Democratic presidential candidate but
was not elected, although he served as U.S. secretary of state.

African Americans in Nebraska after the Civil War

Following the Civil War, African Americans began establishing themselves in Ne-
braska. In 1860, there were an estimated 82 African Americans in the state. By 1900 that
number had risen to 6,269. Most African Ameticans moved to Omaha, where chances
were greater of finding work. Most opportunities for employment were found with the
railroads, packing houses or other labor fields. The 1910 census, however, indicates that
one physician and surgeon, 25 musicians and teachers of music, and 14 clergmen of
African American descent lived in Nebraska.

History books indicate that African Americans contributed to the settlement of
Nebraska. In 1870, Robert Anderson was the first African American to homestead in
Box Butte County. Other homesteaders included L.B. Mattingly, who resided near David
City; David Patrick, who lived in Hamilton County; and the Speece and Shores families,
who settled in Custer County.

African American organizations such as the Women’s Club in 1895 began to emerge
in Omaha, as did newspapers such as The Progress, the Afro-American Sentinel and The
Enterprise in the 1880s and 1890s.

Many African Americans distinguished themselves in public life: Dr. Matthew O.
Ricketts was the first African American to serve in the Nebraska Legislature in 1892,
Silas Robbins was the first African Ametrican to be admitted to the Nebraska State Bar
Association in 1895, and Clarence W. Wigington was the first African American to
design a home in Nebraska.
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The Shores Family, 1887, Custer County

Settlement of Western Nebraska

The development of irrigation and new dryland farming methods during the 1890s
and early 1900s greatly contributed to the settlement of western Nebraska. Congress
passed the Reclamation Act of 1902, which earmarked federal aid for irrigation projects.
New crops, such as winter wheat, alfalfa and sugar beets, also helped make farming
viable in western Nebraska.

Settlers wishing to farm in western Nebraska were frequently opposed, often
with armed violence, by ranchers who had preceded them. The farmers rejoiced when
Congress passed the Kinkaid Act of 1904, which provided for 640-acre homesteads in
western Nebraska. The act triggered a new population boom in the Sandhills area. But
when the new settlers found much of the land unsuitable for farming, they sold their
homesteads to cattle ranchers.

World War I and the Great Depression

World War I had a notable effect on life in Nebraska. The state furnished 47,801
men for the war, and about 1,000 soldiers were killed in the line of duty. The state also
gave about $300 million to war causes and contributed food to the war effort. Demand
for the state’s farm products brought new economic prosperity.

But when the war was over, the economic boom collapsed. The 1929 stock market
crash caused farm prces to fall even further. The Great Depression that followed, together
with a severe drought that hit the Midwest, created economic disaster for farmers. Many
faced bankruptcy and loss of their land to banks and insurance companies.
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However, some farmers refused to give up their land. By 1932, conditions had be-
come so desperate that groups of farmers began preventing foreclosures by threatening
physical violence at public land sales. Sympathetic sheriffs often refused to carry out court
orders for the public sale of land marked for foreclosure. In 1933, Gov. Chatles Bryan
imposed a moratorium on farm foreclosures. Federal aid came to Nebraska farmers
through New Deal long-term, low-interest loans and other relief programs.

Progressive Legislation

Many progressive laws were enacted in Nebraska between 1890 and 1940. Among
the measures adopted were provisions for the Australian ballot, direct primary election,
and initiative and referendum. (The Australian ballot is an official ballot, on which the
names of all candidates and proposals appeatr, that is distributed only at the polling place
and marked in secret.) Nebraska women gained the right to vote when Congress passed
the 19th amendment in 1920. The state’s educational system was greatly expanded. High
school education was made available to all students, and a public-ownership-of-textbooks
law was passed. A state highway system was built from money raised by a new gasoline
tax and federal aid. During the 1930s, the state enacted Social Security legislation and
imposed new liquor and head taxes, along with other gasoline taxes, to furnish funds
for state aid. Another significant development during this period was the creation of a
unicameral (one-house) legislature, the first of its kind in the nation.!

World War I1

With the advent of World War II, which created new demand for farm products,
Nebraska’s economy began to improve significantly. Farmers increased beef cattle
production and produced millions of tons of corn, potatoes, oats and wheat to help
meet food shortages. Besides food, the state sent some 128,000 soldiers to the war,
3,055 of whom died in the service. Nebraskans bought more than $1 billion worth of
war supplies and contributed more than $8 million to the Red Cross and the National
War Fund. Manufacturing plants in the state produced more than $1.2 billion worth
of war supplies.

Developments Since World War 11
The end of World War II ushered in prosperity which has, for the most part,
continued to the present day. In 1944, Congtress passed the Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin
Project, which authorized the creation of flood control dams, reservoirs and hydroelectric
plants in states drained by the Missouri River, including Nebraska. Spectacular growth
in irrigation has occurred across the state and, with the invention of the pivot system,
thousands of acres of dryland have been made productive. However, intensive irrigation
and water pollution have caused concern about the future of the state’s water supply,

generating controversy between land developers and environmentalists.

*! See Pages 57 and 280-284 for further information about the establishment of Nebraska’s unicameral legislature.
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Since the 1950s, Nebraska farms have become larger in size and fewer in number.
The average farm size has grown from 444 acres in 1950 to 885 actes in 1997, while
the total number of farms has dropped from 109,000 to about 51,500. Machinery and
modern farming methods have made agriculture more efficient, thereby decreasing the
need for farm workers. This trend has caused many rural residents to move to larger
communities in search of jobs.

This population shift has generated new efforts to increase industry in Nebraska.
During the 1960s, manufacturing employment increased sharply, partly as a result of
campaigns to attract new businesses to the state. Service industries also have experienced
rapid growth. Expanding and diversifying Nebraska’s economy remains a top priority
in state government today.

Nebraskans expetrienced some of the racial unrest more commonly associated
with the country’s larger urban areas. Civil rights demonstrations in Omaha in 1963 led
to the creation of the Omaha Human Rights Commission, and in 1968 and 1969, race
riots required intervention by the military and the National Guard.

Many changes in education have occurred in Nebraska since World War II. The
University of Nebraska was reorganized to include campuses in Lincoln and Omaha,
with central administration in Lincoln. Kearney State College was added to the university
system in 1991. A state-supported system of community colleges was created in 1971.
Following passage of the Nebraska Educational Television Act in 1963, Nebraska be-
came one of the first states to broadcast educational programming to the entire state.
At the elementary and secondary level, many school districts have been consolidated,
reflecting the decline in rural Nebraska’s population.

In the mid-1970s, many Nebraska farmers borrowed heavily to expand their opera-
tions. But with the nationwide recession of the early 1980s, land values collapsed, and
many farmers were unable to repay their loans in full. Many people have left farming
altogether, thereby weakening the economic base of many rural communities. As a result,
these communities have stepped up efforts to attract new industries and expand existing
ones. To stimulate economic growth, the 1987 Legislature adopted two measures that
authorized tax incentives for businesses intending to create new jobs in Nebraska.
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Top 10 Nebraska News Stories, 2005>

1. With his predecessor Mike Johanns confirmed as the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture,
Dave Heineman officially took over as Nebraska’s 39th governor on Jan. 21, 2005.

2. The Legislature approved dissolving the state’s elementary-only, or Class I, school
districts, but a petition drive and court battle delayed the move.

3. US. Rep. Tom Osborne ran for the Republican nomination for governor. Osborne
retired as head football coach at the University of Nebraska at the end of the 1997 season
and was finishing his third term in Congress when he made the announcement.

4. After an 18-year-fight to build a nuclear waste site in Nebraska, a settlement was
reached. Nebraska paid $141 million to Kansas, Arkansas, Louisiana and Oklahoma, with
which it originally joined to build the regional low-level radioactive waste dump.

5. The Legislature voted 31-0 to ask University of Nebraska Regent Dave Hergert
to resign for campaign finance violations. When he refused, a special legislative com-
mittee was formed to investigate whether he should be impeached.

6. Parts of Nebraska suffered from a sixth year of drought. However, the situa-
tion improved as timely rains in the summer helped replenish some of the water Lake
McConaughy lost. The state’s largest lake finished the irrigation season up about seven
feet from last yeat’s record lows.

7. Gov. Dave Heineman led a trade delegation to Cuba and secured $27 million in
trade agreements for beans, corn, wheat and other agticultural products.

8. The ongoing battle of how best to regulate the state’s surface and irrigated water
continued with several water-use lawsuits.

9. After keeping its borders closed to American beef for two years because of
concerns about the safety of U.S. beef, Japan, the country’s former top beef importer,
reopened its borders. A shipment of Nebraska beef was the first to be cleared by cus-
toms. State Department of Agticulture Director Greg Ibach was on hand to serve the
beef at a banquet in Tokyo.

10. The Nebraska volleyball team finished as national runner-up with a 33-2 record.
Nebraska’s Christina Houghtelling of Cambridge was named national player of the year.
The Nebraska football team bounced back from the previous yeat’s 5-6 season to go
7-4 under second-year coach Bill Callahan.

*2Source: Associated Press; surveys of Nebraska newspaper editors and broadcast news directors.
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Top 10 Nebraska News Stories, 2006

1. Gov. Dave Heineman defeated legendary former Nebraska football coach Tom
Osborne in the GOP gubernatorial primary. Heineman went on to win the office in
the November election.

2. The death of Army Staff Sgt. Jeremy W. Mulhair of Omaha on Nov. 30 brought
the number of Nebraskans killed while serving in Iraq and Afghanistan to 11 for the
year.

3. The Platte River Cooperative Agreement was signed by the governors of Ne-
braska, Colorado and Wyoming in the final months of the year. The plan is designed to
benefit threatened and endangered species and provide water users in the Platte River
Basin with coverage under the Endangered Species Act without giving up their access
to federal water, land or funding;

4. Twenty state lawmakers became the first forced out by the term limits law passed
in 2000. The law limits senators to two consecutive four-year terms, but former senators
may run again after sitting out a term.

5. University of Nebraska Regent David Hergert was impeached by the Legislature
and removed from office by the Nebraska Supreme Court in July. Hergert was convicted
of manipulating campaign-finance laws during his 2004 campaign.

6. Eight workers at the Cook’s ham plant in Lincoln won the record $365 million
Powerball in February. The winners each received approximately $15.5 million after
taxes.

7. The University of Nebraska volleyball team spent the entire season ranked No.
1 and won the NCAA tournament. Sarah Pavan was picked as the national player of
the year by the American Volleyball Coaches Association on the eve of Nebraska’s title
win over Stanford.

8. Wildfires plagued the Valentine area and the Panhandle in July and August, forc-
ing hundreds of evacuation and scorching about 80 acres.

9. The state’s elementatry-only, or Class I, schools were dissolved after the state
Supreme Court ruled the mergers could happen as outlined by the Legislature, despite
a petition drive to put the matter on the November ballot. Voters later repealed the
law, but the effect of the vote was unclear because the roughly 230 Class I districts had
already been merged with adjoining K-12 districts.

10. State Auditor Kate Witek switched political parties and went to court to be
placed on the ballot. Witek decided not to run for a third term when she signed on as
Osborne’s running mate, but reconsidered after the loss. Mike Foley had already garnered
the Republican nomination, so Witek defected to the Democratic Party and was nomi-
nated at the state convention. She lost to Foley, picking up 39 percent of the vote.
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NEBRASKA HALL OF FAME™
The Nebraska Hall of Fame was established in 1961 to officially recognize promi-

nent Nebraskans. The Hall of Fame honors people (1) who were born in Nebraska,
(2) who gained prominence while living in Nebraska, or (3) who lived in Nebraska and
whose residence in Nebraska was an important influence on their lives and contributed
to their greatness.

The Nebraska Hall of Fame Commission, which has members appointed by the
governor, names people to the Hall of Fame.** Until 1996, the commission named one
person every two years, except when two people were named in the first two years of
the Hall of Fame’s existence, and four people were selected in 1976 in honor of the
nation’s bicentennial. Legislation passed in 1998 provides that no more than one person
can be added to the Hall of Fame every five years, with the next addition to be made in
2005. The 1998 legislation also provides that no person can be considered for the Hall
of Fame until at least 35 years after his or her death. Busts of Hall of Fame members
are displayed in the State Capitol and in other commission-approved locations.

George W. Norris (1861-1944), U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives 1903-13, U.S. Senate 1913-43. Initiator of reform
of House rules, anti-injunction law for labor, Tennessee Valley
Authority, rural electrification and 20th amendment to US.
Constitution. Sponsor of Nebraska Unicameral Legislature.
Lived in Beatrice, Beaver City and McCook. Inducted into
Hall of Fame 1961.

George W. Norris

Willa Cather (1873-1947), Pulitzer Prize-winning au-
thor. “The history of every country begins in the heart of a
man or a woman” (from Cather’s book O Pioneers)). Lived in
Red Cloud. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1962.

Willa Cather

*Source: Nebraska State Historical Society.
**See Page 742 for more details on the Nebraska Hall of Fame Commission.
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John J. Pershing (1860-1949), soldier. Commandant of
cadets, University of Nebraska, 1891-95; founder, Pershing
Rifles; service, Indian Wars, Cuba, Philippines; commander,
Mexican Border, 1916; commander, American Expeditionary
Forces, France, 1917-19; general, Armies of the United States,
1919; and Army chief of staff, 1921-24. Lived in Lincoln.
Inducted into Hall of Fame 1963-64.

John J. Pershing

Edward J. Flanagan (1886-1948), founder of Father
Flanagan’s Boys Home, Boys Town. “I have never found a
boy who really wanted to be bad.” Lived in Omaha and Boys
Town. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1965-66.

Edward J. Flanagan

William Frederick Cody (1846-1917), a.k.a. “Buffalo
Bill,” soldier, buffalo hunter, Army scout, actor, rancher, ir-
rigationist and showman of the West. Lived in North Platte.
Inducted into Hall of Fame 1967-68.

William Frederick Cody
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William Jennings Bryan (1860-1925), three-time
Democratic Party nominee for president of the United
States, U.S. congressman, U.S. secretary of state, orator,
religious leader and author. Lived in Lincoln. Inducted into
Hall of Fame 1969-70.

William Jennings Bryan

Bess Streeter Aldrich (1881-1954), author. Aldrich,
narrator of Nebraska, gave literary life to Nebraska pioneer
memorties and honored the trials and dreams of settlers, that
all may realize and cherish their heritage. One Aldrich novel,
A Lantern in her Hand, was translated into many languages.
Lived in Elmwood and Lincoln. Inducted into Hall of Fame
1971-72.

Bess Streeter Aldrich

John Gneisenau Neihardt (1881-1973), named Ne-
braska Poet Laureate in 1921. Epic poet of the West, historian,
philosopher and friend of the American Indian. “My God
and I shall interknit as rain and ocean, breath and air; and
O, the luring thought of it is prayer” (from Neihardt’s poem
L’Envoj). Lived in Wayne and Bancroft. Inducted into Hall
of Fame 1973-74.

John Gneisenau Neihardt
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J. Sterling Morton (1832-1902), father of Arbor Day,
US. secretary of agriculture, editor, farmer, legislator and
Nebraska territorial secretary. “Other holidays repose upon the
past. Arbor Day proposes for the future.” Lived in Nebraska
City. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1975-76.

J. Sterling Morton

Grace Abbott (1873-1939), social reformer and social
worker. A native Nebraskan internationally honored for her
courageous and effective championship of children and
mothers and for her promotion of pioneer social legislation
of enduring benefit to US. citizens. Born and raised in Grand
Island. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1975-76.

Grace Abbott

Mari Sandoz (1896-1966), novelist, historian and friend
of the Indian. “The real frontier lies in the stimulation of the
creative mind of man.” Born in Sheridan County near Gordon;
lived in Lincoln. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1975-76.

Mari Sandoz
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Nathan Roscoe Pound (1870-1964), botanist, pioneer
ecologist, dean of University of Nebraska Law College and
dean of Hatrvard Law School. Born and raised in Lincoln.
Inducted into Hall of Fame 1975-76.

Nathan Roscoe Pound

Standing Bear (1829-1908), Ponca Indian chief; sym-

bol for Indian rights. “I have found a better way” (Standing

Bear). “An Indian is a person within the meaning of the law”
(Judge Elmer Dundy). Probably born in northeast Nebraska;
lived near the mouth of the Niobrara River in present Knox

County at the time of his death. Inducted into Hall of Fame

1977-78.

Standing Bear

Robert W. Furnas (1824-1905), newspaperman, soldier,
historian, Nebraska governor 1873-75 and agriculturist. Lived
in Brownville. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1979-80.

Robert W. Furnas
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Edward Creighton (1820-74), telegraph pioneer and
banker. Lived in Omaha. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1981-
82.

Edward Creighton

Susette LaFlesche Tibbles (1854-1903), Omaha Indian,
a.k.a. “Inshata Theumba” or “Bright Eyes,” speaker and writer
for Indian rights. Born in Bellevue; raised on Omaha reserva-
tion in Thurston County near Macy; lived in Lincoln; died in
Bancroft. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1983-84.

Susette LaFlesche Tibbles

Gilbert M. Hitchcock (1859-1934), newspaperman and
politician. Founder of the Omaba World-Herald in 1889; U.S.
House of Representatives 1902-04 and 1906-11; U.S. Senate
1911-22. Born in Omabha; lived in Omaha. Inducted into Hall
of Fame 1985-806.

Gilbert M. Hitchcock
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Loren Eiseley (1907-77), anthropologist, poet and phi-
losopher of science. Born in Lincoln; lived in Lincoln. Inducted
into Hall of Fame 1987-88.

Loren Eiseley

Hartley Burr Alexander (1873-1939), anthropologist,
poet, philosopher, educator and authority on North American
Indian mythology. Best known as author of the symbolism and
inscriptions on the Nebraska State Capitol and other buildings
across the United States. Born in Lincoln; raised in Syracuse;
lived in Lincoln. Inducted into Hall of Fame 1989-90.

Hartley Burr Alexander

Arthur Weimar Thompson (1886-1970), premier
auctioneer. In a 46-year career, Thompson called more than
7,500 livestock sales from New York to California and from
Canada to Mexico. World’s Whos Who recognized Thompson
as “the leading purebred livestock auctioneer in the United
States and Canada.” Born in Bradshaw; lived in Lincoln.
Inducted into Hall of Fame 1991-92.

Arthur Weimar Thompson
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Dwight Palmer Griswold (1893-1954), banker, pub-
lisher, Nebraska governor 1941-47, U.S. senator 1953-54,
chief of the American mission for aid to Greece 1947-48.
Born in Harrison; raised in Gordon. Inducted into Hall of
Fame 1993-94.

Dwight Palmer Griswold

Nathan J. Gold (1894-1970), businessman, civic leader,
philanthropist and Nebraska booster. Lived in Lincoln. In-
ducted into Hall of Fame 1995-96.

Nathan J. Gold

Red Cloud (1822-1909), statesman, war leader of the
Oglala Sioux. Born in what became Garden County, he rose
to leadership in the early 1860s. Opposed westward expansion
and in 1868 forced the government to abandon the Boze-
man Trail in Wyoming. From 1873-77 the Red Cloud Agency
was located on the White River in northwest Nebraska. He
sought to ease his peoples’ painful transition to reservation
life. Inducted into Hall of Fame 2000-01.

Red Cloud
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MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
Nebraskans who receive the Medal of Honor also are inducted into the Nebraska
Hall of Fame. Individuals selected include people who have been awarded the Medal of
Honor for service within Nebraska and native Nebraskans and others who have been
residents for at least two years before or after their military service.

Bates, Delavan
Bourke, John G.
Coates, Jefferson
Duncan, James K.L.
Flanagan, Augustin
Hanks, Joseph
Henry, Guy V.
Howe, Orion P.
Johnston, David
Josselyn, Simeon T.

Babcock, John B.
Butler, Edmund
Canfield, Heth

Civil War

Co-Rux-Ah-Kah-Wah-Dee (Traveling Bear)

Day, Matthias W.
Denny, John

Foley, John H.

Grant, George
Herron, Leander
Heyl, Charles H.
Himmelsback, Michael
Hubbard, Thomas
Johnson, Henry

McConnell, Samuel
Miller, Jacob C.
Miller, James P.
Prentice, Joseph R.
Shapland, John
Traynor, Andrew
Vifquain, Victor
Widick, Andrew J.
Williams, William H.

Indian Campaigns

Jordan, George
Leonard, Patrick J.
Leonard, Patrick T.
Lewis, William B.
Lohnes, Francis W.
Lytton, Jeptha L.
McMahon, John Mott
Miller, George
Stance, Emanuel
Strayer, William H.
Thompson, George W.
Vokes, Leroy H.
Wilson, William O.

War with Spain

Ehle, John W. Meredith, James

1901-1911
Schmidt, Otto Diller

Philippines, 1911
Volz, Jacob, Jr.
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MEpAL oF HoNOR REcCIPIENTS (CONT’D.)

World War I

Holderman, Nelson M. Rickenbacker, Edward V.
World War I1

Baker, Vernon Lindstrom, Floyd K.

Bauer, Harold W. Parle, John J.

Booker, Robert D. Powe_rs, Leo J.

Cowan, Richard E. Tominac, John J.

Hansen, Dale M. Treadwell, Jack L.

Korean Conflict

Gomez, Edward Kouma, Ernest R.

Vietnam Conflict

Coker, Ronald I.. Keith, Miguel
Fous, James W. Kerrey, Joseph Robert
Hagemeister, Charles C. Young, Gerald O.

Hibbs, Robert .
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U.S. LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

CONGRESS'

U.S. Senate: The Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20510, phone (202) 224-3121

U.S. House of Representatives: The Capitol, Washington, D.C. 20515, phone
(202) 225-3121

The Congtess of the United States was created by Article 1, Section 1 of the
U.S. Constitution, which provides that “All legislative Powers herein granted shall be
vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House
of Representatives.”

The Senate has 100 members, two from each state, who are elected for six-year
terms. There are three classes of senators, and a new class is elected every two years.

The House of Representatives has 435 members. The number representing each
state is determined by population, and every state is entitled to at least one representative.
Members are elected for two-year terms, all terms running for the same period.

Senators and representatives must be residents of the state from which they are
chosen. In addition, a senator must be at least 30 years old and must have been a U.S.
citizen for at least nine years. A representative must be at least 25 years old and must
have been a citizen for at least seven years.

Nebraska’s Congressional Delegates

Nebraska has two senators and three representatives based on recent U.S. Census
figures. In the past, the number of Nebraska representatives has been as few as one
and as many as six. From 1867 to 1883, the state had one representative. The state
had three from 1883 to 1893, six until 1933, five until 1943, four until 1963, and three
since 1963.

The map on Page 87 shows current congressional districts. These district boundar-
ies are redrawn, based on population, after each U.S. census.

Nebraska senators and representatives maintain offices and residences in Nebraska,
as well as in Washington, D.C.?

'Source: The United States Government Mannal 2005/ 06
?See historical rosters of Nebraska’s senators and representatives on Pages 91-94.
? Addresses and phone numbers for Nebraska members of Congress are listed with their biographies on Pages 87-

91.
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Nebraska U.S. Senators, 2007

CHARLES T. HAGEL
Home Address: Omaha, NE 68154
Washington Office: 248 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510, phone (202) 224-4224, fax (202)
224-5213, e-mail address — chuck_hagel@hagel.senate.gov,
Web site — http://www.hagel.senate.gov
Omaha Office: 11301 Davenport St., Suite 2, Omaha,
NE 68154, phone (402) 758-8981, fax (402) 758-9165
Lincoln Office: 294 Denney Federal Building, 100 Cen-
tennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 476-1400,
fax (402) 476-0605
Scottsbluff Office: 115 Railway St., Suite C102, Scotts-
bluff, NE 69361, phone (308) 632-6032, fax (308) 632-6295
Kearney Office: 4111 Fourth Ave., Suite 26, Kearney, NE
68845, phone (308) 236-7602, fax (308) 236-7473
Elected to U.S. Senate: 19906; re-elected 2002
Political Party: Republican
Committees: Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs;
Foreign Relations; Rules and Administration; Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence
Other: International Development and Foreign Assis-
tance, Economic Affairs, and International Environmental
Protection (ranking member); Financial Institutions Subcommittee (ranking member); Subcommittee
on African Affairs; Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific Affairs; Subcommittee on Near East and
South and Central Asian Affairs; Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance and Investment Subcommittee;
Housing, Transportation, and Community Development Subcommittee
Biography: Born Oct. 4, 1946, in North Platte. Graduated from St. Bonaventure High School,
Columbus, 1964; Brown Institute for Radio and Television, Minneapolis, 1966; University of Nebraska
at Omaha, 1971. Married Lilibet Ziller Hagel, April 13, 1985; two children: Allyn and Ziller. Military
service: sergeant, U.S. Army, 1967-68; twice-wounded Vietnam War veteran, 1968. Former: president,
McCarthy & Co., Omaha, a privately-owned investment banking firm, 1992-96; president and CEO,
Private Sector Council, Washington, D.C., 1990-92; president and CEO, World USO, 1987-90; co-founder,
director and executive vice president, Vanguard Cellular Systems Inc., 1985-87; co-founder, director and
president, Collins, Hagel & Clarke Inc., 1982-85; deputy administrator, U.S. Veterans Administration,
1981-82; manager of government affairs, Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., Washington, D.C., 1978-80;
administrative assistant to U.S. Rep. John Y. McCollister, 1972-77. Member: American Legion; Veterans
of Foreign Wars; Disabled American Veterans; board of trustees, Bellevue University; board of trustees,
Hastings College; board of directors, Eisenhower World Affairs Institute; board of advisors, Private Sec-
tor Council; advisory board, Ripon Society; board of directors, Bread for the World; board of directors,
International Republican Institute; co-chairman, Council on Foreign Relations; USO World Board of
Governors. Former member: board of directors, Free Enterprise Council; board of directors, National
Federation of Independent Business Foundation; board of directors, The Fund for Democracy and
Development; advisory board, National D-Day Museum and The German American Business Associa-
tion; board of trustees, Constitutional Heritage Institute; board of directors, Greater Omaha Chamber
of Commerce; chairman, Building Campaign, Great Plains Chapter of Paralyzed Veterans of America;
chairman, 10th anniversary, Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial; vice president, Desert Storm Homecoming
Foundation; chairman, $240 million Agent Orange Settlement Fund Payment Program; board of direc-
tors and national advisory committee, Friends of the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial; board of directors,
Arlington National Cemetery Historical Society; University of Nebraska at Omaha Chancellor’s Club;
Business-Government Relations Council of Washington, D.C.; Council for Excellence in Government.
Honors and awards: honorary doctor of laws degree, Creighton University, 1998.
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Nebraska U.S. Senators, 2007 (Cont’d.)

E. BENJAMIN NELSON

Home Address: Omaha, NE 68114

Washington Office: 720 Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. 20510, phone (202) 224-6551, fax (202)
228-0012, e-mail address — senator@bennelson.senate.gov,
Web site — http:/ /www.bennelson.senate.gov

Omaha Office: 7602 Pacific St., Suite 205, Omaha, NE
68114, phone (402) 391-3411, fax (402) 391-4725

Lincoln Office: 287 Denney Federal Building, 100 Cen-
tennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 441-4600,
fax (402) 476-8753

Kearney Office: PO. Box 2105, Kearney, NE 68848,
phone (308) 293-5818, fax (308) 468-5951

Scottsbluff Office: P.O. Box 1891, Scottsbluff, NE
69363-1891, phone (308) 631-7614

Chadron Office: PO. Box 1033, Chadron, NE 69337-

1033, phone (308) 430-0587, fax (308) 432-4881

Elected to U.S. Senate: 2000; re-elected 2006

Political Party: Democrat

Committees: Agriculture; Armed Services; Appropriations; Rules; Armed Services Personnel
Subcommittee (chair)

Biography: Born May 17, 1941 in McCook. Graduate of University of Nebraska (B.A.), 1963;
(M.A.), 1966; (J.D.), 1970. Martied Diane C. Nelson, Feb. 22, 1980; four children: Kevin, Sarah, Christie
and Patrick; three grandchildren. Former: Nebraska governor, 1991-99; attorney; co-founder, Kaufman,
Nelson, Pattee; executive vice president, National Association of Insurance Commissioners, 1982-85;
president and chief executive officer, Central National Insurance Group, 1980-81; president, Central
National, 1978-79; executive vice president, Central National, 1977; director of insurance, State of
Nebraska, 1975-76; sectretary and general counsel, Central National, 1975; assistant general counsel,
Central National, 1972-74. Member: American Bar Association; Nebraska Bar Association; Omaha Bar
Association. Former member: chairman, Western Governors’ Association; president, Council of State
Governments; founding member and chairman, Governors’ Ethanol Coalition; chairman, Midwestern
Governors’” Conference; chairman, National Education Goals Panel; vice chairman, Natural Resources
Committee and co-lead governor on Federalism, National Governors’ Association; chairman, Interstate
Oil and Gas Compact Commission; vice chairman, Democratic Governors’ Association. Honors and
awards: US. Chamber of Commerce, Spirit of Enterprise Awards; Small Business Survival Committee
Award; National Conference of State Legislatures, Restoring the Balance Award; Renewable Energy Al-
liance, Renewable Energy Leadership Award; American Farm Bureau, Friend of Farm Bureau Award;
National Farmers Union, Golden Triangle Award; Nebraska Wheat Growers Association, Man of the
Year Award; Nebraska Investment Finance Authority, Housing Champion Award; National Rural Health
Association, Rural Health Champion Award; Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, Madonna Spirit Award;
American Chiropractic Association, Military Health Care Leadership Award; American Legion, Nebraska
Chapter, Outstanding Service and Assistance to Veterans; Safari Club International, Legislator of the Year
Award; Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, Citation of Achievement; Gitls and Boys Town, Father
Flanagan’s Special Friend Award; Audubon Society of Omaha, Conservation Award; American Network
of Community Options and Resources, Congressional Award; American Legislative Exchange Council,
Thomas Jefferson Freedom Award; Nebraska Broadcasters Association, Friend of Nebraska Broadcasters
Award; Nebraska Diplomats, Ambassador Plenipotentiary Award; Governors’ Ethanol Coalition Award;
George W. Nortis Award; Nebraska Groundwater Foundation, Groundwater Achievement Award; National
Insurance Regulatory Examiners Society, Schrader-Nelson Award; National Eagle Scout Association, Dis-
tinguished Eagle Award; honorary degrees, Dana College, 1999; Midland Lutheran College, 1998; College
of Saint Mary, 1995; Peru State College, 1993; Creighton University, 1992; BIPAC, Adam Smith Award;
Nebraska Rural Health Association, NeRHA President’s Award; Teaming with Wildlife Coalition, Team-
ing with Wildlife Award; Pheasants Forever, Conservation Service Award 2006; National Association of
Manufacturers, NAM Award for Manufacturing Legislative Excellence; University of Nebraska Alumni
Association, Founders Medallion Award; Agriculture Retailer’s Association, Legislator of the Year.
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Nebraska U.S. Representatives, 2007

JEFF FORTENBERRY DistricT 1
Home Address: Lincoln, NE 68510
Washington Office: 1517 Longworth Hart Senate Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515, phone (202) 225-4806, fax
(202) 225-5686, Web site — http://fortenberry.house.gov
Lincoln Office: 301 South 13th Street, Suite 100, Lincoln,
NE 68508, phone (402) 438-1598, fax (402) 438-1604
Norfolk Office: 125 South Fourth St., Norfolk, NE
68701, phone (402) 379-2064, fax, (402) 379-2101
Fremont Office: PO. Box 377, 629 N. Broad St., Fre-
mont, NE 68025, phone (402) 727-0888
Elected to U.S. House of Representatives: 2004,
re-elected 2006
Political Party: Republican
Committees: Agriculture, Foreign Affairs, Small Busi-
ness
Biography: Born December 27, 1960, in Baton Rouge,
La. Graduate of Louisiana State University (B.A. in econom-
ics), 1982; Georgetown University (M.A. in public policy),
19806; Franciscan University of Steubenville (M.A. in theology), 1995. Married Celeste Gregory; five
children. Former: publishing executive, TruckPaper.com, Sandhills Publishing, 1998-2004; director for
public relations and foundation activities, Sandhills Publishing, 1995-1998; research associate/economic
analyst; community development director; legislative aide. Member: Lincoln Rotary Club; Lincoln
Independent Business Association; Nebraska National Guard Civilian Leadership Council; St. Joseph
Catholic Church. Former member: councilman, Lincoln City Council, 1997-2001; Hometown Security
Committee for City of Lincoln, 2003; Public Policy and Economic Analysis Team; U.S. Subcommittee
for Intergovernmental Relations, 1996; representative, International 4-H Youth Exchange.

LEE TERRY DistrICT 2
Home Address: 18655 Van Camp Dr., Omaha, NE
68130

Washington Office: 1524 Longworth House Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20515, phone (202) 225-4155, fax
(202) 226-5452, e-mail address — talk2lee@mail.house.gov,
Web site — http://leeterry.house.gov
Omaha Office: 11717 Burt St., Suite 106, Omaha, NE
68154, phone (402) 397-9944, fax (402) 397-8787
Elected to U.S. House of Representatives: 1998; re-
elected 2000, 2002, 2004 and 2006
Political Party: Republican
Committees: Energy and Commerce
Biography: Born Jan. 29, 1962, in Omaha. Graduate
of Omaha Northwest High School, 1980; University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (B.A.), 1984; Creighton University (J.D.),
1987. Married Robyn Hauck, Feb. 14, 1992; three children:
Nolan, Ryan and Jack. Attorney. Member: American Diabetes
Association; Millard Jaycees; Suburban Rotary Club; Nebraska
Bar Association; St. Luke United Methodist Church. Former member: Omaha City Council member,
6th District, 1991-99 (president, 1995-97; vice president, 1993-95). Honors and awards: Outstanding
Young Omahan; Outstanding Young Nebraskan, 1998.
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Nebraska U.S. Representatives, 2007 (Cont’d.)

ADRIAN SMITH DistriCT 3

Home Address:

Washington Office: 503 Cannon House Office Building,
Wiashington, D.C. 20515, phone (202) 225-6435, fax (202) 225-
0207, Web site — http://adriansmith.house.gov

Grand Island Office: 1811 West Second Street, Suite
105, Grand Island, NE 68803, phone (308) 384-3900, fax
(308) 384-3902

Scottsbluff Office: 416 Valley View Drive, Suite 600,
Scottsbluff, NE 69361, phone (308) 633-6333, fax (308)
633-6335

Elected to U.S. House of Representatives: 2006

Political Party: Republican

Committees: Agriculture; Science and Technology;
Budget

Biography: Born Dec. 19, 1970, in Scottsbluff. Graduate
of Gering High School, 1989; University of Nebraska-Lincoln
(B.S. in marketing education), 1993. Single. Real estate agent
and marketing specialist, Buyers Realty. Former: educator and staff development project manager for
Educational Service Unit No. 13, 1994-97; research assistant, University of Nebraska Foundation, 1992-
93; staff intern, Nebraska governot’s office, 1992; legislative page, Nebraska Legislature, 1992; family
school supply business 1982-94; State Senator, Nebraska Legislature, 1992-2006. Member: Scotts Bluff
County Board of Realtors; Vision 2020 (Land Use Task Force chairman, 1998); Riverside Zoological
Society; North Platte Valley Historical Society; Wyo-Braska Museum of Natural History; Calvary Me-
morial Evangelical Free Church; Farm and Ranch Museum Association; Sons of the American Legion,
Post 36. Former member: American Council of Young Political Leaders delegate to Tanzania, 2004;
delegate, Republican National Convention (rules committee, 2000; platform committee, 2004); chait-
man, Four State Legislative Committee; American Council of Young Political Leaders delegate to India,
2000; alternate delegate, Republican National Convention, 1996; Western Nebraska Regional Airport
Operations Board, 1997-98; board of directors, Twin Cities Development, 1995-98; Gering City Council,
1994-98; Scotts Bluff County Visitors Advisory Committee, 1995-96.
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Nebraska Territorial Delegates to Congress,
1855-1867*

Napoleon B. Giddings (D) ......cc...... 1855 Experience Estabrook (D)° ................ 1859-1860
Bird B. Chapman (D)* . 1855-1857 Samuel G. Daily (R)> 1860-1865
Fenner Ferguson (D)* 1857-1859 Phineas W. Hitchcock (R) .. 1865-1867

“Sources for all historical rosters of Nebraska’s members of Congress are the Biggraphical Dictionary of the American
Congress 1774-1996 and Pages 97-100 of the Nebraska Blue Book 1996-97.

! Political affiliation: D=Democrat, R=Republican.

2Took his seat Jan. 5, 1855.

? Election unsuccessfully contested by Hiram P. Bennet.

* Election unsuccessfully contested by Chapman.

® Estabrook served until May 18, 1860, and then was removed from office. Daily, who successfully contested Estabrook’s
election, took the seat that day.

¢ Daily’s election to 37th Congress (1861-63) unsuccessfully contested by J. Sterling Morton. Morton was elected Oct.
9, 1860. Six months later Gov. Samuel Black, without any recanvass, issued a certificate of election to Daily, who
had contested Morton’s right to a seat in Congress. The contest was never decided, but Daily held the seat under the
second certificate.

7 Served until March 1, 1867, when Nebraska became a state.

Nebraska U.S. Senators, 1867-2007

John M. Thayer (R)'? ...
Thomas W. Tipton (R)* .. .. 1867-1875

.1867-1871  William H. Thompson (D)*

Richard C. Hunter (D)’ ...

.1933-1934
.1934-1935

Phineas W. Hitchcock (R) ... 1871-1877
Algernon S. Paddock (R).....cccccuununnee 1875-1881
1887-1893
1877-1883
1881-1887

Alvin Saunders (R)
Charles H. Van Wyck (R)....

Charles E. Manderson (R) ... 1883-1895

William V. Allen (P)* 1893-1899
1899-1901

John M. Thurston (R)...cccceeevueinnnnce 1895-1901

Monroe L. Hayward (R)*

Charles H. Dietrich (R)? 1901-1905

1901-1907

Joseph H. Millard (R)

...1935-1941
...1941-1954
...1943-1951
...1952-1953
...1953-1954
...1954
1954
1954
.1954-1976

Edward R. Burke (D)
Hugh A. Butler (R)"
Kenneth S. Wherry (R)" ..
Frederick A. Seaton (R)"" ...
Dwight P. Griswold (R)"* ...
Eva K. Bowring (R)" ....
Sam W. Reynolds (R)" ..
Hazel H. Abel (R)'¢ ....
Roman L. Hruska (R)""

Carl T. Curtis (R)" ....1955-1979
Edward Zorinsky (D) ... ...1976-1987
J. James Exon (D) ..1979-1997

....1987-1989
....1989-2001
...1997-
....2001-

Elmer J. Burkett (R) ..
Norris Brown (R)
Gilbert M. Hitchcock (D)
George W. Norris (R, IR)® .
Robert B. Howell (R)” ..

1905-1911
1907-1913
1911-1923
.1913-1943
.1923-1933

David Karnes (R)* ...
J. Robert Kerrey (D) ...
Charles T. Hagel (R)
E. Benjamin Nelson (D) ...

! Political affiliation: R=Republican, P=Populist, D=Democrat, IR=Independent Republican.

2 Thayer and Tipton took their seats March 4, 1867. Thayer’s term expired March 3, 1871, and Tiptons first term
expired March 3, 1869, as determined by lot.

*Elected March 8, 1899, and died Dec. 5, 1899. Never officially seated.

* Appointed to fill vacancy caused by Hayward’s death. Took his seat Dec. 19, 1899.

* Elected to fill vacancy caused by Hayward’s death in preceding Congress. Took his seat Dec. 2, 1901.
¢ Nominated by petition as an Independent in 1936 and won the election.

" Died March 11, 1933.

¥ Appointed to fill vacancy caused by Howell’s death. Took his seat May 26, 1933.

?Elected to fill vacancy caused by Howell’s death. Served from Now. 7, 1934, to Jan. 3, 1935.

1" Died Nov. 29, 1951.

' Appointed to fill vacancy caused by Wherry’s death. Took his seat Jan. 8, 1952,

"2 Elected to fill vacancy caused by Wherry’s death. Took his seat Jan. 3, 1953. Died April 12, 1954.

Y Died July 1, 1954.

" Appointed to fill vacancy caused by Griswold’s death. Took her seat April 26, 1954.

!> Appointed to fill vacancy caused by Butler’s death. Took his seat July 7, 1954.
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1¢ Elected to fill vacancy caused by Griswold’s death. Took her seat Nov. 8, 1954. Resigned Dec. 31, 1954.
"7 Elected to fill vacancy caused by Butler’s death. Took his seat Nov. 8, 1954.
'8 Appointed Jan. 1, 1955, to fill vacancy caused by Abel’s resignation.

1 Resigned Dec. 27, 1976.

» Appointed Dec. 28, 1976, to fill vacancy caused by Hruska’s resignation. Died March 6, 1987.
! Appointed to fill vacancy caused by Zorinsky’s death. Took his seat March 13, 1987.

Nebraska U.S. Representatives, 1867-2007
At Large

Turner M. Marquett (R)"? .. ... 1867
John Taffe (R)..... .1867-1873
Lorenzo Crounse (R).... ... 1873-1877

Frank Welch (R)?
Thomas J. Majors (R)* .
Edward K. Valentine (R)..

1877-1878
.1878-1879
1879-1883

! Political affiliation: R=Republican.
?Took his seat March 2, 1867. Served only two days.
* Died Sept. 4, 1878.

* Elected to fill vacancy caused by Welch’s death. Took his seat Dec. 2, 1878. Presented credentials as a contingent, or
additional, representative in the 47th Congress (1881-83) but was not permitted to take a seat.

District 1

Archibald J. Weaver (R)" ...
John A. McShane (D)
William J. Connell (R)
William Jennings Bryan (D)
Jesse B. Strode (R)
Elmer J. Burkett (R)*
Ernest M. Pollard (R)” .
John A. Maguire (D).
C. Frank Reavis (R)*
Roy H. Thorpe (R)° 1922-1923
John H. Morehead (D). 1923-1935
Henry C. Luckey (D) ..ccoovvvicinininnee. 1935-1939

1883-1887
1887-1889
1889-1891
1891-1895
1895-1899
..1899-1905
..1905-1909
..1909-1915
1915-1922

George H. Heinke (R)®. ....1939-1940
John Hyde Sweet (R)’ ...1940-1941
Oren S. Copeland (R) .... ....1941-1943
Carl T. Curtis (R)® ...1943-1954
Phillip H. Weaver (R) ...1955-1963
Ralph E Beermann (R).. .1963-1965

.1965-1967
.1967-1971
...1971-1979
....1979-2004
....2005-

Clair A. Callan (D) ..
Robert V. Denney (R)
Chatles Thone (R)
Douglas K. Bereuter (R) *
Jeff Fortenberry (R)

! Political affiliation: R=Republican, D=Democrat.

?Resigned March 4, 1905, before commencement of 59th Congress (1905-07), to which he had been re-elected, because

he had been elected to the U.S. Senate.

* Elected to fill vacancy caused by Burkett’s resignation. Took his seat Dec. 4, 1905.

* Resigned June 3, 1922.

®Elected to fill vacancy caused by Reavis’ resignation. Took his seat Nov. 27, 1922,

¢ Died Jan. 2, 1940.

7 Elected to fill vacancy caused by Heinke’s death. Took his seat April 17, 1940.
# Resigned Dec. 31, 1954, because he had been appointed to the U.S. Senate. Vacancy throughout remainder of the

83rd Congress (1953-55).

° Resigned Aug. 1, 2004, to become the president of the Asia Foundation.
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Nebraska U.S. Representatives, 1867-2007 (Cont’d.)

District 2
James Laird (R)'* 1883-1889 Howard H. Buffett (R) .....ccocvervininnee 1943-1949
Gilbert L. Laws (R)* ... 1889-1891 1951-1953
William A. McKeighan (P) 1891-1893 Eugene D. O’Sullivan (D)... 1949-1951

David H. Mercer (R)....... ..1893-1903
Gilbert M. Hitchcock (D 1903-1905

1907-1911
John L. Kennedy (R)...ccocvvvirircinnne. 1905-1907
Charles O. Lobeck (D) ... 1911-1919

Albert W. Jefferis (R)
Willis G. Sears (R)
H. Malcolm Baldrige (R).... 1931-1933
Edward R. Butke (D) 1933-1935
Chatles F. McLaughlin (D) .....cc.cccoee... 1935-1943

.1919-1923
1923-1931

.1953-1954
.1955-1957
.1957-1971
1971-1977
1977-1981
.1981-1989
1989-1995

Roman L. Hruska (R)*
Jackson B. Chase (R)....
Glenn C. Cunningham (R)..
John Y. McCollister (R)
John J. Cavanaugh III (D)
Hal Daub (R)
Peter J. Hoagland (D)
Jon Christensen (R)
Lee Terry (R)

! Political affiliation: R=Republican, P=Populist, D=Democrat.

*Died Aug. 17, 1889.

? Elected to fill vacancy caused by Laird’s death. Took his seat Dec. 2, 1889.
* Resigned Nov. 8, 1954, because he had been elected to the USS. Senate. Vacancy throughout remainder of the 83rd

Congtress (1953-55).

District 3
Edward K. Valentine (R)" ..covevuereneee 1883-1885 Edgar Howard (D) ....ccccuvciviniiicicianes 1923-1935
George W. E. Dorsey (R)... 1885-1891 Katl Stefan (R)* 1935-1951

Omer M. Kem (P)...........
George D. Meiklejohn (R).
Samuel Maxwell (P)......
John S. Robinson (D) ..
John J. McCarthy (R)....
John F. Boyd (R)...
James P. Latta (D)
Daniel V. Stephens (D)
Robert E. Evans (R)

..1897-1899
1899-1903
1903-1907
..1907-1909

..1952-1959
..1959-1961
..1961-1963
1963-1974
1975-1991

Robert D. Harrison (R)® .
Lawrence Brock (D) ....
Ralph F. Beermann (R)
David T. Mattin (R)®
Vitginia D. Smith (R)’
William E. Barrett (R).. ..1991-2001
Tom Osborne (R) 2001-2007
Adrian Smith (R) ccoevevverercreirenennens 2007-

! Political affiliation: R=Republican, P=Populist, D=Democrat.

2Died Sept. 11, 1911.

* Blected to fill vacancy caused by Latta’s death. Took his seat Dec. 4, 1911.

* Died Oct. 2, 1951.

* Elected to fill vacancy caused by Stefan’s death. Took his seat Jan. 8, 1952.

¢ Resigned Dec. 31, 1974.

" Election in 1974 unsuccessfully contested by Wayne Zicbarth.
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District 4
Eugene J. Hainer (R)" oo 1893-1897 Ashton C. Shallenberger (D).............. 1933-1935
William L. Stark (P) 1897-1903 Charles G. Binderup (D). 1935-1939

Edmund H. Hinshaw (R) .1903-1911

Charles H. Sloan (R) 1911-1919
1929-1931
Melvin O. McLaughlin (R). 1919-1927

1927-1929
1931-1933

John N. Norton (D)

.1939-1943
.1943-1959
.1959-1961
1961-1963

Carl T. Curtis (R).......
Arthur L. Miller (R) ..
Donald E McGinley (D).
David T. Martin (R)

! Political affiliation: R=Republican, P=Populist, D=Democrat.

District 5

William A. McKeighan (P)" .. 1893-1895

William E. Andrews (R) 1895-1897
1919-1923
Roderick D. Sutherland (P).... 1897-1901

1901-1903
1915-1919
1923-1929
1931-1933

Ashton C. Shallenberger (D).

1903-1913
1913-1915
1929-1931
.1933-1935
1935-1943

George W. Norris (R) ..
Silas R. Barton (R)
Fred G. Johnson (R)
Terry M. Carpenter (D)
Harry B. Coffee (D)

! Political affiliation: P=Populist, R=Republican, D=Democrat.

District 6

Omer M. Kem (P)! 1893-1897
William .. Greene (P) .. 1897-1899
William Neville (P)? ...vveuerinereieerine 1899-1903

Moses P. Kinkaid (R)* 1903-1922
Augustin R. Humphrey (R)® .. 1922-1923
Robert G. SImmons (R) ...c.cceveeveennee 1923-1933

! Political affiliation: P=Populist, R=Republican.
?Died March 11, 1899.

* Elected to fill vacancy caused by Greene’s death. Took his seat Dec. 4, 1899.

“ Died July 6, 1922.

* Elected to fill vacancy caused by Kinkaid’s death. Took his seat Nov. 20, 1922.
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Government Printing Office Depository Libraries

Government Documents Regional Depository: Love Memorial Library, Uni-
versity Libraries, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68588-0410, phone
(402) 472-4473

Head of Government Documents: Associate Professor Chatles D. Bernholz

The Government Printing Office produces, procures and disseminates printed and
electronic publications of Congtress as well as the executive departments and establish-
ments of the federal government. The congressional Joint Committee on Printing
oversees the office.

The office makes many government publications available for free use in ap-
proximately 1,350 depository libraries throughout the nation. Nebraska has one regional
depository library, Love Memorial Library at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, that
receives all publications distributed by the office. Nebraska also has 13 selective deposi-
tory libraries that receive selected government publications. These are:

® Nebraska Library Commission, Lincoln

® Nebraska State Library

® Schmid Law Library, University of Nebraska-Lincoln

o W Dale Clark Public Library, Omaha

e University Library, University of Nebraska at Omaha

Supreme Court Law Library, Lincoln

@ Reinert/Alumni Memorial Library, Creighton University

o Klutznick Law Library, Creighton University

e Calvin T. Ryan Library, University of Nebraska at Kearney
e C.A. Dana-LIFE Library, Dana College

® Luther Library, Midland Lutheran College

e Conn Library, Wayne State College

® Perkins Library, Doane College

@ Scottsbluff Public Library
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U.S. ExEcuTtivE BrRaNCH!

PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT

White House Office: 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20500,
phone (202) 456-1414

President of the United States: George W. Bush

Vice President of the United States: Richard B. Cheney

Article 11, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution provides that “the executive Power
shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Of-
fice during the Term of four Years, ... together with the Vice President, chosen for the
same Term ...” In addition to the powers set forth in the Constitution, federal statutes
have conferred upon the president specific authority and responsibility covering a wide
range of matters.

The president is the administrative head of the U.S. government’s executive branch,
which includes numerous agencies, both temporary and permanent, as well as the 15
executive departments — Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Education, Energy, Health
and Human Services, Homeland Security, Housing and Urban Development, Interior,
Justice, Labor, State, Transportation, Treasury and Veterans Affairs.

The Cabinet, a creation of custom and tradition dating back to George Washington’s
administration, functions at the pleasure of the president. Its purpose is to advise the
president upon any subject, relating to the duties of the respective offices, on which he
or she requests information. The Cabinet is composed of the heads of the 15 execu-
tive departments and other officials to whom the president has accorded Cabinet-level
rank.

Editor’s note: The following is a list of U.S. government departments and agencies
that maintain one or more offices in Nebraska. Other US. departments and agencies
serve Nebraska from offices outside of the state.

For information on other offices, the US. government has a federal information
center in Maryland with a hot line. The toll-free number is (800) 688-9889. For hear-
ing-impaired people, the TDD number is (800) 326-2996. More information about
U.S. government departments and agencies can be obtained from the latest edition of
The United States Government Manual. Nebraskans may call (816) 426-5702 for recorded
messages listing federal jobs in Nebraska.

! Information about the executive branch, Cabinet-level agencies and federal independent agencies was gathered from
the following sources: The United States Government Manual 2005/ 06, and information provided by the agencies listed.
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CABINET-LEVEL AGENCIES

Department of Agriculture

The US. Department of Agriculture (USDA) works to improve and maintain farm
income and develop and expand markets abroad for agricultural products. The depart-
ment works to curb and cure poverty, hunger and malnutrition. It works to enhance the
environment and maintain production capacity by helping landowners protect the soil,
water, forests and other natural resources. Rural development, credit and conservation
programs are key resources for carrying out national growth policies. The department,
through inspection and grading services, works to safeguard and ensure standards of
quality in the daily food supply.

Office of Inspector General

Office of Audit: 276 Denney Federal Building, 100 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln,
NE 68508, phone (402) 437-5271

Senior Auditor: Anne C. Morrison

Office of Investigation: 282 Denney Federal Building, 100 Centennial Mall North,
Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 437-5249

Resident Special Agent: Martin Dahlke

The Office of Inspector General conducts audits and investigations designed
to promote economy and efficiency in the administration of USDA programs and to
prevent and detect fraud and abuse in the operation of such programs.

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service conducts regulatory and control
programs to protect and improve animal and plant health for the benefit of humanity
and the environment. These programs are carried out in cooperation with state govern-
ments, foreign governments, other federal agencies, farmers and ranchers, and private
organizations. The agency administers federal laws and regulations pertaining to animal
and plant health and quarantine, humane treatment of animals, and the control and
eradication of pests and diseases. The service also enforces regulations to prevent the
introduction or interstate spread of certain animal or plant pests or diseases. APHIS
also catries out research and operational activities to reduce crop and livestock damage
caused by birds, rodents and predators.

Plant Protection and Quarantine Programs

Nebraska Office: 5940 S. 58th St., P.O. Box 81860, Lincoln, NE 68501, phone
(402) 434-2345

State Plant Health Director: Vicki B. Wohlers

Plant protection officials are responsible for programs to control or eradicate plant
pests and diseases. Agricultural quarantine inspection officials administer federal regula-
tions that prohibit or restrict the entry of foreign pests and plants, plant products, animal
products and byproducts, and other materials that may harbor pests or diseases.
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Other responsibilities include the inspection and certification of domestic com-
modities for export; regulation of the import and export of endangered plant species
and of genetically engineered organisms and products that present a plant pest risk;
and ensuring that imported seed is free of noxious weeds.

Veterinary Services

Nebraska Office: 5940 S. 58th St., PO. Box 81866, Lincoln, NE 68501, phone
(402) 434-2300, e-mail address — vsne@aphis.usda.gov, Web site — http://www.
aphis.usda.gov

Area Veterinarian in Charge: Dr. Kathleen Jan Akin

Veterinary Services is the animal health arm of APHIS. Agency officials are respon-
sible for protecting and improving the health, quality, productivity and marketability of
U.S. animals and animal products and for facilitating agricultural trade.

Veterinary Services regulates the entry of imported animals and animal products
and is prepared to take emergency action against foreign diseases. In cooperation with
the states and industry groups, the agency also operates eradication programs for
domestic animal diseases. When diseases are found, the agency regulates the interstate
movement and transport of infected and exposed animals. Veterinary Services provides
health certification for exported animals and animal products. It also issues licenses for
veterinary biological products and manufacturers and monitors quality control.

Wildlife Services'

Nebraska Office: 5940 S. 58th St., PO. Box 81866, Lincoln, NE 68501-1866,
phone (402) 434-2340, fax (402) 434-2330

State Director: Tim Veenendaal

Officials with Wildlife Services, formerly Animal Damage Control, work to reduce
crop and livestock damage caused by birds, rodents and predators.

Wildlife Services officials wotk to educate and advise farmers and ranchers on
proper uses of control methods and techniques; suppress serious nuisances and threats
to public health and safety caused by birds, rodents and other wildlife; and work with
airport managers to reduce risks of bird strikes. Wildlife Services also conducts research
on predator-prey relationships, new control methods, and more efficient and safe uses
of present methods.

Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services
Through the Farm Service Agency, this mission area administers farm commodity,
crop insurance and resource conservation programs for farmers and makes loans through
a network of state and county offices. Agency programs are directed at agricultural
producers or, in the case of loans, at those with farming expetience.

! For morte information on Wildlife Services, see Page 462.
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Farm Service Agency

Nebraska State Office: 7131 A St., Lincoln, NE 68505-4202, phone (402) 437-
5581

State Executive Director: Brian Wolford

FSA State Committee: Robert Anderson, Mary Gerdes, Ronald Ochsner, Dennis
Richters and Milton Rogers

The Farm Service Agency administers farm loans, conservation programs, market-
ing assistance loans and loan deficiency payments, as well as other commodity programs
including direct and countercyclical payments. FSA also administers emergency programs
to address crop disasters and livestock losses. Other programs are administered by the
FSA as provided by Congress.

The FSA delivers programs to agricultural producers through 81 offices in Ne-
braska.? The agency was created during the 1994 USDA organization. The parent
organizations for the FSA were the Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service
and the Farmers Home Administration.

On May 13, 2002, President George W. Bush signed the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002 into law. This law made significant changes in farm program
structure and funding and now provides stability to farmers and ranchers as they conduct
their business. The law guides the nation’s agricultural policy and provides total support
for the $115 billion farm sector.

The law does the following:

e revises and rebalances loan rates

® adds new payment programs for dairy, honey, wool, mohair and pulse crops

® continues direct payments

® creates a new system of countercyclical payments

e significantly changes the peanut program

e makes administrative changes to the existing farm loan programs

® expands conservation funding and adds new programs

® contains new tools to support the expansion of trade for agricultural products

The FSA administers and offers these programs:

o the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance program, which provides catastrophic
crop loss payments for crops that are uninsurable under the federally subsidized crop
insurance program.

o the Crop Disaster Programs as authorized by Congress. These programs provide
loss payments when producers suffer serious crop losses.

e the Direct and Countercyclical Program, which provides direct payments to
producers to support agricultural production and provides for countercyclical payments
to provide assistance during periods of low commodity prices.

o the Conservation Reserve Program, which takes highly erodible land out of crop
production and reserves it for growing grasses, trees and forage for 10 to 15 years. In re-
turn for participating in the program, the owner receives a rental payment each year.

o the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, which became effective January
2003 in 37 counties in southeast and eastern Nebraska. These practices include planting

See the list of USDA service centers on Pages 120-122.



102 U.S. GOVERNMENT IN NEBRASKA

filter strips and riparian buffers to protect streams, lakes and rivers from sedimentation
and pollution from agricultural chemicals and to restore wetlands and ground cover to
provide habitats for threatened wildlife species.

e the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, which was established in 1996
to combine four federal cost-share programs to assist producers with cost-share funds
to carry out approved soil, water and wildlife conservation practices over a one- to
10-year period.

e the Emergency Conservation Program, which provides financial assistance to
farmers and ranchers for the restoration of farmlands where natural disasters have
impeded normal farming operations.

o the FSA Farm Loan Program, which offers direct and guaranteed financing for
family farmers and beginning farmers and ranchers who are unable to get affordable
commercial credit for farm ownership, improvements and operating purposes. When
natural disasters occur, emergency loan authorities are available to help producers who
have incurred losses.

e the agricultural price support operations, including marketing assistance loans,
loan deficiency payments, Farm Storage Facility loans and the purchase and sale of
agricultural commodities by the Commodity Credit Corporation.

e the rural youth operating loans, which are available to youth ages 10 to 20 to
establish and operate income-producing projects.

FSA offices ate administered at the state level by a state executive director and a
five-member committee appointed by the U.S. secretary of agriculture. At the county
level, a county or area commiittee consisting of three to five members is responsible for
the local administration of the FSA farm programs through the local FSA office. The
county or area committee members are elected by individuals who have an intetrest in
a farm or ranch in the county.

Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services
The mission of Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services is to ensure access to
nutritious, healthy diets for all US. residents. Through food assistance and nutrition
education, FNCS encourages people to make healthful food choices. Rather than just
providing food, FNCS works to give people knowledge of the link between diet and
health, providing dietary guidance based on research.

Food and Nutrition Service

Nebraska Field Office: 269 Denney Federal Building, 100 Centennial Mall North,
Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 437-5268, fax (402) 437-5759

Acting Officer in Charge: Daniel S. Lay

The Food and Nutrition Service administers the USDA food assistance programs.
These programs, which serve one in six U.S. citizens, provide a federal safety net to people
in need. The goals of the programs are to provide needy persons with access to a more
nutritious diet, improve the eating habits of children and help U.S. farmers by providing
an outlet for distribution of foods purchased under farmer assistance authorities.

The FNS works in partnership with the states in all of its programs. State and
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local agencies determine most administrative details regarding distribution of food
benefits and eligibility of participants, and FNS provides commodities and funding for
additional food and to cover administrative costs. In Nebraska, the state Department
of Health and Human Services and the state Department of Education help administer
most FNS programs.

FNS programs include:

o the Food Stamp Program, which provides food benefits through state and local
welfare agencies to needy people to increase their food purchasing power. The benefits
are used to buy food at approved retail stores.

o the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children
(WIC), which provides food supplements, nutrition education and healthcare referrals
to low-income pregnant women, postpartum women, and infants and children up to
5 years old

o the WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program, which provides WIC participants
with coupons to buy fresh fruits and vegetables

e the Commodity Supplemental Food Program, which provides an extensive
package of foods monthly to low-income pregnant, postpartum and breast-feeding
women,; their infants and children younger than age 6; and the elderly. The program
also provides nutrition education.

o the National School Lunch Program, which supports nonprofit food services in
elementary and secondary schools and in residential childcare institutions. More than
half the meals served through these institutions are available free or at reduced cost.

o the School Breakfast Program, which supports schools in providing needy children
with breakfasts for free or at reduced cost

o the Special Milk Program for Children, which provides milk for children in those
schools, summer camps and childcare institutions that do not have federally supported
meal programs

o the Child and Adult Care Food Program, which provides cash and commodi-
ties for meals for children in childcare facilities and for functionally impaired adults in
nonresidential care facilities

o the Summer Food Service Program for Children, which helps various orga-
nizations get meals to needy children during the summer months and during school
vacations

o the Emergency Food Assistance Program, which provides state agencies with
commodities for distribution to food banks, food pantries, soup kitchens and other
charitable institutions

o the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations and the Trust Ter-
ritories, which provides commodities to low-income households on or near Indian
reservations

o the Nutrition Program for the Elderly, which provides cash and commodities to
states for meals for senior citizens

o the Homeless Children Nutrition Program, which reimburses providers for meals
served to homeless preschool children in emergency shelters
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o the Nutrition Education and Training Program, which grants funds to states
for the development and dissemination of nutrition information to children and for
in-service training of food service and teaching personnel

Food Safety and Inspection Service

Compliance and Investigation Division (CID): 120 Denney Federal Building,
100 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 437-5632

Compliance Investigator: Gregory J. Harstick, Margaret R. Karinen, Tamara
Dey

The USDA, Food Safety and Inspection Service regulates the meat/poultry and
egg industry to ensure that such products are safe, wholesome and accurately labeled
for interstate and foreign commerce.

FSIS Inspection Operations (10) inspects domestic animals and birds at slaughter
and during various stages of further processing, It also inspects the production of egg
products.

CID monitors meat/poultry and egg products in storage, distribution and retail
outlets and takes necessary compliance actions to protect the public, including detention
of products, voluntary product recalls, court-ordered seizures of products, administra-
tive withdrawal of inspection and referral for criminal prosecution.

Nondesignated states conduct state programs for the inspection of meat and
poultry products sold in intrastate commerce. Nebraska is a designated state, thus only
allowing the sale of federally inspected meat and poultry products in both intrastate
and interstate commerce.

Omaha Technical Service Center: 1299 Farnam St., Suite 300, Landmark Center,
Omaha, NE 68102, phone (800) 233-3935

Director: Dr. Garry McKee

The technical service center coordinates technical advice and support for federal
food safety inspection personnel throughout the country.

A toll-free meat and poultry hot line, (800) 535-4555, is provided to answer ques-
tions about labeling and safe handling of meat, poultry, eggs and their products. The
hot line is also accessible on the same extension by TDD.

Marketing and Regulatory Programs
This mission area includes marketing and regulatory programs other than those
concerned with food safety.

Agricultural Marketing Service
The Agricultural Marketing Service administers: standardization, grading, inspec-
tion, certification, market news, marketing orders, and research, promotion and regulatory
programs. Two branches of the AMS Livestock and Seed Division — the Livestock and
Grain Market News Service and the Meat Grading and Certification Branch — have
offices in Nebraska.
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Livestock and Grain Marfket News Service

Livestock and Seed Division Branch Office: 4009 Sixth Ave., Eagles Nest Plaza,
Kearney, NE 68845, phone (308) 237-7579, fax (308) 234-1568, 24-hour recording (308)
234-1059, Web site — http://www.ams.usda.gov/Ismnpubs

Officer in Charge: Keith Williams

The AMS Livestock and Grain Market News Service provides current market in-
formation to producers, processors, distributors and others to assist them in the orderly
marketing and distribution of farm commodities. Information is collected on supply,
demand, prices, movement, location, quality, condition and other market data on farm
products in specific markets and marketing areas. The data is disseminated nationally
via a modern satellite system and is shared internationally. The service also has assisted
countries in developing their own market information systems.

The Kearney office of the Livestock and Grain Market News Service reports daily
movement, trade activity, price trends and livestock prices. Grain prices are collected
daily from about 40 locations in the state. This office also produces a weekly report of
hay prices for Nebraska, lowa and parts of South Dakota and Iowa. The Kearney office
supervises the reporting of 10 of the largest volume feeder cattle auctions through a
cooperative program with the Nebraska Department of Agriculture.

Livestock and meat reports are released throughout the trading day through ra-
dio, television and newspapers. Market news reports are transmitted by Market News
Communication Systems to national and international market interests via the MNCS
system and the AMS Web site.

The news service also receives reports from other market news offices across the
nation, keeping livestock and grain producers and marketing agencies informed of the
movement and price of livestock, meat and grain at all marketing areas.

The news service also grades and certifies livestock to fill Chicago Mercantile
Exchange livestock futures trading contracts.

Meat Grading and Certification Branch

Omaha Area Contact: Douglas Heikel, 412 S. 127th St., Omaha, NE 68154, phone
(402) 697-1583, (202) 302-7276, email — douglas.heikel@usda.gov

Grade standards have been established for nearly 240 agricultural commodities to
help buyers and sellers trade on agreed-upon quality levels. Standards are developed with
the benefit of views from those in the industries directly affected and others interested.
The AMS also participates in developing international standards to facilitate trade.

The Meat Grading and Certification Branch of the Livestock and Seed Division
interprets the federal grade and class standards and performs meat grading services
upon the request of federally inspected and recognized nonfederally inspected meat
slaughtering and wholesale plants.

Meat grading includes three types of services:

® the meat grading service, which provides quality and yield grading to allow a
common language for the industry to market meat carcasses or cuts;

o the certification service, which examines, accepts and certifies fresh-chilled meats,
prepared meats and meat food products. The Meat Grading and Certification Branch
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has an Omaha office that covers Omaha, Dakota City, Gibbon, Grand Island, Hastings,
Lexington, Norfolk, Schuyler and West Point;

o the carcass data service, which evaluates carcass characteristics by applicable offi-
cial US. standards. The carcass data service also records and transmits data to the service’s
applicants. An applicant also can direct the service to send the data elsewhere.

Natural Resources and Environment
This mission area is responsible for fostering sound stewardship of 75 percent of
the nation’s total land area. Ecosystems are the underpinning for the USDA’s operat-
ing philosophy in this area. This approach is intended to ensure that products, values,
services and uses desired by people are produced in ways that sustain healthy, produc-
tive ecosystems.

U.S. Forest Service

The U.S. Forest Service is responsible for national leadership in forestry. Its mission
is to achieve quality land management under the sustainable, multiple-use management
concept to meet the diverse needs of people.

U.S. Forest Service operations in Nebraska are handled by three branches: the
national forest system branch, which is administered by a forest supervisor at Chadron;
the research branch, represented by the National Agroforestry Center in Lincoln; and
the state and private branch in Lincoln. U.S. Forest Service state and private forestry
cooperative programs are carried out in states by the state forestry agency, headed by
the state forester. The Nebraska Forest Service/State Forester’s Office is part of the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

National Forest Systens

Nebraska National Forest Office: 125 N. Main St., Chadron, NE 69337, phone
(308) 432-0300, Web site — http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/nebraska

Forest Supervisor: Donald ]. Bright

Nebraska National Forest, Pine Ridge Ranger District: 1240 W. 16th St.,
Chadron, NE 69337, phone (308) 432-4475

District Ranger: Charles R. “Charlie” Marsh

Nebraska National Forest, Bessey Ranger District: 40637 River Loop, P.O.
Box 39, Halsey, NE 69142, phone (308) 533-2257

District Ranger: Patti Barney

Charles E. Bessey Tree Nursery: 40637 River Loop, P.O. Box 39, Halsey, NE
69142, phone (308) 533-2257

Nursery Manager: Richard Gilbert

The U.S. Forest Service manages 155 national forests, 20 national grasslands, and
eight land utilization projects on more than 191 million acres in 44 states, the Virgin
Islands and Puerto Rico. The intent is to balance the nation’s need for wood and paper
products with the other resources or benefits that the national forests and grasslands

*For more information about national areas in Nebraska administered by the U.S. Forest Service, see page 46.
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provide, such as recreation and natural beauty, wildlife habitat, livestock forage and
water supplies.

The 90,400-acre Bessey Ranger District of the Nebraska National Forest, which
is in Thomas and Blaine counties, contains a completely man-made forest. Dr. Charles
E. Bessey, an eminent University of Nebraska botanist, generated public interest in the
idea of growing trees on parts of the Great Plains. The Bessey District administers
another area with hand-planted trees, the 116,000-acre Samuel R. McKelvie National
Forest in Cherry County. These two national forest areas were established by presidential
proclamation in 1902.

About 22,000 acres of coniferous trees have been planted on the Bessey District,
and 2,500 acres have been planted on the Samuel R. McKelvie National Forest. Tech-
niques developed at the Chatles E. Bessey Tree Nursery increased knowledge about tree
propagation, helped countless farms establish tree windbreaks, and helped the federal
government to implement a shelterbelt program from 1935 to 1942.

The 51,000-acre Pine Ridge Ranger District of the Nebraska National Forest is in
Dawes and Sioux counties in northwest Nebraska. The district contains about 25,000
acres of natural ponderosa pine forests growing along the Pine Ridge.

The 94,000-acre Oglala National Grassland in northwest Nebraska, administered
by the Pine Ridge District, demonstrates rangeland conservation techniques and prac-
tices. Range managers, ranchers and conservationists are working together to improve
the grassland resources.

The 7,794-acre Soldier Creek Wilderness Area and the 6,600-acre Pine Ridge Rec-
reation Area were created by the Nebraska Wilderness Act of 1985.

The Bessey Nursery is the oldest federal tree nursery. Nearly 3.5 million trees are
produced there each year. The seedlings are distributed to national forests for rehabilita-
tion plantings and through natural resource districts in Nebraska and neighboring states
to private landowners for conservation projects.

The forest supervisor at Chadron is responsible to the regional forester in Denver
for the administration of the Nebraska National Forest; the Samuel R. McKelvie Na-
tional Forest; Oglala National Grassland; Bessey Nursey; and the Buffalo Gap and Fort
Pierre National Grasslands in South Dakota. Also, the forest supervisor represents the
U.S. Forest Service in Nebraska activities except for research.

Human Resource Programs

Pine Ridge Job Corps Civilian Conservation Center: 15710 Highway 385,
Chadron, NE 69337, phone (308) 432-3316

Center Director: Clyde Franklin

The U.S. Forest Service operates the Youth Conservation Corps and the Volun-
teers in the National Forests programs and participates with the US. Department of
Labor on several human resource programs that involve citizens, both young and old,
in forestry-related activities.

In Nebraska, the forest supervisor administers the Pine Ridge Job Corps Civilian
Conservation Center in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Labor. The center is
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12 miles south of Chadron on U.S. Highway 385. It is a certified Nebraska high school

and offers nine learning areas for 16- to 24-year-olds.

lational Agroforestry Center

Contact Person: Dr. Greg Ruark, Center Director, East Campus, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0822, phone (402) 437-5178, Web site — http://
www.unl.edu/nac

The USDA National Agroforestry Center is a partnership between the Forest
Service and the Natural Resources Consetrvation Service. It conducts research on how
to design and install forested buffers to protect water quality and develops and delivers
technology on a broad range of agroforestry practices, such as alley cropping, forest
farming, riparian forest buffers, silvopasture and windbreaks. Its primary audience
is the more than 8,000 natural resource professionals who directly assist landowners
and communities throughout the nation. The partnership draws upon Forest Service
expertise with forestry and trees and harnesses it to NRCS expertise in agriculture and
its technology delivery system to farmers, ranchers and communities. The NAC gath-
ers and packages research conducted by universities and state and federal agencies into
technology transfer materials. NAC products include field demonstrations, training
workshops, a quarterly newsletter, technology “how to” notes, videos and brochures
with coordinating displays.

Agroforestry technologies provide cost-effective ways to diversify production
and increase income, while simultaneously enhancing natural resource conservation.
The Farm Bill recognizes and supports many agroforestry practices in its conservation
programs.

Key issues address by NAC are:

e Carbon — Agroforestry often involves afforestation. Planting linear forests on
farms and ranches can store large amounts of carbon due to an extensive agricultural
land base.

e Communities — Trees at the community/agticulture interface provide visual
screening, abate dust and noise, manage stormwater, modify temperatures and provide
greenways and recreational settings.

® Economics — Agroforestry practices such as alley cropping and forest farming
diversify production systems and generate additional on-farm income.

® Livestock — Trees shelter livestock from harsh weather and reduce visual and
odor problems associated with concentrated feedlots. Agroforestry systems allow for
forage production and livestock grazing in the understory of conifer stands that are
managed for timber production.

® Snowfences — Trees and shrubs used as living snowfences control drifting snow
along roadways, distribute snowmelt in fields, protect farmsteads and communities and
provide wildlife habitat.

® Water — Forested riparian buffers improve water quality by controlling soil and
streambank erosion and by reducing the input of agricultural fertilizers, pesticides and
animal wastes into waterways.

o Windbreaks — Many field windbreaks have aged and deteriorated. They need to
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be replanted or rehabilitated in ways that provide for erosion reduction, crop produc-
tion and wildlife habitat.

Cooperation With the States

State and Private Forestry Programs/Nebraska Forest Service: 103 Plant
Industry Building, East Campus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-
0815, phone (402) 472-2944, e-mail address — sjosiah2@unl.edu

State Forester: Scott J. Josiah

Through its cooperative State and Private Forestry Program, the U.S. Forest Service
provides national leadership and financial and technical assistance delivered through
state forestry agencies to nonfederal forest landowners, operators, processors of forest
products and community forestry interests. These cooperative programs work to protect
and improve the productivity and health of forests, air, water, and soil and encourages
the use of natural resources on nonfederal lands that best meet the needs of the nation
while protecting the environment.

Cooperative programs are carried out by the Nebraska State Forester and Direc-
tor of the Nebraska Forest Service, who receives federal grant funding under the
Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978, as well as state funding support. The
Nebraska Forest Service implements a portfolio of programs mandated by Nebraska
state statute that provide rural forestry assistance to owners of over 2 million acres
of forested lands, forest health protection, community forestry assistance, rural fire
protection to 483 rural fire districts and mutual aid associations, state forest resource
planning, and development, marketing and utilization of forest products and biofuels.
Funding and technical assistance are provided to rural volunteer fire departments for
training, planning, and fire prevention programs and equipment. The Federal Excess
Property Program operated by the state forester provides reconditioned heavy-duty
vehicles on loan to rural fire districts for use as fire trucks. The Nebraska Community
Forestry Program provides assistance and funding to communities that want to improve
community forest resources.

The Nebraska Forest Service is part of the University of Nebraska, and is admin-
istratively housed in the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Nebraska State Conservationist’s Office: 152 Denney Federal Building, 100
Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508-3866, phone (402) 437-5300, e-mail address
— steve.chick@ne.usda.gov, Web site — http://www.ne.nres.usda.gov

State Conservationist: Stephen K. Chick

National Soil Survey Center: 152 Denney Federal Building, 100 Centennial
Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508-3866, phone (402) 437-5499, e-mail address — bob.
ahrens@lin.usda.gov

Director: Robert J. Ahrens



110 U.S. GOVERNMENT IN NEBRASKA

National Design, Construction and Soil Mechanics Center: 512 S. Seventh
St., Lincoln, NE 68508-2919, phone (402) 437-5337, e-mail address — steve.reinsch@
lin.usda.gov

Director: Stephen D. Reinsch

Resource Conservation and Development Offices: Five Rivers RC&D, 140 N.
Fourth, Tecumseh, NE 68450, phone (402) 335-3347; Loup Basin RC&D, 801 S St., Suite
2, 0rd, NE 68862-1857, phone (308) 728-3393; North Central Nebraska RC&D, East
Highway 20, P.O. Box 130, Bassett, NE 68714-0130, phone (402) 684-3346; Northeast
Nebraska RC&D, 702 E. Park Ave., Box 67, Plainview, NE 68769-4022, phone (402)
582-48606; Panhandle RC&D, 1517 Broadway, Suite 101, Scottsbluff, NE 69361-3184,
phone (308) 632-1311; South Central Nebraska RC&D, 125 W. Plum St., Doniphan,
NE 68832-0250, phone (402) 845-6678; Southwest Nebraska RC&D, 611 Paxton, Box
86, Cambridge, NE 69022, phone (308) 697-3477; Nebraska Loess Hills RC&D, 408
N. Oakland Ave., Oakland, NE 68045, phone (402) 685-5175; Trail Blazer RC&D, 437
N. Elm, Red Cloud, NE 68970, phone (402) 746-3560; Great Plains RC&D, 402 Fifth
St., David City, NE 68632-1635, phone (402) 367-0510; Prairieland RC&D, 104 E.
Sixth St., PO. Box 350, Madison, NE 68748, phone (402) 454-2026; Sandhills RC&D,
102 S.E. Second St., Mullen, NE 69152, phone (308) 546-0636.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service has national responsibility for help-
ing farmers, ranchers and private landowners develop and carry out voluntary efforts
to protect the nation’s natural resources. NRCS is USDA’s technical delivery arm for
conservation. Many NRCS programs are conducted in cooperation with other federal
agencies, state and local agencies, universities, natural resource districts, commercial
businesses and private groups. NRCS provides service through 81 offices in Nebraska.*
Programs include:

e Conservation Technical Assistance. This is the foundation program of NRCS.
Under this program, NRCS provides technical assistance to land users and units of
government for the purpose of sustaining agricultural productivity and protecting and
enhancing the natural resource base. This assistance is based on the voluntary cooperation
of private landowners and involves comprehensive approaches to reduce soil erosion,
improve soil and water quantity and quality, improve and conserve wetlands, enhance
fish and wildlife habitat, improve air quality, improve pasture and range condition, reduce
upstream flooding and improve woodlands. Every year nationally, more than 1 million
land users receive these technical services, which are channeled through neatly 3,000
conservation districts across the United States and its territories. Nebraska’s state and
field offices provide assistance to individuals, groups, organizations and government
units, but much of this help is given to the state’s natural resource districts.

o the Natural Resources Inventory, a report issued every five years on how well
the nation is sustaining natural resources on nonfederal land

e the National Cooperative Soil Survey, which provides the public with local in-
formation on the uses and capabilities of soils

o the Plant Materials Program. At 26 plant materials centers across the country,
NRCS tests, selects and ensures the commercial availability of new and improved con-

* See the list of USDA service centers on Pages 120-122.



U.S. GOVERNMENT IN NEBRASKA 111

servation plants for erosion reduction, wetland restoration, water quality improvement,
streambank and riparian area protection, coastal dune stabilization, biomass production,
carbon sequestration and other needs.

@ River Basin Surveys and Investigations. This program involves river basin surveys
and investigations, flood hazard analysis and flood plain management assistance.

o the Small Watersheds Program, which helps local groups plan and install water-
shed protection projects on private lands

® the Small Watersheds Rehabilitation Program, formed in 2002, to repair, restore
or replace older structures, such as dams, built since the 1950s

o the Flood Prevention Program, which applies to 11 flood prevention projects
covering about 35 million acres in 11 states, including Nebraska

o the Emergency Watershed Protection Program, which provides emergency help
to safeguard lives and property in jeopardy because of sudden watershed impairment
by natural disasters; includes flood plain easement for restoration as wetlands

® the Resource Conservation and Development Program (RC&D), which is a
locally driven program, gives civic-oriented groups an opportunity to work together
by shating knowledge and resources to solve common problems facing their region. A
USDA coordinator helps each designated RC&D council plan, develop and carry out
programs for resource conservation, water management, community development and
environmental enhancement.

o the Wetlands Reserve Program. Under this program, USDA purchases ecasements
from agricultural landowners who voluntarily agree to restore and protect wetlands.

o the Wetlands Reserve Enhancement Program, started in 2004, targets wetland
restoration along the Missouri River on the west side.

o the Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program, intends to protect soil by encour-
aging landowners to limit conversion of their farmland to nonagricultural uses

e the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, which uses two- to 10-year
contracts to help producers with environmental and natural resource conservation
improvements on their agricultural lands. The program also includes funding for the
ground and surface water conservation cost-share.

o the Conservation of Private Grazing Land Pogram, which helps owners and
managers of private grazing land address natural resource concerns while enhancing
the economic and social stability of grazing land enterprises and the rural communities
that depend on them

o the Conservation Security Program, which provides financial and technical as-
sistance for the conservation, protection and improvement of soil, water and related
resources on tribal and private lands. It provides payments for producers who have
practiced good stewardship on their agricultural lands and incentives for those who
want to do more.

e the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program, which encourages the creation of
wildlife habitats that support wildlife populations of national, state, tribal and local
significance
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Research, Education and Economics
This mission area’s main focus is to create, apply and transfer knowledge and
technology to provide affordable food and fiber, ensure food safety and nutrition, and
support rural development and natural resource needs. These goals are pursued by
conducting integrated national and international research, information, education and
statistical programs and services.

Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service

The Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service expands the
research and higher education functions of the former Cooperative State Research
Service and the education and outreach functions of the former Extension Service.

The service links the USDA’s research and education resources and activities.
CSREES works with land-grant institutions in each state, territory, and the District of
Columbia; more than 130 colleges of agriculture; 59 agricultural experiment stations; 57
cooperative extension services; 63 schools of forestry; 16 historically black land-grant
institutions and Tuskegee University; 27 colleges of veterinary medicine; 42 schools and
colleges of family and consumer services; 29 American Indian land-grant institutions;
and 127 Hispanic-serving institutions.

In cooperation with its partners and customers, CSREES provides the focus to
advance a global system of research, extension and higher education in the food and
agricultural sciences and related environmental and human sciences.

The service’s mission emphasizes partnerships with the public and private sectors
to maximize the effectiveness of limited resources. Its programs are intended to increase
and provide access to scientific knowledge; strengthen the capabilities of land-grant
and other institutions in research, extension and higher education; increase access to
and use of improved communication and network systems; and promote informed
decision-making by producers and families to improve social conditions in the United
States and globally.

The service provides research, extension and education leadership through pro-
grams in plant and animal production, protection and processing; natural resources
and environment; rural, economic and social development; families, nutrition and
4-H; partnerships; competitive research grants and awards management; science and
education resource development; and communications, technology and distance edu-
cation.

Cooperative Exctension Division

University of Nebraska Office: Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
211 Agriculture Hall, East Campus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-
0703, phone (402) 472-2966, Web site — http://www.extension.unl.edu

Dean and Director: Elbert C. Dickey

The Cooperative Extension Division at land-grant universities has professional staff
located at the state, county and local government levels. These staff work together to
assess clients’ needs and create educational programs to help farmers, families, individu-
als, rural businesses and communities develop problem-solving and decision-making
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skills. Extension staff use computers, video, satellites and teleconferences to develop
and deliver educational programs to people. The national Cooperative Extension System
also assures access to research findings and information nationwide.

In Nebraska, extension programs’ federal funds are combined with state funds,
county funds and user fees by the Cooperative Extension Division.

Agricultural Research Division (Nebraska Agricultural Experiment Station)

University of Nebraska Office: Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources,
207 Agticulture Hall, East Campus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE
68583-0704, phone (402) 472-2045, e-mail address — gcunningham2@unl.edu, Web
site — http://ard.unl.edu

Dean and Director: Gary L. Cunningham

The Agricultural Research Division is the only state entity in Nebraska charged with
conducting agricultural research. It is part of a national network of state agricultural
experiment stations at land-grant universities.

The mission of ARD is to conduct problem-solving and fundamental research
that:

® addresses priority issues facing Nebraska’s agricultural and food industries

® provides the knowledge base essential for managing natural resources

e promotes family well-being and community development

® cducates future scientists through hands-on experiences

Agricultural Research Service

Administrative Office: 344A Keim Hall, East Campus, University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0939, phone (402) 472-2961, fax (402) 472-4020

Location Coordinator: Dr. Kenneth Vogel

Administrative Officer: Lisa Mullenax

The Agricultural Research Service conducts research to develop and transfer solu-
tions to agricultural problems of high national priority. It provides information access
and dissemination to ensure high-quality, safe food and other agricultural products; as-
sesses the nuttitional needs of U.S. citizens; sustains a competitive agricultural economy;
enhances the natural resource base and the environment; and provides economic op-
portunities for rural citizens, communities and society as a whole.

Research activities are carried out at 104 domestic locations, including Puerto
Rico, and three overseas locations. Much of this research is conducted in cooperation
with partners in state universities and state experiment stations, other federal agencies
and private organizations. Much research in Nebraska is conducted with the Nebraska
Agricultural Experiment Station.

The ARS operates in two Nebraska locations: the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s
East Campus and the Roman L. Hruska U.S. Meat Animal Research Center in Clay Center.
On East Campus, the ARS includes four research units: Genetics and Breeding; Midwest
Livestock Insects; Soil and Water Conservation; and Wheat, Sorghum and Forage.

Genetics and Breeding Research Unit: A218 Animal Science Complex, East
Campus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0908, phone (402)
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472-3097 ot 472-6010, e-mail address — dwhite3@unlnotes.unl.edu ot lvanvleck@
unlnotes.unl.edu

The Genetics and Breeding Research Unit performs analyses of research data from
the Roman L. Hruska U.S. Meat Animal Research Center.

Midwest Livestock Insects Research Unit: 305 Plant Industry Building, East
Campus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0938, phone (402) 437-
5267

Research Leader: Dr. James S. Schepers (acting)

The mission of the Midwest Livestock Insects Research Unit is to increase produc-
tivity of confined livestock through integrated management of stable flies and house
flies and to study the genetics of primary screwworms.

Soil and Water Conservation Research Unit: 120 Keim Hall, East Campus,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0915, phone (402) 472-1514, fax
(402) 472-0516, e-mail address — jschepersl(@unl.edu

Research Leader: Dr. James S. Schepers

The mission of the Soil and Water Conservation Research Unit is to develop and
improve technologies for agricultural practices that maintain or enhance soil productivity
and environmental quality and that are economically viable.

Grain, Forage and Bio-Energy Research Unit: 344 Keim Hall, East Campus,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68583-0937, phone (402) 472-1490

Research Leader: Dr. Kenneth Vogel

The mission of the Grain, Forage and Bio-Energy Research Unit is to improve the
productivity, stability of production and profitability of wheat, sorghum, forage and
biomass energy crops in the Central Great Plains and Midwest.

Roman L. Hruska U.S. Meat Animal Research Center: Spur 18D, P.O. Box
166, Clay Centet, NE 68933-0166, phone (402) 762-4100

Center Director: Mohammad Koohmaraie

The Roman L. Hruska U.S. Meat Animal Research Center conducts research
programs focused on national problems in meat safety, meat quality, herd health and
production efficiency.

National Agricultural Statistics Service

Nebraska Field Office: 298 Denney Federal Building, 100 Centennial Mall North,
Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 437-5541, e-mail address — nass-ne@nass.usda.gov

State Director: Mark Harris

The National Agricultural Statistics Service prepares censuses and reports on
production, supply, price and other items necessary for the orderly operation of the
U.S. agricultural economy. In Nebraska, the service runs on a cooperative basis with the
Nebraska Department of Agriculture and is known as USDA’s National Agricultural
Statistics Service, Nebraska Field Office.’

The publications include statistics on field crops, fruits and vegetables, dairy, cattle,
hogs, sheep, poultry, aquaculture, and related commodities or processed products. Other

*For more information on the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service, see Pages 475-476. For charts and tables of
Nebraska agricultural statistics, see Pages 478-498.
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estimates concern farm numbers, farm production expenditures, agricultural chemical
use, prices received by farmers for products sold, prices paid for commodities and
services, indexes of prices received and paid, parity prices, farm employment and farm
wage rates. The service prepares these estimates through a complex system of sample
surveys of producers, processors, buyers and others associated with agriculture.

The 45 state-federal offices, serving all 50 states, along with the national office,
prepare weekly, monthly, annual and other periodic reports for free distribution to the
news media, Congress and survey respondents. The reports are available on the In-
ternet or on a subscription basis. Information on crop and livestock products appears
in about 400 reports issued annually. Cooperative agreements with state agencies also
permit preparation and publication of estimates of individual crops and livestock by
counties in most states.

Rural Development

Nebraska State Office: 152 Denney Federal Building, 100 Centennial Mall North,
Lincoln, NE 68508, phone (402) 437-5551, e-mail address — jim.barr@ne.usda.gov,
Web site — http:/ /www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne

State Director: Scot Blehm

USDA Rural Development’s mission: “To increase economic opportunity and
improve the quality of life for all rural Americans.” USDA has the unique responsibil-
ity of coordinating Federal assistance to rural areas of the nation. Rural Development
helps rural Americans to improve the quality of their lives by working closely with the
private and nonprofit sectors and with state, tribal, and local governments to meet the
needs of rural areas.

The prosperity in rural America depends on ensuring that residents have a wide
range of economic opportunities. Rural Development works to make sure that rural citi-
zens can participate fully in the global economy - with technical assistance and programs
that help rural Americans build strong economies to improve their quality of life.

Rural Development helps rural communities meet their basic needs by building
water and wastewater systems; financing decent, affordable housing; supporting electric
power and rural businesses, including cooperatives; and supporting community develop-
ment with information and technical assistance.

Rural Development provides service through 16 USDA service centers in Ne-
braska.®

Rural Business-Cooperative Programs
Business and Cooperative Programs Director: Karissa Hagedorn (402) 437-5568
Rural Development’s Business-Cooperative programs promote a dynamic business
environment in rural America. These programs work in partnership with the private
sector and community-based organizations to provide financial assistance and business
planning; and help fund projects that create or preserve quality jobs and/or promote

“See the list of USDA service centers on Pages 120-122.
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a clean rural environment. Business program monies ate often leveraged with those
of other public and private credit source lenders to meet business and credit needs in
under-served areas. Recipients of these programs may include individuals, corporations,
partnerships, cooperatives, public bodies, nonprofit corporations, Indian tribes, and
private companies. Rural business-cooperative programs include:

® Business and Industry Guaranteed Loans. This program guarantees loans made
by commercial for business and industrial development. Loans may be used to create
and maintain employment and expand or improve economic climate. Improvement
projects include business and industrial acquisition, construction, building enlargement
and modernization, equipment purchases, real estate purchases and working capital.
Individuals, partnerships, corporations, limited liability corporations, cooperatives,
nonprofit groups, and Native American tribes are eligible for these loans.

o Intermediary Relending Program. The program provides funds to intermediaties,
which provide loans to ultimate recipients for community development projects, busi-
ness establishment and expansion and creating or saving jobs. Nonprofit groups, public
agencies, cooperatives and Native American tribes are eligible for these loans.

® Rural Business Enterprise Grants. These grants help public bodies, nonprofit
corporations and federally-recognized American Indian tribal groups facilitate and
finance development of small and emerging private business enterprises by establish-
ing small business revolving loan funds; acquiring land, buildings or infrastructure to
enhance business development; or by providing technical assistance.

® Rural Business Opportunity Grants. These grants provide technical assistance for
business development and economic planning in rural areas. Nonprofit groups, public
agencies, cooperatives and federally recognized tribal groups are eligible to apply.

® Rural Economic Development Loans and Grants. These funds finance business
expansion and startup, community develpment, incubators, revolving loan funds, job
creation projects and training and technology activities in rural areas. USDA Rural Utili-
ties Service electric and telecommunications utilities are eligible to apply.

® Cooperative Services. This program helps rural residents form cooperative busi-
nesses and improve existing cooperatives. Services include providing technical assistance,
conducting research and promoting public understanding of cooperatives. New and
existing cooperatives and multiple-owner businesses may use these services.

® Value-Added Producer Grants. These grants help eligible producers of agriculture
commodities develop business plans for viable marketing opportunities and develop
strategies to create marketing opportunities in emerging markets. Grants are available to
individual and group ag producers, farmer and rancher co-ops and majority-controlled,
producer-based business ventures.

® Rural Cooperative Development Grants. Grants assist in establishing and operat-
ing cooperative development centers to improve economic cond