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Legislature’s Planning Committee
2010 Report
Introduction

The Legislature’s Planning Committee was created in 2009, pursuant to LB 653,
introduced by Senator John Harms, of Scottsbluff. The committee was formed in June
2009, consisting of:

Senator John Harms, Chair

Senator Mike Gloor, Vice-Chair

Senator Mike Flood, Speaker of the Legislature

Senator John Wightman, Chair, Executive Board

Senator Lavon Heidemann, Chair, Appropriations Committee
Senator Greg Adams

Senator Beau McCoy

Senator Heath Mello

Senator Kate Sullivan

It was decided that the committee, in order to achieve their goals, would be
assisted by the Legislative Research Office and the College of Public Affairs at the
University of Nebraska at Omaha. The Committee also formed three sub-committees:
1) Mission Statement and Goals; 2) Research Data Base; and 3) Special Funding. The
Mission Statement was adopted and it was decided that there would be nine categories
for data collection: Agriculture, Economy, Education, Health & Human Services, Natural
Resources, Public Safety, State & Local Government, Telecommunications, and
Transportation. The Goals for each category were adopted and it was decided that the
Economy section would be completed first. The Research Data Base sub-committee
chose benchmarks for the Economy category and Jerry Deichert and John Bartle, with
the assistance of grad student Skiarn Issarachaiyos; began collecting data for each
benchmark.

The Mission Statement and Goals committee, having completed their task, then
became a second research benchmarking committee. The remaining eight categories
were divided up between the two sub-committees and benchmarks were picked for
each category. Jerry, John, and Skairn then collected data for each category. They
also prepared summaries of data and made note of policy considerations for each
category. This report consists of the data, summaries, and policy considerations for
each of the nine categories.

During this time, the Legislative Research Office prepared for the committee
binders, for each of the nine categories, which contain a history of legislation passed in
Nebraska for each category during the last thirty years, as well as what is currently
being done in other states — compiled from organizations such as the National



Conference of State Legislatures. These binders are available to be checked out in the
Legislative Research Office and will be updated each year.

The Planning Committee will also be in charge of updating the data and policy
considerations each year for all benchmarks in each category. We are hopeful that this
will be of great assistance to Legislators and staff as they craft and debate legislation
each Session.

This Report and the Executive Summary are available on the Legislature’s
Website at http:/news.legislature.ne.gov/Ipc/



State Planning Committee
Mission Statement

The planning committee of the Legislature is charged with
establishing and maintaining a future focus on the priorities of the State. Its
responsibility is to assure continuity of policy to achieve long term goals.
The committee will do so by collecting and analyzing data, identifying
priorities, setting long term goals and establishing benchmarks.



State Planning Committee

Goals
Economy
Goal: Lead the nation in the preservation and enhancement of our
economy.
Agriculture

Goal: Insure the growth and long-term vitality of agriculture in Nebraska.

Education
Goal: To ensure a well-educated citizenry qualified for successful
employment, lifelong learning and effective participation in a

democratic society.

Health and Human Services
Goal: Design individual health and human service programs that allow
Nebraskans to thrive. |

Natural Resources
Goal: Preserve and manage the natural resources in our state for future

generations.

Public Safety
Goal: Foster an environment of safety and security throughout Nebraska.

State and local Government

Goal: Promote efficient and effective governmental operations, develop
shared priorities and focus on the future of Nebraskans through a
disciplined planning process.

Transportation and Telecommunications
Goal: Ensure Nebraska’s effective connectivity via transportation and
telecommunications locally, statewide, nationally and internationally.



Nebraska’s Economy

Jerry Deichert
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
July 23, 2010

This benchmark examines Nebraska’s economy by reviewing four broad areas: Income, poverty, and
comparative costs; Employment; Business climate and business start-ups; and Workforce quality,
technology, and innovation. When available, data are presented for the period 1980 to 2008. At other
times, the period is 2000 to 2008. The most currently available data at the time the data files were put
together are used. For most indicators this is 2008.

Income, Poverty and Comparati\}e Costs

Generally, measures of Nebraska’s income are slightly below the national average. The U.S. Bureau of
Economic Analysis reports that Nebraska’s per capita personal income for 2008 was $39,150, which was
97 percent of the national average. Although there have been year-to-year fluctuations, since 1989,
Nebraska’s per capita income has been growing faster than the nation’s. Between 2007 and 2008,
Nebraska’s growth was 4.1 percent compared to 2.9 percent for the U.S. Regionally, Nebraska’s rural
counties recorded lower incomes but higher growth between 2006 and 2007 than the metropolitan
counties. Rural counties received a higher portion of their income from farming and transfer receipts
(such as Social Security). '

As measured by the U.S. Census Bureau, median household income in 2008 also fell below the national
figure, $49,693 compared to $52,029, and this gap has remained relatively stable since 2000. Within the
state, Nebraska’s rural counties again reported median household incomes below those in the
metropolitan counties.

The U.S. Census Bureau also measured the poverty rate for persons in 2008. Using this measure,
Nebraska fared better than the nation with a poverty rate of 10.6 percent compared to 13.2 percent for
the nation. With the exception of eastern Douglas County, Nebraska’s urban areas experienced much
lower poverty rates than the rural areas.

Comparative costs were lower for Nebraska. In 2008, the average wage and salary disbursements per
job were $37,696 in Nebraska and $45,716 for the U.S. Lower wages and salaries may mean lower costs
of business, but they also may explain relatively lower incomes for Nebraskans.

The relative cost of housing is another indicator in this section. In 2008, the median housing value was
2.55 times the value of the median household income for Nebraska compared to a ratio of 3.80 for the
nation. Similar to other indicators, rural counties in Nebraska have lower costs than its urban counties.

Employment

With the exception of four years, employment in Nebraska has increased every year since 1980.
Between 2007 and 2008 employment in Nebraska grew 1.6 percent compared to 1.0 percent nationally.
The 2007-08 period marked the first time since 1996 that Nebraska’s employment growth was larger
than the nation’s.

Historically, Nebraska has had one of the lowest unemployment rates in the nation. It was less than half
the national rate in 2009—4.6 percent compared to 9.3 percent. Even accounting for underemployment



and workers who left the labor force, Nebraska’s adjusted unemployment rate rose to 9.0 percent. The
comparable national rate was 16.2 percent.

Business Climate and Business Start-ups

The term business climate means different things to different people, and the results of business climate
studies may vary widely. It is important to remember measures of business climate are subjective and
reflect the bias of the organization preparing the measure. The two indicators used in this analysis
suggest that Nebraska’s business climate is good. “Forbes Magazine Best States for Business: 2009”
ranked Nebraska 9th nationally, and “CNBC’s America’s Top States for Business: 2009 Overall Rankings”
ranked Nebraska 11th overall.

On the other hand, Nebraska ranked relatively low in business start-ups. The percentage change in new
establishments between 2005 and 2006 was 10.4 percent for Nebraska and 12.4 percent for the U.S.
Although this difference may appear small, the 10.4 percent growth in new establishments for Nebraska
ranked 43th in the nation. Since Nebraska ranked relatively high for business climate, is there some
other explanation for the lack of entrepreneurship? A question that can be raised is, “Are Nebraskans
unwilling to assume risk, or do they lack ideas?”

Workforce Quality, Technology, and Innovation

One answer to the above question may be found by looking at Nebraska’s workforce quality and.
technology and innovation. One measure of workforce quality is the percentage of the workforce in
science and engineering occupations. In 2006, 3.44 percent of the state’s workforce was in these
occupations, which was slightly below the national rate of 3.72 percent.

Another aspect of workforce quality is the amount of education for Nebraskans 25 years or over.
Compared to the nation, in 2008, Nebraskans reported a higher level of high school completion (NE—
90.1 percent, US—85.0 percent); about the same percentage of bachelor’s degrees (NE—27.1 percent,
US—27.7 percent); and a lower level of advancedidegrees (NE—8.6 percent, US—10.2 percent).

A final measure of workforce quality is worker productivity as measured by gross state product per
worker in 2008. Nebraska’s productivity averaged $72,135 per worker and ranked 35th nationally. The
national average was considerably higher at $85,306 per worker.

Succeeding in the new economy, or any economy, takes innovation. The top states for business prize
innovation, nurture new ideas, and have the infrastructure to support them. Two indicators of
innovation show that Nebraska falls near the middle of the pack nationally. CNBC’'s America’s Top States
for Business: 2009 Technology and Innovation ranks Nebraska 32nd. The 2007 State New Economy
index prepared by the Information Technology and innovation Foundation ranks Nebraska 28th.

Observations

The above analysis has shown that Nebraska lags the nation in per capita and average income, average
wages and salaries, and in employment growth. Although the business climate is good,
entrepreneurship and technology and innovation rank below most states. in their report, the
information Technology and Innovation Foundation said “States that focus their policy efforts in these
areas (innovation and technology) will be well positioned to experience strong growth, particularly in
per capita incomes. And that is the true objective. Developing a vibrant New Economy is not an end in
itself; it is the means to advance larger, progressive goals: higher incomes, new economic opportunities,



more individual choice and freedom, greater dignity and autonomy for working Americans, and stronger
communities.”

Policy Considerations

Although economic and community development is a long-term and incremental process, state
government actions can have considerable impact on its size and direction. Some of these impacts may
be direct results of state policies while others may be indirect. State community and economic

_development strategies can be categorized in a number of ways. Following is a list “Specific Economic
Development Strategies” developed by the University of Kentucky:

Entrepreneurship, Business Start-Ups, Microenterprise
Business Retention and Expansion

Business Recruitment

Financial Assistance to Businesses

e Workforce Development

¢ Telecommunications and E-commerce

¢ Conservation-Based and Sustainable Development

* Value-Added Processing and Marketing

e Tourism and Main Street Programs

There are many actions that can address these strategies. Some of these are programs or incentives
that directly address a strategy, but there are other policy tools available to the state. The state also can
impact economic development through its regulatory policies, fiscal and other assistance to local
governments, and general tax policies.

The state of Nebraska has numerous current programs and services that address the economic
development strategies. Many of them are administered by the Department of Economic Development,
along with other agencies. Below are some these programs and services. For more information on
these and other programs, check the DED’s web site.

o Targeted Industries

* The Nebraska Advantage package of incentives .

e Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
e The Customized Job Training Program

» Nebraska Microenterprise Partnership Fund

¢ local Option Municipal Economic Development Act
e Rural Enterprise Assistance Project

Nebraska Enterprise Opportunity Network

Invest Nebraska Corporation

Tax increment financing

Nebraska Investment Finance Authority

Nebraska Economic Development Corporation



In deciding what strategies or policies that should be developed, policy makers face a number of issues
that involve the location of economic development activity. Among the major questions are the
following:

e Should development policy focus on people or places?
e Should policies focus on areas most in need or on areas with the greatest chance of success?
e Should state development efforts that emphasize equity or economic efficiency?

People or Places? Advocates of people oriented policies suggest that policies should focus on people
rather than the place in which they live. This may result in people moving from some areas of the state
and may have negative impacts on rural areas. Advocates of place oriented strategies argue that it is
more effective to use existing infrastructure investments, and policies should help people stay where
they currently live.

Areas of Need or Growth Areas? Supporters of assisting areas in need suggest that it only makes sense
to help those places most in need because economic development programs are designed to improve a
local economy. On the other hand, supporters of a growth center strategy argue that it is better to
focus efforts on those areas that have been growing. This would help the most people, and those
persdns living outside the growth center could commute or move to the growing community.

Equity or Economic Efficiency? Arguments for equity center on the idea that differences in incomes and
employment opportunities among areas of the state are unacceptable. Policies should be directed to
raise incomes of depressed areas and preserve small towns. Arguments for efficiency are based on the
fact that the market has failed, and as result some areas of the state have underperformed
economically. To improve conditions, the state needs to correct the market imperfections by doing such
things as providing technical assistance, leadership training, and improved communication.



Nebraska Legislative Planning Database — Economy

Workforce Quality

A quality workforce is one that can adapt and thrive in a rapidly changing economy. Nebraska needs
skilled workers to enhance its economic vitality and to compete in the global marketplace. Using the
workforce quality measures in this section Nebraska generally ranks in the middle third of the states.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Individuals in Science and Engineering Occupations as Share of Workforce: 2006

Source: Science and Engineering Indicators, published by the National Science Board

State Percent Rank
United States 3.72 -
Colorado 5.27 6
Minnesota 4.46 9
Kansas 3.47 20
Nebraska 3.44 21
Missouri 3.34 25
Wyoming 2.77 36
lowa 2.72 37
North Dakota 2.70 39
South Dakota 2.43 42

In 2006, Nebraska’s share of the workforce in science and engineering occupations was 3.44 percent.
This was slightly below the national average of 3.72 percent. Colorado lead the region with a percentage
of 5.27 and ranked 6th nationally. Minnesota and Kansas also ranked higher than Nebraska, while
Missouri, Wyoming, lowa, North Dakota, and South Dakota ranked below Nebraska. Washington, DC
had the largest share of its workforce in science and engineering occupations {21.59 percent), and
Arkansas had the smallest (1.92 percent).

Worker Productivity {Gross State Product per Worker): 2008
Source: The Center for the Study of Innovation and Productivity (CSIP), Federal Reserve Bank of San

Francisco

State Output per Worker Rank
United States $85,306 -
Colorado $87,852 13
Minnesota $81,011 21
South Dakota 576,328 29
lowa $74,089 32
Nebraska $72,135 35
Kansas $71,770 37
Missouri $71,363 40
North Dakota $69,253 44
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Most of Nebraska’s peer states had productivity levels below the nation’s output per worker of $85,306.
Nebraska ranked 35th nationally, with an output per worker of $72,135. Colorado was the highest state
in the area with output per worker of $87,852 and a ranking of 13th. Other neighboring states ranking
ahead of Nebraska were Minnesota, South Dakota, and lowa. Kansas, Missouri, and North Dakota had
lower output per worker than Nebraska. With an output per worker of $116,999, Delaware ranked 1st
nationally, while Montana ranked last with an output per worker of $62,275.

Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed High School [includes Equivalency): 2008
Source: US Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

State Percent Rank
United States 85.0 -
Wyoming 91.7 1
Minnesota 91.6 2
lowa 90.3 8
South Dakota 90.3 8
Nebraska 90.1 11
North Dakota 89.6 i3
Kansas " B89.5 16
Colorado 88.9 17
Missouri 86.5 18

Nebraska and all of its peers exceeded the national high school graduation rate of 85.0 percent.

Wyoming was 1st in the nation with a rate of 91.7 percent. It was followed by Minnesota (91.6 percent)

and lowa and South Dakota {tied at 90.3 percent). Nebraska ranked 11th nationally, as 90.1 percent of

its population 25 years or over completed high school. The lowest high school graduation rate nationally
was in Texas (79.6 percent).

For 2008, regionally the lowest percentages of people 25 years or over who completed high school were
in Southeast and Northeast Douglas County {see map}. In contrast, the highest percentages were in
Southwest and Northwest Douglas County. Generally, regions in rural Nebraska recorded high school
graduation rates that were higher than the nation but lower than the state average.
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Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed High School (Includes
Equivalency) for the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2008

Unlted States
Nebraska

Scoutheast Douglas Co.
Northeast Douglas Cc.
Southwest Douglas Co.

Northwest Douglas Co.

Urban Sarpy Co.

Exurban Omaha

South Lancaster Co.

North Lancaster Co.

Southeast Nebraska

South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska

Central Nebraska i

Northeast Nebraska

West & North Central Nebraska

70.0% 75.0% 80.0% 85.0% 90.0% 95.0% 100.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey; Prepared by Center tor Public Affalrs Research; Feb. 2010

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed High School (Includes
Equivalency) for the United States and Nebraska: 2000-08

92.0%
90.1%

88.0% 1

86.0% 1

84.0% -

82.0%

80.0% -

76.0%

74.0%

2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

W United States @ Nebraska

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2002-2008 and 2000 Census of Population and Housing; Prepared by Center for
Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010
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Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed High School
(Includes Equivalency}, 2000

Kimball

H
!
L.

2000 Percent Completed High School
Nebraska = 86.6%

Less than 82.0% (15) 85.0 - 86.9% (22) [HEE 90.0% o higher (8)
82.0-84.9% (25) [N 87.0 - 89.9% (23)

Source: Census 2000, Summary File 3 Data, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs R , University of Omaha, April 2010

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Whose Highest Level of Education is an Associate Degree:
2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

State Percent Rank
United States 7.5 -
North Dakota 12.2 1
Wyoming 10.1 : 2
lowa 9.7 4
Minnesota 9.7 4
South Dakota 9.7 4
Nebraska 9.0 11
Colorado 7.6 25
Kansas 7.4 31
Missouri 6.7 41

With the exception of Kansas and Missouri, Nebraska and its peers exceeded the national percentage of
persons whose highest level of education was an Associate’s Degree. Some of the people with
Bachelor’s or advanced degrees also may have had an Associate’s Degree, but they are not included in
this table. Nationally, 7.5 percent of the population 25 or over reported having an Associate’s Degree as
their highest level of education. North Dakota lead the nation with a rate of 12.2 percent and was
followed by Wyoming with a rate of 10.1 percent. lowa, Minnesota, and South Dakota tied for 4th with a
rate of 9.7 percent. Nebraska's rate of 9.0 percent ranked 11th in 2008.




Nebraska Legislative Planning Database — Economy — Workforce Quality

Since 2000, Nebraska’s rate of persons with Associate’s Degrees has been consistently larger than the
national rate. With the exception of 2002, the rates for both Nebraska and the United States have
shown steady growth since 2000.

For 2008, regionally (see map) the highest percentage of people 25 years or over whose highest
education level was an Associate’s Degree was in Southeast Nebraska (11.2 percent). The counties
around Omaha and Northeast Nebraska had rates of 10.2 percent and 10.0 percent respectively. The
lowest percentages were in Northeast and Southeast Douglas County. Generally, regions in rural
Nebraska recorded rates for Associate’s Degrees that were slightly higher than the state average.

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Whose Highest Level of Education is an Associate’s
Degree for the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2008
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey; Prepared by Center for Pubiic Affairs Research; Feb. 2010

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Whose Highest Leve! of Education is an Associate’s
Degree for the United States and Nebraska: 2000-08

10.0%
9.0% Hm I S . - . BB%
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7.0% A
6.0% |
5.0%
4.0%
3.0%
2.0%

1.0%
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 United States 8 Nebraska

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2002-2008 and 2000 Census of Population and Housing; Prepared by Center for
Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010
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Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree: 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

State Percent Rank
United States 27.7 --
Colorado v 35.6 3
Minnesota 315 11
Kansas 29.6 15
Nebraska 27.1 23
North Dakota 26.9 25
South Dakota 25.1 32
Missouri 25.0 34
lowa 243 37
Wyoming 23.6 41

In 2008, 27.1 percent of the people 25 years or over in Nebraska had completed a bachelor’s degree.
This ranked 23rd nationally and was below the national average of 27.7 percent. Of Nebraska’s peer
states, Colorado had the highest rate of bachelor’s degrees {35.6 percent). Minnesota and Kansas also
exceeded Nebraska’s rate. North Dakota, South Dakota, Missouri, lowa, and Wyoming ranked below
Nebraska. The highest bachelor’s degree completion rate was in Washington, DC, as 48.2 percent of its
population 25 and over had a bachelor’s degree. The lowest was in West Virginia, with a rate of only
17.1 percent.

Regions in rural Nebraska experienced very low rates of people with a bachelor’s degree {see map).

They were all below the state and national average. Northeast Nebraska had the lowest rate at 15.2

percent. The highest rates in 2008 were found in the Omaha area, as Southwest Douglas County,

Northwest Douglas County, and urban Sarpy County all recorded more that 40 percent of the people 25
“years and over with bachelor’s degrees.
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Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree
for the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2008

United States
Nebraska
Southeast Douglas Co.

Northeast Douglas Co. i
Southwest Douglas Co. ;
Northwest Douglas Co.
Urban Sarpy Co.
Exurban Omaha

South Lancaster Co. (N
North Lancaster Co. )
Southeast Nebraska ]
South Central Nebraska

Southwest Nebraska

Central Nebraska
Northeast Nebraska
West & North Central Nebraska

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey; Prepared by Center for Publlc Affalrs Research; Feb, 2010

50.0%

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree
for the United States and Nebraska: 2000-08
29.0%
28.0%
27.0%
26.0%
25.0% -
24.0%
23.0% |
22.0%
21.0% -
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
& United States & Nebraska
Source: U.5. Census Bureau, American Cammunity Survey, 2002-2008 and 2000 Census of Papulation and Housing; Prepared by Center for
Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010
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Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed a Bachelor's Degree, 2000

2000 Percent with a Bachelor's Degree
Nebraska = 23.7%

7] vess than 13.0% (12) [ERE 15.0 - 16.9% (23) [ 25.0% o higher (6)

[ ]130-149%8)  [HHEN 17.0- 24.9% (24)

Source: Census 2000, Summary File 3 Data, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, April 2010

Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed an Advanced Degree: 2008
Source: US Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

State Percent . Rank
United States 10.2 --
Colorado ‘ 12.7 8
Kansas 10.1 17
Minnesota 10.0 19
1 Missouri ‘ 9.1 27
| Nebraska 8.6 : 31
Wyoming 79 ; 39
lowa 7.3 43
South Dakota 7.3 43
North Dakota 6.6 49

Nebraska’s ranking slipped even further when looking at advanced degrees. In 2008, 8.6 percent of
Nebraskans 25 years and over had an advanced degree. This compares to 10.2 percent for the nation
and ranks 31st. Missouri moved ahead of Nebraska in rankings, but Nebraska was still ahead of
Wyoming, lowa, South Dakota, and North Dakota. Washington, DC recorded the highest rate (26.7
percent). The lowest percentage was in Arkansas (6.3 percent).

Regions in rural Nebraska also recorded low rates of people 25 years or older with advanced degrees in
2008 (see map). All of these regions were below the national and state averages. Northeast Nebraska
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had the lowest rate, while the regions around Omaha again had the highest rates. Southwest Douglas
County, Northwest Douglas County, and urban Sarpy County all had rates of 15.0 percent or higher.

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed an Advanced Degree
for the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2008

United States § .

Nebraska |
Southeast Douglas Co. i

Northeast Dougias Co.

Southwest Douglas Co. § by s Py A B I ali15.0%
Northwest Douglas Co. : T : e LT
Urban Sarpy Co. b e 150

Exurban Omaha
South Lancaster Co.

North Lancaster Co. .

Southeast Nebraska £
South Central Nebraska |
Southwest Nebraska |

Central Nebraska

! Northeast Nebraska f.. ool 4 4.3%

West & North Central Nebraska | - i . - 5.?%
! ke Al

0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0% 8.0% 100% 12.0% 14.0% 16.0% 18.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research; Feb. 2010

Percentage of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed an Advanced Degree
for the United States and Nebraska: 2000-08
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4.0% f

2.0% -+

0.0%
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@ United States  &@f Nebraska

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2002-2008 and 2000 Census of Population and Housing; Prepared by Center for
Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010
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Percent of People 25 Years and Over Who Have Completed an Advanced Degree, 2000

Box Butte

+ Kimbah
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[ Cheyeane
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2000 Percent with an Advanced Degree
Nebraska = 7.3%

Less than 3.5% (18) 4.0- 4.9% (40) [ 7.0% or higher (7)
35-3.9% (17) [ s.0-69% (1)

Source: Census 2000, Summary File 3 Data, U.S. Census Bureau
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, April 2010

Meeting Needs

A quality workforce is one that can adapt and thrive in a rapidly changing economy. Nebraska needs
skilled workers to enhance its economic vitality and to compete in the global marketplace. States can
create a high quality workforce by investing in education and skill training and creating educational and
workforce systems that can adapt quickly to new skill requirements demanded by the market. States
also can indirectly improve their workforce quality by promoting an environment that attracts

. businesses that require technology and innovation. Once these businesses enter the market, they will
then demand skilled workers, which in turn will induce more individuals to invest in their education.

10
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Business Climate

The term business climate means different things to different people, and the results of business climate
studies may vary widely. It is important to remember measures of business climate are subjective and
reflect the bias of the organization preparing the measure.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Forbes Magazine Best States for Business: 2009

Source: Forbes.com

State 2009 Rank 2006 Rank
Colorado 4 6
North Dakota 7 13
Nebraska 9 10
lowa 14 22
Kansas 15 21
South Dakota 16 23
Minnesota 17 11
Wyoming 22 31
Missouri 29 30

In 2009, Nebraska ranked 10th in overall business climate as measured by Forbes. This is up from 2006
when Nebraska ranked 10th. Two of Nebraska’s peer states ranked higher: Colorado (4th) and North
Dakota (7th). Nebraska ranked above North Dakota in 2006. Generally, the business climate (as
measured by Forbes) of Nebraska’s peer states ranks in the upper half of all states. Virginia had the best
business climate, and Rhode Island had the worst according to Forbes.

America’s Top States for Business: 2009 Overall Rankings
Source: CNBC.com

State 2009 Rank
Colorado 3
lowa 4
Minnesota 6
Kansas v 7
Nebraska 11
South Dakota 12
Wyoming 13
Missouri 14
North Dakota 16 (tie)
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According to CNBC's rankings, Nebraska ranked as the 11th top state for business in 2009. Nebraska
ranked in the middle of its peer states. Colorado, lowa, Minnesota, and Kansas ranked higher, while
South Dakota, Wyoming, Missouri, and North Dakota ranked lower. According to CNBC, Nebraska and its
peer states comprise half of the top 16 states for business climate. Virginia had the highest ranking, and
Alaska had the lowest ranking.
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Business Startups

New businesses are one indicator of economic growth and reflect the overall strength of an area’s
economy. Between 2005 and 2006, Nebraska ranked 43rd in business startups.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Business Startups: 2005-06
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Statistics of U.S. Businesses

Percent Change in New
State Establishments Rank
2005-06
United States 12.4 --
Colorado 147 6
Wyoming 13.2 11
Minnesota 116 26
Missouri 11.6 26
South Dakota 11.1 36
Kansas 10.5 40
Nebraska 10.4 43
lowa 10.3 45
North Dakota 10.2 46

Between 2005 and 2006, Nebraska ranked 43rd in the percent change in new establishments (business
startups) as 10.4 percent of the change in Nebraska establishments was due to business births. For the
most part, Nebraska and its peers ranked in the bottom half of the states regarding business startups.
Four of the bottom ten states (Kansas, Nebraska, lowa, and North Dakota)} were in the peer group. The
strongest states were Colorado and Wyoming with respective rankings of 6th and 11th. For the US, 12.4
percent of the change in establishments was due to business births. Nevada had the highest growth
{(18.3 percent), and Ohio had the lowest growth (9.7 percent).
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Comparative Costs

Comparative costs generally are lower in Nebraska than the nation. Following are two measures of costs:
annual wage and salary disbursements per job and ratio of median housing value to median household

income.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Average Annual Wage and Salary Disbursements Per Job: 2008
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Income Division, State Personal Income: 1969-2008

State Amount Rank
United States $45,716 -
Colorado $47,086 11
Minnesota $45,054 15
Wyoming $41,906 24
Missouri $41,050 27
Kansas $38,941 33
Nebraska $37,696 39
lowa $36,202 44
North Dakota $34,846 47
South Dakota $32,685 51

The states in Nebraska’s region have among the lowest wage and salary disbursements per job
nationally. In 2008, Nebraska's average annual wage and salary disbursements per job of $37,696
ranked 39th nationally and ranked 6th among its peers. Regionally, only Colorado ($47,086) exceeded
the national average. With wage and salary disbursements per job of $32,846, South Dakota ranked last
nationally. lowa and North Dakota also ranked in the bottom ten states. At $74,771, the District of
Columbia recorded the highest wage and salary disbursements per job.

As a percentage of United States values, recent wage and salary disbursements per job have been below
levels experienced in the early 1980s. Since 1984, Nebraska wages and salaries per job have fluctuated
between 84 and 81 percent of the national value.

Regionally, only Douglas County ($41,982) and Sarpy County {$36,570) recorded wage and salary
disbursements per job in 2007 that exceeded the state average. Both areas, however, were below the
national value. Outside the state’s three most populous counties, wages and salaries per job were 70
percent or more below the national average. The lowest values were in North Central Nebraska
(524,294).
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Nebraska Wages and Salaries Per Job as a Percent of US Wages and
Salaries Per Job: 1980-2008
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Ratio of Median Housing Value to Median Household Income, 2000

2000 Ratio of Medlan Housing Value to Median Household Income
Nebraska = 2.24

~ =] Less than 1.30 (16) [ 1.50 - 1.60 (17 [ 2.00 o higher (21)

1.30- 1.40(17) [ 1.70- 1.9 (22)

Source: Census 2000, Summary File 3 Data, U.S. Census Bureau
Preparad by: Center for Public Affairs Uni ity of ka Omaha, April 2010

Ratio of Median Housing Value to Median Household Income: 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

Median Median
State Housing Household Ratio Rank
Value Income
United States $197,600 $52,029 3.80 -
North Dakota $112,500 $45,685 2.46 1
lowa $120,700 $48,980 2.46 1
Kansas $125,700 $50,177 2.51
Nebraska $126,500 $49,693 2.55
South Dakota $126,200 $46,032 2.74 11
Missouri $141,500 $46,867 3.02 15
Wyoming $188,200 $53,207 3.54 25
Minnesota $213,800 $57,288 3.73 26

The states in Nebraska’s region are among the most affordable when looking at the value of housing
compared to income. In 2008, lowa and North Dakota had the lowest ratio of median housing value to
median income at 2.46. Kansas ranked 4th (2.51), and Nebraska ranked 7th (2.55). All of Nebraska’s
peers had a ratio below the national average of 3.80. The highest ratio of housing value to income was
in Hawaii with a ratio of 8.33.
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Since 2000, Nebraska’s ratio of median housing value to median household income has increased
slightly, but has remained relatively stable since 2004. The gap between the national ratio has widen

over this period.

Looking at Nebraska’s regions, the highest ratios of median housing value to median household income
were in Northeast and Southeast Douglas Counties and in Exurban Omaha. In much of rural Nebraska,
the median value of housing is around twice the median income. This is far below the national average

of 3.80 (see map).

Ratio of Median Housing Value to Median Household Income for
United States and Nebraska: 2000-08
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Ratio of Median Housing Value to Median Household Income for
United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2008
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Source: US Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010
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Average Annual Wage and Salary Disbursements per Job, 2007

1>
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b

2007 Average Wage per Job
Nebraska = $35,390

77 Less than $23,000 (10) 26,000 - $28,999 (29) [ $34,000 or more (10)
[ 523,000 - 525,999 (24) [N $29.000 - $33,996 (20)

Source: Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Ri h, University of Omaha, April 2010
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Employment

Employment is used to measure and track economic well-being over time and to make comparisons
across states. In 2008, Nebraska’s employment growth ranked 15th nationally.

Employment in this section is prepared by the US Bureau of Economic Analysis and measures the
number of jobs, both full and part-time, in an area.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Change in Employment: 2007-08

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional income Division, State Personal Income: 1969-2008

State Percent Change Rank
United States 1.0 -
Wyoming 39 1
North Dakota 3.1 3
Colorado ' 2.4 5
South Dakota 2.3 7
Kansas 1.7 11
Nebraska 1.6, 15
lowa 1.5 18
Missouri 1.1 26
Minnesota 0.9 33

In 2008, there were 1,253,549 jobs in Nebraska. The percentage change in Nebraska’s employment (1.6
percent) between 2007 and 2008 ranked 15th nationally. Among Nebraska's peers during this period,
Wyoming led the nation with a growth rate of 3.9 percent. North Dakota ranked third, with a growth
rate of 3.1 percent. Among Nebraska's peers only Minnesota did not exceed the national average
growth rate. Colorado, South Dakota, and Kansas had employment growth rates faster than Nebraska;
and lowa, Missouri, and Minnesota all had rates below Nebraska’s. The national growth rate in

employment was 1.0 percent in 2008.

The state as a whole and most of its regions (see map) recorded employment growth below the national
average during the 2006-07 period. Sarpy County was the fastest growing with a rate of 4.4 percent.
Douglas County was the only other region exceeding the national average with a growth rate of 1.9
percent. North Central Nebraska (0.4 percent), Southwest Nebraska (0.5 percent), Southeast Nebraska
{0.8 percent}, and Northeast Nebraska (0.9 percent) all had increases in employment below 1 percent.
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Percentage Change in Employment
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Percent Change in Total Employment for Nebraska Counties, 2006-2007

Kimhall

s
L

2006-2007 Percent Change in Total Employment
Nebraska = 1.61 percent

7] Loss of 1.0 percent or more (18) [ Zero to 0.99% Growth (19) [EEEI Growth of 1.70% or more (17)
[ Loss of less than 1.0 percent (17) [HEB 1.0 to 1.69% Growth (22)

Source: Regional Ecanomic Information System (REIS), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), May 2009
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, February 2010

Proprietors as a Percentage of Total Employment: 2008
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Income Division, State Personal Income: 1969-2008

State Percent Rank
United States 21.3 --
Colorado 24.6 4
South Dakota 23.9 6
Wyoming 23.9 8
North Dakota 22.8 14
lowa 21.4 22
Kansas 21.3 23
Missouri 21.1 26
Minnesota 20.7 32
Nebraska 20.6 33

In 2008, Nebraska had a total of 258 thousand nonfarm and farm proprietors. This amounted to 20.6
percent of the state’s employment which ranked 33rd nationally and last among the peer states.
Colorado (24.6 percent), South Dakota (23.9 percent), and Wyoming (23.9 percent) were among the top
ten states in the US. The highest percentage of proprietors was in Montana, as 28.1 percent of the
employment was proprietors. Nationally, proprietors accounted for 21.3 percent of all jobs.

Proprietors are a major source of employment in most of Nebraska’s regions (see map). Since
proprietorships include both small businesses and family farmers, they are important to the more rural
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regions in Nebraska. Outside the state’s three most populous counties, around one-fourth of the
employment in 2007 was proprietor’s employment. The sparsely populated North Central region of
Nebraska had the highest percentage of proprietors (40.7 percent).

- ™
Nebraska Proprietors as a Percentage of Total Employment:
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Proprietor's Empioyment as a Percent of Total Employment, 2007

2007 Percent Proprietor's Employment
Nebraska = 19.81 percent

Less than 20% (12) [& 30.0 to 39.9% (25) [EHEEH 50.0% or more (12)
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Source: Regional Economic Information System (RE!S), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), May 2009
Prepared by: Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, February 2010

Meeting Needs

The state estimates employment by state are widely used by Federal agencies, state governments, and
the private sectors to measure and track economic well-being over time and to make comparisons
across states in the level and composition of economic activity and the value added by a state’s
industries. These estimates provide a framework for the analysis of state economies, and they serve as a

basis for decision making.
Community Benefits

State governments use the state estimates of employment to measure the economic base of planning

areas. They also use the estimates in econometric models for various planning purposes and to project
tax revenue and the need for public utilities and services.

Federal agencies use these estimates in econometric models, such as those used to project energy and

water use.

University schools of business and economics use the estimates for theoretical and applied economic

research. Some of these schools distribute the estimates in abstracts or similar reports to various state
and local government agencies, regional councils of governments, private research groups, businesses,

and libraries.

Businesses use the estimates for planning activities, such as evaluating markets for new or established
products and determining areas for the location, expansion, and contraction of their activities.
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Median Household Income

Median household income is an important measure of economic well being and general economic
circumstances. In 2008, Nebraska’s median household income of $49,693 ranked 29th nationally.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Median Household Income; 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau: 2008; American Community Survey: 2008

State Dollars Rank
United States 52,029 -
Minnesota 57,288 13
Colorado 56,993 14
Wyoming 53,207 20
Kansas 50,177 26
Nebraska 49,693 29
lowa 48,980 30
Missouri 46,867 36
South Dakota 46,032 39
North Dakota 45,685 40

in 2008, the median household income was $49,693 in Nebraska. This value ranked 29th nationally.
Among Nebraska's peers, Minnesota ($57,288), Colorado ($56,993), and Wyoming ($53,207) exceeded
the national average. Kansas also reported household income greater than Nebraska’s, while lowa,
Missouri, South Dakota, and North Dakota were below the value for Nebraska. Nationally, the median
household income was $52,029. The state with the highest median household income in 2008 was
Maryland with a value of $70,545. The lowest was Mississippi with a value of $37,790.

Since 2000, Nebraska’s median household income has been growing at about the same rate as the
national value, although there have been year-to-year fluctuations. In 2000, Nebraska’s median
household income of $39,250 was 93.5 percent of the national value of $41,994. By 2008, the
comparable percentage rose slightly to 95.5 percent.

The highest median household incomes were in Nebraska’s most urban counties Douglas, Lancaster and
Sarpy. The highest values were: Southwest Douglas County {$67,226), Northwest Douglas County
(665,079}, and South Lancaster County {$63,678). Outside of the urban counties, all regions recorded
median household income below the state value. The lowest incomes were in Southeast Douglas County
{$38,838) and Northeast Douglas County ($31,175; see map).
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Median Household incomes for
the United States and Nebraska: 2000-08
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Median Household Income, 1599
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Meeting Needs

Income is a vital measure of general economic circumstances. Income data are used to determine
poverty status, to measure economic well-being, and to assess the need for assistance. These data are
included in federal allocation formulas for many government programs.

Community Benefits

Social Services—Under the Older Americans Act, funds for food, health care, and legal services are
distributed to local agencies based on data about elderly people with low incomes. Data about income
at the state and county levels are used to allocate funds for food, health care, and classes in meal

planning to low-income women with children.

Employment—Income data are used to identify local areas eligible for grants to stimulate economic
recovery, run job-training programs, and define areas such as empowerment or enterprise zones.

Housing—Under the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, income data are used to allocate
funds to areas for home energy aid. Under the Community Development Block Grant Program, funding
for housing assistance and other community development is based on income and other census data.

Education—Data about poor children are used to allocate funds to counties and school districts. These
funds provide resources and services to improve the education of economically disadvantaged children.



Nebraska Legislative Planning Database — Economy

Median Housing Value

The value of home and property is an important measure of neighborhood quality, housing affordability,
and wealth. In 2008, Nebraska’s median housing value of $126,500 ranked 40th nationally.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Median Housing Value: 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

State Value Rank
Unites States $197,600 -
Colorado $242,200 16
Minnesota $213,800 23
Wyoming $188,200 24
Missouri $141,500 34
Nebraska $126,500 40
South Dakota $126,200 41 "
Kansas $125,700 42
lowa $120,700 45
North Dakota $112,500 47

In 2008, the median housing value was $126,500 in Nebraska. This value ranked 40th nationally. Among
Nebraska's peers, only Colorado ($242,200) and Minnesota {$213,800) exceeded the national average.
Wyoming and Missouri reported housing values greater than Nebraska's, while South Dakota, Kansas,
lowa, and North Dakota were below the value for Nebraska. Nationally, the median housing value was
$197,600. The state with the highest median housing value in 2008 was Hawaii with a value of $560,200.

Since 2000, Nebraska’s median housing value has been growing at a slower rate than the national value,
although there have been year-to-year fluctuations. In 2000, Nebraska’s median housing value of
588,000 was 73.6 percent of the national value of $119,600. By 2008, the comparable percentage
dropped to 64.0 percent,

The highest median housing values were in Nebraska’'s most urban counties Douglas, Lancaster and
Sarpy. The highest values were: Northwest Douglas County {$170,100), Southwest Douglas County
(5164,500), and Urban Sarpy County. Qutside of the urban counties, all regions recorded median
housing values below $100,000 {see map).
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Median Housing Values for
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$250,000 -

194,300

$200,000

ih $167,500

$150,000 -

$100,000

$50,000 -

R R o et e o i i oty i St

8

2000

2002

i $147,275

1 $185.200

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

B United States | Nebraska

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2002 to 2008 American Community Survey, 2000 Census; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; feb. 2020

United States

Nebraska

Southeast Douglas Co.
Northeast Douglas Co.
Southwest Douglas Co.
Northwest Douglas Co.

Urban Sarpy Co.

Exurban Omaha

South Lancaster Co.

North Lancaster Co.
Southeast Nebraska
South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska
Central Nebraska

Northeast Nebraska

West & North Central Nebraska

Median Housing Values for
the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2008

$197,600
$126,5
$110,500
93,700 .
$170,100
$164,500
$167,000
S:ao,fzoo
$157,000
$143,200
!
|
$50,000 $100,000 $150,000 $200,000 $250,000

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, Feb. 2010




Nebraska Legislative Planning Database — Economy — Median Housing Value

Median Housing Value, 2000
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Meeting Needs

The value of home and property is an important measure of neighborhood quality, housing affordability,
and wealth. These data provide socioeconomic information not captured by household income and
comparative information on the state of local housing markets. These data also can be an indicator the

relative cost of living of an area.
Community Benefits

Housing - Statistics about housing value are used by local agencies in determining the adequacy of
housing units for older people, the cost of maintaining owned units, and the potential usefulness of

home equity conversion programs.

Banking - Data about home values are used by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
as an independent check of appraised values for determining the amount of mortgage to be financed.

Social Services - These data are used to allocate funds for home mortgage insurance for the elderly, and
lower- and moderate-income and displaced families in programs under the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development. Local social service organizations use these data for locating service areas and
identifying clients wanting specific services, such as thrift and discount stores, to be located nearby.

Transportation - These data are used in developing transportation plans for local areas by assessing the
impact on the value of homes affected by road, bridge, and subway construction, and related problems

such as noise and pollution.
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Personal Income

Personal income and its components are used to measure and track economic well-being over time and
to make comparisons across states. In 2008, Nebraska’s per capita personal income ranked 23rd, and its
growth in total personal income ranked 13th nationally.

Personal income is prepared by the US Bureau of Economic Analysis and is defined as the income
received by, or on behalf of, all the residents of an area (nation, state, or county) from all sources.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Per Capita Personal Income: 2008

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional income Division, State Personal iIncome: 1969-2008

State Dollars Rank
United States 40,208 --
Wyoming 48,608 6
Minnesota 43,037 12
Colorado 42,985 13
North Dakota 39,870 21
Nebraska 39,150 23
Kansas 38,820 24
South Dakota 38,661 26
lowa 37,402 29
Missouri 36,631 30

In 2008, Nebraska had the 23th highest per capita personal income in the nation. During 2008,
Nebraska’s per capita personal income was $39,150 and was 97.4 percent of the national value. Among
Nebraska's peers in 2008, Wyoming had the highest value at $48,608, followed by Minnesota at $43,037
and Colorado at $42,985. These three states exceeded the national average. Kansas, South Dakota,
lowa, and Missouri all had per capita incomes below that of Nebraska. Washington, DC, ranked top in
the nation with a per capita income of $66,119. The national average was $40,208 in 2008.

Nebraska’s per capita income of $39,150 in 2008 was a little over 97 percent of the national average.
Beginning in 1989, Nebraska’s per capita personal income began to increase in refation to the national
value. Despite this growth, since 1980, Nebraska’s per capita income has been below that of the US,
only approaching the US value in 2003.

With the exception of Douglas County, all of Nebraska’s regions {see map} recorded per capita incomes
in 2007 below the national average. Outside the state’s three most populous counties, the region
surrounding Omaha had the highest per capita income. The lowest per capita incomes were in North
Central Nebraska and Southwest Nebraska.
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Nebraska Per Capita Personal Income as a Percentage of
United States Per Capita Personal income: 1980-2008
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Per Capita Personal Income, 2007

2007 Per Caplta Personal income
Nebraska = $36,372
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Source: Regional Economic Information System (REIS), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), May 2009
Prepared by: Center for Public Affars Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, February 2010

Percentage Change in Total Personal Income: 2007-08
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Income Division, State Personal income: 1969-2008

State "~ Percent Change Rank
United States 2.9 --
North Dakota 9.3 1
South Dakota 7.1 3
Wyoming 5.9 4
lowa 5.4 6
Kansas 4.8 9
Missouri 43 11
Nebraska 4.1 13
Minnesota 3.8 16
Colorado 3.3 23

In 2008, Nebraska’s personal income totaled $69.8 billion. The change in Nebraska’s total personal
income (4.1 percent) between 2007 and 2008 ranked 13th nationally. Among Nebraska's peers during
this period, North Dakota led the nation with a growth rate of 9.3 percent. South Dakota ranked third,
and Wyoming ranked fourth nationally, with growth rates of 7.1 percent and 5.9 percent respectively.
Nebraska and all of its peers exceeded the national average growth rate. lowa, Kansas, and Missouri had
personal income growth rates faster than Nebraska. Minnesota and Colorado all had rates below
Nebraska’s. The national growth rate in personal income was 2.9 percent in 2008.
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Except for Lancaster County, personal income in all regions (see map) of Nebraska grew faster than the
US average. The fastest growing regions were led by Northeast Nebraska (9.9 percent) and followed by
the South Central (9.6 percent), Southwest (9.5 percent), Southeast (9.3 percent), and Central (9.1
percent) Regions.

Annual Percentage Change in Total Personal income for
the United States and Nebraska: 1980-2008

Percent
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Sourre: th5. Bureaa of Economic Analysis, REIS; Prepared by Center for Public Atfal:s Research, UNO; Feb 2010
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Percentage Change in Total Personal Income for
the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2006-07

United States

Nebraska
Douglas Co.

Lancaster Co.

Sarpy Co.

Exurban Omaha |
Southeast Nebraska ‘
South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska

Central Nebraska

Northeast Nebraska

North Central Nebraska

West Nebraska

et

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS; Prepared by Center for Public Attairs Research, UNO; Feb, 2010

Percent Change in Total Personal iIncome for Nebraska Counties, 2006-2007

2006-2007 Percent Change in Total Personal Income
Nebraska = 7.40 percent

7.5t 9.99%(19) [ 12.5% Growth or more (20)
10.0 to 12.49% (23)

= ) Less than 5% Growth (12)

[ ] 50t07.49% (19)

Source: Regicnal Economic Information System (REIS), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), May 2009
Prepared by: Center for Public Aftairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, February 2010
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Net Farm Income as a Percentage of Total Personal income: 2008
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Income Division, State Personal Income: 1969-2008

State ‘ Percent Rank
United States 0.6 --
North Dakota 9.1 1
South Dakota 9.0 2
lowa 5.3 3
Nebraska 4.9 4
Kansas 2.4 7
Minnesota 1.9 8
Missouri 1.0 13
Colorado 0.5 27
Wyomiing 0.3 33

In 2008, Nebraska’s net farm income totaled $3.4 billion. As a percentage, this was 4.9 percent of
Nebraska’s total personal income and ranked as the fourth highest percentage nationally. North Dakota
{9.1 percent) and South Dakota (9.0 percent) recorded the highest percentages of farm income,
followed by lowa at 5.3 percent. Kansas, Minnesota, and Missouri recorded percentages higher than the
national average, while Colorado and Wyoming were below the national average. Nationally, 0.6
percent of total personal income came from net farm income.

Net farm income is an important source of income for many of Nebraska’s rural regions (see map). In
2007, 10.9 percent of Northeast Nebraska’s income came from net farm income. This was followed by
North Central Nebraska (8.6 percent) and Southeast Nebraska (8.4 percent). Of the predominantly rural
. counties, west Nebraska registered the lowest percent of net farm income (2.2 percent).
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Farm Income as a Percent of Total Personal income, 2007

2007 Percent Farm Income
Nebraska = 2.74 percent

Less than 0% — Farm losses (13) 5.0109.9% (27) n 20.0% or more {12)
[~ Tootoasn(16) ] 100t 19.9% (25)

Source: Regional Econcmic information System (REIS), U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA). May 2009
Prepared by: Center for Public Aflairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha, February 2010

Transfer Receipts as a Percentage of Total Personal Income: 2008
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Income Division, State Personal Income: 1969-2008

State Percent Rank
'~ United States 15.3 -
Missouri 17.6 18
lowa 15.8 28
North Dakota 14.7 30
Nebraska 14.4 32
Kansas 14.3 : 34
South Dakota 14.3 35
Minnesota 13.6 36
Wyoming ‘ 11.3 , . 49
Colorado 10.4 51

Generally, states in the region are among the lowest in the proportion of personal income received from
transfer payments. Only Missouri (17.6 percent) and lowa (15.8 percent) exceeded the national value of
15.3 percent of personal income received from transfers. In 2008, Nebraska received $10.1 billion from
transfers or 14.4 percent of its personal income. This ranked 32nd among the 50 states and District of
Columbia. Kansas, South Dakota, and Minnesota ranked 34th through 36th respectively. Colorado
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recorded the smallest percentage (10.4 percent) of income from transfer receipts. West Virginia ranked
top in the nation, with 25.1 percent of its personal income in the form of transfer. Nationally, the
percentage was 15.3 percent.

Transfer receipts were a smaller percentage of personal income in Nebraska’s three most populous
counties than they were for the US and Nebraska as whole (see map). In contrast, the more rural regions
of the state received higher shares of income in the form of transfer receipts. North Central, Southwest,
and Northwest Nebraska each received more than 20 percent of their incomes from transfer receipts.

Transfer Receipts as a Percentage of Total Personal income for
Nebraska: 1980-2008

Percent
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Transfer Receipts as a Percentage of Total Personal Income
the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2007

United States

Nebraska

Douglas Co.

Lancaster Co.

Sayp\} Co.

Exurban Omaha
Southeast Nebraska
South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska
Central Nebraska

Northeast Nebraska

North Central Nebraska 22.7%

West Nebraska

Source: 1.5, Bureau of Economic Analysis, REIS; Preparea oy Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010

Transfer Receipts as a Percent of Total Personal Income, 2007
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Meeting Needs

The state estimates of personal income and its components, per capita personal income, disposable
personal income, employment, and GDP by state are widely used by Federal agencies, state
governments, and the private sectors to measure and track economic well-being over time and to make
comparisons across states in the level and composition of economic activity and the value added by a
state’s industries. These estimates provide a framework for the analysis of state economies, and they
serve as a basis for decision making.

Community Benefits

State governments use the state estimates of personal income and GDP to measure the economic base
of planning areas. They also use the estimates in econometric models for various planning purposes and
to project tax revenue and the need for public utilities and services.

Currently, 20 states have set constitutional or statutory limits on state government revenue and
spending that are tied to state personal income or to one of its components (National Conference of
State Legislatures, State Tax and Expenditure Limits 2008}). A majority of the states (including Nebraska)
use the quarterly estimates of state personal income to project tax collections

Federal agencies use these estimates in econometric models, such as those used to project energy and
water use; they also use the estimates as a basis for allocating funds and for determining matching
grants. For example, the distribution of $230 billion in federal funds is affected by the estimates of state
per capita personal income. The estimates of GDP by state are also used to allocate federal funds.

University schools of business and economics use the estimates for theoretical and applied economic /
research. Some of these schools distribute the estimates in abstracts or similar reports to various state
and local government agencies, regional councils of governments, private research groups, businesses,
and libraries.

Businesses use the estimates for planning activities, such as evaluating markets for new or established
products and determining areas for the location, expansion, and contraction of their activities.

11
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Poverty

Poverty imposes far-reaching hardships, not only on the poor but also on all who share their
communities. Nebraska has one of the lowest poverty rates in the nation -- it was ranked 16th in the

nation in 2008.
How is Nebraska Doing?

Poverty Rate for Persons: 2008

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Current Population Survey, Annual Social and Economic Supplements

State Percent Rank
United States 13.2 -
lowa ) 95 8
Minnesota 9.9 12
Wyoming 10.1 13
Nebraska 10.6 16
Colorado 11.0 19
North Dakota 11.8 22
Kansas 12.7 26
South Dakota 13.1 31
Missouri 133 32

In 2008, Nebraska had the 16th lowest poverty rate in the nation. During 2008, 10.6 percent of
Nebraskans fell below the federal poverty level. Among Nebraska's peers in 2008, iowa had the lowest
rate of 9.5 percent, followed by Minnesota at 9.9 percent and Wyoming at 10.1 percent. Colorado,
North Dakota, Kansas, South Dakota, and Missouri all had poverty rates exceeding those of Nebraska.
New Hampshire ranked top in the nation with a poverty rate at 7.0 percent. The national average was
13.2 percent in 2008.

Since 1980, Nebraska consistently has had a poverty rate significantly below the national rate. During
the 1990s the US rate increased, while Nebraska’s rate declined. Since 2000 Nebraska has experienced
a slight increase in the poverty rate compared to a much larger increase nationally {(see map).

Looking at Nebraska regions during the 2006-08 period Northeast Douglas County had the highest
percentage of individuals living below the poverty level (25.3 percent) of any region in the state,
followed by Southeast Douglas County (18.3 percent) and the exurban Omaha area {16.7 percent}. At
the other end of the scale, the Southwest Douglas County {5.2 percent) and urban Sarpy County (5.4
percent) had the lowest percentage of individuals living below the poverty level. Most of the rural
regions of the state had poverty rates close to the state average, with the West and North Central
regions reporting the highest rate (13.9 percent).
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Counties with the highest poverty rates generally lie in the Western and North Central part of Nebraska.
The lowest rates can be found in South Central and Southeastern Counties.

Poverty Rate for
the United States, Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2006-08

United States oS, s ] 13.2

Nebraska g

Southeast Douglas Co.

Northeast Douglas Co.
Southwest Douglas Co. § 2
Northwest Douglas Co. '
Urban Sarpy Co.
Exurban Omaha ‘
South Lancaster Co.
North Lancaster Co.
Southeast Nebraska
South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska
Central Nebraska
Northeast Nebraska ’
West & North Central Nebraska

0.0 5.0 10.0 15.0 20.0 25.0 30.0

Percentage of Persons Below Poverty

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-08 American Community Survey: Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Feb. 2010
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Poverty Rate for Individuals in Nebraska Counties, 2008

2008 Poverty Rate for Individuals
Nebraska = 10.8 percent

Less than 8.0 percent (8) 10.0 to 11.9 percent (27) - 15.0 percent or greater (10)
[[T]eot9spercent (16) [ 12.0to 14.9 percent (32)

Source: 2008 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), U.S. Census Bureau, released November 2009

Meeting Needs

Poverty status is a vital measure of general economic circumstances. Poverty data are used to measure
economic well-being and to assess the need for assistance. These data are included in federal allocation

formulas for many government programs.
Community Benefits
Social Services

Under the Older Americans Act, funds for food, health care, and legal services are distributed to local
agencies based on data about elderly people with low incomes. Data about income at the state and
county Ie_vels are used to allocate funds for food, health care, and classes in meal planning to low-

income women with children.
Employment

Income data are used to identify local areas eligible for grants to stimulate economic recovery, run job-
training programs, and define areas such as empowerment or enterprise zones.

Housing

Under the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program, income data are used to allocate funds to
areas for home energy aid. Under the Community Development Block Grant Program, funding for
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housing assistance and other community development is based on income and other decennial census
data.

Education

Data about poor children are used to allocate funds to counties and school districts. These funds provide
resources and services to improve the education of economically disadvantaged children.

What Influences Poverty?

Programs and factors related to poverty are employment status, educational attainment, food stamps,
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families {TANF), and Medicaid.

R
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Technology and Innovation

Succeeding in the new economy—or any economy—takes innovation. The top states for business prize
innovation, nurture new ideas, and have the infrastructure to support them. It is important to
remember measures of innovation are subjective and reflect the bias of the organization preparing the

measure.

How is Nebraska Doing?

America’s Top States for Business 2009, Technology and Innovation

Source: CNBC.com

State 2009 Rank
Minnesota 9
Colorado ‘ 11
Missouri 21
lowa 24
Kansas 27
Nebraska 32
North Dakota 47
South Dakota 48
Wyoming 50

According to CNBC’s rankings, Nebraska ranked as the 32nd state for technology and innovation in 2009.
Nebraska ranked below most of its peer states. Minnesota, Colorado, Missouri, lowa, and Kansas
ranked higher, while North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming ranked lower. Nebraska and its peer
states generally fall in the bottom portion of the states for technology and innovation. California had the
highest ranking, and Wyoming had the lowest ranking.

The 2007 State New Economy Index
Source: The Information Technology and innovation Foundation

State 2007 Rank
Colorado 9
Nebraska 28
Kansas 34
Missouri 35
North Dakota 37
lowa 38
Wyoming 43
South Dakota 48
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In 2007, Nebraska ranked 28th on the State New Economy Index. Even with its relatively low ranking,
Nebraska still ranked higher than all but one of its peer states {Colorado). Most of Nebraska’s peer
states ranked in the bottom third of all states. Massachusetts recoded the highest ranking, and West
Virginia recorded the lowest ranking.

Meeting Needs

In their report, the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation says “States that focus their
policy efforts in these areas will be well positioned to experience strang growth, particularly in per
capita incomes. And that is the true objective. Developing a vibrant New Economy is not an end in itself;
it is the means to advance larger, progressive goals: higher incomes, new economic opportunities, more
individual choice and freedom, greater dignity and autonomy for working Americans, and stronger
communities.”
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Unemployment

Unemployment is an important indicator of an area’s economic well being. In 2009, Nebraska’s
unemployment rate was 4.6 percent and ranked as the second lowest nationally.

How is Nebraska Doing?

Annual Unemployment Rates: 2009
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

State Percent Rank
United States 9.3 --
North Dakota 4,2 1
Nebraska 4.6 2
South Dakota 5.0 3
lowa 6.3 5
Wyoming 6.5 7
Kansas 6.8 10
Colorado 7.4 15
Minnesota 7.8 19
Missouri 9.4 ' 34

Nebraska and its peer states recorded the lowest unemployment rates in the nation. North Dakota,
Nebraska, and South Dakota had the three lowest unemployment rates, with rates of 4.2 percent, 4.6
percent, and 5.0 percent respectively. Only Missouri, at 9.4 percent, exceeded the national value of 9.3
percent. The highest unemployment rate occurred in Michigan with a rate of 13.3 percent.

Since 1980, Nebraska’s unemployment rate has shown a pattern similar to the national rate, but
consistently has fallen below it. The exception to this trend occurred in the 1990s when the national rate
_rose between 1989 and 1992 and then fell steadily until 2000. in contrast, Nebraska’s rate was relatively
steady until 2000 and then began to increase.

In 20089, the highest regional unemployment rate in Nebraska was for Douglas County (5.2 percent),
followed by West Nebraska, Exurban Omaha, and Southeast Nebraska, all with rates 5.0 percent or
higher. The lowest unemployment rate was in North Central Nebraska, with a rate of 3.3 percent {see
map).

County unemployment rates in 2008 reflected the regional unemployment rates, with some individual
exceptions. County unemployment rates ranged from a high in Thurston County (11.5 percent) to a low
of 2.8 percent in Cherry County. Overall, 61 of the state’s 93 counties had an unemployment rate below
the state’s average of 4.6 percent.
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Annual Unemployment Rate for
U.S., Nebraska, and Nebraska Regions: 2009

United States
Nebraska
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Exurban Omaha
Southeast Nebraska
South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska
Central Nebraska
Northeast Nebraska
North Central Nebraska |
West Nebraska
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Unemployed Persons as a Percent of Labor Force

Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO, Mar. 2010
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Civilian Unemployment Rate, 2008

2008 Annual Unemployment Rate
Nebraska = 3.3%

Less than 2.7% {13) 0-3.2% (26) [ 4.0% o more (13)

[ er-20%ea [l 33-3e%09)

Source: Locad Avea Unempioyment Statistics (LAUS), Bureau of Labor Stalistics (BLS)
Prepared by. Center for Public Affairs Resedrch, University of Nebraska Omaha, February 2010

Annual Alternative Unemployment Rate: 2009
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

State Percent Rank
United States 16.2 -
North Dakota 8.0 1
Nebraska 9.0 2
South Dakota 9.9 3
lowa 11.3 6
Wyoming 11.5 7
Kansas 11.7 8
Colorado 13.7 - 15
Minnesota 14.2 20
Missouri 15.6 32

Note: The alternative unemployment rate is a more comprehensive measure developed by BLS that
includes total unemployed, plus all marginally attached workers, plus total employed part time for
economic reasons, as a as a percent of the civilian labor force plus all marginally attached workers.

The unemployment rate is a rather narrow definition of unemployment. The above table is the broadest
of several alternative measures developed by the US Bureau of Labor Statistics. This measure includes
the usual definition of unemployment plus discouraged workers and other marginally attached workers
and persons employed part time for economic reasons. Using this measure, Nebraska again ranks

3
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second out of the 50 states and District of Columbia. However, the unempioyment rate of 9.0 percent is
nearly double the size of the official unemployment rate. North Dakota, Nebraska, and South Dakota
were the only states with the alternative unemployment rate below 10 percent. Nationally, using this
alternative measure, the unemployment rate was 16.2 percent, and Michigan’s rate of 21.5 percent was
the nation’s highest.

Meeting Needs

Unemployment status is key to understanding work the strength of the economy and the availability of
workers. Based on labor market areas and unemployment levels, the U.S. Department of Labor identifies
service delivery areas and determines amounts to be allocated to each for job training. The impact of
immigration on the economy and job markets is determined partially by labor force data, and this
information is included in required reports to Congress. The Bureau of Economic Analysis uses this
information, in conjunction with other data, to develop its state per capita income estimates used in the
allocation formulas and eligibility criteria of many federal programs such as Medicaid.

Community Benefits

For local areas with substantial unemployment, Iabor force data are used to allocate funds and identify
programs that create new jobs. Data are used to target state and local areas with a labor force surplus
for programs that promote business opportunities. Within the U.S. Department of Labor, data about the
labor force are needed to evaluate job complaints reported on the basis of disability.
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Jerry Deichert
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
September 10, 2010

This benchmark examines Nebraska’s agriculture by reviewing four broad areas: Farm income; Farm
receipts; Agricultural diversity; and Farm operations. When available, data are presented for the period
1980 to 2008. At other times, the period is 2002 to 2007. The most currently available data at the time
the data files were put together are used. Additional information can be found from the Nebraska
Department of Agriculture’s website. Two areas of interest on the website are: Laws and Reguiations
and Nebraska Agricultural Facts.

http://www.agr.state.ne.us/regulate/regulate.htm

http://www.agr.state.ne.us/facts.pdf

Farm Income

Generally, measures of Nebraska’s rural income are slightly below the national average. The U.S. Census
Bureau reports that Nebraska’s rural per capita income for 2008 was $25,702, which was 99 percent of
the national average of $25,973. Rural Nebraska’s income ranked 28th nationally and was in the bottom
half of the region. Although there have been year-to-year fluctuations, since 2005, Nebraska’s per
capita income has been growing faster than the nation’s. Between 2005 and 2008, Nebraska’s growth
was 15.4 percent compared to 11.0 percent for the U.S.

The U.S. Census Bureau also measured the poverty rate for persons living in rural Nebraska in 2008.
Using this measure, rural Nebraskans fared better than the nation with a poverty rate of 8.0 percent
compared to 13.2 percent for the nation. Regionally, Nebraska had the fifth lowest rural poverty rate.
Since 2005, rural Nebraska’s poverty rate has fluctuated from year-to-year but is nearly unchanged.

Nebraska ranked 25th nationally and fifth regionally in the number of persons working on farms (this
includes farm proprietors). Since 1990, the number of people working on farms fell 32.1 percent.
Nationally, the decline was about half, at 16.2 percent. Even though rural employment has been
declining, Nebraska’s rural unemployment rate was 4.4 percent in 2009 and was the lowest in the
region.

Farm Receipts

The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reported cash receipts from livestock and products in 2008 at 9.9
billion dollars in 2008. This ranked fifth nationally and only behind fowa in the region. Cash receipts
from crops totaled 9.0 billion dollars in 2008. Again Nebraska ranked fifth nationally but was lower than
lowa and Minnesota in the region. Historically, cash receipts from livestock and products have
consistently exceed those from crops.

Net farm income for Nebraska reached 4.2 billion dollars in 2008. This was fifth nationally and was less
than lowa and Minnesota in the region. 2008 was an excellent year for Nebraska net farm income.



Looking at data since 1980, the 2008 figure was by far the largest. The next highest was for 2007 at 2.9
billion dollars.

Government farm payments historically have been an important source of income for Nebraska farmers.

In 2008, the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis estimated farm payments to Nebraska farmers were 519
million dollars, representing about one-eighth of the total net farm income. This was the eighth highest
nationally and fifth in the region.

Agricultural Diversity

Agricultural diversity looks at the commodities produced in Nebraska and exported from Nebraska. in
2008, the top five agricultural commodities produced in Nebraska were: Cattle and calves, corn,
soybeans, hogs, and wheat. The five most important agricultural exports were: Feed grains and
products, soybeans and products, live animals and meat, wheat and products, and hides and skins.

Farm Operations

Every five years, in years ending in 2 an7, the U.S. Department of Agriculture conducts a Census of
Agriculture. According to the 2007 Census, Nebraska had 45.5 million acres in farmland (including
ranches). This was a decrease of 0.9 percent since 2002. Also in 2007, Nebraska had 47,712 farms and
ranches. This number ranked 20th nationally and in the middle of the region. Since 2002, however, the
number of Nebraska farms fell 3.3 percent. This was the largest decline in the region, and only two
states nationally had a larger decline in the number of farms.

Between 2002 and 2007, the average Nebraska farm size increased from 930 acres to 953 acres (2.5
percent). Regionally, Nebraska and South Dakota were the only states experiencing an increase in the
average farm size. Nationally, the average farm size dropped 5.2 percent from 441 acres to 418 acres.
Approximately 41 percent of Nebraska farms and ranches had sales of 100 thousand dollars or more,
and only 5 percent had sales of a million doilars or more.

Nebraska farm operators were less likely to be full owners than farm operators nationally and in the
region. QOverall, 50.3 percent of Nebraska farm operators were full owners (compared to part owners
and renters). For the nation the comparable figure was 69.0 percent.

Observations

The above analysis has shown that production agriculture is a major component of the state’s economy.
In 2008, farm marketings brought nearly 19 billion dollars into the state and provided nearly 50
thousand jobs. Depending upon the measure, rural Nebraskans generally fare better economically than
the typical rural resident nationally. Per capita incomes are comparable, but poverty and employment
rates are considerably lower. Similar to the nation as a whole but in contrast to most of the region,
Nebraska farms are getting larger and fewer in numbers.

Policy Considerations

Looking at the Nebraska Department of Agriculture’s website, it can be seen that the state of Nebraska
has a considerable number of laws and regulations that impact agriculture. These laws and regulations
will have an impact on the profitability and structure of Nebraska’s farms. Additionally, the above
analysis shows that Federal government farm payments have a sizable and variable impact on net farm
income. In twelve of the years since 1980, government payments accounted for more than half of
Nebraska’s net farm income.
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Farm Income

Rural Per Capita Income: 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

State Dollars Rank
Colorado 33,589 6
Wyoming 29,309 10
Minnesota 27,857 17
Kansas 27,295 21
lowa 26,860 22
North Dakota 26,794 24
Nebraska 25,702 28
South Dakota 24,058 35
Missouri 22,572 42

Rural Per Capita Income: United States and Nebraska: 2005-2008

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-08 American Community Survey

Rural Per Capita Income (Inflation-adjusted dollars):
US and NE (2005-2008)
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Rural Poverty Rate: 2008

Source: U.S. Census Burea, 2008 American Community Survey

State

South Dakota
Missouri
North Dakota
lowa
Nebraska
Kansas
Minnesota
Wyoming
Colorado

Percent
12.9
12.3
11.2
8.6
8.0
7.6
7.5
7.2
6.7

Rank
13
15
20
32
34
40
41
42
44

Rural Poverty Rate: United States and Nebraska: 2005-2008

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-08 American Community Survey
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Rural Poverty Rate: US and NE (2005-2008)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2005-08, Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Jun 2010
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Farm Employment: 2008

Source: Regional Economic information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce

State
Missouri

fowa
Minnesota
Kansas
Nebraska
Colorado
North Dakota
South Dakota
Wyoming

Persons
105,190
92,596
82,540
64,259
48,932
45,201
32,225
32,063
12,699

Rank

3

5

9
18
25
26
30
31
40

Farm Employment: Nebraska (1990-2008)

Source: Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce
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Rural Unemployment Rate: 2009
Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture

Percent
State Unemployed Rank*
Missouri 9.4 1
Minnesota 8.5 2
Colorado 8.9 3
lowa ) 6.7 4
Wyoming 6.3 5
Kansas 5.7 6
South Dakota 48 7
North Dakota 4.6 8
Nebraska 4.4 9

* Ranking is within region only.

Farm Receipts

Cash Receipts from Livestock and Products: 2008
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System: 1969-2008

(thousand $) Rank

United States 179,858,239

lowa 12,973,060 3
Nebraska 9,937,348 5
Kansas 9,874,409 6
Minnesota 7,193,899 7
Colorado 4,732,505 11
Missouri 4,059,200 15
South Dakota 3,218,364 19
North Dakota 1,111,824 36

Wyoming 763,205 39



Cash Receipts from Crops: 2008

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System: 1969-2008

United States
lowa
Minnesota
Nebraska
Kansas
North Dakota
South Dakota
Missouri
Colorado
Wyoming

Cash Receipts from Livestock and Products and Crops: Nebraska (1980-2008)

(thousand $)
184,786,323

15,112,365
10,154,310
9,047,811
6,776,507
6,735,956
5,404,896
4,868,208
2,381,453
225,618

Rank

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System: 1969-2008
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Government Farm Payments: 2008
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System: 1969-2008

(thousand §) Rank

United States 12,237,569

lowa 803,532 2
Kansas 647,705 3
Minnesota 544,269 5
Missouri 538,475 6
Nebraska 518,502 8
North Dakota 510,590 9
South Dakota 400,726 11
Colorado 261,070 20
Wyoming 45,684 38

Government Farm Payments: Nebraska (1980-2008)
Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic information System: 1969-2008
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Realized Net Farm Income: 2008
Source: Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce

State {thousand $) Rank
lowa 7,875,055 1
Minnesota 5,351,566 4
Nebraska 4,226,152 5
Kansas 3,578,677 6
South Dakota 2,812,675 8
Missouri 2,534,826 10
North Dakota 2,333,338 11
Colorado 1,161,020 21
Wyoming -72,635 49

Realized Net Farm Income ($000): Nebraska {1980-2008)

Source: Regional Economic Information System, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce
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Agricultural Diversity

Nebraska’s Top 5 Agriculture Commodities: 2008

Source: Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC

Value of Percent of Percent of
receipts state total United States

Commodities  (thousand $) farm receipts value

1. Cattle and

calves 7,068,679 40.8 14.7

2. Comn 5,712,110 33.0 11.1

3. Soybeans 2,209,240 12.8 7.6

4. Hogs 728,702 4.2 45

5. Wheat 514,655 3.0 3.0

All commodities 17,315,688 53

Nebraska’s Top 5 Agriculture Exports, Estimates: FY 2008
Source: Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC

Rank among Value Regional
states {miltion $) Rank*

1. Feed grains
and products 3 1939.8 2
2. Soybeans
and products 5 1476 4 3
3. Live animals
and meat 2 1134.8 2
4. Wheat and
products 12 426.1 4
5. Hides and
skins 1 3915 1
Cverall rank 5 5944 .6

* Ranking is within region only.

Regional
Rank*

S W N -



Farm Operations

Total Farmiand and Percentage Change in Total Farmiand: 2002-2007
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

Percentage
Millions of Acres Change

State 2002 2007 2007 Rank* 2002 - 2007
United States 938.3 922.1 -- -17
Colorado 311 31.6 5 1.6
lowa 31.7 30.7 6 -3.1
Kansas 47.2 46.3 1 -1.9
Minnesota 275 26.9 9 2.2
Missouri 299 29 8 -3.1
Nebraska 459 45.5 2 -0.9
North Dakota 393 39.7 4 1.0
South Dakota 43.8 43.7 3 -0.3
Wyoming 34.4 30.2 7 -12.3

* Ranking is within region only.

Number of Farms: 2007
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

State Number Rank
Missouri 107,825 2
lowa 92,856 3
Minnesota 80,992 7
Kansas 65,531 12
Nebraska 47,712 20
Colorado 37,054 26
North Dakota 31,970 28
South Dakota 31,169 29

Wyoming 11,069 39



Percentage Change in Number of Farms: 2002-2007
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

Percentage
State Change Rank
Colorado 18.1 7
Wyoming 17.5 8
North Dakota 4.4 28
lowa 2.4 32
. Kansas 1.7 34
Missouri 1.0 38
Minnesota 0.2 39
South Dakota -1.8 43
Nebraska -3.3 48

Average Farm Size and Percentage Change in Average Farm Size: 2002-2007
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

.

Average Size of Farm (Acres)

Percent
Change
from 2002 -

State 2002 2007 2007 Rank* 2007
United States 441 418 - 52
Wyoming 3,651 2,726 1 -25.3
South Dakota 1,380 1,401 2 15
North Dakota 1,283 1,241 3 -3.3
Nebraska 930 953 4 25
Colorado 991 853 5 -13.9
Kansas 733 707 6 -3.5
Minnesota 340 332 7 -2.4
lowa 350 331 8 -5.4
Missouri 280 269 9 -3.9



Farms by Size: United States and Nebraska (2002-2007)
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

Farm by Size (Acres): United States: 2007
2.000 or moreacres,
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Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service QNASS), United States Department of Agriculture, 2007, Preparec by Center for Public
Affairs Research, UNO; Jul 2010

Farm by Size (Acres): Nebraska: 2007
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Farms by Value of Sales: Nebraska (2002-2007)
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

Farm by Sales: Nebraska: 2007
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Tenure of Farmers and Number of Farm Operators: 2007
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

rercentage

Percentage of  of Farms

Farms with with One

Full Owners Operator
United States 69.0 57.7
Colorado 715 471
lowa 57.6 62.0
Kansas 58.7 59.9
Minnesota 63.5 61.0
Missouri 71.8 56.6
Nebraska 50.3 58.7
North Dakota 51.0 65.9
South Dakota 501 60.1

Wyoming 64.4 © 461




Farm Organization: United States and Nebraska {(2007)
Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, United States Department of Agriculture

Farm Organizations (% of Total): United States: 2007

Corporation Family
heldTotal. 420
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“ Corporation Family held Total

= Corporation Other than Family
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@ Other- cooperative, estate or frust,
ingtitutional, etc.
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Public AffairsResearch, UNO, Jul 2010
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Nebraska’s Legislative Planning Database
Education

This benchmark examines Nebraska’s education by reviewing four broad areas: P-16 Initiative Goals;
Access; Assessment; and Funding stability. The most currently available data at the time the data files
were put together are used. Additional information can be found from the Nebraska Department of

Education’s website http://www.education.ne.gov/.

P-16 Initiative Goals

Nebraska has a comparatively large percentage of its high school graduates attending a degree granting
institution and most of them attend a college in Nebraska. In the 2006-07 school year, 64.3 percent of
Nebraska’s high school graduates attended college, and 52.4 percent attended a college in Nebraska.
The comparable numbers for the nation were below Nebraska’s at 62.0 percent and 50.1 percent.
Regionally, Nebraska ranked toward the middle in both categories but was 18th nationally in the
percentage of college attendees and 19th nationally in the percentage attending college in their home
state. For a list of the P-16 Initiative goals go to https://p16.nebraska.edu/strategic-plan.html.

Access

In 2009-10, 10,259 children attended an early childhood education program conducted by a school
district or ESU. This is an increase from 2008-09 (9,641} and 2007-08 {8,692). In addition, approximately
2,000 children were served by non-school district Head Start programs.

Compared to the nation and region, Nebraska lags in the percentage of children aged 3 and 4 who are
enrolled in a program. According to the 2005-07 American Community Survey, 42.0 percent of
Nebraska’s children aged 3 and 4 were enrolled. This is below the national level of 46.1 percent and
ranks 32nd. Regionally, only Wyoming, South Dakota, and North Dakota have a lower percentage of
children enrolled. Of those children enrolled, 51.0 percent were enrolled in public school. This ranks 31st
nationally.

Even though the majority of the Nebraska’s children aged 5 to 17 attended public schools (82.0 percent},
this is a smaller percentage than what occurred in the United States (85.2 percent). Nebraska ranked
40th in the percentage of children aged 5 to 17 attending public school, and only Missouri in the region
had a lower percentage.

Nebraska compares favorably in the cost of higher education. In 2007-08 the average cost for a full-time
equivalent student in a public 4-year institution in Nebraska was $11,852. This compares with an
average of $13,424 for the U.S. and ranked 30th. There were four states in the region with higher costs
and four with lower costs. The highest cost state in the region was Minnesota and the lowest was
Wyoming. For 2-year public institutions Nebraska’s costs of $2,128 were slightly higher than the nation’s
of $2,063 but still ranked 34th in the nation and 6th regionally.



More than 3/4 (75.9 percent) of Nebraska’s students in higher education attended public institution.
This was slightly higher than the national percentage of 74.2. Nebraska ranked 30th. Interestingly the
highest percentage was in Wyoming where 94.7 percent of the students attend a public institution;
Minnesota, lowa, and Missouri have lower percentages than Nebraska.

In 2006, state and local appropriations for higher education in Nebraska totaled $575 million or $7,622
per FTE student. Nationally, Nebraska ranked 16th and was above the national average of $7,052.
Nebraska ranked 2nd highest in the region, behind Wyoming which ranked 1st nationally. In 2006-07,
there were 22,121 degrees granted in Nebraska, 12,332 of which were bachelor’s degrees.

Assessment

Looking at reading and mathematics scores for Nebraska’s fourth and eighth graders, it appears that
Nebraska generally ranks in the middle third of the states but ranks toward the bottom of its peer
states. Following is a summary of the national rankings for the various measures.

Fourth grade reading Rank Eighth grade reading Rank
* Average score 25 Average score 15
e At or above basic 18 At or above basic 14
® At orabove proficient 22 At or above proficient 14
e Atadvanced 20 At advanced 15
Fourth grade mathematics Rank Eighth grade mathematics Rank
e Average score 32 Average score 26
e At or above basic 29 At or above basic 27
e Atorabove proficient 30 At or above proficient 27
e At advanced 40 At advanced 22

Funding Stability

Nebraska’s per pupil spending for public elementary and secondary education, in 2006-07, totaled
$11,544 and ranked 19th nationally. This was the second highest in the region, below Wyoming.

Based on information from the 2005-07 American Community Survey, it appears that Nebraska has been
attracting 22 to 64 year olds. In 2004 and 2005, Nebraska gained high school graduates but lost people
with some college or a degree. In 2006 this reversed, as Nebraska gained people with some college or a
degree and lost high school graduates.



Nebraska Legislative Planning Committee
Discussion of Education Policy

Jerome Deichert, Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha

P-16 Initiative Goals

Higher education is important to be successful in today’s economy not only for the individual but
also for the state. Nebraska has a comparatively large percentage of its high school graduates
attending a degree granting institution and most of them attend a college in Nebraska. In the
2006-07 school year, 64.3 percent of Nebraska’s high school graduates attended college, and
52.4 percent attended a college in Nebraska. These numbers were above the nation and ranked in
the middle of the region. However, Nebraska ranked below the nation on the percentage of
college graduates and well below the nation for advanced degrees.

State legislatures can have a significant impact on the levels of higher education. On their web
site, the National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) describes strategies that states are
focusing on including: “performance-based funding; transfer and articulation policies; time to
degree; innovative delivery methods; and productivity.” They caution that “not all of these
strategies will be a fit for every state, institution or student, but they are some of the options
states are experimenting with to reform higher education.”

Access

States recognize that early childhood education can have an important role in the long-term
development of a child. The Pew Center on the States says that “children who complete quality
pre-k programs are more academically and socially prepared when they enter school and more
likely to complete high school and contribute to their community as adults.” However, compared
to the nation and region, Nebraska lags in the percentage of children aged 3 and 4 who are
enrolled in an early childhood education program. The Pew Center provides information on pre-k
efforts throughout the nation.

Nebraska compares favorably in the cost of higher education. In 2007-08 the average cost for a
full-time equivalent student in a public 4-year institution in Nebraska was $11,852. This is below
the national average of $13,424 and ranked in the middle of the regional states. For 2-year public
institutions Nebraska’s costs of $2,128 were slightly higher than the nation’s of $2,063 but still
ranked relatively low nationally and regionally. More than 3/4 (75.9 percent) of Nebraska’s
students in higher education attended public institution.

One of the reasons that tuition is relatively low in Nebraska is that state and local appropriations
for higher education per FTE student in Nebraska were above the national average and 2™ in the
region. Even though tuition may be relatively low in Nebraska, tuition costs are not the only



indicator of college affordability. Affordability depends on other factors such as living expenses,
family income, and the availability of financial aid (Baum, et al.).

Assessment

Looking at reading and mathematics scores for Nebraska’s fourth and eighth graders, it appears
that Nebraska generally ranks in the middle third of the states but ranks toward the bottom of its .
peer states. In reading, Nebraska ranked at or above the national median, and the relative rank
increased from fourth to eighth grade. For mathematics, Nebraska ranked below the national
median in most categories, although the relative ranking increased from fourth to eighth grade.

Funding Stability

Although the federal government has been taking on a larger role, providing educational funding
and setting educational policy remains primarily the responsibility of state and local
governments. Nebraska’s per pupil spending for public elementary and secondary education, in
2006-07, totaled $11,544 and ranked 19th nationally. This was the second highest in the region.

According to the NCSL, one of the most important roles state legislatures can play in educational
funding is in ensuring the statewide education finance system is founded on sound governance
principles. The NCSL says that a sound state school finance system:

= Provides equity for both students and taxpayers.
« Is efficient, making the best possible use of resources.

= Provides adequate resources to local school districts so that they may achieve state and local
educational goals and standards.

»° Incorporates fiscal accountability through generally accepted budgeting, accounting, and
auditing procedures.

= Promotes predictability and stability of education revenues and expenditures over time.
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Nebraska Legislative Planning Database - Education

P-16 Initiative Goals

Estimated Rate High School Graduates Attending Degree-Granting Institutions: 2005-06
Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics; Table

State

United States
South Dakota
North Dakota
Minnesota
Kansas
Nebraska
Colorado
lowa
Wyoming
Missouri

Percent of
Graduates

62.0
72.1
71.9
67.8
65.6
64.3
63.6
60.9
58.0
57.7

Rank

4
5

11
15
18
22
29
34
36

NOTE: Degree-granting institutions grant associate’s or higher degrees and participate in Title [V federal

Estimated Rate High School Graduates Going to College in Home State: 2005-06

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics; Table

State

United States
Kansas
South Dakota
North Dakota
Nebraska
lowa
Minnesota
Colorado
Missouri
Wyoming

Percent of
Graduates

50.1
55.8
55.4
52.5
52.4
52.3
50.1
49.2
47.9
425

Rank

9
12
18
19
20
25
28
31
34

NOTE: Degree-granting institutions grant associate’s or higher degrees and participate in Title IV federal



Access
Early Childhood Education Programs: 2007-10

Children served by
school districts/ESUs

Children
served by
non-school
district Total
Total Number of  0rateq Total  number of
Number of  Children Head Start  Children  “At-Risk”

School Year and Age Children “At-risk”  programs served served
2007-2008
Age 3 2,328 920 1,242 3,570 2,162
Age 4 6,084 3,256 1,735 7819 4,991
Age 5 280 89 75 355 164
Total 8,692 4,265 3,052 11,744 7,317
2008-2009
Age 3 2,669 1,283 1,321 3,990 2,604
Age 4 6,670 3,708 1,742 8,412 5,450
Age 5 302 84 84 386 168
Total 9,641 5,075 3,147 12,788 8,222
2008-2010
Age 3 2,814 1,341
Age 4 7,147 3,944 .
Age 5 208 108 Data not yet available.
Total 10,259 5,393
Notes:

Children “At-Risk” and served by schools/ESUs are children whose families are eligible for free or reduced
lunch and/or children for whom spoken English is not the primary language spoken in the home. State
Statute aiso includes prematurity/low birth weight, and children of teen parents/parents who have not
completed high school as risk factors. Currently, we do not have a way to collect data on those two risk
factors.

Children who have disabilities are not included as a special category; however they make up a majority of
the 5-year-olds served. Legislation allowed some school districts to serve 5-year-olds during the years of
this report. Head Start is a program for children who are "At-risk”, therefore all children attending Head
Start are considered in that category.

In order to arrive at an unduplicated count of children enrolled in high quality programs we began by
obtaining data from the NDE data center regarding the children served in preschool classrooms. We then
obtained the Head Start Program Information Report data about statewide actual enroliment by age. To
get the final Head Start numbers, we subtracted the number of children served by Head Start grantees or
Head Start Delegates that are school districts (those children are already counted in the school data).
There are many Head Start programs that partner with individual schools across the state and serve
children in blended classrooms. However, we have no reliable way of determining exactly how many
children that includes. Therefore, some children in many of the Head Start programs have been counted
twice.



Public and Private School Fall Enroliment: 2005-07 Period
Based on the American Community Survey; The 2005-2007 ACS 3-year estimates
represent the average characteristics over the 3-year period.

3 to 4 years of age

Percent
Total Enrolled in
Enroliment Percent Public
State (000) Enrolled* Rank School*™* Rank
United States 3837.7 46.1 53.2
lowa 36.0 455 22 61.8 11
Kansas 34.0 439 24 58.8 15
Minnesota 60.6 43.0 26 60.1 13
Missouri 68.3 42.8 28 56.9 19
Colorado 59.5 42.6 29 54.0 25
Nebraska 211 42.0 32 51.0 31
Wyoming 5.6 41.4 34 65.6 5
South Dakota 8.5 37.8 44 63.4 8
North Dakota 4.6 31.6 49 65.8 4
5 to 17 years of age
Percent
Total Enrolled in
Enroliment Public
State (000) School** Rank
United States 512074 85.2
Wyoming 86.3 90.9 1
North Dakota 99.8 87.3 10
lowa 499.6 86.9 14
Colorado 794 .1 86.6 19
South Dakota 134.6 86.3 21
Kansas 483.0 85.7 25
Minnesota 880.0 84.8 30
Nebraska _ 305.3 82.8 40
Missouri 989.2 82.0 44

*As a percentage of all 3 to 4 year olds, Includes those not enrolled
**As a percentage of those enrolled



Average costs per full-time-equivalent student in public colleges and universities (dollars)

Source: U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics 2008, and
prior years; see Internet site <http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/>

Public 4-year institutions*

Rank 2007-
2007-2008 2006-2007 2004-2005 08
United States $13,424 $12,797 $11,426
Minnesota $14,188 $13,780 $11,971 16
Missouri $13,385 $12,585 $11,368 22
Colorado $13,314 $12,079 $10,241 23
lowa $13,191 $12,583 $11,539 24
Nebraska $11,852 $11,138 $10,702 30
Kansas $11,338 $10,686 $9,392 36
North Dakota $11,134 $10,634 $9,018 37
South Dakota $10,522 $10,013 $8,965 46
Wyoming $10,068 $9,627 $8,514 47
Public 2-year institutions**
Rank 2007-
2007-2008 2006-2007 2004-2005 08

United States $2,063 $2,018 $1,849
Minnesota $4,535 $4,339 $3,869 2
South Dakota $3,730 '$3,542 $2,826 4
North Dakota $3,606 $3,454 $2,845 5
lowa $3,264 $3,137 $2,880 9
Missouri $2,385 $2,278 $2,125 30
Nebraska $2,128 $1,993 $1,772 34
Colorado $2,076 $2,034 $1,847 36
Kansas $2,029 $1,941 $1,883 37
Wyoming $1,918 $1,820 $1,684 39

*Data for 2000-2006 are for 4-year and 2-year degree-granting institutions that

participated in Title IV federal financial aid programs. Represents opening fall enroliment of
resident and extension students attending full-time or part-time.

Excludes students taking courses for credit by mail, radio, or TV, and students in branches of
U.S. institutions operated in foreign countries.

*Includes degree enrollment and enrollment in public postsecondary programs

resulting in a certificate or other.formal recognition. Includes summer

sessions. Excludes medical enroliments.



Enrollment in Institutions of Higher Education: 2000, 2005, 2006
Source: Fall enroliment--U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics,
annual {related Internet site <http://www.nces.ed.gov/>)

Fall enroliment

Total Fall Enroliment (000) Percent in Public Institutions

State 2006 2005 2000 2006 Rank 2000

United States 17,759 17,487 15,312 74.2 76.8
Wyoming 35 35 30 94.7 1 95.7
North Dakota 50 49 40 86.7 6 89.5
Kansas 193 192 180 88.3 7 88.9
Colorado 308 303 264 75.2 20 82.6
South Dakota 49 49 43 777 28 80.6
Nebraska 125 121 112 75.9 30 79.0
Minnesota 376 362 293 64.9 38 745
lowa 239 228 189 63.3 41 714
Missouri 377 375 321 57.9 43 62.7

Educational Appropriations* for Institutions of Higher Education: 2006
Source; Fall enroliment--1.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics,
annual (related Internet site <http://www.nces.ed.gov/>)

Total Per FTE*
State {$millions) ($) Rank

United States 73,941 7,059

Wyoming 349 15,151 1
Nebraska 575 7,622 16
lowa 733 6,372 33
Minnesota 1,251 6,248 34
Kansas 795 6,125 35
Missouri 1,082 6,032 37
North Dakota 200 5,679 43
South Dakota 149 5,018 45
Colorado 680 4,213 48

*State and local appropriations for public postsecondary education. Includes

state-funded financial aid to students attending in-state public institutions.

Excludes sums for research, agriculture experiment stations and cooperative

extensions, and teaching hospitals and medical schools.

**State and local appropriations for general operating expenses of public postsecondary education.
Includes state-funded financial aid to students attending in-state public institutions.

Excludes sums for research, agricultural extension, and teaching hospitals and medical schools.



Degrees Conferred from Degree-granting Institutions: 2006-2007*
Source: Fall enroliment--U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics,
annual (related Internet site <http://www.nces.ed.gov/>)

State , Total Bachelor's
United States 3,007,493 1,524,092
Colorado 51,653 28,865
lowa 43,958 22,388
Kansas 32,080 17,065
Minnesota 65,709 29,618
Missouri 71,492 35,755
Nebraska 22,121 12,332
North Dakota 9,560 5,543
South Dakota 8,698 4,965
Wyoming 5,098 1,691

*Totals include Associates, Bachelors, Masters, First-professional and Doctor's degrees conferred.



Assessment

Average reading scale score and percentage of 4th- and 8th-graders in public schools attaining

reading achievement levels: 2007

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics; Tables 120 and 121

(http://lwww.nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/2009menu_tables.asp)

4th-Graders

State

United States
Colorado
lowa

Kansas
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
South Dakota
Wyoming

8th-Graders

State

United States
Colorado
lowa

Kansas
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
South Dakota
Wyoming

State

United States
Colorado
lowa

Kansas
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
South Dakota
Wyoming

Average scale scoreli\

Score
220
224
225
225
225
221
223
226
223
225

Average scale score\1\

Score
261
266
267
267
268
263
267
268
270
266

At Advanced
\4\
2.3
2.4
25
1.8
3.1
2.5
2.7
12
23
1.7

Rank

20
15
17
14
29
25
9
23
12

Rank

17
12
13
8
27
15
9
7
18

Rank

21
19
35

18
15
45
23
38

Percent attaining reading achievement levels, 2007

At or
above
Basic\2\
65.7
70.0
73.7
71.8
72.8
67.1
70.8
75.3
70.9
73.5

Below
Basic
27.5
21.3
20.2
19.4
19.8
25.1
21.2
16.4
16.5
20.3

Rank

23
8
16
12
29
18
4
17
9

Percent attaining reading achievement levels, 2007

Rank

36
41
43
42
23
38
48
47
40

At or
above
Profi-
cient\3\
317
36.2
36.1
36.1
36.9
31.8
34.6
353
33.7
36.4

At or
above
Basic\2\
725
78.7
79.8
80.6
80.2
74.9
78.8
83.6
83.5
79.7

Rank

13
15
14
9
31
22
20
26
10

Rank

16
11
9
10
29
14
4
5
12

At
Advanced
4
7.4
9.0
7.3
7.8
8.5
6.6
7.8
6.4
7.0
7.8 .

At or above
Profi-
cient\3\
29.2
346
35.7
352
36.6
31.0
35.0
322
36.8
33.2

Rank

10
26
21
12
31
20
33
28
19

Rank

15
12
13
g
26
14
23
8
20



Note: The reading data include students for whom accommodations were permitted. Standard errors
appear in parentheses.

\1\Scale ranges from 0 to 500.

\2\Basic denotes partial mastery of the knowledge and skills that are fundamental for proficient work at the
4th/8th-grade level.

\3\Proficient represents solid academic performance for 4th/8th-graders. Students reaching this level have
demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter.

\4\Advanced signifies superior performance.

Average mathematics scale score of 4th- and 8th-grade public school students and percentages
attaining mathematics achievement levels: 2009

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics; Tables 135 and
136 (http://lwww.nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/2009menu_tables.asp)

4th-Graders

Average scale score\1\ Percent attaining mathematics achievement levels, 2009
At or At or above
Below above Profi-
State Score Rank Basic Rank Basic\2\ Rank cient\3\ Rank
United States 239 18.8 81.2 384
Colorado 243 16 16.2 27 83.8 25 452 11
lowa 243 19 13.1 40 86.9 12 414 21
Kansas 245 6 111 48 88.9 4 46.3 6
Minnesota 249 3 114 46 88.6 6 53.8 3
Missouri 2441 25 17.4 24 82.6 28 411 23
Nebraska 239 32 ' 17.9 23 82.1 29 37.9 30
North Dakota 245 7 8.8 49 91.2 3 445 14
South Dakota 242 21 13.9 37 86.1 15 41.8 1
Wyoming 242 22 12.6 43 87.4 9 40.5 2
At Advanced
State W\ Rank
United States 58
Colorado 8.1 9
lowa 52 27
Kansas 6.3 17
Minnesota 11.5 2
Missouri 59 19
Nebraska 4.1 40
North Dakota 5.0 31
South Dakota 4.8 35

Wyoming 4.1 41



8th-Graders

State

United States
Colorado
lowa

Kansas
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
South Dakota
Wyoming

State

United States
Colorado
lowa

Kansas
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
South Dakota
Wyoming

Average scale score\1\

Score
282
287
284
289
294
286
284
293
291
286

At Advanced
\4\
7.5
10.0
6.5
8.4
13.3
6.7
7.6
7.4
71
6.8

Funding Sustainability

Total expenditures per pupil in fall enroliment in public elementary and secondary education: All

Rank

15
27
11

22
26

20

Rank

10
31
14

28
22
23
26
27

Percent attaining mathematics achievement levels, 2009

Below
Basic
28.6
24.5
23.8
21.0
17.4
23.1
25.1
13.6
17.2
21.9

Rank

29
31
42
48
33
25
51
49
37

At or
above
Basic\2\
71.4
75.5
76.2
79.0
82.6
76.9
74.9
86.4
82.8
78.1

Rank

23
21
10
4
19
27
1
3
15

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics; Tables 183 and

State

United States
Wyoming
Nebraska
Minnesota
Kansas

lowa
Missouri
Colorado
North Dakota
South Dakota

Note:

Total Expenditure per Pupil

2005-06
$10,603
$13,461
$10,358
$10,925
$9,629
$9,729
$9,385
$9,896
$9,785
$8,649

2006-07
$11,257
$16,183
$11,544
$11,379
$10,358
$10,311
$10,195
$10,092
$9,721
$9,104

Rank 2006-

07

4
19
21
28
30
31
32
40
44

1) Total expenditures include current expenditures (e.g., instruction, student and food services, and
2) Excludes "Other current expenditures,” such as community services, private school programs, adult

3) Excludes expenditures for state education agencies.

At or above
Profi-
cient\3\
326
39.7
33.9
395
46.9
355
34.6
431
41.5
34.7

Rank

12
28
13
2
23
27
7
8
26



Estimated Nebraska Net Migration of 22- to 64-Year-Olds: 2004-2006

Source: Estimates based on the 2005-07 American Community Survey, conducted by the

U.S. Census Bureau, obtained from the National Center for Higher Education Management

Systems (NCHEMS), http://lwww.ccpe.state.ne.us/PublicDoc/CCPE/Reports/progressReport/2009.pdf

Estimated Net-Migration

Level of Education 2004 2005 2006

Less than high school

diploma 3,191 2,234 1,524

High school graduate -165 2,295 -3,990
Subtotal 3,036 4,529 -2,466

Some college but no

degree 1,339 943 3,897

Associate degree -923 -1,143 2,417

Bachelor’s degree 670 -1,028 2,664

Graduate or Professional

Degree -1,796 830 -1,329
Subtotal -2,049 -1,341 3,752

Total 2,326 4,131 5,183



Total Enroliment by Region

Student Enrollment for the Total of Public and Private Schools in
Nebraska: 2007-08

Douglas Co. - iR 102,060
Lancaster Co. 05 45,256
Sarpy Co. - % 24,339
Exurban Omaha ;-4 117,921
Southeast Nebraska 25,224
South Central Nebraska - % 19,720
Southwest Nebraska 26,9112
Central Nebraska 8 20,075
Northeast Nebraska G 29,096
North Central Nebraska 3,936
West Nebraska | “ 4 15,331

Source: Nebraska Department of Economic Development from Nebraska Department of Education; Prepared by Center
for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Oct 2010

Percentage Change in Student Enroliment for the Total of Public
and Private Schools in Nebraska: 2002-03 to 2007-08

Nebraska

Douglas Co.

Lancaster Co.

Sarpy Co.

Exurban Omaha
Southeast Nebraska
South Central Nebraska
Southwest Nebraska

Central Nebraska

Northeast Nebraska
North Central Nebraska | -19.7%
West Nebraska

Source: Nebraska Department of Economic Development from Nebraska Department of Education; Prepared by Center
for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Oct 2010




Nebraska Births and Potential School Aged Population

The following charts look at births by area of the state. The first chart on the following page compares
the number of births during the decade of the 2000s to the number of births during the decade of the
1980s. Statewide there were 2.0 percent more births in the 2000s. However, this varied by area of the
state. The state’s three most populous counties recorded increases in births, while the other groups of
counties all recorded declines, with the largest percentage declines in North Central and West Nebraska.
Children who were born during the 1980s would have attended school during the last half of the 1980s
through the late 1990s. Children born during the 2000s currently are attending school and will be
attending the late 2010s.

The next chart compares births during the 2005-2009 period to the 2000-2004 period. The number of
births increased 5.2 percent statewide, but the three most populous counties had a higher rate, while
the remaining groups of counties either had a lower rate or a decline in the number of births. This
suggest that the number of potential students will be declining or growing more slowly in the rural parts
of the state when compared to urban Nebraska.

The two charts on page 3 show the potential number of students by projecting the births through the
school ages. To estimate the potential number of persons aged 5 to 17 in 1980 we totaled the births
between 1963 and 1975 and then continued the procedure through 2014.

The charts show that since the early 1980s birth-based estimates of school age population have been
increasing in Douglas, Sarpy, and Lancaster Counties. On the other hand, birth-based estimates of the
school age population in the nonmetropolitan groups of counties peaked in the early 1990s, then
declined until the early 2000s, and have been relatively stable for the rest of the decade.

The charts in this section suggest that school enroliments in Nebraska’s three most populous county will
continue to grow in both absolute number and as a percentage of the state’s total enroliment.



Percentage Change in the Number of Births in Nebraska: 1980s decade Versus 2000s decade

Nebraska

Douglas Co.

Lancaster Co.

Sarpy Co.

Exurban Omaha

Southeast Nebraska

South Central Nebraska

Southwest Nebraska

Central Nebraska

Northeast Nebraska

North Central Nebraska

West Nebraska

-47.0

o

-20.3

-27.2

Source: Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Oct 2010



Percentage Change in the Number of Births in Nebraska: 2000-04 Versus 2005-2009

Nebraska

Douglas Co.

Lancaster Co.

Sampy Co.

Exurban Omaha

Southeast Nebraska

South Central Nebraska

Southwest Nebraska

Central Nebraska

Northeast Nebraska

North Central Nebraska

West Nebraska

L

e

-2.6

24

1.4

Source: Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Oct 2010

120,000

Potential School Age (K-12) Population based on 13-Year Periods of Births to Residents of Nebraska
Metropolitan Areas (Based on Births between 1963 and 2009)
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Potential School Age (K-12) Population based on 13-Year Periods of Births to Residents of Nebraska
Nonmetropolitan Areas (Based on Births between 1963 and 2009)
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Nebraska’s Legislative Planning Database
Health and Human Services

This benchmark examines health and human services in Nebraska by reviewing five broad areas: Health
access, Health status, Family welfare, Poverty, and Cost. The most currently available data at the time
the data files were put together are used. Additional information can be found from the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services website http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/. A list of rules and
regulations relating to Health and Human Services is available at
http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/reg/regs.htm. Finally, county and other area profiles can be found at
http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/profiles/index.htm.

Health Status

In 2008 18.4 percent of adult Nebraskans were tobacco users. This compares to 18.3 percent for the
United States. Although there have been year-to-year fluctuations, there has been a general decreasing
trend in tobacco use since 2000. Heavy drinking (defined as two drinks per day for men and 1 drink per
day for women) fluctuated from year-to-year but has remained relatively unchanged since 2001. The
value for 2009 was 5.1 percent.

Nebraska’s adult obesity rate has been consistently higher than national rate between 2005 and 2009.
2009’s value was 28.0 percent compared to the national value of 26.9 percent. Child obesity, on the
other hand, has been lower in Nebraska than in the nation (11.6 percent compared to 12.0 percent in
2009).

in 2009, 72.0 percent of Nebraska mothers received prenatal care in the 1st trimester. The infant
mortality rate in 2009 was 5.4 per 1000 live births. This was tied for the lowest in the past five years.
Also in 2009, there were 2249 teen pregnancies, which was about average for the 2005-2009 period.

Poverty

The poverty rate for Nebraska’s children in 2008 was 13.4 percent and was among the lowest in the
nation, ranking 3Sth. In the area, only Wyoming and Minnesota recorded lower child poverty rates. Also
in 2008, 38.5 percent of the female headed families with no spouse present were living in poverty. This
ranked 30th nationally and was in the middle of the region.

In 2009, the number of TANF enrollees averaged 8,869 monthly, a steady decline from 2004 which had a
monthly average of 12,302 enrollees. During 2009, an average of 404 TANF enrollees were sanctioned or
dropped. Also in 2009, 63.3 percent of the IV-D Child Support Enforcement cases had a collection in
arrears, ranking 9th lowest in the nation.



Cost

In 2006-06, Nebraska spent $1,134 per capita at the state level and $46 per capita at the local level on
public welfare. Both of these expenditures were toward the middle of the states. Per capita state
expenditures ranked 26th, and per capita local expenditures ranked 22nd.

Nebraska recorded $175.8 million in developmental disability expenditures in FY 2009. This amounted to
$103 in per capita expenditures. Per capita expenditures for developmental disabilities have been
increasing steadily over the past five years and are about 30 percent higher than those in FY 2005.
Behavioral health expenditures on the other hand, were somewhat lower than they were in FY 2005. In
FY 2009, total expenditures were $189.6 million and amounted to $111 per capita.

In FY 2009, Medicaid and CHIP expenditures totaled more than $1.5 billion, the majority of which (42
percent) was for the blind and disabled. The next highest category was for children (29 percent);
followed by aged (22 percent) and ADC adult (7 percent). Since FY 2005, the largest increases by
category were for the blind and disabled and for children. Expenditures for the aged were down slightly,
while they were up slightly for ADC adults. The decline in expenditures for the aged population should
be viewed with caution because the impact of the aging baby boom will not be felt for a few more years.

Looking at expenditures per eligible person, a different pattern emerges. The highest expenditures were
still for the blind and disabled at $1,695 per eligible person, but now this was nearly equaled by the
expenditures for the aged at 51,628 per eligible person. Although total expenditures for children were
relatively high, they were the lowest on an eligible person basis ($272).



Nebraska Legislative Planning Committee
Discussion of Health and Human Service Policy

Jerome Deichert, Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska at Omaha

Health Status

In 2008 18.4 percent of adult Nebraskans were tobacco users. This compares to 18.3 percent for
the United States. Although there have been year-to-year fluctuations, there has been a general
decreasing trend in tobacco use since 2000, although the US average is decreasing faster than the
Nebraska average. Heavy drinking (defined as two drinks per day for men and 1 drink per day
for women) fluctuated from year-to-year but has remained relatively unchanged since 2001.

Nebraska’s adult obesity rate has been increasing, and is consistently higher than national rate
between 2005 and 2009. 2009’s value was 28.0 percent compared to the national value of 26.9
percent. Child obesity, on the other hand, has been lower in Nebraska than in the nation (11.6
percent compared to 12.0 percent in 2009), although Nebraska’s trend is up while the US
average is down.

The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) pointed out that state legislatures have
shown an increasing interest in adopting policies designed to promote healthy communities and
prevent childhood obesity. Its 2009 publication, Promoting Healthy Communities and Reducing
Childhood Obesity, summarizes “state legislation enacted in two broad policy categories—
healthy eating and physical activity, and healthy community design and access to healthy food.”

The health of mothers and children is a key component in an overall healthy population. In 2009,
72.0 percent of Nebraska mothers received prenatal care in the 1st trimester. The infant mortality
rate in 2009 was 5.4 per 1000 live births. This was tied for the lowest in the past five years.

Both federal and state governments fund programs that contribute to the health of mothers and
children, while the state plays a major role in administering these programs. NCSL lists the
following Maternal and Child Health (MCH)-related programs: the Title V Maternal and Child
Health Services Block Grant; Medicaid; the State Children's Health Insurance Program (CHIP);
the Healthy Start Initiative; the Emergency Medical Services for Children Program; and the
Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC).

Povert

Poverty imposes far-reaching hardships, not only on the poor but also on all who share their
communities. Nebraska has one of the lowest poverty rates in the nation, ranking 16™ in the
nation in 2008. The poverty rate for Nebraska’s children in 2008 was 13.4 percent and was
among the lowest in the nation, ranking 11" lowest. Also in 2008, 38.5 percent of the female
headed families with no spouse present were living in poverty. This ranked 30th nationally and
was in the middle of the region.



One of the ways in which the state assists families in poverty is through Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families (TANF). In 2009, the number of TANF enrollees averaged 8,869 monthly, a
steady decline from 2004 which had a monthly average of 12,302 enrollees. Dunng 2009, an
average of 404 TANF enrollees were sanctioned or dropped.

The NCSL points out that state legislatures have used the flexibility provided by TANF block
grants “to create work-focused programs-requiring parents receiving assistance to participate in
work or training activities, providing supports such as child care and transportation so that they
can work and enacted time limits on how long families could receive assistance.” These funds
also were used “to create and expand a wide variety of programs to help low-income working
families and children, such as early education and afterschool services, responsible fatherhood
programs, teen pregnancy prevention and income supports and training to help working families
stay in jobs and increase their earnings.”

Cost

In 2006-07, Nebraska spent $1,134 per capita at the state level and $46 per capita at the local
level on public welfare. Both of these expenditures were toward the middle of the states. Per
capita state expenditures ranked 26™, and per capita local expenditures ranked 22, Two of the
largest components are the health-related programs, Medicaid and CHIP. In FY 2009, these
expenditures totaled more than $1.5 billion, the majority of which (42 percent) was for the blind
and disabled. The next highest category was for children (29 percent); followed by aged (22
percent) and ADC adult (7 percent). One way to reduce the health-related welfare costs is to
address Nebraska’s obesity problem. The National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey
1999-2000 estimated the annual medical cost due to adult obesity for Nebraska was $454
million. Some of which would be paid by Medicaid

Other options state legislatures have used to address issues related to managing costs include
reorganizing state agencies, using results-focused planning and budgeting, and increasing
flexibility and control of resources for local governments and communities (NCSL).
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Health Access

Nebraska Rural Response Hotline Summary: 1999-2009

Year Calls Vouchers
1999 2,983 737
2000 3,319 1,053
2001 3,567 2,014
2002 4,366 3,878
2003 4,052 1,573
2004 5,522 1,743
2005 4,405 1,542
2006 6,102 3,524
2007 4,943 2,394
2008 4,245 2,719
2009 4,703 3,089

Health Status

Percent of Adult Tobacco Use: United States and Nebraska (2000-2008)
Source: Report of Data and Trends on Tobacco Use in Nebraska, Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
(bttp://www.dhhs.ne.gov/tfn/10TFNData&Trends.pdf)

Year United States Nebraska
2000 23.2% 21.2%
2001 . 22.8% 20.2%
2002 23.0% 22.7%
2003 22.0% 21.2%
2004 20.0% 20.3%
2005 20.5% 21.3%
2006 20.0% 18.7%
2007 19.8% 19.9%

2008 18.3% 18.4%



Percent of Adult Tobacco Use: United States and Nebraska (2000-2008)
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Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services; Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO; Jul 2010

ot US
=i NE

Substance Abuse-Alcohol (Heavy Drinking): Nebraska (2001-2009)

Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
{http://apps.nced.cdc.gov/briss/display.asp)

Weighted
Year Percentage
2001 43
2002 5.1
2003 53
2004 4.7
2005 45
2006 35
2007 45
2008 4.6
2009 51

Note: Heavy drinking is defined as 2 drinks per day for men and 1 drink per day for women.
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Adult obesity
Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(http://apps.nccd.cde.govibriss/display.asp)

Year
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009

Child obesity

Source: Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(hitp:/fapps.nced.cde.govibrfss/display.asp)

Year
2005
2007
2009

Percent of Adults

Nebraska

26.0%
26.9%
26.5%
27.2%
28.0%

Nationatl
24.4%
251%
26.3%
26.7%
26.9%

Percent of Children

Nebraska

11.0%
11.8%
11.6%

National
13.1%
13.0%
12.0%




Resident Births and Percentage of Women Receiving Prenatal Care in 1st Trimester: Nebraska (2005-2009)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Year Total Births  1st Trimester Percent
2005 26,142 18,627 71.3.
2006 26,723 19,096 71.5
2007 26,935 19,721 73.2
2008 26,992 19,464 721
2009 26,931 19,382 72.0

Number of Nebraska Resident Teen Pregnancies* by Race and Hispanic Origin: Nebraska (2005-2009)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

2005
Race/Ethnicity Hispanic  Non-Hispanic Unknown Total
White 164 1,218 0 1,382
Black 4 284 0 288
Native
American 14 76 0 90
Asian/Pacific
Islander 7 21 0 28
Other 381 12 0 393
Unknown 4 0 1 5
Total 574 1,611 1 2,186
2006
Race/Ethnicity Hispanic Non-Hispanic Unknown Total
White 206 1,143 0 1,349
Black 8 316 0 324
Native
American 10 87 1 98
Asian/Pacific
Islander 8 14 0 22
Other 357 4 0 361
Unknown 7 0 1 8
Total 596 1,564 2 2,162
2007
Race/Ethnicity Hispanic  Non-Hispanic Unknown Total
White 136 1,243 0 1,379
Black 15 353 0 368
Native
American 12 106 0 118
Asian/Pacific
Islander 7 17 0 24
Other 427 6 1 434
Unknown 1 0 1 2
Total 598 1,725 2 2,325



2008

Race/Ethnicity Hispanic Non-Hispanic Unknown Total

White 153 1,242 0 1,395

Black 7 292 1 300

Native .

American 9 84 0 93

Asian/Pacific

Islander 5 16 0 21

Other 498 10 0 508

Unknown 4 0 0

Total 676 1,644 1 2,321
2009

Race/Ethnicity Hispanic Non-Hispanic Unknown Total

White 105 1,237 0 1,342

Black 13 289 0 302

Native

American 8 73 0 81

Asian/Pacific

Islander 5 23 0 28

Other 486 4 0 490

Unknown 5 0 1 6

Total 622 1,626 1 2,249

*Includes Live Births and Fetal Deaths

Infant Mortality Rate (Per 1.000 Live Births): Nebraska (2005-2009)

Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Mortality
Year Rate
2005 56
2006 55
2007 6.8
2008 54

2009 54



Family Welfare

Number of State Wards: Nebraska: 2001-2009
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Year State Wards
2001 83,946
2002 83,421
2003 79,524
2004 83,291
2005 90,182
2006 90,906
2007 84,912
2008 81,389
2009 76,204
Poverty

Percentage of Children Living in Poverty: 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

Percent
Below

Poverty
State Level Rank
Missouri 18.6% 19
South Dakota 17.6% 25
North Dakota 15.3% 31
Cotorado 15.1% 32
Kansas 14.5% 34
lowa 14.4% 35
Nebraska 13.4% 39
Wyoming 11.6% 45

Minnesota 11.4% 46



Percentage of Female Head of Families Living in Poverty: 2008
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey

Percent
Below

Poverty
State Level Rank
North Dakota - 04 6
South Dakota 04 14
Missouri 04 17
lowa 04 22
Nebraska 0.3 30
Minnesota 0.3 32
Wyoming 0.3 35
Kansas 0.3 39
Colorado 0.3 43

Number of TANF Enrollees: Nebraska (2004-2009)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Monthly
Year Total Average
2004 147,625 12,302
2005 139,033 11,586
2006 136,072 11,339
2007 111,533 9,294
2008 105,748 8,812
2009 106,422 8,869

Number of TANF Enrollees Sanctioned or Dropped: Nebraska (2008-2009)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Monthly
Year Total Average
Jul-Dec 2008 1,894 315
Jan-Oct 2009 4,048 404

Note: For historical data, the sanction totals are only available for the most recent 15 months
because it is a special report that is only ran when requested.



The Percentage of Cases with a Collection in the Arrears: United States and Nebraska (2009)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

% of IV-D
State Cases Rank
United States 69.70%
Nebraska 63.34% g

Note: IV-D cases refers to cases being work by the Child Support Enforcement Program in a
state/territory only, not all the court orders in a state/territory.

Health Cost

Per Capita State Public Welfare Expenditures: 2006-07

Source: The figures are calculated based on the data from 2007 Census of Government Finance
and 2000 Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau

Per Capita
Public
Welfare
State Expenditures Rank
Minnesota $1,521.70 9
Wyoming $1,190.40 22
lowa $1,183.30 23
Nebraska $1,134.10 26
North Dakota $1,084.00 29
Kansas $1,073.00 30
Missouri $987.30 38
South Dakota $958.80 42
Colorado $668.30 49

Per Capita Local Public Welfare Expenditures: 2006-07

Source: The figures are calculated based on the data from 2007 Census of Government Finance
and 2000 Population Estimates, U.S. Census Bureau

Per Capita
Public

Welfare
State Expenditures Rank
Minnesota $307.00 4
Colorado $134.20 11
North Dakota $73.90 16
Nebraska $46.10 22
fowa $33.10 25
Wyoming $25.70 29
Missouri $22.80 32
South Dakota $16.60 36

Kansas $15.50 37



Developmental Disabilities Expenditures: Nebraska {2005-09)

Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

DD Waiver - DD Aid (State Total DD-

Medicaid Only) Related Per Capita
(Millions) Expenditures
FY 2005 $115.3 $19.4 $134.7 $79
FY 2006 $126.3 $18.5 $144.8 $85
FY 2007 $136.2 $20.9 $157.1 $92
FY 2008 $145.7 $13.5 $159.3 $93
FY 2009 $163.9 $11.9 $175.8 $103

Behavioral Health Related Expenditures - Medicaid*: Nebraska {2005-09)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Total
Expenditures Per Capita
(Millions) Expenditures

FY 2005 $208.4 $122
FY 2006 $204.3 $119
FY 2007 $183.5 $107
FY 2008 $188.1 $110
FY 2009 $189.6 $111

*Includes prescribed drugs and services such as Inpatient Acute Psych, Adult Substance Abuse, 24
Hour Residential, Medicaid Rehab Option, Injectible Drugs, Outpatient, Wraparound, and Transportation.

Medicaid & CHIP Vendor Expenditures**: Nebraska (2005-09)
Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Children
Blind and (includes
Aged Disabled ADC Aduit CHIP) Total
(Millions)

FY 2005 $365.0 $566.6 $104 1 $360.9 $1,396.6
FY 2006 $356.2 $580.6 $102.0 $392.1 $1,430.9
FY 2007 $333.4 $586.0 $105.2 $414.2 $1,438.8
FY 2008 $341.1 $610.6 $105.5 $439.5 $1,496.8
FY 2009 $345.6 $639.8 $108.7 $444.4 $1,538.4

**Medicaid & CHIP expenditures include expenditures for DD waiver services and behavioral health
services



Medicaid & CHIP Average Monthly Cost per Eligible**: Nebraska (2005-09)

Source: Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services

Children

Blind and (includes
Aged Disabled ADC Aduit CHIP) Total
FY 2005 $1,663 $1,644 $367 $235 $586
FY 2006 $1,616 $1,630 $361 $253 $594
FY 2007 $1,526 $1,621 $387 $265 $596
FY 2008 $1,588 $1,664 $423 $276 $617
FY 2009 $1,628 $1,695 $419 $272 $619

**Medicaid & CHIP expenditures include expenditures for DD waiver services and behavioral health
services



Nebraska’s Legislative Planning Database
Natural Resources

This benchmark examines Nebraska’s natural resources by reviewing four broad areas: Air quality, Land
quality and waste, Water quality, and Energy. The most currently available data at the time the data files
were put together are used. Additional information can be found from the Department of Natural
Resources http://www.dnr.state.ne.us/, the Department of Environmental Quality
http://www.deq.state.ne.us/, and the Nebraska Energy Office http://www.neo.ne.gov/.

Air Quality

As measured by air pollution emissions, Nebraska's air quality was high. In 2009, Nebraska recorded 8.0
micrograms of fine particles per cubic meter. This was the 42nd lowest in the nation and in the middle of
the region, Colorado, South Dakota, North Dakota, and Wyoming had lower levels of emissions.

Land Quality and Waste

Nebraska recorded 13 hazardous waste sites on the national priority list in 2008. This was the 20th
largest number of sites in the United States. For toxic chemical releases in 2007, Nebraska was among .
the highest in the region but ranked 32nd nationally. However, for toxic surface water discharges
Nebraska ranked highest regionally and 3rd in the nation.

Nebraska’s community water systems were more likely to have reported health-based violations than its
neighboring states in 2009. In fact, at 23.0 percent of its community water systems with reported
health-based violations, Nebraska was more than 10 percentage points higher than any of its
neighboring states. These community water systems were mostly likely to be smaller, as the 23.0
percent of the systems represented 11.1 percent of the population served.

Energy

Electricity in Nebraska costs less than the United State, and the gap is widening. In 2008, the average
price per kilowatt hour was 6.58 cents in Nebraska and 9.74 cents nationally. Nebraska’s cost was 67.6
percent of the national cost in 2008, a significant drop from 84.8 percent of the national average in
1990. It is interesting to note that Nebraska’s 2008 cost of 6.58 cents perr KHW was about the same as
the national average (6.57 cents per KWH) in 1990. Nebraska’s electricity cost ranked 45th nationally.
Wyoming was the only state in the region with lower electricity costs.

Nebraska was a relatively high user of energy, but because of lower costs, energy expenditures were not
as high. In 2006, Nebraska’s energy consumption was 374 million BTUs per person. This ranked 18th
when compared to the national average. The coal and oil producing states of Wyoming and North
Dakota were by far the largest energy consumers in the region. In 2006, Nebraska spent more than $7.1
million on energy. This ranked 38th nationally.



The cost of electricity varied widely throughout the state. The cheapest power in the state during 2008
was produced by the Western Area Power Administration (hydro power) at 2.18 cents per KWH. The
most expensive was from the Niobrara Electric Association at 12.54 cents per KWH.

Nebraska ranked relatively low in the percentage of electricity generated through renewable resources.
Nationally, 8.5 percent of the electricity generated in 2007 came from renewable resources, but only 1.9
percent of Nebraska’s electricity was generated from renewable resources. Nebraska ranked 42nd in the
generation of electricity using renewable resources. In the region, South Dakota ranked 4th nationally,
generating 50 percent of its electricity from renewable sources, most likely hydroelectricity.



Nebraska Legislative Planning Committee
Discussion of Natural Resources Policy

John R. Bartle and Patrick Wheeler, University of Nebraska at Omaha

Air Quality

Fine particle emissions are an important measure of air quality; as indicated in the accompanying
table, Nebraska rates well on that indicator. The other criteria that determine air quality are
nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, ozone, and lead. Ozone concentrations can
affect lung functioning and the respiratory system and is harmful to asthmatics. Although the
Omaha metropolitan area currently meets the ozone standard, it is trending toward
nonattainment. According to the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, “EPA
proposed a new (and lower) ozone standard in the Jan. 19, 2010 Federal Register. When the rule
is finalized, the Omaha/Council Bluffs area may be significantly impacted if its levels of ozone
pollution are above the regulatory limits.” Once nonattainment designations are declared, state
and local governments have three years to develop implementation plans to address the problem.
It is important to avoid this problem, not only for the legal and administrative concerns created
by non-compliance, but for health reasons and associated health care costs.

Land Quality and Waste

The EPA’s Toxic Chemical Release Inventory shows that in 2009 the largest sources of toxic
chemical releases in Nebraska are surface water discharges, landfills and point source air
emissions. Surface water discharges in Nebraska are the highest in the region. Point source
contaminants have been reduced over time, however non-point source run-off is a larger
problem, due in part to nitrate contamination from feedlots and fertilizer facilities. Agrichemical
contamination of surface and ground water is also a concern. The other states in the region that
have high levels of toxic discharges (Missouri, lowa and Minnesota) have more discharges from
point source air discharges than other sources.

Energy

The price of electricity in Nebraska is lower than the national average. Overall, Nebraska is 67.6
percent of the average, 70 percent for residential consumers, 64 percent for commercial, and 76
percent for industrial consumers. Perhaps as a result of this lower price, consumption is higher.
While lower electricity costs have many advantages, it also inhibits conservation and the
development of alternative sources of energy. Nationally, 9.3 percent of the electricity generated
in 2008 came from renewable resources (3.1 percent non-hydro), but only 1.9 percent of
Nebraska’s electricity was generated from renewable resources (0.8 percent non-hydro).



Nebraska ranked 45™ in the generation of electricity using renewable resources. In the region,
South Dakota ranked high in use of hydroelectric power, while Minnesota and Iowa ranked third
and fourth nationally in non-hydro renewable energy (10.7 and 8 percent respectively).
Nebraska was last in the region in all renewable power and next to last for non-hydro renewable
power (only Missouri had less at 0.3 percent). So while Nebraska is in a good position now, it is
vulnerable to long-term changes in the energy market because of its reliance on non-renewable
sources of energy.

References

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, “Ground Level Ozone,”
http://www.deq.state.ne.us/




Nebraska Legislative Planning Database - Natural Resources
Air Quality

Air Pollution Emissions, Regional Comparison: 2009
Source: America’s Health Rankings (2009), United Heaith Foundation

Micrograms ot
Fine Particles

per Cubic
State Meter Rank
Missouri 11.9 18
lowa 10.5 28
Kansas 99 32
Minnesota 8.6 39
Nebraska 8.0 42
Colorado 7.7 43
South Dakota 7.5 46
North Dakota 5.6 49
Wyoming 53 50

Note: The average exposure of the general pubkic to particuiate matter of 2.5 microns or less in size (PM2.5).

Land Quality and Waste

Hazardous Waste Sites on the National Priority List: 2004 and 2008
Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Supplementary Materials (2004 and 2008)

Total Sites

State 2004 2008 2008 Rank
United States 1,286 1,301

North Dakota 0 0 1
South Dakota 2 2

Wyoming 2 2 4
lowa 13 12 15
Kansas 12 12 15
Nebraska 12 13 20
Colorado 18 20 32
Minnesota 24 25 34

Missouri 26 29 36



Toxic Chemical Releases: 2007
Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) Program, 2007

Total On- and
Off-site
State Releases Rank
United States 4,080.00 -
Missouri 96.8 16
lowa 43.4 29
Nebraska 32.9 32
Minnesota 28.1 34
Kansas 26.2 35
Colorado 24 .4 36
North Dakota 221 38
Wyoming 155 42
South Dakota 7.8 44

Toxic Releases: Total Surface Water Discharges: 2007
Source: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Toxic Release Inventory (TRI) Program, 2007

Toxic Percent of
Releases National
State (Pounds) Total Rank
United States 231,680,711 - -
Nebraska 17,409,779 7.5 3
lowa 3,445,959 1.5 21
Colorado 3,357,389 14 23
South Dakota 2,424,482 1.0 29
Minnesota 2,072,875 0.9 30
Missouri 1,690,965 0.7 32
Kansas 586,162 0.3 35
North Dakota 82,123 0.0 42

Wyoming 9,916 0.0 47



Water Quality

Water System Data: 2009
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