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TESTIMONY.

EXTRAOT FROM SENATE JOURNAL.

JANUARY 29TH, 1883, PAGE 7.

* * * * * * * *
Mr. Conner offered the following resolution and on motion of

Mr. McShane the rules were suspended and the same adopted:

" WHEREAS, It is asserted by divers and sundry persons that
unlawful, severe, and brutal cruelty is exercised by the officers
and employes of the Insane Asylum towards the patients therein
confined and that great and unnecessary extravagance exists in
the management of said institution, and

WHEREAS, The lawful, human~, and economical management
of said institution is a matter of great public concern, therefore
be it

Resolved, That a oommittee of three be appointed by the

President of the Senate whose duty it shall be to investigate
said charges and report the same to the Senate at as early a day
as practicable; and 'for this purpose said committee is author
ized to send for persons and papers."

* * * * * * * ~.

EXTRACT FRON SENATE JOURNAL.

J ANUARY 30TH, 1883, PAGE 20.

"In accordance with the resolution previously adopted the
Chair appointed Senators Conner, Rogers, and Schoenheit, a
special committee to investig-ate and report upon the charges of
unlawful, severe, and brutal cruelty against the inmates of the
Asylum for the Insane as practiced by the officers and employes
of that institution."
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TESTIMONY OF ANTON HOUSER.

Question. What is your name, and age, and where do you
reside?
. Answer. Anton Houser; I am 51 years old; reside in Lin

coln.

Q. State if you have any personal knowledge of the man·
agement of the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and if so state how
that knowledge was obtained?

A. Yes, got knowledge from seeing it.

Q. State if you have any personal knowledge of acts of neg
lect or cruelty being efrercised by the officers or employes of the
Nebraska Insane Asylum towards any of the patients therein
confined?

A. I have, many.

Q. State specifically, and in detail what acts of neg-Iect or
cruelty ~you are personally cognizant of, and as near as you can
the time and place such acts of neglect or cruelty occurred?

A. I seen several times, the guards throw the patients into
the gangway, and I seen them outside several times too; once a
patient come out and took hold of a mortar hoe, and then one of the
guards took him by the arm, and took him away; the patient
said ." I am doing nothing wrong;" at the same time another
guard come and punch him, the patient, in the stomach with
his fist, and the third guard come and took hold of him, and all
three of the guards threw him down, some of the guards choked
him and hit him with their fists on the stomach.

Q. State the condition of the patient when he got up and
what become of him?

A. When the patient got up he was all bloody; his neck and
face full of blood. After this the patient walked away to lum
'bel' pile.

Q. State when this occurred as near as you can?
A. This was about July, 1882. Don't know the patient's

name or the guard's name. He; the patient, had an Odd Fel-
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low's pin. I did not see Dr. Mathewson there when this oc
curred. This occurred at the north wing of the Nebraska In
sane Asylum. There were present at the same titne Christ
Koolr-Daily, foreman for Charles Bullock, who was doing the
stone work on the north wing. I also saw two Bohemians.

Cross-examined by Dr. Mathewson:

I know Dr. Mathewson; don't know Dr. Hay; I did not let
Dr. Mathewson know of this act of cruelty; I did not say any
thing to the officers at the Asylum, but did tell about it in Lin-
coln. .

Q. Did the patient during the occurrence you have narrated
sho,v any disposition to fight or resist?

A. The patient did not show any fight or resistance.

By Dr. Mathew'son:

Q. When one guard came did he go along with the guards?
A. Don't know whether he would or not; the second guard

took a hold of him before he made a show to do anything.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Did the third guard come before they could get him
away?

A. They did not try to get him away; all three of them
threw him right down on the ground.

By Dr. Mathewson:
Q. Do you know the man's name?
A. No sir, I do not.

By Dr. ~lathewson:

Q. Do you know where the blood came from that was on the
patient's face?

A. Suppose it came from scratching about the face; his vest
was torn off.

By A. G. Kendall:

Q. Which one of the guards scratched the patient?
A. I do not know which one of them it ,vas; I think it was·

the third one, as he choked the patient and they threw him •
down. ANTON HOUSER.
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TESTIMONY OF CHRIST KULLER.

Q. State your name, age, and place of residence, and occupa_
tion?

A. My name is Christ KuHer; age 43 years:; residence, Lin
coln, Nebraska; occupation, daily laborer.

Q. State if you have any knowledge of acts of neglect or
cruelty being "exercised by the officers or employes of the N e
braska Ineane Asylum towards any of the patients therein con
fined?

A. I have, I seen something.

Q. State what you sa)v, and when?
A. When I worked there I seen the attendants let the pa

tients out; there come a patient to move the mortar-box, and
told me this was hard work. I told the patient it was; the pa
tient said he would try it; the patient took hold of the hoe and
commenced to mix mortar; two of the attendants come and took
hold pf him; the patient told them to let him alone; they led
him away, 0 hold of each arm; every now and then they
lJunched him in the stomach with their fists; the patient bent
down to prevent the strokes hurting him, and every now and
then they straightened him up by jerking his head up; then the
third attendant come; when the third one come they throwed the
patient on the ground, and they choked him, and got their knees
on his breast and stomach. I went to the attendants and told
them to let the patient alone, he had done nothing', then they
let him up, and one of the attendants come after me and threat
ened to whip me for interfering. The patient's clothes were
torn, his neck was bloody, and he was bloody about the nose.
The patient made considerable noise when they had him down.
When he got up he cried and sat down on sorne lumber. He
looked as though he was badly hurt, was blue in the face;
looked as though he had not been in the Asylum long, did not
look sickly.

• Q. When was this ?
A. About July or August, 1882.
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Q. Do you know anything else?
A. Shortly before the last occurrence two of the patients were

scuffiing with one another; one of the attendants came and took
one of the patients at back part of the head and kicked the pa
tient in the knees and threw him down like a piece of wood.
The patient got up, and in four or five minutes afterwards took
the cramps, and they carried him in the house.

Q. Do you know anything else?
A. I don't remember anything else.

Q. Cross-examined by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Did they throw one or both of the patients down who
were scuffiing?

A. Threw one of them down.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Do you know me or Dr. Hays?
A. Don't know either of you.

Q. Do you know the attendant who was present?
A. Know them by sight, but not by name. The attendant

who threw down the patient who was scuffiing was one of the
attendants \vho helped to throw the first man do\vn I have testi
fied about.

Q. Which one of the three who threw the first man down
yon.have testified about was it who helped throw the second pa
tient down?

A. Think it was th.e one who took the first patient I have
testified to by the throat.

Q. Did you ever report these o·ccurrences to any of the offi
cers of the Asylum or state officers having charge of the Asy
lum?

A. I did not; don't know any of them.
OHRIST KULLER.
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TESTIMONY OF CHARLES STURM.

Q. State your name, age, and place of residence and occupa
tion.

A. Charles Sturm, age, thirty-six years old; residence, Lin
coln, Nebraska; occupation., teamster.

Q. State specifically and in de.tail, what acts of neglect or
cruelty you are personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum, and as near as you can the time and place such acts of
neglect or cruelty occurred.

A. I seen a case there at the Asylum with one patient and
two attendants; the patient had a fit, and during the time he had
a fit two of the attendants jumped onto him, one of them strad
dled him, laid right onto his breast, and the other one had a hold
of him around his knees; the one who set straddle of him across
his breast, took both thumbs and set them on the patient's throat
and held hitn there for four or five minutes, the other one was
punching or striking him wherever he could get a chance at
him, reached around everywhere. Then the one that sat strad
dle of him jerked him up and the patient had some slippers
around there, (he had lost them off) attendant said to patient,
put on your slippers, the patient could not stand up alone for he
was not out of the fit. quite. Then the attendant took slippers
and put them onto him, and when slippers were onto him he
got right behind him and shoved him up to the door rapidly. and
he slung him down again right at the door. Then the other
attendant come. Then I looked particularly to see what I could
see; the second attendant helped take a hold of him. I went up

.close, I see the patient had b'ood around his mouth and nose,
then they took him into the door and shut the door. The last
attendant walked .back again t~ where the other patients were
about two minutes after the other attendant come out of the door
again blowing and puffing. ' The patient was a strong, healthy
map., would weigh ahout 180 po.unds;. have se.ep. patient before,.
helped him out of a fit one time. Don't know his name.

By Mr. Schoenhite:
Q. What did the patient do at the time the attendants
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jumped on him as you have testified to-explain particularly the
. patient's manner and acts.

A. The patient was down with afit; he was lying still, only
jerking a little with the fit at the time the attendants jumped
onto him.

Q. Explain the particular acts of. the attendants at the time
they jumped onto the patient, whether it appeared to be in
rudeness or ,vhether it was neces8ary, as you saw.

A. I think it was not necessary for the patient was laying
still there as any- one 'would who 'had fits; did nqt doanythin~
that I could see; it looked to me as though they would as leave
choke him to death as not, so rapidly they 'went at him, punch
ing and choking him,; I did not say anything because I did not
know I had a right to do so; had a notion to do so; did not in
terefere with the attendants, because I was afraid; they were big,
strapping fellows.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. When did this occur?
A. This was last of N ovembe.r or first of December., 1882.

Q. Do you know me or Dr. Hay?
A. I do know both.

Q. Was either of us present at that time?
A. I did not see either of you.

Q. Do you kno\v either of attendants' names?
A. I do n9t, but I do know them when I see them; do not

know the patient's name.

Q. You say these were both large men?
A. One of them was large; the other a shortish man.

By A. G. Kendall:

Q. Did you ever report this case to the Asylum officials, or
the Board of Public La.nd::; and Buildings?

A. I did not report it at the Asylum or to the Board of Pub
lic Lands and Buildings; have talked with different men about
Lincoln.
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Q. Why did you not report this case to the officers of the pub-
lie lands and buildings?

A. I was not acquainted with the officers.

Q. To whom did you report the case in town?
A. Don't know who; have mentioned it in a crowd.

Q. Did you ever express a wish that the officers might be in-
formed of this case?

A. No, I did not; thought it was none of my business.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Are you sure the patient was thrown down at the door,
or did he fall in resisting the attendant?

A. I am sure attendant slun~ him down; this was the large
attendant?

c. STURM.

TESTIMONY OF ALECK BROSTROM.

Q. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. Aleck Brostrom; aged 32 years; residence, Lincoln; oc

cupation, teamster.

Q. State specifically and in detail what acts of neglect or cru
elty you are personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum, and as near as you can the time and place such acts of
neglect or cruelty occurred?

A. In the latter part of November or first part of December,
1882, I seen patients out exercising; looked at patients; saw a
p~tient kind of playing with his slipper, and the attendant told
him to put it on, then went up to him and got hold of slipper
hinlself, looked away, don't know how patient got down. When
I looked again, saw an attendant straddle of him across his breast;
anothe~ attendant was sitting on his legs, striking him with his
fists whenever he could get a chance to strike him; they had
him down fully five minutes, and then raised him up and shoved
him up towards the building and got him down again; did not

~, ~
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\ see them throw him do,vn, but he was down when I saw hilll,
and one of the attendants was choking him again (the one who·
choked him before), the second attendant was also there; a third
attendant came up and said, don't strike him any more; then
they let him loose and raised him up from the ground; he was so
wore out he could not stand by himself, so they put h~nl into the
door of the Asylum.

By A. H. Conner:'

Q. Did either of the attendants choke him when he was first
down?

A. Yes,.sir.

Q. How severely did the attendant choke him?
A. Choked him with both thumbs, so that he frothed at his

mouth.

Q. Is this the only act of cruelty within your knowledge?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know either of the attendant's names?
A. No, sir.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Can you describe the two attendants?
A. One of them about five foot ten inches, the other about

as tall but not so heavy-a pale looking fellow-heaviest one had
moustache.

Q. Did you know me at that time, or Dr. Hay, or either
of us?

A. I knew both of you?

Q. Was either of us present?
A. No; I did not see either of you; I saw Dr. Mathewson

at the porch as I went along the building with my team before
this occurred.

Q. You never said anything about it to Dr. Hay or I, did
you?

A. No, sir.
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Q. You knew it was an act of cruelty did you not ? You
. knew I had the oversight of the patients did you not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Why did you not speak to me about it?
A. I was going to town; did not have time to do it; did not

~now I had the right to.

Q. Did you "speak to anyone about it?
A. No, sir.

Q. How did anyone know about this circumstance?
A. I was working there almost all summer, and they knew

I was working there; then they thought I seen some actions
about it, and that is the reason they brought me up.

By Mr. Kendall:

Q. How far were you from the two attendants and the pa-
tient at the time they were choking him?

A. About fifty feet, not any more.

By Dr. Math.ewson:
Q. You must have seen him all the time; then you stopped

your team?

.A. Yes, sir, I stopped the team.
ALECK BROSTROM.

TESTIMONY OF CHARLEY BERGSTROM.

Q. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. Charley Bergstrom; aged 22 years; residence, Lincoln;

occupation, day laborer.

Q. State specifically and in detail what acts of neglect or cru
elty you are personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum, and as near as you can the time and place such acts of
neglect or ·cruelty occurred?

.A. One day about last of November, 1882, I saw good many
patients out taking exercise, and sa\v one patient laying on the

:'
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ground, and two attendants were on him and beat him pretty
bad; they beat him a good while and then raised him up and
took him up to the house. I saw him down at the door again;
don't know how he got down; the same attendants struck him
and kicked him in the breast, stomach, and sides; one of the at
tendants said, "don't hurt him any more;" had him down at
the door a few minutes; I thought some blood came from his
nose, but I am not sure. This is all I saw; saw no other acts of
cruelty to talk about.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. You only saw two men at the door?
A. Yes, sir. . .

Q. Do you know attendants?
A. No, I do not.

Q. Can you describe them?
A. No, I cannot.

Q. Do you know me or Dr. Hay?
A. I saw you out there; did not know whether you were a

doctor or not.

Q. Did you see me or Dr. Hay at that time?
A. Think I saw yo~ in crowd; ,vas so busy did not look

much.

Q. What was I doing?
A. Doing nothing; looking at the crowd. I am· not sure I

saw you; thought I did. This is the same case testified to by
Charley Sturm and Alex. Brostrom.

Q. Was it near the door you saw me, or back in the yard
where they first threw patient down?

A. It was back in the yard.

Q. Are you as sure you saw me there as you are of anything
else you have sworn to't

A. No, I am not; I saw a person like you; he had white
,vhiskers like you.
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Q. What did that man do that you took for me ?
A. He looked at the other patients in the yard who were

taking exercise.

Q. Did you ever speak to Dr. Hay, or I, about this affair?
A. No, sir; I spoke to Mr. Brostrom and Charley Sturm.

Q. Was Mr. Daily there?
A. I don't know.

By A. G. Kendall: Having Dr. Mathewson stand up so wit
ness could see him, asks the following question:

Q. Do you think this IS the man you saw there?
A. I think Dr. Mathewson looks bigger than the man I saw

there.

Q. Was the man you saw dressed like Dr. Mathewson?
A. Don't remember how he was dressed; was not dressed so

very well.
CHARLEY BERGSTROM.

TESTIMONY OF MAJOR MOORE.

Q.- State your name, age, place of residence, and occupation?
A. My name is Maj or Moore; aged 25; residence, Li ncoln ;

at present time assistant janitor at State House.

Q. State speciffically and in detail what acts of neglect or
cruelty you are personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum, and as near as you can, the time and place such acts of
neglect or cruelty occurred?

A. About five years ago-this may have been only three
years ago-it was the year Gen. Grant returned from his trip
around the world, I was employed by Messrs. More & Krone,
contractors for the south and north wing of the Insane Asylum.
My business was mortar-making. During the time I was there
it seemed to be a custom for the guards to take the patients out
for exercise. One morning there was one patient who did not
want to go the way they wanted him to go. The guard pulled

III
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him around the way the guard wanted him to go. The patient
made some effort to go in another direction. The guard flew
into a passion and kicked the pat.ient in the front part, about the
bowels; the patient fell down; don't know whether from kick
or not; while the patient wa.s down the guard raised his foot
and stamped him twice to my knowledge; the guard then raised
him up, and says to him, will ~you go? dcw.'t know what patient
said; seemed to be wild; so guard pushed him right on before
him the way he wanted him to go.

Q. Who was superintendent of the Insane Asylum at that
time?

A. Dr. Mathewson.

Q. Was the patient bloody or bleeding that you saw?
A. Did not see any blood.

Q. At which wing did this occur?
A. North wing; don't know attendant's name.

Q. Do you know the patient's name?
A. No, I do not.

Q. How long were you there?
A. From 18th of June to 15th of September.

Q. Did you ever see any other abuse of patients?
A. I can't really say I have; I knew Dr. Mathewson, also

Dr. Hay; neither Dr. Mathewson or Dr. Hay were in sight at
that time.

Q. Did you mention this case to any of the officers of the
Asylum or employes?

A. No, sir; did not; talked to the handa on the building
I thought it was abuse, he being insane, but did not consider it
my business; I was there simply to make mortar.

By A. G. Kendall:
Q. Did you ever inform any of the state board having con

trol of the Asylum of this occurrance?
A. I did not.

MAJOR MOORE.
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TESTIMONY OF rrHOMAS CARNAHAN.

Q. State your name, age, place of residence, and occupation?
A. Thomas Carnahan; aged 33 years; reside in Lincoln;

occupation, fireman at post office.

Q. State speciffically and in detail what acts of neglect or
cruelty you are personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum, and as near as you can, the time and place such acts of
neglect or cruelty occurred ?

A. I worked for More & Krone five or six years; they were
contractors for the south wing. Sometime during the last part
of July, 1878, or 1879, there was a woman in Asylum who
said she was sent from Omaha, and she said she was not crazy,
and that the Dr. Mathewson nlistreated her all the time, and she
was standing at a window in third story (I think) on the east side
of the building. She was telling us how she got her leg broke
in Omaha. While she was talking, the Dr. Mathewson came
up; she said, I must be going; the Dr. don't allow me to talk
to anyhody; and just as she said that, the Dr. came up and
caught her by the shoulder aud pulled her; she hung on to the
grates, and he put his hand on her throat, and I g-uess he choked
her; he pushed her back into the roonl, away from the window.
I heard the Dr. say so'lnething-, but could not tell what it was.

By Senator Schoeheit :

Q. What was the manner in which he took hold of the pa
tient, was it rude or mild?

A. It was pretty rough; he came right up and commenced
pulling on her arln. She held on to the grate and he took her
by the throat.

Q. Did you see Dr. Mathewson at the time, and did he ap
pear to be excited and angry?

A. I seen the Dr. at the time; I should think he was angry
from the way he jerked her at the window.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Do you know this patient's name?
A. No, sir.

Ii
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Q. You say I came and took her· by the arm?

A. Yes, sir; by the shoulder, like.

Q. Did I take the patient by the throat, or put my arm
around her neck?

A. You took her by the throat.

Q. Did you see any of the attendants there at that time?
A. No, sir; did not see one.

Q. Do you know there were more than three there in sight?
A. Don't know whether there was or not; did not see any

of them there at that time.

Q. Do you know anything of a patient getting out of the
hole at the end of the building where men were at work, and
going away?

A. Don't recollect of anything of that kind; was not there
all the time.

Q. You did not hear of some colored men taking out bricks,
and assisting a patient to escape, did you?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. Did you hear of colored men or anyone else making a
hole in the wall for the purpose of allowing a patient to escape?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. Did this patient offer you money to help her get out of
the building?

A. All the money she offered or said she would give was that
she would pay some one to bring a note to Priest, in Lincoln.

Q. Did she show you any money?
A. Don't think she did.

Q. Did she tell you she had ,money?
A. She said her brother had money; think it was her brother.

Q. Did she tell you if you helped her out you would be paid
for it by her brother, or anyone else?

A. She said I would be paid for it, or anyone who would
help her out would be paid.
. 2
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Q. Did you know that woman did get aut?
A. No, sir.

By A. G. Kendall:

Q. Where were you standing when you saw Dr. Mathewson
approach the patient?·

A. I was sitting on the eastside of the building near the
south end.

Q. Were you on the ground?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far from the building?
A. About ten or fifteen steps from the building.

Q. Did you ever report this case to the board of public lands
and buildings?

A.K0, sir; I did not know who they were.

.By A. H. Connor.:

Q. Did you or any other person within your knowledge, in
any way, try to assist this or any other patient to escape from
the.Asylum ?

A. No, sir.

By Dr. Mathewsonc:

Q. Was this a large or small woman?
A. She was what I would call a large woman.

THOMAS CARNAHAN.

TESTIMONY OF JOHN ROBINSON.

Q. State your name, age, place of residence, and occupation.
A. John Robinson; age, 33; residence, Lincoln; occupa

tion, laborer.

Q. State specifically and in detail what acts of cruelty or neg-

.'
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lect you are personally cognizant with at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum, and as near as you can, the time and place such acts of
neglect or cruelty occurred?

A. I was working on the north end of the Asylum, attend
ing mason, about three years ago last fall. One day, while at
work, heard a noise in the Asylum; I looked into the window;
a patient and an attendant were scuffling; finally the attendant
strnck the patient in the face with his fist, and then he had him
down and he ohoked the patient severely. At this time another
patient came up to the window crying, he had a note wrapped up
in his hand and wanted me to take it, and said we did not know
how badly they were treated there. The patient was badly hurt;.
did not see any blood; the patient was dark in the face; attend
ant had patient down three or four minutes; hands on his throat
choking him. The patient staggered a litte when he got up, and
they took him in er;ome place; don't know name of patient, or
the attendant; he struck patient a lick or two while he was
down; think he, the attendant, struck him, the patient, about
twice before he got him down. I know of another act of cruelty;
this was out doori; north side of building; about a week after
the first occurrence. The guard brought the patients outside of
building; one of the patients, ,a man who would weigh about
130 pounds, kept walking around in a circle; after while he
seemed to act as though he wanted to go towards the barn. An
attendant walked up to him and turned him around and said,
what is the matter of you, and would push him back towards
the other patients, and the patient would come back again in the
direction of the barn. The guard caught hold of him again and
struck him with his fist, and kicked him, and got the patient
down; he then hammered him a while with his fists-the pa
tient's nose was bleeding-the attendant pulled him up, and he
could not go good; another attendant helped the first attendant
take the patient in the ~sylum. The first attendant kicked the
patient after he w~s down; kicked him in the belly and sides.
The patient would draw himself up; the attendant kicked· him
about four times-the patient said nothing-the patient looked
awful sickly and weak; never saw this patient afterwards; don't
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know his name; don't know attendant's name; know of no
oth~r act of cruelty.

Q. When you worked there did you know me, or Dr. Hay,
.or Mr. Taylor?

A. I knew Dr. M~thewson by sight; did not know Dr. Hay,
or Mr. 'raylor.

Q. Did you ever mention these circumstances you have men
tioned to me ?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. Did you see me anywhere about at the time of these oc-
currences?

A. No, sir; I did not.

By A. G. Kendall :

Q. Did you ever mention to the 130ard of Public Lands a.nd
Buildings, or any of its mem"bers, any of these circumstances?

A. No, sir; I did not know who these men were.

his
JOHN X ROBINSON.

mark.

TESTIMONY OF ANDREW NETTLES.

Q. State your name, age, residence, and occupation? ,
A. Andrew Nettles; age, 33 years; residence, Lincoln; oc

cupation, laborer.
Q. State specifically and in detail what acts of cruelty or

neglect you are personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane
Asylum., and as near as you can, the ti"?-e and place such acts
of neglect or cruelty oceurred ? .

A. Last, October I was carrying brick at the Asylum on
north wing. The attendants had the patients out walking
around, about 4 0'clock in the evening. One of the attendants
caught hold of one of the patients, and cOlumenced shoving him,

XJ



1 (21)

and snatched him around. The attendant raised up his arm and
struck him three times in the side. The patient spoke to the
guard and said, you hit me as though I was a damned dog. Then
the attendant reached dO'wn and picked up a half of a brick
and struck the patient right in the butt of the ear. The patient
fell on his face. The attendant caught him by his feet, and
headed him right over-at that time another attendant run up
and said, don't hurt him any more. The first attendant reached
down and caught the patient by his arms, and the other attend
ant caught him by his feet, and they carried him in the Asylum.
I asked the first attendant if they were going to kill the patient,
and he would not exchange any words with me. Then I ran
back into the building, to get the boys to come out and see it
when I came back they were gone 'with him. This is all I know
about it; saw nothing else.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. What do you mean when you say the attendant caught
hi.n1 by his feet and headed him right over?

A. I mean that the patient was laying on his face on the
ground, and that the attendant reached.down and caught hinl by
his feet and lifted him up aud turned him heels over head on
his back.

Q. What was the condition of the patient while on the
ground after receiving the lick with the half brick; was he quiet

, and lifeless, or was he kicking and trying to get up?
A. The patient never moved. I was within six feet of him.

Q. Did he seem lifeless and like a dead man?
A: He seemed like a man that was dead when they carried

him in; did not seem to move at all.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Do you know the attendant who did this?
A. I don't know him by name; know him by sight; was a

large, tall man.

Q. You say this was a tall man; did he ,have whiskers?
A. Yes, sir; did not have whiskers; did not nt>tice about

moustache.
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Q. What kind of a man was it who helped to carry him in ?
A. It was a low, chunky man, with black moustache.

Q. Do you know the patient?
A. No, sir; I did not know him. I know you; .I do not

know Dr. liay; knew Taylor, the steward.

Q. Did you ever mention this circumstance to either of' -us?
A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. You thought that was all outrageous abuse, did you not?
A. I did.
Q. Why did you not tell me about it ?
A. Because you were not anywhere present. I asked the

man who goes round fixing the pipes,and that was the way
they treat you all out here, and he said yes; and then I thought
it was no business of mine if he said yes.

Q. Was the man who fixes the pipes a patient?
A. Yes, sir.

By A. G. Kendall:

Q. Did you ever inform any member of the Board of Public
Lands and Buildings of this circumstance?

A. No, sir; I did not; did not know that it was my business;
talked to white folks about it. That night when I came home
there was a. white man at my house, with a machine, and we got
to talking about it. I told him it was done; he wanted me
to get into his buggy and go up to town with him ~and report'
it. I said to him, if the white people can't see after their own
nation, I don't care to see after it; I made no further talk about
it after that. '

Q. If the patient had been a colored man would you have re
ported it?

A. I told the boys if that had been a colored man I would
have" tore his head to the fat." I said to Mr. Hughes, that is
the way with the white men; for a little money they will allow 2;
a man to kill his nation.

Q. Do ypu consider you have done your duty as a citizen of
the state, in failing to notify the authorities of this case?
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A. I asked a white man about it, and he would not give me
any sa.tisfaction at all, and I did not go any further with it.

Q. Was the white man you asked, the mall you found at
your house when you got back there in the evening?

A. No, sir; it was Mr. Hughes and Mr. Bowman.

Q. Do I understand you to say that when you came home
you found a white man at your house, who asked you to get into
his buggy and go with him and notify the authorities about
this case and that you refused to do so ?

A. Yes, sir.

By A. H. Conn~r;

Q. Are you interested in any way or manner in the removal
of Dr. Mathewson from the control of the Insane Asylum; or
are you in any way influenced by outside parties to so testify, as
to ~ecure his removal?

A. No, sir; I am not interested in his removal, and am in no ..
way influenced by outside parties. I have never seen anything
wrong with Dr. Mathewson since I have worked there.

his
ANDREW X NETTLES.

mark.

TESTIMONY OF BELT HAWKINS.

Q. State your name, age, residence, and occupation?
A. Belt Hawkins; aged 35; residence, Lincoln; occupation,

brick layer.

Q. State specifically what acts of cruelty or neglect you are
personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and as
near as you can, the time and place such acts of neglect or cru-
elty occurred? ; ,

A. I think it 'was in 1878, on the second floor of the Asylum,
I saw a patient choked most severely. '
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By A. H. Conner:

Q. What was the patient doing, or what' had he done that
led to his being choked?

A. I cannot answer; I do not know.

Q. How near was you to the patient at the time of the chok-
ing you have sworn to?

A. About 25 or 80 feet, I think.

Q. Who choked the patient? Was he an attendant?
A. I think he was an attendant; don't know' his name.

Q. Describe the patient as near as you can?
A. About a middle sized man, I think; about 35 or 40 years

old; appeared to be delicate.

Q. Describe how the choking ,vas done?
A.· The patient was down on the floor, and the attendant was

on top of him, choking him around the throat.

, Q. Did the patient seem to be badly punished; was his face
colored?

A. Yes, sir; he seemed to be badly punished; his face was
colored.

Q. What became of the patient when the attendant quit
choking him?

A. .The attendant took him up, and led him off to the cell.

Q. Did you know the patient's name?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you, or do you now know the name of the attendant?
A. No, sir.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Do you know he was an attendant?
A. No, sir.

Q. What 80rt of looking man was he·?
A. I did not notice him much.

Q. Yon knew me when you were out there, did you not, and
Dr. Hay, and Mr. Taylor?
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A. I knew Dr. Mathewson and Mr. Taylor, but did -not
know Dr. Hay.

Q. Is this the same case referred to by next to the last wit-
ness, Mr. Robinson?

A. Yes, sir.
Q. Did you report this to me or any of the officers ?~

A. No, sir.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Did the person who done the choking you have testifie d
to, seem to be one in authority at the Asylum and with the pa
tients?

A. Yes, sir.

TESTIMONY OF O. T. ALDRICH.

Q. State your-name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. O. T. Aldrich; 39; Lincoln; carpenter.

Q. State specifically what acts of neglect or cruelty you are
personally cognizant of at the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and as
near as you can, the time and place such acts of neglec~ or cru-
elty occurred? .

A. During last month, about the middle, I was working be
tween the old and new wings, near the third ward on north wing.
My attention was attracted by a noise there, and I thought
would look and see what was. While looking, the first I heard,
saw a man, stranger to me, and he walked up to a patient and
said, what did you do that for; don't you know any better. than
that? (Next appearance of what he had done). Under the seat
was appearance of water, but did not see what ,vas done; did
not Bee anything farther. He don't know who it was but seemed
to have charge of the people, and said, don't you know any bet
ter, and then struck the patient, g'ot him down, slapped him, and
he sprawled out on the floor, and kicked him; think he kicked
him after he was down, but could not be positive; think he got
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up again; pushed him about the length of the haH, about 35 or
40 feet, when I lost sig-bt of him.

Q. State appearance of patient as to vigor and health?
A. Tbe patient was to appearance in poor health; made no

resistance; do not know name of patient, or ~uard; or at
tendant.

By J udge Maso~ :

Q. Did you learn the name of the guard afterwards?
A. No; I knew it was some one who had the right of gov-

erning.

Q. Did you inform Dr. Mathewson about it?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you take any steps to bring this to the notice' of Dr.
Mathewson?

A. No.

Q. Can you :fix the time of this?
A. I think it was about the middle of January.

By Dr. Matthewson

Q. You saw me frequently, did you not?
A. Yes.

Q. You did not see me in-the hall at the time?
A. No, sir; I was not looking out for you.

Q. Why did you not inform me?
A. I had my ·work to do and knew nothing about your prison.

Q. Can you describe the man, and do you think he was six
feet tall, or less?

A. I do not know?

Q. Did he have smooth face or whiskers?
A. Could not tell.

. 'By A. G. Kendall :

, Q. For whom are you working?

j
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A. Mr. ~an Alstyne.

Q. You state your attention was attracted by a noise; what
was it, a voice?

A. Yes.

Q. How could you see him?
A. Through the partition.

Q. Was there a hole there, and how large?
A. Yes; about the size of your finger.

Q. Did you ever inform any member of the Board of Public
Lands and Buildings? .

A. No.

Q. How long did you work there?
A. Since the middle of November till the present time.

Q. Thai was all t e abuse you saw, was it?
A. Yes, that was all I saw.

Q. Do you recognize that piece of board, (holding up a piece
of board).

A. I do not recognize it in this shape, but I recognize a part
of it.

Q.. Did you ever see anything through that hole?
A. No, sir; I dont know but I have :seen something through

that hole.

By Judge, Mason;

Q. Your means of judp;ing whether this- person was an at-
tendant there, was by the way he used his authority?

A. That was the only means I had.

By A. H. Connor:

Q. Did anyone else seem to be exercising authority there
than the person ,vho slapped and kicked the patient.

A. I did not see anyone.

o. T. ALDRICH.
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TESTIMONY OF C. F. DILLE.

State your name, age, residence, and occupation. l

A. C. F. Dille, thirty-five, Lincoln, stone-mason.

State in detail what acts af neglect or cruelty you are person
ally cognizant of occurring at the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and
as near as you can, the time and place such acts of neglect or
cruelty or neglect occurred.

Question by Dr. Mathewson.

I was the foreman for Keys & Bullock as a stone-mason The
only knowledge I have of cruelty or abuse by attendants was, as
the patients came out for exercise, one of them stopped at a pail
of water; he stepped four or :five steps out of line that he was
marching in, to get to the pail; just as he was in the act of tak
ing up the cup to get a drink, two of the attendants c~me to him
and rushed upon him together; he made sorne resistance to the
guards got a drink when the attendants took hold of him, and
one of them grabbed him by the threat and choked him and
jerked him partially down on his knees and kicked him and
jerked hinl up on his feet again, and rushed up him off to the
grounds of exerci~e. . This was not far from the middle of Au- .
gust, 1882.

Q. Are you acquainted with the patient?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you, or did you, know the name of either of the guards?
A No, sir.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. How long have you worked at the asylum?
A. During the last year I worked there fifty days.

Q. Did that time in~lude all the time that the helpers were )
there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Those helpers were both colored and white men?
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A. They were all white men.

Q. How much time ,vas you theJ:e two years ago, during the
building of the other wings?

A. I hardly know; something like fifteen days.

Q. You saw nothing out of the way in treatment of the pa-
tients two years ago?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see me anywhere about during this time?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see Dr. Hay, or Mr. Taylor, the steward, during
that circumstance?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did yeu mention it to anyone connected with the hos-
pital?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see me in the hall at the hospital a few days ago?
-A. I did.

Q. Did I ask you at that time if you had ever seen anything
out of the way in the treatment of patients?

A. He did.

Dr. Mathewson:

Q. What did you answer?
A. My answer was: Only one incident.

Q. Are you positive you answered me tha way?
A. I can't call to memory positive, but it seems to me it was

that.

Q. Are you sure you did not tell me no?
A. At first I told you no; and upon a moment's thought this

afHl.ir occurred to me, and you said this was not the one you
thought of.

Q. Did you not say it was of no consequence?
A. I can't say as to that.
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By A. G. Kendall:

Q. Did you ever inform any of the Board of P. L. and B.
about this?

A. I did not.

Q. Why not?
A. Because I had talked with others, and they said it was of

no avail.

Q. Did anyone cite you to such a case?
A. I can't say that they did.

Q. Who was it told you that it was of no avail to tell the
Board?

A. I can't give any names.

Q. Do you know the name of the man that told you.
A.. I don't know. .

Q. Do you Know the two persons whom you have described
as beiug atlendants, were attendants?

A. I do.

Q. How do you know?
A. I see them on the grounds every day, and talked with

them.

By A. G. Kendall :

Q. Did they tell you they were attendants?
A. They did not.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Did these parties you saw slap and kick the patients, ex
ercise authority over the patients?

A.. I knew they were guards or attendants by the authority
they exercised over the patients.

C. F. DILLE. \;
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TESTIMONY OF A. P. HOLLENBECK.

State your name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. A 'Po Hollenbeck, forty-five, Lincoln, joiner.

State what acts of ~eglect or cruelty you are personally cogni
zant of, as having occurred at the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and
as near as you can, the time and place such acts of neglect or
cruelty occurred.

A. The first that I saw was in one of the wards-was in the
second or third ward, but not positive which one-sometime last
summer, about August or September. What attracted my at
tention, I heard a woman crying9 alid I was only a few steps from
the partition. I went to see what the racket was that caused the
crying. There I saw an attendaI1t striking a female patient, over
the head with her hand-striking her at least a dozen times
while I stood there, as near as I can remember, it occurred to
me that was strong medicine for a lunatic. The woman's feet
were lashed together, the hands were fastened together by some
kind of a contrivance, the woman sitting on a bench, her hands
and feet fastened together. I saw a strap over her arms, which
I think lashed her to the seat.

By. A. H. Connor:

Q. State the physical appearance of the ,patient.
A. She was a poor, emaciated looking thing.

State if she seemed to be suffering from the effects of the blows.
A. She was holding her head down, as "it was the only way

she could move, and cried from the thumping she got.

Q. How far were you from the patient when your attention
was attracted by the noise?

A. About 15 or 20 feet.

Q. State what, if anything, intervened between you a,?-d the
patient?

A. A common board partition with large cracks in it, some
of them large enough to stick your fingers through.
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By Dr. 'Mathewson:

Q. Did you -know these persons whom you saw slapping the
patient to be attendants?

A. That person I have seen there several times acting in the
capacity of an attendant.

Q. Was this a male or female attendant?
A. She wore dresses with keys, and wears the usual uniform,

and I supposed was a woman.

Q. Is this the only reason you have to suppose that this per
son who was slapping the patient, was an attendant?

A. By her showing her authority and doing the usual work
there, I supposed she was an attendant, and guess there is no
mistake about. What I mean about the uniform is the apron.

Q. Can you describe that laa.y attendant?
A. She was quite a tall, dark complexioned lady, and good

sized woman.

Q. How old a person would you take her to be ?
A. In the neighberhood of 20.

Q. Describe her hair ?
A. Darkish hair, done up in some form.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Did the patient seem to be reft of all reason, was she very
insane?

A. I couldn't say as to that, I had no way of finding out.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Have you seen that person who you think was the attend
ant about the hospital lately.

A. I have not seen her there lately, as I have paid no atten
tion to it.

By.A. H. Conner:

Q. You may now narrate any other occurrance occurring at
the Asylum.

l.
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A. The next thing I saw was in the third ward in the men's
department about three or four weeks ago, I happened to be
standing by the partition looking through, and saw Mr. Burns
walking toward the south end of hall, and ahead of him, at the
time I saw him start, were two men walking one behind the
other, in a few steps Mr. Burns caught up with them, the two
cranks, the first one he came tp he grabbed him by the clothes
about the body and lifted him clear from the floor and threw
him at least th.ree feet, and I think four feet, into a seat, he then
pass'ed to the next man and served him in the same manner,
then the patient, the last man spoke one or two words as he struck
the seat. Whatever caused Mr. Burns to grab the man, whether
it was the words he said I couldn't tell, and struck him several
times in the breast as hard as he could strike him, which caused
the man to holler, and that aggravated Mr. Burns to that extent
that he grabbed him by the throat and commenced to pound him
again, and while he was doing this I called another man, one of
the masons, to come and see it, when he came I stepped away
from the place I was looking to, and he saw the same kind of
treatment of the patient. How many times he struck him after
I left the hole I don't know; the other man said he staid there
till the fellow quit. The man who was struck looked as if he
was going to the grave, being a round-shouldered, poor looking
piece of humanity, appearing to be in ill health.

Q. State if, when you saw the patients first, they were acting
violently or walking along quietly?

A. They were walking leisurely with their arms hanging
down, seeming to be walking to the south end of hall.

By Dr. MathewsoR:

Q. Can you give the date or near the date of this occurrence?
A. About a month ago.

Q. You was boarding there in the house at the time was
you not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You got your mail there at the hospital did you not?
A. Some of it.

8
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Q. You COOle into the office and sit dpwn and read the paper
sometimes?

A. I came in and read your paper.

Q. You got your three meals a day there at the hospital did
you not?

A. I always got t~em when I went after the'm.

Q. You saw me several time~ a day did you not?
A. I saw you several times a day sometimes, and again would

not see you for several days.

Q. You saw Dr. Hay several times a day?
A. About the same as 1 saw you, sometimes several times a

day and again would not see you for several days.

Q. Did you know that upon no occasion did both of us leave
the house?

A. I knew nothing about it.

Q. You saw Mr. Taylor several times a day?
A. About every day:when he was not away.

Q. Was there ever a day passed when you did not see one of
us three?

A. Well, I don't remember.

Q. Did you ever mention this circumstance to either one
of us?

A. No, sir, I did not, I supposed you run the concern to suit
yourself, and it was none of my business.

Q. You didn't see either me, Dr. Hay, or Mr. Taylor about
the ward at the tilne of this occurrence?

A. No, sir, I saw no attendant at this time about the ward
except Mr. Burns.

Q. Didn't you absolutly refuse to tell me anything about this
circumstance or any other when I asked you about it ? ~

A. I didn't tell him who the men were that were doing it,
but told him it was being done, and told him how he could find
out if he would like to find out.
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Q. You absolutely refused to tell me any thing about it when
I asked you?

A. He asked me and I told him- that these things were going
on, but gave him no names.

Q. Did I not say to you, Mr. Hollenbeck, that I understand
you have seen abuses going on by the attendants of the patients?

.. A. I believe you did say so. -

Q. Had you not made such reports to other persons at that
time?

A. 'Yes, sir, I had.

Q. Did I no~ say to you at that time, why not tell me?
A. I think you said you were the man that ought to know

about it.

Q. Didn't I tell you that I was the very man that wanted to
know?

A. I told you at that time that it was generally understood
that you did know it or words to that effect.

Q. Didn't I tell you I was responsible for the conduct of my
employes and care of the patients?

A. I don't know but you did, but I don't,remember that lan
guage.

Q. Was not the language equivalent to that, if not the same
\vords? .

A. Well, I couldn't say; I didn't pay much attention to it,
but presume if you say so, that you did.

Q. Did I not earnestly solicit you to give me any inforIP.ation
leading to any knowledge regarding the abuse of patients?

A. Well, I told him if he had peep-holes on the ward doors,
the same as we used at _the other end, he could see for himself.

Q. Did I not say to you, Mr. Hollenbeck, that if you would
let Iue kno\v of any abuse by any person employed by me toward
a patient, and I didn't set matters right immediately, that you
were welcome to take any course yon saw fit ?

A. No, sir; you didn't say so.
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Q. Did I solicit any information in language equivalent to
that?

A. Not equivalent to the last part of the question; he said I
"would see how quick I would set matters to right," conveying r
the idea that if he knew about abuses, he would set matters to '
right.

Q. Didn't I try to find through you who these parties?
A. Yes, sir.

Q.. Did I find out?
A. No, sir; not that I know of.

Q. Didn't you absolutely refuse to ten' me? .
A. I did, and told you I was not at liberty to tell you.

Q. What possible conditions could there be that you couldn't
tell me?

A. I had given my word not to.

Q. To whom had you given your word not to tell me ?
A. I had been talking to Mr. S. S. Royce, he was one of

them.

Q. Who was the other?
A. Mr. Peter Nelson.

Q. Who is S. S. Royce?
A. Is the engineer at the postoffice.

Q. Who is this Peter Nelson?
A. That is the man who is working at the barn at the Asy

lum, with a good big heart in him-an honest man, I believe.

Q. Is there any others?
A. Only us three-Mr. Royce, Mr. Nelson, and myself. I

asked Mr. Nelson to go with me and t~lk it over; we went to
the basement in the P. O.

Q. Was there anybody there but you three? ~

A. No, sir, I believe not; and Mr. Royce wouldn't have been
there only he had a convenient place for us to talk in.

Q. What time did you talk this matter. over?
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A. It was between the hours of ten and twelve, when he was
off from duty on Sunday. .

Q. What Sunday?
A. I don't remember; it may be a month or more.

Q. What did you talk over?
A. The abuses of the Asylum and how'we would get at it.

Q. Did you ever talk over there more than once?
A. I think I only met Mr. Nelson there twice.

Q. Did you go with him both times?
A. The first time I did; the next time r think I met him on

the street.

Q. You talked over these same circumstances which you re
fused to tell me ?

A. I presume "ve did, and the reason Mr. Nelson did not tell
you before was, he ,va~ afraid he would be discharged by you,
and didn't dare tell you.

Q. Was that the reason you was afraid to tell me ?
A. No, sir; I didn't propose to get at it that way..

Q. Finally, at the close of our conversation, did you not tell
me that y'ou were going over town in a day or two, and if my
fellows over there will let me, I will tell you \vhen I come back
who those persons were that you saw abusing patients?

A. I told you I was going up town in a day or two; and
if my friends were willing, I would tell you all about, or some
thing to that effect, and thought better of it afterward.

Q. Were they willing you should tell me ?
A. No.

Q. What reasons did they give for not telling?
A. Because they had got the ball rolling.

. Q. What ball ?
A. An imaginary ball.

Q. Had y'ou ever had any reason to suppose that if you gave
me any information regarding the abuse of patients, that I
should disregard it?
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A. Yes, I have.

Q. What reasons?
A. Because I have heard men say you did it, yourself.

Q. Who was it?
A. I paid no atte~tion to it, as it was common report.

Q. What purpose had you in co,ncealing the fact that you
knew of the abuse of patien ts ?

A. Because I didn't suppose it would do any good.

By Judge Mason :

Q. What was your motive for refusing to disclose to Dr.
Matp.ewson the abuses of which you had seen at the Asylum,
and of which you had testified?

A. Because I didn't suppose it would do any good, and didn't
want him to get ahead of us.

Q. When you say" want to get ahead of you," what do you
mean.?

A. Circumvent our intentions.

Q. What intentions?
A. Our intentions was to show the abuses of that place to the

world, if we could get honest men to help us.

Q. Your desire was to see all abuses corrected, remedied?
A. Yes, sir; that is right.

Q. And you thought a legislative investigation would be more
effective to accomplish this end than to disclose the facts to Dr.
Mathewson?

A. That was the only redress we supposed we had.

Q. The real reason for the co.ncealmel1i of the facts from Dr.
Mathewson was that there might be legislative investigation?

A. We thought that was the .only effective way.

Q. This plan was considered and talked over by you-Royce, )
Nelson, Druse, and Eaton-was it not? ,

A. I don't know that Mr. Eaton had anything to do with;
Mr. Eaton dropped into the case afterwards, and was not in the
original plan,
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By W. Eaton:

Q. Did I ever ask or advise you, as intimated by Judge Ma
son, to enter into any legislative investigation as regards Dr.
Mathewson's actions?

A. No, sir.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. State if you :know of any other act of cruelty occurring
at the Nebraska Insane Asylum?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Detail the same?
A. I saw Mr. Merrill, an attendant, walking from the south

toward the north end of the hall; he came up to where there
,vas three men standing, and said something I could not
understand his words were-just about the time he got his
words out of his mouth, he grabbed an old gray-headed man,
stranger there, and threw him into a seat; the men said some
thing I could not understand. Merrill then.dropped into the
seat and grabbed the man by the throat, and commenced pound
ing the man in the breast, as soon as he g'ot hold of him, strik
ing in the breast, and after striking him several times, he g'ot up
and took the man and put him into one of the wards or cells,
pretty sudden, and shut the door, the man inside, and l\:1errill
staying. on the outside. After Merrill shut the door the man
hollered, and presume it was some sass or other. Merrill turned
and went into ~the cell; then both were out of my sight, and
what he done to him I don't know, but the man hollered like
blazes, and after quieting the man, Merrill came out and went
off. This was about supper time, and thought I would see if
this man went to hiB supper, and when the bell rang, the men
all \vent into the dining room where they take their meals, and
I didn't see that man come out of his rooms, and I got tired and
went off', and no one went there to look after him.

Q. Did the attendant strike patient with his fist or open
hand?

A. With fist. The man was an old appearing, sickly look
ing man; was perhaps about 51 feet high.
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Q. Upon what part of the body did the guard strike the pa-
tient?

A. On the breast.

Q. Did you know the guard?
A. Yes, sir; Merrill.

Q. Did you know the patient?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know a patient there they call Dennis Plunkett?
A. I never· heard the name before.

Q. About what time did this happen?
A. I think I have the date in a book, but since the affair of

Burns and prior to my talking with you about the affair.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Did you tell Mr. Oiler, the engineer, that he had better
not place too much trust in me, if he wanted to retain his place
for it was quite probable he might lose by it; that there was
something going on, and that I had meddled with your business
and that you was going to get your revenge.

A. No, sir; I didn't tell him so.

Q. Did you till him anything like it ?
A. I told Mr. Oiler if Mr. Mathewson didn't mind his busi

ness and let me alone, I would go for him.

Q. Did you tell Mr. Hildebrand, the cook, that I had med
dled with your business, and that you would have your revenge,
and to add revenge is sweet, and I'm going to have it, God
damn him.

A. In the first place I never told Mr. Hildebrand any such
thing, and in the second place I don't use profane language.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Have you any personal interest in the removal of Dr.
Mathewson from the Insane Asylum? .

A. None other than to get a humane being in his place, from
tbe way I look itt

J.
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Q. Have you in any way or manner conspired with others to
remove Dr. ~Iathewson, for personal reasons, from the manage
ment of the Insane Asylum?

A. No, sir; not in the least.

Q. Has any person or persons solicited you to testify against
Dr. Mathewson? .

A. None other than Mr. Nelson, as we have talked about.

Q. Di{\ you go out to Con Keller's place last Sunday and say
to Mr. Keller, if you will come up. to the investigation and
give your testimony for us, if i can ever throw a dollar in
your way, I will do so, or wordB to that effect?

A. No, sir; I never did.

Q. Did not Mr. Keller say, if I go before the committee and
tell the truth, it will be in Dr. Mathewson's favor?

A. No, he didn't say anything of that kind, because he can't
say it.

TESTIMONY OF EDWIN NELSON.

Q. State your name, age, residence, occupation?
A. Edwin Nelson; 14; at the Asylum, in Lincoln.

Q. State if you know personally of any acts of cruelty exer
cised toward the patients of the Nebraska Insane Asylum, by
the superintendent or employes thereof?

A. I saw Mr. Searles, a patient there; he was running away,
and some attendants overtook him. One of the attendants, I
think his nanle was J ohnson-I think he left here afterward
he caught hitu first, the patient picked up a lump of dirt, with
which he was goin~ to defend himself, but the attendant got it
away from him; he started back with the patient, getting back
about four rod~ toward the Asylum, where two other attendants
came up there, the two guards who came up, they knocked him
down and commenced kicking him; one of them put a handker
chief around the patient's throat~ and .drawed up on it to shut;
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off his wind; they held him there till he got black in the face,
and they let him up again, then about the time he recovered
from the first choking, they put the handkerchief around his
throat again and commenced choking him again-then they
choked him till he wa~ black in'the face and his lips began to
swell, and I thought he was pretty near dead-then Mr. Lennon
told them they had better let him alone or they would kill him.
The guards kicked him considerable afterwards; they let him
up and the froth was standing on his mouth; the guards had to
help him nearly all the way home. The last I see of them was,
they were washing the blood off of him; he had been hit on
the cheek-bone. When they first downed the patient I was about
a rod ofr; I rode up on a horse to where they were; I could see
everything plainly. This was between the ..10th and 13th day of
October, 1882. The names of the other two attendants who
came up, were Merrill and Christner; the name of the patient
was Searles; do not know where he was from. I did not see any
other acts of cruelty; the patient wanted thenl to let him alone,
and said he would go back all right, but they put the handker
chief around his neck so he could not holler. Mr. Searles is still
in the Asylum.

By Mr. Mathewson:

Q. What was you doing that you happened to be out there?
A. I was herding for the Asylum.

Q. Did you see any of the officers of the Asylum at that
time?

A. No, sir.

Q. You live right in the house, did you not?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was I at home at that time?
A. I could not tell exactly, but think you was.

Q. Was Dr. Hay at home?
A. I don:t know.

Q. Was Mr. Taylor there?
A. He was at the barn, when I drove the cows in, which was

about an hour afterward.

(

)
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Q. Did you tell him about it when you saw him?
A. I didn't tell him the particulars, but told him about the

pounding the patient.

Q. Did you tell your father about it?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What's the reason you didn't tell Dr. Hay or I about it?
A. I did not think it :vas my duty.

Q. Didn't you think you was about as mean as the fellows
who were committing the act by keeping it to yourself and not
telling us?

A. Well, I didn't think it was any of my business, as I didn't
know that anybody had told anything.

By A. G. Kendall:

Q. Which of the two attendants was it that first struck the
patient?'

A. I couldn't tell for certain, but think it was Mr. Merrill.

Q. Is Mr. Merrill an atteudant at the Asylum now?
A. No, sir.

EDWIN NELSON.

TESTIMONY OF JAMES LENNON.

Q. State your name, age, residence, .occupation ?
A. James Lennon, 42; work at the Asylum.
Q. State if"you know of any acts of neglect or cruelty occur

ing at the Nebraska Insane Asylum?
,A. I don't know of any acts of neglect. I saw some of the

transaction testified to by Edwin Nelson. I seen this patient
running away after he got started, and run across a kind of a
creek; they followed him, some men, I don't know who they
were-a patient and two attendants followed him across the
creek, as I thought. I took a pony and went around another
way to cross a bridge to go over and see what was the matter,
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and before I got there they had hiln catched over close to the
railroad, and this patient who was after him, Johnson, the one
that was running away, turned around and struck at .Johnson.
I don't the patient's name who was running away. Then the
two attendants came up, they got into a scuffie, and I thought
they both fell; there was no knock down in it, and they choked.
him with a handkerchief and kicked him a few times. By this
time I got there, being on horseback, and told them to stop, but
Merrill, I think, told nle he knew his business; they choked him
and kicked him a few times, and then I went on about my work.
I didn't see no blood or cut on the patient, and am satisfied the
superintendent nor any of the officers knew anything about it.
I did not see them take him to the creek nor wash him; the
Asylunl was about one-half mile from where they caught the
patient; they had stopped the patient before Christner arrived.
It was my business last summer to work with the patients on the
farm; Mullice came ou.t to work with me (Mullice was a patient);
I don't remember where he was cut, whether on the lip or some
other part of the face; he came to work for a couple of hours,
and Mr. Taylor came out and I sent him home with Mr. Taylor,
telling him I thought he wasn't just right to work; received
patient about eight o'clock in the morning; when he came to me
he was cut in the face; I don't remember the place, but he was
cut, and there w'as some blood on him. I did not make that cut;
I don't know \\-Tho made the cut, it was on when I got him; I
received him outside of the Asylum from the attendant; I think
this patient came from the 2d ward; I thought the cut was a
fresh oue; there was somo bloQd on his face, think it had stopped
bleeding. The patient seerned to enjoy reasonable health, but
complained of not feeling well that morning, but wouldn't tell
who hurt him, but did not complain of the hurt on his face;
think the patient was 26 or 27 years old.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Who do you get your orders for men from? J

A. From Dr. Hay.

Q. You are never able to get any men from the wards without
Dr. Hay's or my order?

< A. No, sir.
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Q. What were your instructions about using your men at
work?

A. To treat them well, to work if they felt like it; if a patient
complai~edof being unwell, it was all right, he didn't have to
work.

Q. Who did you get those instructions from?
A. From Mr. Taylor.

Q. Mr. Taylor always directed you what to do?
A. Yes, sir; Mr. Taylor was my boss.

Q. Did I ever say anything t'o you about treating the men
well ?

A. Yes, sir, you always told me to treat them well.

Q. Did I speak to you frequently about the p~tients?
A. I don't know, Doctor, it was generally Mr. Taylor who

talked to me frequently.

Q. Did you understand that you were to be watchful of the
men, and see that nothing happened to them?

A. Yes, Bir.

Q. Did you tell me "anything about the occurrence of this
patient, Searles, at that time?

A. No, sir.

By Judge Mason:

Q. This treatment of this patient of which you have testified,
did it strike you at the time as being cruel and unwarranted?

A. I thought the man 'who follow'ed up had a right to strike,'
as the patient who run away struck first.

Q. Was that the reason at the time, you did not mention the
matter to some officers of the Asylum at the time.?

A. That wasn't the reason.

Q. What was the reason?
A. The reason is, I do not like to make enemies of the men

who work alongside of me; if I report them to the Doctor, h~
will discharge them, and then I have enemies.
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Q. This patient who was escaping, was he a large, powerful
Dlan?

A. Y e~, sir, he was.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Who choked and kicked this patient-was it the two at
tendants who came up last, or was it the first attendant, or was
it all three of the attendants?

A. It was the two attendants who did the striking and kick
ing.

By Judge Mason:

Did I understand you to say you saw no blood upon this es
caping patient; and did I further understand you to say that you
did not see the attendants stop at the creek and wash any blood
off of the patient?

A. I didn't see them at the creek.

By A. H. C<;>nner:

Q. Did you cross the creek at the same place the patients and
guards crossed on the "way to the Asylum?

A. No, sir.

Q. How far frOITi the place where they crossed did you cross
the creek?

A. Pretty closo on to one-half mile to go around by the bridge.

By Judge Mason:

Q. Did .you see the guards cross the creek with the patient
who was trying to escape?

A. Yes, sir.

By Conner:

Q. Was this person whom'"you supposed was a patient nanled
Johnson?

A- I supposed the other patient was named Johnson. J

Q. Do you know he was not an attendan.t?
A. I know he was not an attendant.
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By Dr. Mathewson:

R. Hpw long have you worked at the asylilm ?
A. Two years next August.

Q. Is this the only incident you know of?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say if you had reported this to me I would have
discharged the attendant. What reason have you to believe I
"Tould have discharged the attendant?

A. I received the idea that you would discharge the attend
ants for cruelty as it was the general understanding around
there.

JAMES LENNON.

TESTIMONY OF FREDERICK HILDEBRAND.

Q. State your name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. Frederick Hildebrand, 39, Lincoln, cook at the ~nsane

Asylum.

Q. State if you know of any acts of neglect or cruelty exer
cised towards the patients of the Nebraska Insane Asylum.

A. My business is such that if there was any thing going on
I would'nt be able to find out anyway, one instance occurred in the
kitchen last fall, sometime probably in November, between an
attendant nalned Le"vis and a patient, Detrick. Lewis requested
Detrick to cOme into his meals. Detrick says just wait a few
minutes. Then Lewis got him by the collar and then Detrick
grabbed Lewis by the collar. I seen they was g'oing to have
a little trouble there, so I interfered. I saw that the patient, who
was a powerful man, was getting a little the best of him, so I
g'ot the patient by the collar and run him in the ward, that "vas
all. The attendant did not strike or choke him. The same pa
tient, Detrick, at aliother time, about last Christmas, who was
helping me around the kitchen where he is most of the time, Mr.
Taylor, the Steward, came in here· in morning, and this patient
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ordered him out. When he said that, Mr. Taylor shoved Det
rick back from the table a little, and Detrick threw Taylor down
flat on the floor. I saw the position Taylor, who is a sickly lUan,
was in, and I got Detrick by the collar and run him out doors.
This is about all I know or have seen here.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. How long have you been at work at the Asylum?
A. About seven months.

. Q. You are the chief cook are you?
A. Yes, sir. I arrange all the meals for the whole house.

Q. You see a great many patients ranging through the house
and this is all the scrumages you have seen?

A. Yes, sir. This is all I have seen there. I have been.
chief cook at the Commercial for one and a half year.

Q. How do we live out there compared with the Commercial
for board?

A. We don't have the variety that we do at the ,hotel, but
what we .do have is wholesome and plenty of it; vegetables first
class;meat first-class, bread is number one, better than at the
hotel, every thing else is good, no trouble to get enough, never
hear any complaint that we don't have enough. I get up a
few more dishes a little extra out of the same material for the
Doctor.

Q. What did I tell about cooking for the patients, the help,
and the officers all together?

A. When the Doctor first hired me I was at the Commercial.
He stated the foundation that institution was builded on was for
the. benefit of the patients, and I want these patients used right,
and wanted good wholesome food for them; and further stated
I want them to have the same as myself, and above everything
else to be treated well, that the patients ihad to stay, and that if
the help did'ent like it they could leave, and I carry out your in
structions and give them good, wholesome food. Never heard
you complain but what you had good food enough.

By Judge Mason:

J
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Q. Will you state what Mr. Hollenbeck told you in regard
to his purpose and what he would do?

A. The account I seen in the paper the other day was
a little mistake. We were talking dine day about different things
in the building and telling about the doctor interfering about
his affairs, and he, Hollenbeck, said it was about time to show
it up and he would get even with him. .

Q. Did he talk about it more than once and about what he
would do?

A. I don't remember. It might and might not have been.

Q. Did he manifest any ill feeling to'ward the doctor?
A. Yes, in regard to his interfering with his affairs semeway.

Q. Did you ever hear him talking with the patieuts and tell
them what he was doing for them?

A. Yes, he was in town one day and when he came back he
said to Harris I have been away attending to you fellow's bus
iness.

~ Q. Hear him talking to any other patients?
A. No.

Q. Did he tell you anything further about that he was doing?
A. No, I believe not.

Q. Did he talk with you more than once?
A. He said they ought to have coffee and butter there, and

I told him it was none of my business.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Do the patients have coffee or butter?
A. We give them, the patients, three times a week.

Q. Do you send Dr. Mathewson's table tea and coffee regul-
arly?

A. Ye~, sir.

Q. Who eats at Dr. Mathewson's table?
A. I don't know.

Q. Did Mr. Hollenbeck board there for a long while?
A. Yes, sir.

4
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Q. When he said he wanted tea and coffee there, was'ent he
talking about hinlself?

A. I presume he was.

Q. Do you always have b~tter there?
A. Sometimes we do not, b~ying butter when we can.

Q. Did you get the· impression from Hollenbeck that he was
persecuting Dr. Mathewson?

I did'ent kno\v any thing about it; none of the employees
said anything about the victuals.

FREDRICK HILDEBRAND.

TESTIMONY OF PETER NELSON.

Q. State your name, age residence, occupation?
A. Peter Nelson, 40, the Asylu.m, farmer.
Q. State if you know of any acts of neglect or cruelty exer

cised toward the patients of the Nebraska Insane Asylum?
. A. Yes, I saw this man Mullice, when he came out to work
\vitb Mr. Lennon, he was bleeding at- the mouth and it had
dropped down on his clothes, and perhaps a couple of hours
after they had went out, Mr. Taylor came where I was sowing

" millet, I told hirn there was a man \vorking with Mr. Lennon
who had been hurt, he went over where they were at work, and
soon returned with that patient, and remarked that both the at
tendants on that second ward were brutes, this was in the latter
part of May, 1882. I judge of the time because I was sowing
millett. The patient always has a sallow complexion, and he
looked bad. I know nothing further about this affair, except
that ~1r. Taylor went with him to the Asylum. I first saw this
patient about 8 A.M. Do not know whether the w.ound had
ceased to run, when I saw him, about his breast, his clothes were
covered in large blocthes with blood, and think there were some
drops down. I saw the patient after he had been turned over
to Mr. Lennon, about 1- mile from the house. The patient made
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no complaint, in my hearing, but Mr. Lennon used language to
the effect that that was shameful. In the fall of 1882, while we
were picking up potatoes, I returned a patient to an attendant at
the hall door of the second ward, the attendant caught him by
the neck and threw him· down on the floor; the attendant tried
to choke him, but the patient held his chin close down on his
breast; when I stepped forward to where h~ had him down, he
let loose of the patient-the attendant kicked him twice while
he was in the act of getting up-the first kick he planted in his
side; the patient made a kind of a half turn on all fours, and
the last kick was in the rear. The patient gained his footing
and ran away to the other end of the hall. The patient's name was
Meyers, the attendants name, Ohristner. I left the building
then. This was about 11:30 or 11:45 when we brought them
into dinner. I had out between 25 and 30 men. In going up
to the different wards, this patient had gone into the first ward,
and when the patients were all in~ this attendant Christner
reported that one man was missing. I told him I was sure they
had all gone into the door. I think Mr. Lennon was there and
he said they ha~ all gone in. Then I concluded the only place
a patien t could get away was to get in one of the other wards.
I went into the first ward and found him there washing. I asked
him what made him go in there and he said they had pushed
him there when the patients were going up the steps; then I
took him up to this second ward attendant; the rest I have told.
I don't remember any words being said by the attendant of the
second ward. to the patient, and the patient had no time to say
anything; the attendant punished this patient in my presence,
and for the cause I have narrated. One day, about three months
ago I should judge, a patient started to run away when they had
them out in the yard. Mr. Ohristner caught him a few rods
northeast of the north end of the Asylum, he stopped his course
by pushing him around and starting him in the direction from
whence he came-he continued to push him until he was about
straight north from the center of the building, then he threw
him down in a position so his head was away from me, his feet
toward me, the patient was thrown on his back; this postion
placed Christner between the patient's head and me, with
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Ohristner~s back toward me. From this position I couldn't
see Christner's hands, evidently he was holding him down with
his hands, at that time another attendant by the name of Gilbert,
came upon the scene-he placed his foot somewhere in the front
of Christner. I should judge upon the 'patients chest or throat,
in the position of Christner's body hid from me, where Gilbert
appeared to have his foot firmly placed; he raised his body from
the ground and surged down upon the patient's body with his
might, then they let him rise and the patient walked off a.lone.
Did not know patient's name. I know of no other act of cruelty
that COlne under my observation.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. How long have you been employed about the hospital.
A. One year and three months. This is all the cruel treat

ment I have observed. I Q.id not relate these cases to you at the
timo. I had no instructions particularly to treat the patients
kindly. When Mr. Taylor was in the mountains, I received in
structions from you to get the patients to work by pushing or
shoving them, but not to strike them, and said some would get
along better by requesting them. I told you I had never ordered
Mr. Huntly to do anything. You told me to treat them kindly
and make their labor a pastime or something like that. Mr.
Taylor had spoken to me before to the same effect. I will state
here upon oath, that I considered this all smooth talk, for it
was not in accordance with the way things went.

Q. Did you ever have any trouble with this patient Mullice.
A. For the safety of another patient I had to collar him once.

Q. What made it necessary.
A. We were packing ice. This patient, Mullice, threw a

chunk of ice at another patient and threatened to break his
neck, and I seized the patient Mullice by the collar and pushed
him around up against the side of the house, and held him there
awhile. I had another case when we were picking up potatoes.
I was alone with about 25 or 30 patients at that place. Mr.
Merrill was with me mostly, but was back with another patient
who had walked in the other direction. I was going home with
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this gang of men to dinner or supper, I don't know which, a
stupid patient, by the name of Mathews, continued to remain in
the rear. I stopped the gang of patients at the front gate and
went back after Mathews, who was six or eight rods in the rear.
I picked up a switch about the size of my little finger and
switched him around the legs-think Mr. Merrill and Fred was
further back in the field coming-stick was about 20 inches long,
struck him thr~e times.

By Mr. Schoenheit:

Q. Did you ever tell Dr. Mathewson anything about the treat
luent these patients received, which you have recited?

A. No, sir.

Q. When you had this conversation with Dr. Mathewson, did
you know anything about the mistreatment of patients?

A. Yes, sir, I know of Taylor's bringing honle a patient
bleeding, and supposed Dr. Mathewson knew about it, so I said
nothing about it.

Q. Do you know if Mr. Mathewson knew of this bad treat
ment?

A. No, I didn't know that Mr. Mathe~son knew of it, but
supposed he did, as I know Mr. Taylor knew of it.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. What reason had you to suppose that Mr. Taylor ever told
me anything about that case?

A. I supposed Mr. Taylor told you about everything he consid
ered was wrong.

Q. It was upon that supposition that you excused yourself
from such information?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you not know I was in Cincinnati at that tiIne ?
A. Yes, sir.
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TESTIMONY OF N. N. MANARD.

State your name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. N. N. Manard; 34; Lincoln; stonecutter.

State if you have any knowledge of acts of neglect or cruelty
occurring at the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and if so, state what
your knowledge is.

A. Four years ago this spring coming, I went to work down
at the Asylum for Moore & Krone, contractors; we built the
south wing without seeing anything; we came over on the north
wing; built one story of that; after we got up on the second
floor ,ve saw this trouble; I heard quite a little racket before I
went to the window, and I thought the noise was kind of queer;
I jumped off the scaffold and run down and s&e; saw a patient
down, and this patient was down, and when I come to the grates
I saw this man kick the patient, and when he was getting ul' the
man also hit the patient with his shut hand; when I saw this I
was a little angry, and said if the grates wasn't between I
would paralyze him; the description of the patient is out of my
recollection, and so is the man.

Q. Did you know the patient's name?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know the attendant's name?
A. No, sir, did not.

Q. How long did this attendant remain in the Asylum after
this transaction you have described?

A. About a month, to my knowledge.

Q. Did you inform Dr. Mathewson, or any of the employes
at the Asylum, of this transaction? if not, why did you not?

A. I did not want to have any trouble with anybody tllere
while I "vas working there.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Can you give me the time, or approximate it as near as
possible, that this transaction occur'red?
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A. It was some time in the last of August, three years ago?

Q. How much time did you spend at the Hospital, altogether
at the bui] ding?

A.. Four months and a half the first time, and about five this
last time.

Q. What months were they the first time?
A.. I went there about the first of June; when anybody was

at work there I was there-the work ending about the lust of
October.

Q. Was you situated so you woulq. be apt to see what was
going on ?

A.. Yes, sir; I had the best chance, as I 'Y3S on top of the
building.

Q. During a great portion of the time while you were there
were the windows open?

.A.. Yes, sir, we could look right in during the first year.

Q. What nlonths of the year were you there the last year?
A.. Commenced in July, 1882; finished work there the last

of November.

Q. Had you the same opportunity of seeing what was going
on there the last year that other men had?

A.. Yes, sir; and a better chance from the outside.

Q. Is this case you have related all.you saw?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know this man was an attendant?
A.. Yes, sir; I know he was.

Q. Do you know whether ,there was more than one attendant
on that ward at that tilne ?

A.. He was the only one I knew of; I saw him there a month
afterward; don't know when he left.

Q. You knew me all the time you was there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you know Dr. Hay or Mr. Taylor?
A. I knew Mr. Taylor, but not Dr. Hay.
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By Judge Mason:

Q. Did you ever see anything in the actions or conduct of
Dr. Mathewson which led you to think he, Dr, Matthewson,
would be displeased or offended to know or be informed of such
conduct by attendants as you have testified this attendant per
'petrated upon the patient?

A. Only just what I stated a few minutes ago, that Mr. Krone
forbid me to meddle with Dr. Mathewson's business.

Q. The conduct of this attendant of which you have testified,
impressed you at the time as being cruel and unwarranted, did it
not? .

A. It did.

Q. Why, then, did you not inform some officer of the Asy
lum, or some member of the Board of Public Lands and Build
ings?

A. The reason why was I didn't want any trouble with any-
body till I was brou~ht into it.

Q. Who brought you into it?
A. Mr. Hollenbeck.

Q. When?
A. A week ago Wednesday coming.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Wh~t did Mr. Hollenbeck say or do towards bringing you
into this?

A. One day last summer we were talking together about
these matters, and I dropped a few words which he recollected,
brings me to what I have been doing now.

Q. State what, if anything, ~lr. Hollenbeck said to you about
testifying in this case.

A. We was remarking the patients being quieter on Thurs
day than any other day, and after he specifying that, I dropped
them few words that I told you before.

Q. When did he ask you to testify?
A. A week ago to-morrow, I think, and he did not seem to

be angry toward anybody.
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By Judge Mason:

Q. You did not make any objections to telling what you
knew, when he asked you, did you?

.A. No, sir.

Q. If you had no objections to telling what you knew at Hol
lenbeck's request, why should you object or why should you not
tell the officers of the Asylum, or some member of the Board of
Public Lands and Buildings?

A. Because we was working together, didn't think of mak
ing any trouble and saying those words.

Q. Didn't you think as a humane man, when you saw this
matter of which you have testified, that a stop ought to be put
to it at once. .

A. Yes, sir; that's the way I expressed myself.

Q. Didn't you feel it your duty to inform some one of
authority?
. A. Yes, sir.

Q. Why didn't you inform some one?
A. Because Mr. Krone forbid me.

Q. That is the only reason?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then it was not what Dr. Mathewson had said or done,
or any other officer of the Asylum, that restrained you from tell
ing what you saw?

A. No, sir.

By A. H. Conner:

Q. Did you know that the Board of Public Lands and Build-
ings had any control over the management of the Asylum?

A. No, sir.

By Judge Mason:

Q. Is Mr. Krone living in the city?
A. Yes, sir.

NAPOLEON N. MANARD.
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TESTIMONY OF O. M. DRUSE.

State your name, age, residence, and occupation.
A. O. M. Druse, thirty-six, Lincoln, publisher and dealer in

live stock.

State ifyou have any personal knowledge of acts of neglect or
cruelty occurring at the Nebraska Insane Asylum, and if so de-
tail such knowledge. .

A. I was passing up the south stairs to my room one day, on
May 6th, 1879. Dr. Mathewson was there in charge of the asy
lum. I saw the door ajar in the second female ward and heard
a scuffle therein. I stopped and looked in. Saw Dr. Mathew_
son have a woman by the throat, holding her up against the wall.
Then on June 12th, 1879, I was passing the building about 5 P.

M. Mr. Ryma, a patient called my attention to his face, which
,vas badly swollen anrl black and blue; had the appearance of
having been badly beaten. He begged me to do something for
him; said Eastman had been pounding until he was nearly dead.
I told the doctor what had happened, and his reply was, that he
knew Ryma and Eastman had been having, trouble; said that
H,yma was a bad man. During the following half hour, Mr.Jenkins
came in and asked the doctor if he had seen RYlna; the doctor
said he had not. Mr. Jenkins said Ryma's face was badly swollen;
Doctor said he had just up a wash to bathe it. Doctor kept on
reading, but paid no attention to the patient. On May 12th,
1879, superintendent told Charlie Carter, that when women re
fused to work in the laundry, to give them a shaking up. Car
ter said it always goot into the house when he done anything to
patients, and made a row with those in the house. Superintend
ent said it didn't make any difterence what others said, so long
as he didn't say anything.

State how long you were at the Asylum, and what position, if
any, you held at that time. .

A. I was at the Asylum about one and a-half years; held a
eommission as steward.

Q. What ward was this insane woman in, who Dr. Mathew
son took by the throat?
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A. In the second female ward.

Q. What was her name?
A. I couldn't tell you her name.

Q. Who was Eastman?
A. At that time he was an attendant on the third ward.

Q. Who is Charlie Carter you have mentioned.
A. At that time he had charge of the laundry.

Q. Have you detailed all the acts of cruelty that came under
your notice?

A. Perhaps all that I could give dates or a very intelligent
description of them.

By Judge Mason:

Q. How were you first appointed steward there?
A. The first knowledgA was while I was in Utah. I received

a letter from Gen. McBride notifying me I had been appointed.

Q. McBride was a member, at the time, of public lands and
buildings, was he not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He is Your brother-in.law, is he not?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How came you to leave the asylum?
A. I was requested by Gov. Nance to resign.

Q. Did you resign?
A. I left at the time he stated he would like to have me.

Q. Did you say to John Cadman, during the time you was
steward at the Asylum for to.e Insane, that either you or Dr.
Mathewson had to quit, or words to that effect?

A. I don't remember of making the remark, yet I may have
made it.

Q. Did you not say that both you and Dr. Mathewson could
not stay there?

A. I presume very likely I made that' remark. I don't r.
member it though.
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Q. Did Gov. Nance assign any reason for requesting you to
resign?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was that reason?
A. He said Dr. Mathewson was pressing matters, so that he

would have to ask for. my resignation.

Q. Have you not said, since you left the Asylum, that you
would get Dr. Mathewson out of there, meaning the Asylum?

A. I presume I have made remarks of that character, for I
always intended to if an opportunity presented itself.

Q. I notice you used a memoranda from which y<?u testified
in chief. ·When were the entries made in that menioranda.

A. At the time of the transactions.

Q. You used that memoranda to refresh your recollections,
did you?

A. Yes, sir; as to dates.

Q. The facts which you have narrated in chief, are entered
in that memoranda, are they not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In your evidence you have recited the facts therein en
tered, have you not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you now let me look at the memoranda from which
you have testified ~

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever presented, made, or filed a complaint with
the Board of Public Lands and Buildings, of the matters of
which you have sworn?

A. I have nev.er filed any complaint with them as a board;
I have told individual members of the board of existing cruelties
to patients.

Q. Who and when?
A. Talked with Mr. Bartlett, Mr. Dilworth, Mr. Davis, and

Mr. Alexander. I can't give exact dates, but during their time,
in 1879.
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Q. Did you lay the same complaints in respect to which you
have testified, before the last legislature?

A. I did in this way: The charges were preferredand handed
to Mr. Wells, of Saline county, senator at that time, who agreed
to preeent them to the legislature, but failed to do so. I can't
say those acts were detailed in the charges; I may have detailed
those same acts, and I may not.

Q. You preferred charges at that time? .
A. Yes, sir; two years ago.

~. Do you whether the Board of Public Lands and Buildings
investigated these charges in relation to which you have just
sworn in chief?

A. I do not.

Q. Do you know what made Dr. Mathewson take this wo
man in second ward, on May 6th, by the throat?

A. I do not.

Q. Who was present at that time in the ward?
A. There were several patients; no one else that I know of.

Q. Do you know the attendant in that ward at that time?
A. I presume I did.

Q. Was not Mrs. Brink the attendant on that ward at that
time?

A. I couldn't say positively.

Q. Don't you know that Mrs. Brink was present at that time?
A. I do not know.

Q. Do you swear she was not?
A. I do not.

Q. The patient's name you say you don't know?
A. I do not know the patient's name.

Q. Do you not know the patient's name was Miss Ella Beerse,
from Omaha?

A. I do not; I had very little acquaintance with the patients.

Q. Don't you know at that time a patient took the attendant's
keys away from her, and drove her out of the ward? -
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A. I do not.

Q. What time in the day was this?
A. It was either while I was going up to dinner or supper.

Q. Where did you take your dinner that day?
A. At the officers' dining-room.

Q. Do you not know that while you and Dr. Mathewson were
at dinner that day, that an outcry was heard in the second ward, and
Dr. Matthewson went' up to see what was the matter and found that
Ella Beerse, the patient, had taken the keys from the attendant of
the ward, and Dr. Mathewson went in to get the keys, and the
fltruggle between him and the patient, was for him to get the keys?

A. No, sir; I don't know of any such circumstance.

Q. Do you mean to say there was no such circumstance?
.A.. I know of no such circum~tance; but couldn't say.

Q. How many women employes worked in the laundry at that
time?

.A.. I think there were three at that time be..'3ides the patients.

Q. Do you know whether Dr. Mathewson and ~1:r. Carter were
~peaking of the employes or the patients, on May 12th, of which you
testified?

A. Yes, sir; they were speaking of the patients.

Q. Where is Carter now?
A. I couldn't say positive; the last I heard of him he was at the

Asylum; he is a colored man.

Q. Did you keep a memoranda record of all that took place at
the Asylum?

A. No, sir.

Q. Why did you note down these particular occurences and
none others?

A. Because it was but a short time previous to this that I com
menced to take memoranda notices of these things?

Q. How long is since you left the Asylum ?
~.. Along the first of July, 1879.
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Q. All these occurrences you swore to occurred before July, 1879?
A. Yes, sir.
Q. What was the patient's name whose face was bruised?
A. Ryma.

Q. Where was he .from?
A. I think from Omaha.

Q. Did you know the nature of his insanity?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know if he was at times dangerous and violent?
A. I never saw him in such condition; I had confidence enough

in him to allow him to come in my room and repair sewing machines
for my wife.

Q. Do you not know that this patient was an epileptic; that he
came :from North Platte; that when his fits came on he frequently
fell down and bruised his head, and tore his clothes?

A. No, sir; I don't know that; never heard of anything of the
kind.

Q. Do you not know that this patient, Ryma, at one time while
you were there, in one of his epileptic fits, and while the spell was on
him, broke down three doors in the ,Asylum, before the attendants
could reach him, and cut and bruised himself severely, and if you
did not personally see, did you not have knowledge of the fact?

A. No, sir; I never heard of such.

Q. Do you luean to swear that such was not the fact?
A. No, sir; I don't swear, but I never heard or saw such.

Q. Do you not know that this same patient at one time caught
Dr. Mathewson in the third· ward, without the slightest notice or
provocation, and threw him violently upon the floor, and before the
attendants could reach him, stamped him severely?

A. No. sir; I never saw nor heard of such a case.

Q. You swear you never knew, or heard, that this patient was an
epileptic, and when his fits came on and he was a violent and danger
ous man to patients and all who came within his reach?

A. I never knew or heard of any such thin~.
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Q. Do you mean to swear that such was not the fact?
A. I mean to swear that if it was, I was not aware of it.

Q. Did you know a patient there by the name of W m. Judd?
A. I knew there was such a patient there.

Q. Was he a violent and dangerous man when he had his spells
of insanity?

A. I never saw anything violent or dangerous about him.

Q. You mean the committee to understand that you do not know
that this man, Wm. Judd, was a maniac, and raving and dangerous?

A. I do not know that he was a dangerous· man.

Q. Your position was that of Steward-you did the buying for
the Asylum?

A. A part of the time.

Q. Did you know the nature of the insanity of the patients?
A. No, ,sir; all I knew about Ryma was I heard some one say

he had softening of the brain-my business was not in the wards, I
had no keys to them.

Q. Do you not know and were you not cognizant of the circum
stance of Dr. Mathewson going into the room of this man, Wm.
Judd, to inform him that a friend had called to see him, and Judd,
instantly knocking him down on the floor, and the attendants in the
ward rushed to his rescue, picking him up, laying him on the bed,
and it was some minutes before he came to?

A. I never heard of such an occurrence, sir.

Q. You still have the same feelings toward Dr. Mathewson which
you have heretofore expressed?

A. Not very friendly to him or any other man who treated people
. the way he did the patients at the Insane Asylum.

Q. Did you not go to the committee, or member of it, or the
clerks thereof, on appropriations, and induce them to cut down the
appropriations for the support of the Insane Asylum, at the last ses
sion?

A. No, sir; I did not.
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By A. H. Conner:

Q. Just what did the patient Ryma say to you had been done to
him, and who did it?

A. He said Eastman had been pounding him, as before t.estified
by me.

Q. What was your reason for saying you would get Dr. Mathew
son out of the Asylum, if you ever did say 80?

A. Because I considered him incompetent to manage the institu
tion, and inhumane in his treatment of the patients.

O. M. DRUSE.

TESTIMONY OF MARY SISSON.

MONDAY NIGHT.

Q. State your name, age, residence, occupation.
A. Mary Sisson, 34, Bratton, Iowa and Mt. Pleasant, Iowa;

was an attendant at the Insane Asylum for nearly five years.

Q. Were you ever in the Insane Asylum-in the Nebraska In
sane Asylum?

A. For about five months; arrived there the last day of February,
and left the 7th of August, 1882.

'Q. State if you have any knowledge of any acts of cruelty or
neglect at the Nebraska Insane Asylum.

A. When I was ~n the 2d ward, I thought the girls were treated
roughly.

Q. What acts of cruelty, if any, did you see in the 3d ward exer-
cised by anyone?

A. I saw a patient struck with a leather belt.

Q. How long were you on the third ward?
A.. Arrived there Tuesday afternoon, and was taken onto the ward

next Monday afternoon.
S
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Q. Did you see any acts of cruelty in the 2d ward?
A. Yes; I considered it an act of cruelty. One evening I called

the Superintendent up; one of the patients run out toward him, and
we tried to overtake the patient to put her back in her room. Dr.
Mathewson said to leave her alone and he would attend to her; he
put up his hand and caught her by the throat; I called it choking
her; I don't know how long.

Q. How did the patient look-did she seem to be choked?
A. Yes, sir; I thought she did from her appearance.

Q. State the name of the patient?
A. Anna Erickson.

Q. State if you know anything about Dr. Mathewson visiting the
rooms after night?

A. I know of his visiting three roo·ms. He was in the afternoon
and had some trouble with one of his patients, and had some trouble
with her and locked her in the room; at night the Doctor came in
and went down the hall and opened the door, and then I heard the
patient talking under the door, but I could not h~ar what was said,
and he went into this lady's room that was talking at the door; he
staid in there some time, but I could not hear the conversation.

Q. How do yon know Dr. Mathewson went into the room?
A. Dr. Mathewson told me so himself.

Q. Did you have any other means of knowing?
A. I heard the door lock and unlock; the Doctor told me after

wards, and said he heard an old lady groaning and went into this
room to put her to bed; she, the woman, was in her night clothes.
The next room was where a young girl was who had hysteria; she
would take crying spells, almost screaming spells; there was another
patient Elieeping with her also in the front room. This patient said
the Doctor choked her; she stopped her screaming as soon as the
Doctor went into the room. The third room was where a young
married woman was; .he came to the window and asked if she had
any night medicine; I told him she had; she was screaming and
crying, and the Doctor went into her room; the lights were out in
the hall, and he had no lights with him, at least I couldn't see any.
As soon as he went into the room she said oh! and stopped crying.
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Q. Did you see any marks of violence on any -of these three
women of which you testified?

A. One of them clain;J.ed the Doctor struck her on the head with
a bunch of keys, and she had a lump 01;1 her h~d; another one had
scratches on her face, made by the Doctor, but the Doctor told me he
did not make them.

Q. Did the Doctor ask you or any other attendant to go with
hinl ?

A. He asked neither myself or partner to go with him, and we
were the only two in the ward.

Q. Do you know anything about makip.g the patients wash?
A. No, sir; I know nothing only from hearsay; three or four

from- my ward helped in the washing, and one helped with the
ironing.

Q. How often would these women go to wash and iron?
A. Usually every day in the week, unless one of them complained

of not feeling well.

Q. At wnat hour would they go out in the morning?
A. Right after the attendants had breakfast.

Q. What time would they return in the morning?
A. Just a few minutes before dinner.

Q. What time would they go out after dinner? ,
A. Right after the attendants had their dinner.

Q. What time would they return in the evening?
A. A little time before tea.

Q. While there, where did you eat?
A. In the patient's dining room. After the patient's table was

cleared away, then our meals were sent up to us.

Q. Did the patients have as good food and as bountiful as the
attendants had?

A. Our food was different, and a greater variety of it.

Q. Did the patients have butter on their table?
A. When I first went there, they had butter about once a week;

I don't remember luuch about it now, as I tore up my journal.
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Q. When Dr. Mathew80n visited these rooms, how was he usually
dressed?
"A. I know once he was there without his coat or vest, his sus

penders hanging. I would not say he was in the rooms this night,
but he was in the rooms after the lights were out at night.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. How did the food compare ~n our hospital with the other hos
pitals?

A.. About the same, Doctor, except in the better class of wards
where they had a little extra.

Q. How did the attendants compare with other hospitals?
A. It was better then at Mt. Pleasant, but no better than at .In..

dependence.

Q. How did the amount of help compare with other hospitals?
A. They had more help and did not keep so many patients in the

wards as you have.

Q. How did the general care of the patients compare with other
patients-they were cared for about the same-their clothing was
about as good?

A. At Independence, Dr. Reynolds used_to go through every morn-
ing, and you did not visit every day.

Q. Did we ever fail to come when we were called?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did we always have a lady night watch?
A. No, sir.

Q. Was that the case-no lady night-watch when I came i:q the
ward?

A.Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember the lady's name?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do yon know it was my practice to go when I heard any
noise about the house?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Did you ever hear those night-watches express the opjnion
that I was up about to see whether they were on duty or not?

A. I heard Miss Funk say that she supposed that was what
you were about for.

Q. Did you hear the night-watch say that one night when she was
asl~ep that I came and took her lantern, leaving her in the dark?

A. No, sir.

Q. Was it generally understood that I was pretty regular about
the house?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you hear the help complain that they were not well treated?
A. Sometimes they thought you were pretty cross.

Q. B;:as it been the practice, where you have been, to have the
lady patients go out to the wash house?

A. No, sir. Sometimes they would do the ironing and help about
the sewing.

Q. On the whole, did'ent you think we had a pretty good man-
aged hospital ?

A. I don't think the.patients were well treated.

Q. Was it more cleanly than other hospitall'?
A. No, I think not.

By A. H. Connor:

Q. Why did you leave there?
A. We did not have any recreation and I thought I would leave.

Q. Did you think the patients were well tre~ted ?
A. If the stories I heard were true, they were not.

By J ndge Mason:

Q. You stated you saw an attendant strike a patient with a leather
belt in the third ward. Will you detail the circnmstances under
which the patient w~s struck?

A. The attendant had unstrapped the patient and was taking her
down the hall and the patient' did not get up, and she struck the pa
tient. Of course .the Doctor did not know that and I did not tell the
Doctor.
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Q. Those patients, whom you have mentioned, whose rooms the
Doctor visited in the night,~were making considerable noise were they
not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. A great deal of noise?
A. Between a scream and a cry.

Q. You have had considerable experience with the insane, hav'ent
you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. ::,With your experience in other hospitals with patients, who are
afflicted with hysteria and a class who seem to have an ungovernable
temper, is it not a' part of the most approved method in that class of
cases, and is it not an improved method to call a halt in this outbur~t of
temper---letting their temper run? .

A. No, sir, it is the old method.

Q. In another class of patients that are insane who manifest
their insanity by sulking, is not a part of the modern method to duck
them in cold water to break up their sulking?

A. No, sir. I havs been in a hospita~ for fourteen years, and
never knew it to be.

Q. What method-is adopted with these sulky class by the superin
tendent to improve their condition?

A. Treat them kindly and do the best we could-not by violent
measures or choking them.

Q. In the hysteria and screaming class, what methods have you
known to stop that?

A. To remove them to back wards and keep them down till
quieted.

Q. What particular thing or act came under your observation
done or committed by Dr. Mathewson led you to conclude that he-was
cruel or unkind-his management of the insane?

A. I never saw anything or patient choked till I came here to
to Nebraska. I did choke one once a little for' pulling my hair at In
dependence. She had me down on the" floor. Dr. Mathewson would
put his hand over their mouths till they would keep quiet; that was
all I saw, but heard a great deal.
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Q. In your management of the insane, hav'ent you been taught
to govern them by the same rules and laws as the sane, with an allow
ance for their aberration of reason?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In the government of a child whose temper was violent,
would not the most effective method be effectual to place the hand
over the mouth?

A. I should consider the child sane..

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Are you the attendant that got the black eye there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did it happen?
A. She was brought in in the .night, and no one told us what

kind of a patient she was. She seemed very quiet and peaceable, so
I left her in the hall. She commenced using bad language and I shut
her up, and then heard a noise and went in there to see what was the
matter, and she rushed past me and in trying to stop received a black
eye.

Q. What is the character of Anna Erickson ?
A. Of embracing the gentlemen.

Q. Did you regard my holding one hand up and letting her neck
into it, as' choking?

A. It seemed so, Doctor.

Q. What, did you see the crueltY holding her off, or not letting
her embrace me?

A. I don't know but you wanted her to. I suppose you did this
for the purpose of keeping her off.

Q. What was the name of the attendant that struck the patient
with a strap?

A. Mrs. Allen, an old attendant.

(Signed) MARY SISSON.
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TESTIMONY OF E. LAWSON.

Q. State your name, age, residence, occupation.
A. E. Lawson, 38, Lincoln, gas-fitter.

Q. State if you know of any acts of cruelty or neglect being exer
cised toward any of the inmates of the Nebraska Insane Asylum,
and if so tell what you know.

A. I had a brother out there I thought was used pretty rough. I
canle there and found him with a big black eye and a big cut in the
head over the eye, about two or three inches, and he had another
scar or bruise like at the lower part of the ear. No other marks of
violence that I know of; his face was badly swollen, and had no
eyesight on one side. This was the last day of October, 1880. I
came there and wanted to see him before I went to test the metre,
and I saw Dr. Hay and I told him I wanted to see my brother, and
he told me I couldn't see him, that it wasn't good for him to see me,
and I told him I wanted to see him very much, and he said I could
not see him, and I asked if I had to go and get an order to see him;
then he said wait a while, and he started up stars, and in a little
while he came down and had Dr. Mathewson with him. The doctor
and I went in the office and Dr. Hay went to get my brother, so I
understood, and he came into the office and Dr. Mathewson told me
that my brother got into a rumpus with a patient there, bu~ it didn't
amount to anything, and I said I was sorry for that, and then we
broke into another conversation, and it was 25 minutes to a half hour
before pro Hay ~ame down wirll my brother. When he came down
I conlmenced talk my own language with him, and I asked him how
.that happened, if it was a patient or an attendant that done it-he
said it was an attendant on the second ward, and also an attendant on
the third ward, and the third man he didn't know. Then I turned
and said to Dr. Mathewson how is this-he says it was the attendant
and you say it was the patient, and then I believe the Doctor repeated
the same words he had said before. I told my brother what Dr.
M~thewson said, and he said it wasn't so. My brother complained of
a terrible headache the last four days; and he died in October the
next year. I saw him about two weeks afterward, and he couldn't
speak to me, and never spoke to me after that. This was the last
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conversation I had with my brother. My brother told me he was
sitting- in the last chair of the south end of the ward and he had a
paper or a book, I forgot which that he was reading, and sometimes
he was singing he said, and the attendant passed him saying some
thing and canle again saying something, but he didn't understand it,
and the third time he came, said the same thing, at the saql.e time
slapped him over his mouth. Then he said he, my brother, went up
and got hold of him and tried to floor him. Then he, the attendant,
called for two more men, then threw him down on the floor and
kicked his head with their boots. That's about all he said about it.
He had a book and some personal property there, especially a book
with memoranda, and also money and papers, passport which I have
been trying to get, which I could not nor any of his clothing.

Q. "\\Tas the case of beating you saw there before or after the time
you was there and saw your brother?

A. It was afterward. It was in the third female ward, they used
a woman there pretty rough. They tied her to a chair and then hit
her three or f~ur raps with a strap or black snake; it was done by
wonlen; she screamed while they were whipping her; do not think
they whipped her till she stopped.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. What means had you of seeing the treatment of patients in
the third ward?

A. I was hanging some of the gas fixtures. I helped Ashton
put up nearly all the gas fixtures in the building, and if I recollect
right, Mr. Ashton was helping- me this time. My brother came to
this country in April, 1879, and to the Asylum in March, 1880. All
I know about his being hurt there was .what he told me. He was
there about eighteen rnonths. He had two overcoats and some small
clothes, three or four coats altogether, and some money. I called for
his effects twice since he died, and asked Dr. Hay if he would find
that book, I would like it. I furnished him a pair of socks and a
pair of drawers. He was there fronl Saunders county. I took him
away ~o bury him. He was fully six feet tall, and weighed about
160 or 165 I should judge. I never heard what occurred there, but
once you took him out to pull up some posts, and some of the men
were afraid of him.
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By Judge Mason:

Q. Did you or did you not, when your brother died, insist that
the Insane Asylum furnish the coffin to bury your brother in?

A. No, sir, I bought the coffin and took him right off.

(Signed)

TESTIMONY OF JOHN WALKER.

E. LAWSON.

Q. State your name, age, residence, occupation.
A. John Walker, 22, at the Asylum, an attendant at the Asylum.

Q. Do you know a patient at the Asylum by the name of J. C.
Parks?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember about Mr. Parks getting hurt?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What physician attended him?
A. Dr. Hay.

Q. State if you saw the patient Parks after he was hurt?
A. I did.

Q. Where or upon what part of his body was he hurt?
A. About the ribs.

Q. What was the character of this hurt about the ribs? How
was it done?

A. I don't know only what I am tDld.

Q. Did anyone ever tell you that the ribs were broken?
A. Some one told me but, I can't say who.

Q. Did Dr. Hay tell you the ribs were broke?
A. It seems to me he did.

Q. Was the patient bandaged?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Did he complain to you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did he say he was hurt and how?
A. His ribs and head.

Q. Did he say his ribs were broke?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. About what time was',Mr. Parks injured?

A. Two or three days after he came, in the fall of 1882; he is in
the basement ward.

Q. Do you personally know how these injuries were inflicted, or
have you heard Dr. Hay say?

A. No, sir; but Christner and Gilbert said he was kicked by Pa
tient Myers. Parks said it was done by two of the attendants on the
npper wards; he didn't know who. Mr. Parks is able to be about
now. He said he was in the yard, and one of the attendants told him
to move inside; he didn't move as fast as they thought he should, and
he told them that if they would give him time he would go in; that
he was feeling unwell. One of them gave him a shove and throwed
him on the ground and then jumped on to him and commenced kick
ing him.

Q. Do you know who carried Parks into the house?
A. He was not carried; he walked in.

Q. Do you know anything ,about Dr. Hay interfering while they
were abusing the patient Parks?

A. No, sir; I saw them leading Mr. Parks into the building; Dr.
Hay and Mr. Christner were leading him in.

Q. Were there any other persons about the building?
Yes, sir; patients and attendants. I saw them have the patient on

the ground; I might have seen him five or ten minutes before he was
on the ground. One of my patients, said he, Parks, had a fit, and
I saw there was plenty of help there, so I let him go, as I was the
only person in the other end of the ward.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. IIow long have you been there?
A. Four months and nine days; have had care of ward most of
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the time. Was instructed four nights in succession by Dr. Mathew
son to treat the patients kindly; to treat them as though they were a
friend or a brother of mine. I was instructed on the 4th, 5th, 6th,
and 7th of October, 1882, and was in Dr. Mathewson's office when r
received the instructions. Was never in a hospital for the insane be
fore.

Q. Have you always treated them as instructed?
A. I have had some trouble with patients; when I see therl1 fight

ing, I try to part them; have been struck by patients, one striking
me in my nl0uth and I struck back. As soon as I got them under
my control I let them alone; the protection of myself made me get
them under my control. I didn't hurt any of them striking them in
the breast. Do not recollect the tinle this occurred; it was about
seven or eight weeks ago. Mr. Parks is a Wyoming man. This ac
cident was soon after he came here. I unierstood he had a rib bro
ken before, while he was in Iowa.

Q. Did you understand my instructions was smooth talk, or were
you to obey my instruction?

A. To obey them.

TESTIMONY OF MATILDA E. DAWSON.

State your name, age, residence, husband.
A. Matilda E. Dawson, forty-seven, Plattsmouth, Neb., Chas. S.

Dawson, general storekeeper B. & M. R. R.

Q. Were you ever an inmate of the Nebraska Insane Asytum?
A. I was, sir.

Q. How long were you an inmate of the asylum?
A. About two weeks.

Q. About what time of the year were you an inmate?
A. In June, 1882.

Q. State what you saw there?
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A. For two years Dr. Livingstone had been treating me for the
nervous hysteria, of a, very bad kind at times, and IllY daughter got
married, and two or three months afterward, I asked Dr. Livingstone
to take me to Lincoln Insane Asylum for my health. He took me
there, telling me I should have great care, and a quiet place with
quiet table, etc., to sit at. Mr: Dawson took me there, and instead of
putting me in a quiet place, Dr. Mathewson took hold of my arm
very rudely and roughly, and put me in the sc:cond ward amongst
crazy maniacs. I said to Dr. Mathewson: "Not there, sir; not
there." He still thrust me in amongst those women. The lady at
te~dant soon saw the mistake and took me, locking me in my cell;
she staid me all night nearly, on and off, probably against orders; but
I don't know.

Q. What acts of cruelty or neglect?
A. Next morning I sent for medicine and said I was fainting, but

was not noticed; sent for medicine by Dr. Mathewson, but he did not
send it. I sat at my first meal'llext day at dinner, between two un
cleanly crazy WOluen; the uncleanliness was extreme, so nluch so that
I could hardly stand the stench; the food was vile; you wouldn't
give it to your pigs; there was a little potato, greens unstrained, the
hardest of meat, that the patients never eat while I was tnere, but
used to throw it away. The food was filthy; no butter on the table
during the week I was in the second ward; no milk for my tea.

Q. Was this the general character of th~ food?
A. This was, during the week I was in the second ward for din

ner.

Q. What wae the food for breakfast and supper?
A. It was dry bread and hash in the morning; no butter. To

show the dislike of the patients for the hash, some of them would
throw the coffee into the hash and send it down that way. The pa
tients complained of their food. The att~ndantswere extremely kind
to me. I did not see Dr. Mathewson for three days. Dr. Hay used
to go through every morning.

Q. What other actB of cruelty or neglect did you see?
A. There was a woman, a homicide, was put into the next cell;

the first night she was very quiet; the next morning the knives were



(78)

put on the table, and for dinner too; she was there, with the knives
on the table; she showed no evidence of boistering until after dinner,
when she gave one of the attendants a very black eye. I was fright
ened, and asked the attendant to lock me in, which she did. They
called for help. I saw Dr. Mathewson right outside the window
of the cell next but one to mine, shake a leather strap at a woman;
do not know whether it was a strap, a whip, or leather thong; the
the doctor was out-doors. This was while I was in the second ward

Q. Did you ever see any other acts of cruelty or neglect on the
part of Dr. Mathewson?

A. Not while in the second ward. After this, I went into the
first ward, called the convalescent ward, on'Sunday. The food in this
ward was better, more cleanly, but of very small quantity.

Q. Was the food sufficient in quantity to properly nourish the
patients?

A. No, sir; I ~ost fifteen pounds in two weeks; the butter was
very scant, and. we could get no mill{ for our tea.

Q. Did you witness any acts of cruelty?
A. There was a poor woman, Mrs. Coffton, very crazy, in the

room next to me, who would walk up and down the floor, making it
very uncomfortable for us. I complained to the attendants-to Miss
Brink-of my rest being broken, and the cause of broken rest was not
removed. This woman was very filthy, and but one attendant in the
ward. There was one lady there very badly neglected; she had fits;
was there and saw her in one of these fits and assisted her. Her head
was bruised by falling on the floor, and her hands badly burned by
falling on the heated coils, used for heating the building. I asked
the attendant if that was the usual way she was tr~ated, and the at
tendant said she had no time to watch or care for her. Mrs. Boyd
was in this convalescent ward, while there. Dr. Mathewson would
no~ let my daughter stay to where I was put to sleep, but Dr. Math
ewson allowed Mrs. Boyd's sister to remain and see her. Dr. Math
ewson read all my letters sent to my husband, and addressed them to
him. No one wa~ allowed to visit patients without the consent of Dr. }.-
l\tlathewson. My husband sent me $1.00 worth of stamped envel-
opes, which Dr. M. kept. Jennie Switzer ran away from the Asylum
and came to my house.
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By Dr. Matthewson:

Q. How long was you on the second ward?
A. About a week.

Q. How long on the first ward ?
A. About a week and a few days.

Q. On the second ward you fared about as well as any of the
patients ?"

A. I lived better because I didn't eat anything except bread.

Q. Did the attendants feed you any from their own table?
A. They did not except a cup of tea from their own table.

Q. Did you see Dr. Hay in the second ward frequently?
A. I think, every morning.

Q. Did you see me ill that ward ?
A. I saw you one afternoon, cutting patient's hair. This was on

the second ward; on the first ward I fared just as well as any of
them. • ~

Q. Did you hear of anyone complain of the food in the wards?
A. Yes; everyone except Mrs. Boyd.

Q. Did you hear Mrs. Boyd complain of food?
A. Mrs. Boyd said she would be glad when she got hOiDe.

Q. Was Dr. Hay and att.endants kind to you?
A. Yes, sir; very kind.

Q. Was I kind to you?
A. No, sir; very gruff, not speaking to me.

Q. Did you see me treat any of the patients unkindly?
A. No, sir; for I did not see you much at all.

Q. You say you lost 15 poiInds of flesh while there?
A. My husband said so, and Dr. Livingstone was shocked to

see me.

Q. Did you write something after you left which was published
. n the paper?

A. I did; thanking Dr. Hay and the attendants of the first and
second ward for their kindness, and saving my life while there.
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Q. Who were the parties that you wrote to take their friends
away and that did take them away?

A. I wrote to the friends of a southern lady whose name I do
not remember, and I called on the brother of Mrs. Styles at Platts
mouth.

[Signed] M. E. DAWSON.

TESTIMONY OF DR. H. P. MATHEWSON.

Testimony of witnesses taken before the Senate Investigating Com
mittee, to inquire into the conducting and management of the State
Hospital for the Insane, taken TuesQ.a~ evening, February 13, 1883.

Dr. H. P. Matthewson, sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason :

Q. You may state what official position you hold, and how long
you have held the same?

A. I am Superintendent of the State Hospital for Insane, and
have held that position for a little over five years.

Q. Will you state' if rules and regulations for the guidance of
the employes and those in charge have been established?

A. Yes, sir; they have.

Q. Have you those rules· and regulations?
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Will you produce one copy; they are printed, are they?
A. Yes, sir; (witness produces copy).

Mr. Mason: I will offer copy in evidence, marked "A."
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BY-LAWS,

ORGANIZATION AND MEETINGS OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

CHAPTER 1.

SECTION 1. The Board of Trustees shall, at their annual meeting
on the first Wednesday in December, elect one of their number Presi
dent and another Secretary, who shall hold their offices until their
successors are appointed and qualified. All elections shall be by bal
lot unless otherwise ordered.

SEC. 2. There shall be, in each year, four regular meetings of the
Board, to be held on the first Wednesdays in Deceluber, March, June
and September. Nevertheless, the President 111ay, on the solicitation
of one member of the Board, change the time from one to two weeks
earlier or later, excepting the annual meeting. The President of the
Board of Trustees shall call a special meeting whenever he deems it
necessary, and shall state in the notice, as nearly as practicable, the
business for which such meeting is called.

CHAPTER II.

SEC'!'ION 1. The President of the Board of Trustees shall preside
at all meetings of the Board, and perform all such executive duties as
the Trustees may, from time to time, direct; Provided, however, that
the Board may elect a Vice-President who shall hold his office during
the term of the President; preside in the absence of the President,
and have the san1e power and authority in the absence of the Presi
dent as he would have if present.

SEC. 2. The Secretary shall keep a full and true record of the pro
ceedings of the Board, and sign all contracts made by them.

CHAPTER III.

Committees.

SECTION 1. There shall be a Standing Committee on Finance,con
sisting of two' Trustees, to be appointed by the President at each an

6
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nual meeting of the Board; or, if otherwise directed, to be elected by
ballot. At each quarterly or special meeting, any vacancy in the
conlmittee shall be filled by pro tem. appointments by the President.

It shall be the duty of the Finance Conlmittee to exanline all ac
counts and reports touching the receipt and expenditure of money,
and examine into and report at least quarterly upon all other matters
appropriate to such committee. ,

SEC. 2. There shall be a thorough visitation of the Hospital at
the regular quarterly meetings by one or more of the Trustees. A
record shall be made of each visit in·a book kept for that purpose.

CHAPTER IV.

Finance.

SECTION 1. All money hereafter appropriated by the Legislature
for building, furnishing, finishing, or for any other purpose other than
the current expenses of th3 Hospital, shall be drawn by an order of
the Board of Trustees, and approved by the Superintendent.

SEC. 2. The Superintendent shall collect all sunlS due the Hospi
tal from private pay patients, for board or clothing furnished such
patients, or due from other sources, and at each regular meeting
of the Board shall make a report of the sums so received.

. SEC. 3. At each regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, all
disputed and discredited bills or accounts shall be referred to the Fi
nance Committee, who shall report, in writing, upon the same as soon
as practicable.

SEC. 4. All contracts for supplies, and all purchases for the· Hos
pital, shall be made by the Superintendent, or by his direction.

SEC. 5. All business transactions of the Hospital, when money is
to be disbursed, shall be in writing, either by written contract or pass
book, properly minuted at the time of purchase.

SEC. 6. The Superintendent shall keep a full record of all money
received and disbursed for the Hospital, to whonl paid and for what
purpose, and shall make a report of the same at the annual lneeting
in Decenlber of each year.
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CHAPTER V.

ReJ3ident Officers of the Hospital.

SECTION 1. The resident officers of the Hospital shall consist of a
Superintendent, Assistant Physician, Steward, and Matron, who shall
reside in the Hospital, and devote themselves entirely to its interests
and shall be s':lbject to removal, excepting the Superintendent, at the
pleasure of the Board of Trustees.

SEC. 2. None of the resident officers shall resign their office with
out first giving three months' notice of such intent to the Secretary of
the Board of Trustees.

SEC. 3. The salaries of the resident officers shall be paid monthly.
~

CHAPTER VI.

Superintendent.

The Superintendent shall be the chief executive officer of the Insti
tution. He shall appoint and exercise f~ll control over all employes,
attendants and assistants in its service. He shall prescribe their sev
eral duties, and see· to their faithful performance. Under the direc
tion of the Trustees he shall institute such police regulations as the
good order of the Hospital may require. He shall be responsible to
the Trustees for the care of the buildings, grounds, stock, furniture
and fixtures appertaining thereto. He shall have entire supervision
of the patients in their medical, nloral and physical treatment. He
shall visit them in their works as frequently as may be necessary to
keep himself .fully advised of their condition, and to note the pro
gress of each case, and shall give such directions to the overseers and
attendants as may be essential to meet the ends of their treatment.

SEC. 2. At each annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, the Su
perintendent shall make a full report of the condition of the Hospi
tal and its transactions for the past year, with such observations and
suggestions as he may deem important for the. interest of the Institu
tion, or of interest to the public generally, or to the medical profes
sion; and at each meeting of the Board he shall give such informa
tion as he may deem of importance, or as the Trustees may request.

SEC. 3. For good cause, he nlay suspend any resident officer, but



.: i

(84)

shall in1mediately give notice thereof to the Board of Trustees. He
lnay, at pleasure, discharge any of the en1ployes, attendants, or as
sistants.

SEC. 4. He shall provide a Seal for the Hospital, with the proper
device thereon, which shall be under his control, and used by him
whenever the seal of the Hospital is required.

SEC. 5. He shall keep clear and exact accounts of all purchases
and of sales of produce of the farn1, and of all receipts and expe~di

tures of money. He shall, when required, exhibit all his account
books to the Finance Committee, and shall furnish an abstract of the
san1e to the Board of Trustees when requested to do so.

SEC. 6. He shall keep the accounts of all mnployes, attendants
and assistants of the Hospital, and settle with them monthly.

SEC. 7. He shall provide the necessary account books for his de
partment, which shall always ren1ain in the Hospital, and shall at all
tin1es be open to the inspection of the Trustees.

SEC. 8. The Superintendent shall purchase furniture, fuel, stoves,
in1plements, stock, and all other necessary articles for the Hospital
and farm, and shall be responsible for the safe keeping and economi
cal use of the san1e.

SEC. 9 He shall oversee the business of the farm, garden, stock
and out-buildings, and see that they are always kept in good order.

SEC. 10. He shall constantly observe the conduct of the persons
employed in subordinate stations, and see that in all respects they per
form their duty.

. CHAPTER VII.

Assistamt Physician.

SECTION 1. The Assistant Physician shall prepare and superin
tend the administering of n1edicines. He shall visit the wards fre
quently, and carefully note the condition and progress of individual
patients. He shall see that the directions of the Superintendent are
faithfully carried out, and shall prOlnptly report any cases of neglect
or abuse that may come under his notice. He shall assist in devising
employment and recreation for the patients, and endeavor in every
way to promote their comfort and recovery. He shall keep such rec
ord of the cases as the Superintendent may direct, and assist him in
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preparing statistics, conducting correspondence, and such other duties
of his office as can be properly deputed.

SEC. 2. In the absence of the Superintendent, the Assistant Phy:'
sician shall exercise the duties of his office, unless the Trustees shall
otherwise determine.

CHAPTER VIII.

Steward.

SECTION 1. The Steward, under the direction of the Superintend
ent, and not oth~rwise, shall nlake all purchases for the Hospital,
where they can be nlade on the best terms; keep the accounts, make
arrangenlents with, pay and discharge those enlployed in and about
the Hospital, and have a perl:ional superintendence of the farm, gar
den and grounds, and perforlll such other duties as may be assigned
him.

CHAPTER IX.

Matron.

SECTION 1. The Matron, under the direction of the Superintend
ent, and not otherwise, shall have the general supervision of th~ do
nlestic arrangenlents of the Hospital, and do,. what she can to pro
mote the comfort and welfare of the patie1J;ts.

GENERAL RULES.

CHAPTER X.

SECTION 1. In nlaking arrangenlents with individuals to be em
ployed in any departnlent of the" Nebraska Hospital for the Insane,"
it is to be distinctly understood that their whole tinle is to be devoted
to the Institution; that the Hospital contracts for their whole time,.
and that they are not to leave their duties, or the premises, w'ithout ex
press permission from the Superintendent, or, in his absence, frOIll the
Assistant Physician or Steward.
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SEC. 2. They are expected to perform with alacrity and cheerful
ness, and to the best cf their abilit ies, all duties that n1ay be assigned
to them by the officers of the Hospital, and must expect an unceasing
scrutiny of their n1anner of perfonning their duties; must receive
suggestions and corrections kindly, and endeavor to profit by them,
and at all times and under all circulllstances endeavor te promote the
welfare and happiness of the patients, and the prosperity of the Hos
pital.

SEC. 3. All persons employed in and about the Hospital are ex
pected to treat the patients, everyone having business at the Hospital,
and each other, with respect and courtesy. They are to be neat in
their habits, and as neat i~ their dress as the nature of their duties
will permit, avoid wearing their hats in the house, going in their shirt
sleeves in the wards, unless when specially at work, lounging on the
settees, or reclining at all during the ordinary hours of work, and
every act unbecoming their exalted vocation.

SEC. 4. No person employed in the Hospital shall buy of patients
or sell to then1 anything whatever, or receive gratuities or presents
fron1 patients or their friends, except by pennission of the Superin
tendent.

SEC. 5. When abroad, they are to avoid speaking of the deport
ment, conversation, peculiarities, or even the names of patients, and
are never to speak disrespedfully of the Hospital or any of its officers.

SEC. 6. No male person (except officers) employed on the premises
shall enter the small wards, or any portion of the building or grounds
occupied by feruale patients, or that portion of the building occupied
by female employes, without express permission.

SEC. 7. No person (friends and acquaintances of employes included)
shall be admitted to the wards, kitchen, bakery, laundry, wash-room,
engine-room, carpenter-shop, or other department of the Hospital
whBre they are not employed, without permission or on necessaryer
rand, or in accordance with such rules as may be established by the
Superintendent, and they must not be absent from their posts longer
tha~ is absolutely necessary.

SEC. 8. It is necessary for their highest welfare, that patients
should, as far as possible, have some kind of employment, either work
of some kind, or reading, riding, driving, or amusements, and no
proper opportunity is ever to be neglected to induce patients thus to
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occupy themselves. But it is to be distinctly understood (and no in
fraction of this rule will be allowed) that patients shall be employed
to assist only, and not to do the work that belongs to others to do, and
for which they receive compensation.

SEC. 9. Cheerfulness is always desirable in the wards, but marked
levity, and especially boisterous conduct, is very undesirable, and all
should be careful to make this important distinction.

SEC. 10. It is desirable for nlany reasons, that patients should
leave the Hospital with pleasant recollections of their residence and
treat.ment in it, and everyone who comes in contact with thelll can do
sonlething tJo promote this end. Patients who have recovered are
generally quite competent to give an accurate account of what occured
during their disordered state, of the treatnlent received frunl those
who had the care of them, and much other information of importance
to those in charge of Hospitals. It is hoped that in all cases their
testimony will be such as to increase the standing and respect due to
those employed for their care and restoration.

SEC. 11. When absent, the hour for return will be 10 o'clock. At
that hour the doors will be locked and no person admitted afterwards
without being reported to the Superintendent. It is wished to allow
as nluch relaxation as possible to those who perform their arduous
duties faithfully, and as much absence as is consistent with the pecu
liar service required and the welfare of the patients will permit; but
whenever, as on public days, the absence of attendants and others is
deenled likely to be prejudicial to the patients, they are expected to
remain at their posts. Promptness in returning at the hour up to
which leave of absence was granted, is especially enjoined upon all,
and no excuse but the occurrence of unforseen and unavoidable cir
cumstances, will be deemed satisfactory.

SEC. 12. All letters, or other writing, parcels or packages to or
from patients, Inust be shown to the Superintendent without previous
examination. Attendants and all others must never retain any writing
of patients. All money found on patients, and all sums left or sent
for their special benefit, are to be kept and disbl'lrsed by the Superin
tendent.

SEC. 13. All daillage done by patients in the male· wards to cloth
ing, furniture, glass, or anything of value, must he promptly reported



(88)

to the Superintendent; and any like occurrence in the female wards}
to the Superintendent or Supervisoress.

SEO. 14. No conversation will be allowed with patients through
the windows by any person whatever.

SEO. 15. All persons holding keys (with such exceptions as the
Superintendent nlay nlake) will, before leaving the Hospital, put their
keys in a place designated for that purpose, They are NEVER to lend
their keys .to any person without directions to that effect from the
Superintendent.

SEO. 16. Visitors to luinor officer.s, or to persons employed in and
about the Hospital in any capacity, are not to be taken through the
wards and grounds without permission from the Superint~ndent, and
it is desirable that these visits be as brief as possible.

SEO. 17. Attendants, and all others will, in no case., visit the friends
of patients to report their condition, without the express permission of
the Superintendent.

SEC. 18. No person enlployed in and about the Institution shall
use intoxicating liquors at honle or abroad. The practice of profane
swearing, or other inlmoral conduct, will not be tolerated under any
circumstances.

SEO. 19. \Vhenever persons enlployed wish to give up their situ
ations, they nlay be required to give four weeks' notice of their inten
tion, but they will be allowed' to leave sooner if it is practicable.

SEO. 20. vVhenever the Institntion wishes to dispense wlth the
services of anyone, two weeks' notice will be given, or paynlent for
that period, at the discretion of the Superintendent.

SEO. 21. \Vhenever anyone is discharged, however, for any viola
tion of rules or inlproper conduct, no such notice will be given, nor
payment made beyond the tinle of discharge.

SEC. 22. As some worthy and well intentioned persons do not
possess the requisite qualifications for success in such a sphere of duty,
the officers of the Hospital expressly reserve the right at any time to
dispense with the services of anyone, in accordance with the provis
ions of the preceding section, and this with or without assigning their
reasons therefor. Whenever any persons are not likely to gain credit
or give satisfaction at a situation, it is no nlark of disrespect to give
thenl an opportunity to engage in sonle other pursuit better calcuJated
to advance their own interests.
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SUPERVISORS.

CHAPTER XI.

•
SECTION 1. The Supervisors shall spend their whole titne not ap-

propriated to other duties, in the inlmediate oversight of their respec
tive wards. They shall very frequently pass through the different
wards, especially those containing excited patients, and see that all·the
patients are nlade as comfortable at all times as circumstances will
permit, and also see that the By-Laws of the Institution and the direc
tions of the Superintendent are faithfully carried out by the attendants,
and all persons employed therein.

SEC. 2. They will especially attend to the prevention of disturb..
ances among the patients, to the preservation of order and quiet in the
wards, and in all things assist in carryil1g out the general views and
instructions of the physicians in reference to treatnlent of patients.

SEC. 3. They shall particularly attend to the rnaintenance of per-
i. sonal cleanliness anlong the patients, and to the neatness and good

oroer of their apartments, clothing and bedding, and shall &ee that
such of their bedding and clothing as may need cleaning and repair
ing, are collected every morning and sent to the laundry or s'ewing
roonl, or repaired in the wards.

SEC. 4. In passing through the halls or dormitories, they shall
observe whether the tenlperature and ventilation are such as are re
quired, and if not, they are to infornl the Superintendent or Assistant
Physician imnlediately.

SEC. 5. The clothing of the patients shall be carefully exanlined
by them at the tinle of admission, and they "lill attend to having it
marked, and at all times report any deficiency to the proper officer.

SEC. 6. In cases of sickness, they will see that the sick are pro
vide~ with whatever nlay be needed; that their fqod and Inedicine are
carefully and regularly given them, and the inEtructions of the physi
cians nlost scrupulously complied with.

SEC. 7. They shall endeavor to encourage the attendants in their
efforts to attain a higher tone of duty in their relations with the' pa-·
tients and each other, 'and to cultivate in their dress, nlanner, and
personal habits, a feeling of self-respect and politeness. They shall
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encourage in them a sentiment of respect for the officers of the Insti
tution, so that the patients may be inspired with confidence in them.
They shall communicate freely with the Superintendent as to the
fitness of attendants for special duties, and any want of faithfulness
which they nlay ob3erve; also, as to any deficiencies in food sent to
his- or her wards, or in the washing. And in general, they shall be
responsible for the proper deportment of attendants, to whonl they
shall be a guide and example. .

SEC. 8. They shall keep.a nlinute, in a book provided for that
purpose, of the abse Ice of attendants in their respecti ve departments,
and the length 6f time of such absence, the saIne to be preserved for
the exanlination of the Superintendent, and they shall know, at all
times, who of the attendants, if any, are off duty.

SEC. 9. They shall also note., in a book provided for that purpose,
any instance of neglect of duty or parsh treatment of patients on the
part of attendants, which may come' to their knowledge. They shall
note all the wants of the Hospital in their respective departments,
together with such facts and oCCurrences as they nlay deem in any
degree inlportant to the well-being of the Institution or the patients,
and report the same daily, or as often as circumstances may require,
to the Superintendent.

SEC. 10. They will be present at the admission and discharge of
their respective patients, examine them particularly for nloney and
valuables, and especially everything that may be dangerous about
their persons; attend to having them bathed as soon as practicable,
and report to the physicians any bruises or indications of injury or
eruptive disorder that may be discovered, and whether or not they
have been vaccinated.

CHAPTER XII.

Duties of Attendants. •

SECTION 1. The attendants shall have the irnmediate and constant
case and supervision of the patients. A few general facts and prin
ciples should be constantly kept in mind by all connected with the
nlanagenlent of the insane, but l110re especially by the attendants,
into whose never ceasing care and keeping they are entrusted.
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1st. It is as clearly denlonstrated as any mathematical truth, that
insanity, in all its forms, is a disease.

2d. There is usually a loss or perversion of the ~ense of moral
obligation, and inability to distinguish between right and wrong, and
therefore, irresponsibility for words and actions.

3d. There is a full appreciation of all acts of kindness or cruelty,
and in general, a perfect recollection of them after restoration, and in
after life.

4th. There is usually a morbid or exalted sensitiveness in rela
tion to what is due to them in attention and general deportment, and
consequently irritation, excitement, or anger at either real or imagin
ary neglect or improprieties of treatment.

5th. The frequent occurrence of excitenlellts aggravates and per
petuates the disease.

6th. The more the mind dwells upon or is reillinded of halluci
nations or delusions, the more pernn,nently are they fixed; and so is
the reverse true, that the more they are driven from the' mind by
occupation with other thoughts and ideas, the sooner do they disap
pear altogether.

SEC. 2. In all their intercourse with the patients, the attendants
must treat them with respect; are to address them in proper tones of
voice, and to avoid violence and ruieness of any kind. All questions
are to be kindly and properly answered, and all reasonable requests
are to be properly attended to. They should keep cool under the
severest provocations, and never scold or dictate authoritatively.
Whenever they desire anything done by a patient, the request is to
be made in a respectful manner.

SEC. 3. The opposition of patients, and perhaps much of their
violence, often arises from delusions that lead them to suppose that
they are to be injured in some way, and every attempt to give them
food and medicine, or to perform any nectssary office for them, if
done in an improper manner, only tends to confirnl their false no
tions, and make resistance more obstinate and deternlined. The
truth of these views is too well established to be questioned; and is
often confirmed by convalescent patients who are able to describe
their notions and feelings when in their state of greatest nlental dis
turbanee.

SEC. 4. Forc~, unfortunately, has to be used in every Institution
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for the Insane, but tact and kindness nlay render its employment com
paratively rare, and whenever it must be resorted to, a kind and re
spectful manner and sympathizing words may go far to convince even
the nlO,~t. excited p3,tients that what is done is from good motive, and
that they have little to fear.

SEC. 5. Under no circumstances will an attendant be excused for
inflicting a kick or blow, unless in the clearest case of self-defense, or
to prevent cOlllrnitting self-hurt or injury to others.

SEC. 6. If patients engage in controversy or improper or exciting
discussion, the attendant shall gently and pronlptly interfere and
check them, and if the quiet and good order of the ward can not
otherwise be preserved, the disorderly patients may be placed in their
rOOlllS, at the discretion of the attendant, care being taken to avoid
all violence; and in such cases the Superintendent or Supervisor
shall be notified as soon as possible. A kind word fitly spoken at
such a time will prevent many a scene of excitenlent, just as dictation,.
harshness, anger or unkindness, or any rude act on the part of the
attendant, may be the origin of trouble that nlay last for days.

SEC. 7. They are to avoid talking to patients about their delu
sions, and as much as lies in their power should prevent others frOl11
doing so.

SEC. 8. They must never allow patients to be laughed at or
ridiculed on account of their delusions, or the peculiarity of their
disorder.

SEC. 9. They nlust take every proper opportunity to inspire the
patients with respect for, and confidence in, the officers, and to con
vince thenl of the true character of the Institution, and of its leading
object-- the prOlllotion of the restoration of its patients.

SEC. 10. Deception should always be avoided, and promises
should not be made that cannot be performed.

SEC. 11. Writing materials, books, or reading of any kind nlust
not be furnished patients I without the sanction of the Superintendent.
Letters, parcels, or packa;£es, of, any kind, are to pass through the
hands of the officers.

SEC, 12. Any danlage done by patients should be promptly re
ported to the Superintendent or Assistant Physician.

SEC. 13. Every attendant is responsible for every patient under
hi's or her care, and is expected to be able at any llloment to say



(93)

where each individual can be found. An attendant. allowing a patient
to go out of a ward, is responsible for his or her safe return, unless
the pernli3sion has been granted by the consent of an officer.

SEC. 14. In those wards where there are two attendants one at
tendant must always be present with the patients in the ward, and
·endeavor to prevent violence, disorderly conduct, destruction of cloth
ing, defacing of the ward in its furniture, or anything but the most
-correct deportment which Inust be inculcated with·the utmost patience.
When it is necessary to leave, except for a very temporary purpose,
it must be known that a substitute fills the place.

SEC. 15. When patients remain more or less in their own rooms,
the attendants are expected to find reasons for frequently calling at
their rooms (without exciting suspicion, if possible), to see how they are
.engaged, or if they require any particular attention.

SEC. 16. The attendants will rise punctually at the ringing of the
hell, and take charge of their wards before the night watch goes off
their duty. They will the.l open the doors of all patients' rooms,
8nd give them access to the ward (excE'pt in cases of high excitement),
give them a kind greeting, or at least a "good nl0rning," and see that
they are properly dre3sed, and washed, and have their hair and clothes
neatly and properly bru~hed before breakfast.

SEC. 18. Im~n3diately after op3ning the doors and the rising of
patients, attendants will see to the removal of chan1ber utensils fron1
the rooms, and that they are well cleansed and the bedding laid out
for airing. They will then commence putting the rooms and wards
in good order, and after 1jhe beds and bedding have been properly
.aired, have them put up for the day.

SEC. 19. E'1ch ward must be prepared for inspection at the Phy
:siciun's visit by nine o'clock in the morning. Extra work, such as
.general cleaning and scrubbing of the wardsl may be carried on at a
later hour, and through the fore part of the day.

SEC. 20. Every part of the wards is to be kept scrupulously neat,
.clean, and as well ventilated as circumstances will permit. If an un
pleasant odor is discovered, the cause of it is to be searched for and
removed, if possible, at once, or report to the officers. If any part of
a ward, private room, or dormitory, becollles soiled, it is to be cleaned
.at once, without regard to tile time of ,,~~y.

SEC. 21. If a bed, or the furniture of a room has been damaged,

"
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it is to be promptly put in order. The r0001S and corridors are to be
scrubbed or rubbed as often as is neccessary to preserve scrupulous
neatness. Spittoons are to be frequently looked after and kept clean.
The water closets and urinals are to be carefully watched and pre
vented from impairing the purity of the air of the wards.

SEC. 22. Nothing is clean enough if it can be made cleaner.
SEC. 23. All beds that are soiled are to be removed from the

wards as soon as possible after the rising of patients in the 010rning,
and as soon as convenient, after breakfast clean ones substituted. If
only a portion of the straw is wet or soiled, that portion of it o~ly

is to be removed and fresh straw put. in its place; and if a nlattress
is wet or soiled, it is to be cleaned as well as possible, boiling water
poured through the soiled and wet portions, and then thoroughly
dried before being returned to the room.

SEC. 24. As- the health of smne patient requires that they be
indulged in lying down sonle portion of the day, they are to be aL
lowed to do so, and their rooms nlust be put in order as soon as they
get up.

SEC. 25. Attendants will see that patients are up and in proper
condition for breakfast at the prescribed hour. They will carefully
observe, as they pass from the dining room to the wards, that they
do not take any food with them, nor any of the table furniture,
especially knives and forks, or any tinware. Knives' and forks, and
spoons should be carefully counted before and after each meal, and
if any such instrument is missing, prompt n1easures n1ust be taken
for its recovery by instituting search, and 'giving information to the
officers.

SEC. 26. If directions are given by the physician that certain pa
tients take their meals in their rooms, or at a table in the ward, es
pecial care is to be taken that their food is to be given to thenl as
warm as possible and in good order, and if necessary, the attendant
is to remain with them while they are eating.

SEC. 27. Any instructions which the officers may give about the
manner in which the n1eals shall be served, are to be strictly and
promptly attended to and con1plied with.

SEC. 28. Patients are not to be forced to take food but in the
presence of the Supervisor or one of the officers, and never but by
the express direction of one of the physicians.
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Sec. 29. In cases of epilepsy, every fit, so far as known, shall be
recorded in a book kept for that purpose. When a patient complaIns
of being sick, or is known to be so, especially if there is diarrhrea or
vomiting, the fact should be reported without delay to the physicians,
and no food administered until the patien't has been seen by one of
the officers. Any supposed unexpected or striking effect in the ope
ration of medicine is to be promptly reported.

SEC. 30. Unless a special exception is Inade' by the physicians,
every patient will take a warnl bath once a week, and as much oftener
us may be necessary for proper cleanliness. The temperature is to be
such as is nl0st grateful to the patients. Other baths shall be given
as directed by the Superintendent. No persons are to bathe or be
bathed later than 9 o"clock p. m., unless by special permission or di
rection.

SEC. 31. Shaving is to be done once a week by the attendants,
unless}n some cases of high excitement, and patients who desire to
be shaved more frequently, are to be gratified in this particular.
Great care should be taken that no injury is done with razors, all of
which are to be carefully kept by the attendants. No patient is al
lowed to shave himself.

SEC. 32. It is desirable that every patient, not too sick or feeble"
should walk out upon the grounds, or take a ride every day. As
soon as possible after the physician's morning visit, in suitable weather,
such attendants as can be spared, should prepare to ·go out with as·
Inany patients as it is proper to take at once-other attendants over
looking patients that may remain in the wards. Upon the return of
one company another niay go out, so that by turn all may enjoy the
privilege. .

SEC 33. When walking with patients, the attendants will direct
where and how far they shall go, (care being taken to avoid localities
favorable to escape,) and they shall be vigilant to keep them together
and prevent strolling, taking care that no more are taken in one com
pany than can be properly attended to. Patients must not be allowed
to lie or sit on damp ground, or improperly expose themselves to the
sun. Attendants, when not with patients, will avoid entering into
conversation with each other, reading, etc., by which their proper su
pervision or vigilance may be prevented.

SEC. 34. No patients are to be out after sun-set without special
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perIlllsslOn. Under no circumstances are patients to be taken beyond
the boundary of the prenlises without permission.

SEC. 35. If any patient, having the knowledge of the grounds,
or is absent by special permission, does not return at the appointed
tinle, the attendant will at'once report the fact to the officers.

SCE. 36. New patients are not to be taken out of the house until
the Superintendent has signified his approbation of their having this
privilege. -

SEC. 37. Such patients as are deemed suitable will be allowed
and advised by the officers to assist in the work about the premises,
under the care of the attendants, gardener, or farmer; but no one is
to be taken out of the wards for this purpose, unless permission is
given by the officers. The attendants in chaFge of working parties,
will keep a close observation of the patients, and prevent any dispo
sition to escape, and see that they do not overwork themselves. They
will avoid, carefuliy, every appearance of superintending the patients,
or giving orders, but shall induce thenl to labor by persuasion, and
if necessary by example, and instruct them so far as possible in the
manner of doing the work.

SEC. 38. On Sunday afternoon, and in the evenings of enter
nlents or lectures, as Inany attendants as the officers may direct shall
accompany the patients, and no ordinary engagement must be allowed
to interfere with this arrangenlent.

SEC. 39. The attendants designated to remain in the wards, must
exercise constant vigilance to prevent elopements, suicide or mischief
of any kind.

SEC. 40. As the entertainment, so far as dancing is concerned
especially, is provided chiefly for the benefit and welfare of the pa
tients (and some persons seem to constantly forget that this is the ob
ject for which they were established), it is understood that these enter
tainments are directly and wholly under the personal supervision of
the Superintendent or Assistant Physician.

SEC. 41. It is recommended as pleasant and profitable to both, that
the attendants of each ward read, or under their supervision engage
some patient to read aloud each evening, for the benefit of all, from
some book or magazine in the Hospital library. To this end they
will be aided to any extent by the officers of the Institution in mak
ing selections.
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.SEC. 42. The various games of amusement are to be encouraged,
but attendants are positively prohibited from engaging in games of
amusement where there is not an equal number of patients engaged
with them.

SEC. 43. Patients who are chiefly in the wards during the day,
are not to retire before eight o'clock P.M., without permission, unless
in case of sickness or fatigue. After eight o'clock P.M., patients may
retire in any part of the house, but all must retire so as to allow the
attendants to close their doors by 9:30 P.M.

SEC. 44. Attendants are expected to retire at ten o'clock P.M., and
and after that hour no lig'nts must be kept burning in any room, ex
cept in case of sickness. In each ward, however, one light may be
kept burning, as may be directed, to be available in case of emer-
gency. '

SEC. 45. After patien~ have retired, all persons should avoid mak
ing any noise that might disturb patien~ or others who are in bed.

SEC. 46. Unless otherwise directed, all clothing is to be kept out
side of the rooms, neatly folded, and if possible laid on a chair or
settee, and except in case of high excitement, is to be given to the
patient when his door is opened in the morning.

SEC. 47. Before closing the door, the attendant is desired to wish
the patient" good night," and certainly ascertain that the patient is in
his room. When the door is locked it should be certain that the bolt
has actually slipped.

SEC. 48. No patient's door is to be left unlocked during the night
without special pernlission of the Superintendent, and notice being
given to the attendant and watchman or watchwoman.

SEC. 49. If patients lodge in a different ward from that in which
they pass the day, it is the duty of the attendant having them in
charge during the day to take them to their rooms and see them com
fortably in bed, at the same t.ime infornling the attendant of the
apartment in which they sleep that he has done so, unless otherwise
directed. It will also be the duty of the attendant in the ward in
which they sleep 10 see them up and dressed in the morning, and re
turned in seasonable time to the ward from which they came the pre
vious evening, notice being given to the attendant of that ward of
their being returned.

SEC. 50. Whenever a patient becomes so noisy or violent that the
7
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attendant, after trying all proper means, believes it necessary to place
him in a private room, he should provide such assistance, if possible,
(if he is so situated that he cannot call the supervisor or physicians)
as will convince the patient that resistance will be useless, and then
let it be done in the mildest and gentlest manner possible. When
the patient has been placed in a room, the attendant, supervisor, or
physician should, if possible, certainly tell hinl why he has been
placed there, and that he will be permitted as soon as he is able to
control hinlself, to go back to the ward frOlll which he has been taken,
No matter how unreasonable the patient appears, let this always be
done. Let no patient be forced into a room and then the door closed
without a word of explanation.

SEC. 51. A roonl having a wire or close shutter, or wicket door,
is always to be selected for the seclusion of an excited patient. As
soon as the patient is in a room, the fact is to be stated to the super
visor or physicians, who will without delay, inquire into the facts of
the case.

o SEC. 52. When it is necessary that patients should be secluded in
their roonlS, the attendant should be careful to see them frequently.
and ascertain that they have everything proper that can minister to
their comfort, and to know in what manner they are occupied.

SEC. 53. When a patient is very violent, one person on each side
taking an arm, and a third at his back, can almost always carry any
individual to his room, or renlove him fronl ward to ward with but

,little difficulty or injury to anyone.
SEC. 54. As the use of restraining apparatus may be productive

of many and serious evils, and as it is desirable to dispense with its
use as far as possible, it must not be applied in this Hospital in any
case except by the express direction of the Superintendent or, in his
absence, of the Assistant Physician.

SEC. 55. Personal care and, that failing, seclusion to a private
room must be relied on till the directions of the Superintendent or
Assistant Physician can be obtained. Personal attention, it is well
known, may in a great degree, take the place of mechanical restraint,
though the latter may ultimately be necessary and even beneficial.

SEC. 56. Whenever patients are confined to a bed by restraining
apparatus, used for that purpose, attendants nlust remember that when
thus situated they may require even nlore attention than when able-
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to assist themselves, and in discharge of their duties under such cir
cumstances, they may be required to sit with such patients when not
engaged in other imperative duties.

SEC. 57. The escape of patients is always exceedingly annoying,
and although such events will occasionally occur, it must never be al
lowed to be from neglect. An attendant's eye should always be kept
on a patient known or supposed to be disposed to escape.

SEC. 58. Care must always be exercised to avoid, as far as possible,
(when patients go out for exercise, amusenlent, or work,) those places
favorable for hiding, and they nlust not be allowed to separate widely
under any pretense whatever. If any patient gives trouble to the
attendant or person in ch~rge, the facts should be early reported to
the superior officers.

SEC. 59. Instant, prompt, and faithful search should be nlade as
soon as possible after the fact is known that a patient has escaped.

SEC. 60. If it is clearly made out that a patient has escaped
through the carelessness, neglect, or want of proper vigilance of a
person or persons in charge of them, it Inay be considered a sufficient
cause of disnlissal.

SEC. 61. When patients who have escaped are recovered and
brought back, no offensive allusion is to be made to their e::;cape, but
they are to be treated in all respects as if nothing of the kind had
occurred, but they are to watched more carefully in the future.

SEC. 62. Watchfulness should always be exercised, that patients
do not make false keys, or provide themselves or each other with the
means for making them, and that they do not plot together for the
purpose of eflecting an escape.

SEC. 63. Special care must be taken at all tilnes, that patients do
not become possessed of dangerous weapons of any kind. When
anyone is known to have, or suspected of having any knife, fork, ra
zor, false key, etc., and will not give it up, every possible means must
be used to obtain it without delay, care being taken in the meantime
that the article is not secreted where it cannot be found. Whoever
may see anything lying about the wards or grounds that might prove
dangerous in the hands of a viol~nt or mischivous patient, is requested
to secure it.

SEC. 64. When patients manifest a disposrtion to conlmit suicide,
general experience proves that there is no certain security but by COll-
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stant watching. Uunsual care and vigilance should be exercised over
their persons; they must be treated with great kindness and sympathy,
and their attention drawn, as nluch as possible, from the delusions
and fancies that prompt them to commit the act. Particular care
should be taken to watch such persons about twilight or meal times,
and at such times as the general attention is likely to be distracted
from them.

SEC. 65. In case of a suicide, the attendant should maintain per
fect composure, give prompt relief by cutting the noose, in case of
suspension; stop the bleeding by lightly bandaging the part with a
handkerchief or strip of cloth in case of a wound, care being taken
that, in a wound of the throat, the bandage shall. not impede respi
ration.

SEC. 66. Care should always be exercised that a knowledge of
death in any form be kept from the patients, and tact used to direct
their minds from the subject if it becomes one of discussion.

SEC. 67. The same care is necessary for the best welfare of all,
that patients are kept, as far as possible, from a. knowledge of what
transpires in different wards, and in different parts of the Hospital;
and attendants and all others are enjoined to be careful and guarded
in their conversation before or in the hearing of patients.

SEe. 68. The attendants will be careful to see that patients
change their clothes regularly, and gratify their reasonable requests in
this particular as far as possible. Soiled clothes are not to remain in
the patient's rooms, 'but must be put among those to be sent to the
wash house. Clothes badly soiled must be rinsed or partially cleansed
before being sent from the wards.

SEC. 69. The clothing of patients is to be kept as neat and clean
as possible, and well sponged and brushed at all times. If buttons
are missing, and a garment needs mending, it should be sent to the
sewing room. When patients wet their clothes, they ~hould be changed
often to make them comfortable. The wet part of the clothing may
be dipped in hot water and dried, but it is not to be worn again with
out undergoing this process.

SEC. 70. The female attendants, by the direction of the supervi
sors or superior officers, are expected to do what they can to preserve
patients' clothing and keep them in proper repair, as far as they can,
and avoid unnecessarily sending articles to the sewing room. All at-
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tendauts will take charge of any work sent to the wards, and encour
age the patients to give such aid as may accolllplish the work.
Attendants can do no private work, except putting their own clothes
in order, during the hours of duty; nor will they enlploy patients to
work for them, if there is any required for the house, without per
mission.

SEC. 71. When officers or visitors are in the wards, the attendants
are expected to be present and rise, to be prepared to give such infor
mation, and perform such service, as may be required of them.

SEC. 72. As the duties of the attendants (with such exceptions as
have been indicated) are confined allllost exclusively to single wards,
they can have but rare calls in any other, unless specially directed by
the proper authority. Attendants are not positively prohibited from
visiting each other, but .it must not beeome a habit, and it will be far
better to obtain permission from the Supervisor and assure him that
their wards are suitably attended during such tinle as they may wish,
or as it may be proper for them to be absent. Any .marked in
fringenlent of~either the letter or spirit of this rule will not be al
lowed.

SEC. 73. Patients are not to visit from ward to ward without per
mission from the Supervisor or one of the Physicians, ~nd no patient
is to be transferred from one ward to another except as herein pro
vided, without the sanction of the Superintendent, or in his absence,
the Assistant Physician.

CHAPTER XIII.

Night TVatch.

SECTION 1. The night watch will commence duty at half past
nine o'clock in the evening, at which time he will visit the medical
office for special instructions for the night. He must keep moving
about from ward to ward till the attendants rise and take charge of
their patients in the morning, and he will report to them anything he
ought to know of what transpired in their respective wards during the
night. He will also make a written report to be left in the medical
office. He will be constantly vigilant to guard against fires and the
escape of patients from the windows, and he nlust take no notice of
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being spoken to by patients fr0111 the windows. He is to ring the
bell at the preRcribed hour, start the fires in the kitchen and perform
such other duties as 111ay be assigned him.

SEC. 2. He will know if the attendants are in their rooms at ten
o'clock, and after that hour through the night, and report any devia
tion from this rule.

SEC. 3. He shall specially look after the sick and suicidal; notice
unusual sounds in the patients' rooms and ascertain their cause, and
endeavor, as well as he may be able, to tranquilize those who are ex
cited, or allay the fears of the tiInid. He may give notice where it
is needed, and attend to any reasonable wants. In going about he
will make as little noise as possible, and at once awake the attendant
in an emergency.

SEC. 4. He will faithfully report all irregularities or violation of
rules, and how new patients and the sick h~ve passed the night.

SEC. 5. The watchwornan will confine herself to the wards occu
pied by felnale patients, and be governed by the rules prescribed "for
the watchman.

SEC. 6. All will be constantly vigilant and perform their respon
sible duties with strict fidelity. Any want of fidelity attaching to
these offices must iustantly disqualify them for their stations.

SEC. 7. The attendants, and other employes, being up and in
charge of their duties, the duties of the watch will cease till two
o'clock P.M., after which they may be called upon for various services
till supper is over, from which tilne they will be released till. the usual
hours of duty.

SEC. 8. If fire is discovered that cannot readily be extinguished,
the attendants and officers should be aroused without causing a gen
eral alarm if possible.

CHAPTER XIV.

Duties of the Seamstress.

SECTION 1. The seamstress will have charge of the sewing room,
under the direction of the Matron or Supervisoress. She will have
the care of, and be responsible for, all material and apparatus belong
ing to her department, and she will have the care and oversight of
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the patients who may be allowed to come from the wards to work un
der her direction, and she will endeavor to make their time and work
useful, and at the same time as luuch a pleasure and pastime as pos
sible.

SEC. 2. She will promptly report any improper conduct on the
part of patients. Such patients as may be allowed, may be taken
from the wards, provided no new patient, or patient who has been
guilty of misbehavior, shall be taken from the ward without permis
sion.

SEC. 3. The Supervisoress nlay take patients to and fronl the sew
ing room if so directed by the Superintendent.

SEC. 4. Neither the sewing machine, nor any article or material
belonging to the sewing rOOln, is to be used for any other purpose than
the necessary work of the Hospital or its patients without special per
mission.

CHAPTER xv..

Duties of the Carpenter.

SECTION 1. The Carpenter shall have the immediate care and
cbarge of the carpenter shop, lumber, tools, and materials of all kinds
belonging to that department of the Institution, and is enjoined to be
carefu I of their economical use. He will not allow anyone to make
use of the tools or lumber without th~ permission of the Superintend
ent; and if tools are taken from the shop for any purpose and are not
promptly returned, he will report the fact to the Superintendent.

SEC. 2. He will prevent attendants, patiente, and others from re
maining in the shop without permission, or unless they have been sent
there to work, or for special service.

CHAPTER XVI.

Duties of the Engineer.

SECTION 1. The Engineer, under the direction of the Superin
tendent, shall have charge of the engine and boiler room, pumping
and steam apparatus: and the fireman and all others employed under
him, shall be subject to his directions. It shall be his duty to fur-
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nish steam for the whole building, and for cooking and washing; keep
the tanks well supplied with water, and sufficient hot water for all
uses for which it may be needed.

SEC. 2. He will have charge of all tools and stock in his depart
ment; see that they are properly preserved and cared for, and that
good order and system prevail.

SEC. 3. He will make such repairs and alterations as may be
needed of the apparatus under his care.

CHAPTER XVII.

Duties of the Farmer.

SECTION 1. The Farmer, under the direction of the Superintend
ent, will have the general care and supervision of the farm, and the
men employed in his department. He will have special care and over
sight of all farming tools and impleluents, the stock of all kinds, and
shall see that they are cared for. He shall keep a correct account of
all articles raised on the farm, and preserve order and system in all
that pertains to his charge.

SEC. 2. He will make such arrangements for conveying patients
to church on Sunday, or to ride on w~ek days, as may be desired by
the superintendent. He shall designate the persons whose duty it
shall be to carry this regulation into effect.

SEC. 3. He will perform any other duties that the Superintendent
may assign him.

CHAPTER XVIII.

Duties of the Gardener.

SECTION 1. The Gardener, under the direction of the Superin
tendent, will have the care of the garden and pleasure grounds, and
greenhouse, and will see that they are kept in good order, and that
those who aid him in his duties perform their work faithfully. He
will take care of all implements belonging to his departIllent, and see
that they are properly preserved.

•SEC. 2. He will consult the Superintendent in reference to such
seeds as may be required, and the anlount and variety of vegetables
and fruits it is desirable to raise.
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SEC. 3. He will see that the kitchen is promptly supplied each
lllorning, or at other tinles in the day if so directed, with such vege
tables as nlay be required.

SEC. 4. He will, if possible, prevent any depredations being com
mitted in the garden or nursery, and keep a correct account of all the
products of the garden and nursery, which shall be exhibited as often
as desired.

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

SECTION 1. All persons employed in the premises, and not men
tioned in the foregoing rules and regulations, are expected to be gov
erned by their general spirit, in the performance of whatever duties
may be assigned them.

SEC. 2. In order that enlployes, both male and female, may be
made as familiar as possible with the duties belonging to their situa
tions, a copy of these rules and regulations will be furnished to each
person mentioned therein, upon entering upon their duties, which shall
be preserved and given up whenever they leave or are discharged.
Each employe must give his copy into the office every Saturday even
ing, and a nlemorandum of its having been received will te made. It
is hoped this measure will insure the frequent careful reading of the
rules, and ignorance of the details will not b~ admitted as an excuse
for their not being observed.

SEC. 3. Strangers and others may visit such parts of the Institu
tion as are allowed by the Superintendent, on any day (except Sunday,
on which day visitors shall not be admitted) between the hours of two
and four o'clock P.M., and special care is to be taken that no amount
of visiting is pernlitted in the wards which might prove injurious to
patients.

SEC. 4. Visits offriends to persons engaged in the Hospital must
be made in the Reception Room, and must be brief.

SEC. 5. The Sabbath shall be observed as a day of rest and quiet
at the Hospital.

SEC. 6. In the absence of the Chapiain, the Superintendent may
procure the attendance of some clergyman on each Sabbath day, to
perform auch services as he may direct, and may also provide for lec-

•
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tures and other literary exercises during the week, as he may deenl of
advantage to the patients.

SFC. 7. These By-Laws can be amended or repealed at any meet
ing of the Board by a vote of the majority of the Trustees, notice
thereof having been given at a previous meeting.

Q. These are furnished to every attendant?
A. Yes, sir; or at least there is one on every hall where the at

tendants are, so they have access to it.

Q. You may state if special attention is called to any rule'in it
when an attendant is hired into the Asylum, and if so just take the
book and name the rule and point out specifically, to which rules
special attention is called?

A. Section 5, page 12, of the By-Laws; that section is always
marked.

Q. State in the same connection what special measures were taken
-what was done by you-in reference to that?

A. These By-Laws are frequently called for, for the purpose of
~alling attention to some special by-law, and these laws are marked;
lines dra:'p across the book, or in so~e special way so that it will be
understood, that particular attention is called to that parti~ular by
law, or at least to that particular section.

Q. You may now state to the committee what you do in reference
to the enforcement or non-enforcement of these By-Laws and Rules?

A. If we find any neglect in reference to these By-Laws, we call
the attention of the attendant to them, and if any of special import
ance are violated, we regard that as sufficient grounds for dis
~harge of the attendant without notice.

Q. Do you know of cases where discovery is made Qf viola-
tions of these rules and that you discharged the attendant?

A. Yes, sir; any of those that we regard as essentiaL

Q. How is it with this one you have specially adverted to?
A. That is our stuictest care; we give more strict attention to

this than to any other.
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Q. That you regard as essential?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You heard the testimony of the various witnesses who have
testified before this committee detailing 'particular acts, of what they
have pleased to call acts of neglect or cruelty?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, will you take up each particular act as you call it to
mind, and state the facts in relation to it so far as you have any
knowledge of the same?

A. I do not know as I have any absolute knowledge of any of
these occurrences, except as they relate to myself; at the time, I in
quired into them; some occurred while I was away.

Q. Now, take first those of which relate to yourself, of which
you have special knowledge?

A. The first was with reference to taking a lady patient away
from a window, in which the witness swore that I choked the patient.

Q. Do you renlember what witness that was?
A. I don't relllember the nanle; it was a colored man; would I

be permitted to detail a little?
A. Yes, sir.
A. (Continuing) This lady is what we term a violent patient,

and by some means she had managed to get out through the brick wall
where the workmen were building the addition.

Q. That was previous to this?
A. Yes, sir; and we believed from the circunlstances, and from

what we knew, and from what we gathered in one way or another,
that she had assistance from outside parties. After that we made an
effort to keep her away from having conversation with those parties
whom we suspected. She was kept in her own room. Each one of
the patients had a room to themselves, but she was allowed to come
out into the hall at meal time, and at some other tinles when the at
tendants were not busy so that they could attend to her and keep her
away from the windows. If we went away, she went. to the win
dow and commenced to talk to a colored man down on the ground,
and the girls called to me, and the attendants called to me, that she
was talking to the colored man contrary to my iI,1structiol1s, and they
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cOJlld not get her away, and I went up and took her away. I asked
her to conle away and she refused, and then I went in and took hold
of her arm, I think, but she is a very strong wonlan, very strong and
violent, and I could not pull her away by the arm. Then I think I
put my arm around her neck, and put my foot against the window
casing and pulled her hands loose from the grates, and took her out
into the hall, and with the assistance of the attendants, took her back
into her room.

Q. Was this colored nlan with whom she was talking one of the
colored men whom you had suspected of assisting her to escape be
fore?

A. We had suspected some of them; I did not know; we had
strong grounds for such suspicion.

Q. You may state just briefly the nlatter of the escape, and what
occurred?

A. Well, the brick could not he taken out from the inside of the
building-that was the first suspicion we had.

Q. The brick were taken out of the wall ?
, A. Yes, sir; taken out of the wall from the outside.

Q. And she escaped through the hole Inade?
A. -Yes, sir ;" that was in the third story, and she went out of the

wall into the addition that was building; there were no floors there,
and only a board here and there, and ladders to go down, and I did
not believe she could get down there alone.

Q. Were these colored men working around there during this
time?

A. Yes, sir; they were at work there at the time, and they were
frequently talking with the patients; the window was open and there
was nothing to hinder, and they could look right in the same as into
an open door.

Q. If there were any other facts or circumstances occurring af
terwards to corroborate that, state them.

A. We afterwards found that she had $385 secreted about her
clothes that we had overlooked, and when we took it fronl her, she
appeared to have something secreted, and the attendant thought that
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she had secured some weapon. When they come to search her, she
had this money, and when they took it fronl her she said there was
$400 in the roll, but she gave fifteen dollars to a treacherous colored
man who promised to take her to Lincoln, but he just took her down
to the ground and left her. Concluding that there might be sonle
truth in it., we took the precaution to keep her away fronl the vvin
dowse

Q. You may state what trouble the attendants had, and in what
nlethod this money that was found was secreted?

(The witness then nlade a private statement to the committee.)

Q. Was there any choking? Did you choke this woman?
A. No, sir; I never took my hand to her throat at all; I put my

arm around to her neck to get a strong hold; I could not pull her
away by the arnl, and I might say that the way the bed and the win
dow is situated, only one person could get in there; there is not room
for any two persons to get in and use any force to renlove the pa
tient; I could do better alone than with the attendants.

Q. Take the next case?
A. I think the next relating to me is the one that Mr. Druse re

fers to; that is an unqualified falsehood; nothing of the kind ever
happened, or nothing approximating to it.

Q. State if there were any circumstances out of which it could
have grown; any little thing?

A. I had at first thought that it might be possibly a case out of
which it might be nlade, but it was of a different date, so that if his
date is right there was nothing ever occurred to make it out of.

Q. State to the Senators what occurred out of which you thought
it nlight have grown at any other date?

A. Not far from that time there was a patient brought from Lin
coIn; she was a perfect terror-violent.

Q. Do you mean Lincoln county?
A. This town. I heard a noise and 'some screaming. I was at

the.dinner table and knew by the sound there was something going
on of a violent character, and I jumped up and ran to the ward door
and found the attendant on the outside of the door and the
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patient trying to get out of the door and the attendant trying
to hold it together and she was crying out for help. I found
that the patient had taken her keys; had seized the ring of the keys
and jerked thenl away and pushed her out of the ward, and she was
making an effort to keep the patient from escaping, and they were
struggling at the door, the attendant having the advantage by reason
of being on the outside where there were steps leading up to the door;
she had a chance to brace and pull the door, and she kept her until I
got th~re, and then the next thing was to regain the keys. I stepped
into the ward with Dr. l\1cGlumphy and Mrs. Daily,"with the attend
ants. There was four of us and we succeeded in taking the keys
away, and we had some little strug~le with her after "he had- the door
open. I thought that might be the case he referrpd to.

Q. 'Vhat was the date of that transaction?
A. I think it was the 29th of May; I would not be positive, but

it was not the same date that he gave; he gave the 6th of May;
however, I am not positive about the date, but it was some time after
that.

Q. Was there anything transpired there out of which this story
of Mr. Druse of what occurred on the 6th of May could have grown?

A. No, sir; because anything of that kind would be fixed in nlY
mind; J have no doubt but that I would remenlber anything of that
kind; I might say I know I should remember it.

Q. Now take up the next matter relating to yourself?
A. That is the statement of Mi~s Sisson, last evening. We have

a patient there by the name of Anna Erickson, as she 5tated, who is
a nymphomaniac; she is a large, active person, and any man ~going

into the ward, if she can get a chance, she will grab them and cling
to thenl and hug them; she seizes them about the n~ck or in any
manner that she can hold them, and its almost impossible to get her
off without tearing her clothes. On that account they frequently
kept her in the room, but, of course, occasionally she is out. She
had made sinlilar efforts to get hold of us before whenever she was
on the ward; but the tinle she speaks of, I supposed the patients were
all in bed, and I went up for some errand, to speak to the attendant,
and they were on the hall and the doors were all closed, and I sup
posed the patients were locked In; but as we were talking, they were
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not far from me. This patient came out of the room and ran with
her night dress on. She was prepared for bed and she came out and
ran for me, and, of course, knowing the patient and seeing her COllle
towards me, I knew what to expect; it had occurred so nlany times
that I concluded that I would take some way to prevent her getting
hold of llle; being undressed, it would be very difficult to disengage
her hands and arms; so that I put my hand out in this way (illustrat
ing, arm extended, thulllb and fingers spread as in act of grabbing, so
as to form letter V), I nlanaged it so as ~o have her neck come in con
tack with it and put it under her chin, so that the thunlb would be
on one side of her neck and the fingers on the other. She pressed up
against my hand and tried to reach me, but I kept my arm stiff and
she could not get hold of nle. She struggled quite a little time and tried
to reach me, and tried to reach down further so as to get hold of me,
but I kept her at a distance. She, of course, could back away at any
time when she was ready, into the middle of the room, but I kept
my arm straight, and she pressed up there a little while, and finally
relaxed and I wheeled around behind and I put her in the room and
the girls locked the door.

Q. Did you choke her at all ?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you tighten up the grip of your fingers and thumb?
A. No, sir; I didn't tighten up on her at all; 'the game was to

keep her away, and I took that way to do it. Of course, these in
sane people are very tenacious in what they unde:r:take to do, and she
pressed up pretty firnl]y for say half a minute, until she found it got
uncomfortable and seemed to feel the pressure against nlY hand, and
then she relaxed back. Of course, shE1 could have done so at any
instant that she desired to do so.

Q. Is that all of that case?
A. That is all of it.

Q. Now go over and give the Senators the facts in these other
matters testified to by Miss Sisson, and the circunlstances attending
the same?

A. It has been the custonl with me since I have been at that in
stitution to keep a very sharp lookout for everything that I could; I
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naturally am inclined to be watchful of anything I have anything to
do with, and I anl a bad sleeper I might say, and any little thing
wakes me; it was always so all my life, and any tinle when I hear a
noise that seems to indicate there is trouble, whether these are night
watches or not, I usually get up and step out into the hall where I
can hear plainly, and if I do not see the night watch or learn that
they are on the way, or are where the noise is, I call them and send
them. If I find that they are out of hearing and I see no light
they always have a lantern-if I see no light and the case seems to
be very urgent, I go to find out what it is; but I can only go into
the male wards. The night watch has the keys of the female wards,
and the girls in the wards; no one else has any keys to the female
wards ~xcept the night watch and the female attendants. We have
a way of calling thenl when we want to go in. The time that Miss
Sisson speaks of, especially, the night watch was sick, and in that
ward was an old lady who was very sick, and the night watch being
sick, I felt somewhat uneasy about leaving her alone and no one go
near her during the night; so I took the night watch key and went
in there several tinles during the night, just as I th~ught I _ought to
do, to attend to whatever she needed-give a drink of water-fre
quently she had nourishment or milk and water and so on-and to
attend to her wants. I took the trouble: to go myself. I would say
that the girls there had to work very hard and I didn't feel at lib
erty to call them at night.

Q. When you say the girls you mean the female attendants?
A. Yes, sir. On this occasion when I went in there was sonle

person speaking across the hall; they wanted something, when I went
and unlocked the door they said they wanted a drink of water. I went
to the dining room and unlocked the door and got a cup of water
and took it in and the patient drank the water, and I took the cup
and carried it out into the dining room and locked the door. She
says there was another patient sleeping with this one, and I believe
this was correct.

Q. That is all there was of that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. She spoke of ano~her case?
A. The other case was we had a hysterical girl there-what IS
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called hysterical mania-and she had spells of crying and screallling,
and she would comnlence rather moderately crying until finally
she would get into a perfect screanl. And if we left her to herself
she woulp. scream all night, and of course keep them all awake,
not only in the hall, but in the other parts of the building, and we
could hear her nearly all over the building. They can scream as no
one else can scream. When these spells come on, we take some means to
try to hush thenl up. SOIuetimes we succeed and sometimes not, but
usually the noise can be stopped. While there was no night watch
to go, the same as in the other case, I went in and just told her to
hush up, and went to the bed and put my hand on her mouth to stop
the noise, and get her quiet; when she is once stopped, she will
keep still, and that, however, was quite a cornmon thing with that
patient. Whether I went or whether the attendant went, but it
sometimes happened in the day time, and they would call me to that
patient. See was "not always in that hall; she was at different times
on every hall in the female wdrds.

Q. State in that connection in what manner she was treated in
hushing her up, whether there was any violence used upon her.

A. Oh, no. No, it was not necessary to use any violence at all,
it was just simple to break up the sound. The sound seemed to keep
up the desire to make it, and when you once interfere in that way,
she will quiet down and perhaps be quiet all night, and sometimes
she wouli get to crying again. These spells were only occasional.
Perhaps once in a week, or a few weeks.

Q. On that night had her crying attracted you attention from
below where you were?

A. Yes, sir. I was in bed and got up and dressed myself to go
in. I knew by the sound who it was. We get accustomed to the
different voices of the patients, and when one falls in a fit we know
who it is, and if I hear the voice, I know what has happened and do
not go. Those that have frequent fits, they have a cry peculiar to
themselves. Almost everyone 'that has fits and has been there long,
I know who it is and know ~hat has happened.

Q. Are there any other "circumstances connected with this hysteria
girl and your visit~ng that 1'00111 that you have omitted? If so, state
them. .

8
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A. No, sir, I do not think of any. I thin~ I have stated it
pretty clearly.

Q. There was one other case mentioned by Miss Sisson?
A. Yes, I remember that very well.

Q. J list give the facts in relation to that?
.A. I heard two persons in the female hall crying out and scream

ing and quarreling. I could distinguish by their voices they were
quarreling, and I supposed they were fighting. We sleep a great
many patients two ina bed, and sometirnes they get to quarreling and
fighting, and there being no night watch, I do not know what nlight
take place. They were pretty violently screanling, and when wakened
right out of a so:und sleep, we are not able to state exactly what the
stage of the difficulty is, and it struck me that this was a very urgent
case, and I remember as I was getting up my wife callen out to me
to hurry. I put on my pants and slippers and went into the hall.
Now I might explain how the hall is. It is the same as this hall
here, and the patients are in the room like there leading frOlll the
hall. When I got into the hall, I discovered who it was; I knew
by the voices who the patients were. They were old patients, and I
knew there was no danget, but that it was simply a quarrel, and I
need have no fears of any very serious result, and I went and rapped
on the door and told them to be still, and they quieted and I went
out. I believe I just had my pants and slippers on.

Q. Is that all there was of that?
A. That is the whole story.

Q. You say you heard two female voices crying. Where were
you when you heard them?

A. I was in the center building on the same story that those
patients were.

Q. In your bed?
A4 Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think of any other cases that were mentioned that you
have any personal knowledge of?

A. I had 110 personal knowledge, only as I gained it by examin
ing into the case?

Q. You took up the cases in detail on the order in which they had



(115)

been given, and state what facts you know or ascertained at the time,
and how you ascertained them at the time of the occurrence?

A. The case I think first was of Hedrick, that the man took
away from the mortar box. The 111an is well and ha~ gone home
now.

Q. What about that?
A. I learned they had a little difficulty with him out in the yard.

When they conle in if they have had any trouble, they usually report
it whatever it is; they reported to me or to Dr. Hay.

Q. Is it their duty to do that?
A. Yes, sir, they are required to report all cases of any trouble

with the patients. I went in and saw the man just after he came in,
but I saw nothing of it outside.

Q. What was his condition?
A. There was no appearance of any violence at all; there were

no scratches upon him, and it didn't appear that anything had hap
pened that required any very strict investigation beyond that; there
was no appearal}ce of any violence.

Q. No blood or bruises?
A. No bruiEles of any consequence, and the man never had any

while he was there.

Q. Did he complain of being hurt?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you make an examination of him at the time?
A. I didn't undress him; I just noticed his face, and so far as I

could see without undressing him, there were no appearances of his
having had any trouble.

Q. Did he appear to be suffering any?
A. ~o.

Q. And when did that occur?
A. Well, I could not give the date; it was along sonletime dur

ing the latter part of summer or fall; it was while they were build
ing.

Q. That was the case at the mortar-box.

•
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A. Yes, sir. I might state in this connection in regard to the
patient's going out: They go out right close to the new building;
the door is three or four feet from the work OIl the new build
ding; they passed right out by the new building; my instruc
tions to the attendant were to be careful to keep the patients
away from the new building, and not let them interfere with the
men, so as to prevent them being hurt around the building; I told
him if anything should occur to these Inen by any negligence, we
never should hear the last of it, if a stone or brick should drop
down and break a man's skull, or anything of that sort, and the only
safety would be to keep them away entirely, and not allow them to
climb out, or get in there, or in any way to meddle with the build
ing.

Q. At the time, did any workman, or anybody, challenge your
attention to the fact that this patient at the 'mortar-box had been
roughly handled or used?

A. No, sir; I knew nothing of it all, except what I learned in
the way I have stated; that I learned from the attendants; they said
they had a little tronble with him; I knew he had b~en troublesonle
that day, and what we call a little off--that is, worse some days than
others.

Q. And this was one of his off days?
A. Yes, sir; just how much it amounted to I didn't inquire into

it because I saw the person was not injured, ~nd that is the best evi-
dence to file I can get. .

Q. Now give the next case.
A. The next case I don't think I knew anything at all about;

that is the case of a man falling down in a fit, and the attendants
jumping on him and pounding him.

•
Q. Do you know the patient to which they refer?
.d. I think I know the patient frOln a very sirnple circurllstance

which they mentioned, and what I had learned from the attendants
and others since I heard the story; that is all I knew of it.

Q. Who is the man?
A. The man's Ilame is Palmer.

,Q. What is the nature of his insanity?
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A. He is an epileptic.

Q. Did anybody at any tinle infornl you, or had you any knowl-
edge of, this alleged mistreatment?

A. No, sir; I never heard of it.

Q. Until you heard it testified to here?
A.' No, sir; I would say they didn't always relate those cases to

me, but their instructions are always to relate anything in the way of
violence or any difficulty with the patients either to rne or to Dr.
Hay; if they come to hiln, and he thinks there is no special import
ance, he drops it there; if he thinks it is of any consequence, then
he comes to lue.

Q. You know the time at which the witnesses testified this oc
curred? have you any recollection of the time? do you know whether
you were there or not?

A. I think I was there; I was not away more than over to town;
I was not at any distance. .

Q. Have you any recollection of observing that this particular
patient was in any way injured?

A. No, sir; he is an epileptic, and falls frequently and gets
bruises.

Q. He gets bruises i~ his falling?
A. Yes, sir; in his falling.

Q. When these fits come on him he falls as though he was dead?
A. They most all have some peculiar feature at the time they have fits;

some will start and pull around violently and go down, and some will
slide down easily, and so 011, but this man springs right up from the
floor and gives a jump, and then goes down like a stick of wood, and
thus falls very heavily; he will weigh about two hundred, and is a
very powerful, violent man at times when he has fits.

Q. When these fits are upon him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now take up the next case and tell what you know about
that?

A. I am not quite clear what the next case relates to; it might
be the case of a man being struck with a brick.
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Q. What about that?
A. I did Dot understand the story that way at all; it was not told

to me that way, and there was no evidence that the nlan had been
struck with a brick.

Q. State the facts and the condition of the patient at that time,
and what did occur?

A. This was the man Ryma that threw me down that' I \-vas
mentioning, and he was known to be a violent man and also an epi
leptic; the way the story was told to me was that Ryma caught up a
brick and stood in a threatening manner towards the attendant who
was trying to get him into the house; they were returning to the
house, and the nlan was for some reason unwilling to come in, and
he caught up a brick, and the attendant told me that he followed hinl
up cautiously, and he kept backing up until he got near enough to
him, and he caught him around the waist, and when he caught him
he dropped the brick and undertook to grapple with him, and he
threw him, and in that way they got possession of him and took him
into the building.

Q. Did you see the patient immediately after he was taken into
the building?

A. I do not think I saw him after he was taken into the building;
I think I heard of it after the occurrence; I did not hear of it im
mediately.

Q. Were there any bruises or blood-state his physical condi
tion?

A. I think there were some little bruises about his face, or on the
side of his face, but nothing unusual with that Dlan, because he used
to fall in fits frequently, and it was so often that he had the bruises
that I didn't think there was anything remarkable about it. I am
not positive that I knew he got bruised at that time.

Q. Who was the attendant that had that man in charge?
A. The patient belonged in the third ward, but the attendant, I

think, who brought him in, was Mr. Christner, the man in the second
ward.

Q. Where is he now?
A. He is employed at the Hospital, and is now present in the

room.
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Q. Pass to the next case?
A. The case of the man going to the water-cooler to get water, I

never heard of until I heard it here; and the man that was knocked
down, as they state, and turned heels over head, I never heard of
until I heard of it here.

Q. Was it stated who was the attendant on that man?
A. I do not recollect, but the man that had a broken rib, I heard

all about tha.t. '

Q. State the facts about that?
A. Dr. Hay was out to see the man while they were having the

tussle with him, and he told me what he saw, and the attendant told
what had happened. The man had just come here the day or a day or
two before from Iowa, and he started to go back when they went out.
The attendants were strangers to him, and these men are generally
a little more troublesome until they get acquainted with the attend
ants. The attendant went to bring him back and he didn't recognize
him as his attendant, and he refused to come back; another attendant
saw he was having a little trouble getting him back, and he went to
assist him, and finally they took hold of him and he began to struggle,
and they threw him down. A patient, who is quite apt to be meddle
some in one way or another, saw the struggle and thought he had to
do something, ran up and kicked him in the ribs.

Q. What patient was that?
A. His name is Deitrich Myers; and Dr. Hay about that time

came up to the patient; he quite frequently goes out to help take the
patients out and take them in, and he has more directll the care of
the men in all these transactions than I had. He went up to where
they were and he said they were afraid to let him up, but finally he
said let him up anyway, and so they let him up and took him into
the house.

Q. Then it was another patient that rushed up there and kicked
him?

A. Yes; I took his word for it in that casc.

Q. That patient was Deitrich Myers?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now were there any other cases?
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A. I would say farther in this case, that the patient seemed to
suffer some from this injury, and Dr. Hayexaluined it and concluded
the rib was broken. The patient had had the rib broken before
while he was in Iowa; he was a man they had had some trouble
with.

Q. While he was in the Iowa Asylum?
A. Yes, sir. He had already put the bandage on, and with the

bandage on I could not discover whether the rib was broken or not;
I knew if it was broken that was right, and he didn't seem to be
suffering and I let it lay, and in about two weeks he seenled to be as
well as ever and the bandage was taken off.

Q. There was another case, that was the escaping patient over
across the creek?

A. I was away from home and didn't know anything about it
except what they told me when I came back.

Q. Where were you at that time?
A. I was over to town, and when I got home at night I was told

that the man ran away and they brought him back, and I inquired of
Dr. Hay if he was hurt and he said he showed fight and the attend
ants threw him down; he could see them though he was quite a
distance away, and he examined it when he caUle in and he said he
was not hurt; I din't see the patient until the next morning.

Q. What was his condition when you saw him the next morning?
A. It was just as it wac;; befor@ they had any trouble with him; I

didn't see any-I think though he had a little scratch on his face, but
nothing of any consequence or nothing that would be thought any
thing of.

Q. Do you think of any other instance that has been narrated or
has not been narrated?

A. I could mention a great Inany that have not been narrated,
because these difficulties we expect.

Q. But where a patient was struck or kicked by an attendant?
A. Yes, I have known them. We have had occasion, of course,

to discharge I do not know but twenty or thirty men for what I
thought was improper treatment of patients.
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Q. Now, when it came to your knowledge that an attendant had
kicked or struck a patient, what did you do?

A. Unless I was thoroughly satisfied that it was necessary for his
own protection, I discharged him; 1 never failed to send a man away
that abused a patient, if I knew it, unless I was thoroughly satisfied
that it was the best he could do.

Q. Have you a record of the discharges and the cause for dis
charges?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, I will ask you if you will make out a table and hand
to the comnlittee, showing the nalnes of the eInployes, when employed,
when discharged, and for what cause discharged?

A. Yes, I can do that.

Q. Can you have it done to-morrow?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And hand it to Senator Connor?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you think of any other case that has been mentioned by
the witnesses?

A. I do not know that I recollect of any other case. I recollect
of their speaking of a nlan that started to go away, and the attendant
went after hinl and he brought hiIll back, and he struck him and
kicked him as he was coming back. He went off by the south wing,
and one of the lady attendants told me, of the occurrence, and I called
the man to account for it and he confessed to the facts in the case and
I discharged him. Of course I should never have known it except
this attendant on the fenlale side said she saw a certain person abuse a
patient, and she thought it was her duty to let me know it.

Q. And that was the case on the south wing?
A. Yes, sir, that was four years ago.

Q. Do you remember the name of the attendant that was dis
charged?

A. No, sir. I cannot tell the name of the attendant.

Q. Do you remeInber the nanle of the patient?

-~---I
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A. No, sir. I am not sure .that I remember the na11?-e of the
patient.

Q. Do you know anything about this man that threw Taylor
down?

A. Yes, sir, that is the same Deitrich that kicked the man in the
ribs.

Q. Did you know about the circumstances?
A. I knew that he had a little trouble with him, but I did not

know just the character of it until since this investigation commenced.
He is the man that says he owns the place and owns everything about
there, and he' goes about and does a great deal of good work, and
brings in the vegetables and is quite a useful man around, but still
he owns everything and we regard him as a harmless man, except
that he sometimes interferes as he did in this case, and thinks he has
something to do with it and will just bolt along and interfere, and
we have to set him back a little, but in this case he came in and dis
charged Mr. Taylor and told him to go out of the store-room, that
was his store and he would run it.

Q. Will you tell the cOlllmittee about Lawson's brother? You
will recollect Mr. Lawson's evidence here.

A. Mr. Lawson's brother came to the hospital, a very wild,
crazy man. He was a very large, robust fellow, and I think the
stoutest man in the house at the time he was there. It was during
the early part of the summer I think that he was there, but I am not
just positive that was just the the time, but it was during pleas
ant weather, and these :men frequently go out when they want any
thing, and they go out and do any kind of work that is being done
suitable for them to do, and this man went out to where they were
digging up a couple of hitching posts, they "\vanted to move them
further away after the new building was put up, and after he got it
loosened a little he took hold of the post and pulled it out of the
ground and threw it around over his head as easily as a person would
a common sized cane, and the men around him all ran away; they were
afraid of him, and he went to work and dug the other up alone and
pulled that up and threw it around and he acted so strangely they were
rather afraid to go near him, and finally we sent for a nlan to come
and take him into the house, and he took him in, and from that we

)
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concluded he was not a safe man to go out, but they had trouble with
him frequently on the ward, and whenever he made a move it was to hur t
somebody. Th~y sometimes had to use some means to restrain him so
that he could not have the use of his arms to hit out and hurt other
patients. At one time that I remember of, I went up into the ward
and he had a black eye. I said to the attendant "What ha~ hap
pened to this DIan? " and he said he was trying to run the ward this
morning and got into trouble with the other patients and they
had to lay hold of him and confine him. I think he had on what
we call wrist straps, that is, a strap around the wrist and going
around the waist so that while they have the use of the arms, they
could not strike out. He had quite a bad black eye, and knowing
that he was a violent man, I took that as satisfactory.

Q. Which of these p::ttients wag it? I r~m3mber it being al
luded to they knocked you down.

A. This was a patient named Willam Judd. He, was a luan that
was in the Hospital when I came here. He was regarded as a violent
man, and the worst man in the house for probably a year or two. He
was a man that was dreaded by every body in the house more than
any other. He was a perfect nlaniac-as perfect as a picture could
be drawn or described, and I went up to the ward and told him that
a friend had called to see him~ The only person that had ever
called to see him when I was there, and .he was in the room and I
said" Judd, there is a friend come to see you;" and without raising
his eyes, he drew up and struck me and he struck me in the region of
the heart. Of course, a perfectly unexpected blow knocked me down,
and knocked me clear out of the room and that is the last I knew
about it for a space of I don't know how long, but I was lying on
the bed the first I knew, and the other night was the first time I told
anybody out side of the ward. I told thelu not to say anYfhing
about it.

Q. Where was Mr. Druse then?
A. Mr. Druse was at work there.

'Q. He alluded to something occurring in the ward. What I was
inquiring particularly for was, to get at what he meant?

A. I remember the case that he was inquiring about; it was the case
of Ryma, the same nlan that had the brick. Mr. Rylna, when he
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first came there was determined to get out, and he said to l11e that he
was going out of the ward dead or alive. Well, I tried to get awa.y
from him and backed back and kept backing towards the door.
Just then the patients were goin~ in to dinner, and I concluded
that he would go into dinner, and that would allow me a chance
to get a way from him. The attendants were in the dining
room preparing the dinner and they were filing into the room
and finally they all went in and left him there, and he did not go in
but kept following nle up. As I got near the door and took the key
to unlock the door, he grabbed me and kept me down, holding me
with his hands and jounced his knees across my chest. The attend
ants heard the noise and came there and we got hin into what we call
the strong room-a room with heavy shutters over the windows de
signed for a person in a violent condition, with no bed in it; just a
bare room. We had just got the door shut and got away from him
when we heard a racket and the next minute down came the door.
He had caught hold of the shutter which we supposed to be proof
against any person, and jerked it off taking the casing of the window
with it, and he took the shutter up and struck the door and out came
the shutter and all into the hall, and. then he sprang up and struck
the outside door and knocked that down, but before he could recover
from. the effort to throw the shutter against the door the attendants
caught hirn around the waist and we all laid hold of him and bound
him.

Q. The strong room was broken down?
A. Yes, sir; the outside door was broken down, and there was

nothing between him then and the hall and the outside of the build
ing; that is all there was of that, but we had a severe struggle to get
possession of hinl and get him bound, and in that tinle he got his
face bruised.

Q. In that struggle it was where he got his face bruised?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you tell the committee the character of those bruises?
A. I cannot tell very distinctly; his face was bruised consider-

ably; he struggled just like a wild wolf, and he paid no attention
to hurting us or himself; he was in a perfect rage, and he would
have killed us if there was any possible means that he could have
done it, and we were as anxious to hold him as he was to get away.
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Q. N oWJ passing over that, you heard the testimony of Miss
Sisson about the washing; how about that? Are these patients
ever required to w:"~sh ?

A. It is perfectly voluntary, any work they do; we sometimes
encourage them to go out, supposing it is for their benefit, but no
one goes to th3 wash-house except those that choose to go there.

Q. How about the ironing?
A. It is the same with the ironing; it is the same with those that

go to the sewing-room; there are generally more volunteer to go
than we can make place for.

Q. If you think of any other matter or thing that you deem
important to state, tell it?

A. I do not know as I do, but I would state this-that while we
know these people will have violent spells, we anticipate it and know
it will come sooner or later, the understanding is and a strict order
in obedience to these by-laws is to be met with sufficient force to
overcome the patient, and no more; that a kick or blow is perfectiy
inexcusable if given except in absolute self-defen~e, and if it com~s
to my knowledge it is my duty to discharge hinl.

Q. Have you uniformly done that?
A. I have always done that. There were some cases where I

have been in doubt, but never where I was thoroughly satisfied that
moore force was used than was necessary to take care of the patient, I
have not retained anybody in the service.

Q. How long have these rules that have been offered been in
force in the Asylum?

A. They were in force when I came there, and have been
ever since; I think they were there when the Asylum was first
established, from the fact that they were copied from the Iowa
by-laws, where the patients used to be kept before the ~sy

lum "was built.

Q. All these institutions have similar by-laws?
A. They are very similar.

Q. If there is any other thing in relation to the genel'al man
agement of the institution or general treatment of these patients
that you desire to state, please state it?
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A. I do not know that there is anything in peculiar in ou r
treatment. We all have a little different way in doing things,
the same as in the practice of medicine, but it is the universal
demand of the community that these people should be treated as
well as possible, and that I believe is as strictly carried out in
this institution as in any institution in the United States. There
are institutions where they have appurtenances for taking care of
the patients, more complete than \ve have, but, of course, we
have to do the best with what we have.

Q. Now, in relation to switching this man that was testified
to. I alluded to it once, but I think it was passed over. Do
you know anything about that?

A. No, sir; I never heard of it until the \vitness stated it
here-at least the day before.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. How do you fix the time of the woman being at the win
dow as the same time testified to by the colored man?

A. I fix it in this way: that she was talking at the window
with the colored man, and the only time in my recollection that
I was called upon to take her away from the window. I remem
ber distinctly of the colored man being outside talking to her,
and that is the reason of their calling me to keep her away from
the window.

Q. Was the woman patient in the habit of going to the win
dow?

A. Yes; if she could get a chance she would go to the win
dow, and we hadn't paid much attention to it until after she had
got out of the building. After that the instructions to the at
tendant were not to let her go to the window.

Q. You know nothing of her giving the colored man fifteen
dollars?

A. No, sir; only as I have related it here.

Q. You say that Mr. Druse's statement about you i::; unquali
fiedly false?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Which part o~ the statement?
A. The part in relation to the choking of the WOluan.

Q. Do you remember the date fixed by Mr. Druse when he
.charg-ed that you aid this choking? •

A. No, sir; I don't deny it on that ground. I deny it from
the fact that I never choked one, and I know that he never saw
me do it because I never did it.

Q. How do you recall the circumstance of putting ou t your
hand as you say, and the woman patient coming in contact
with it?

A. I recall the circumstance in this way: that I went up into
the ball-as I supposed the patients were ail in bed-and this
patient came out of the room with her night-dress on and made
a spring for me.

Q. But bow do .you recognize that as the time testified to by
Miss Sisson?

A. B~cause she stated that fact that she came out of t~e

room with her night-dress on.

Q. Is it a fact that you told Miss Sisson and her companion
not to interfere, but to let you take the patient?

A. I think I did. I think I said something to that effect.

Q. If they were in attendance and could have taken the pa
tient and put her to bed, as Miss Sisson testified they could have
done, why did you want to interfere with the patient?

A. I thought I would be quite as likely to get along with her
with little trouble as if they took hold of her. Frequently, when
they undertook to take her away, she would struggle until she
would get hold of you and I thought that I could keep her up
right and could keep her off and get clear of her with little·
trouble.

Q. It was distasteful for you to come in contact with this wo
man patient?

A. It was distasteful to me to have her get hold of me and
cling to me.

Q. Do I understand you to say that you do Dot have control
of the keys of the female wards?



(128)

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who has charge of the keys?
A. The lady attendants of the ward and the night watch.

Q. No one else have the keys?
A. No, sir.

Q. How do you remember the circumstance Miss Sisson tes
tifies that you caIne into the ward, and how do you renlember
the circumstance of the night \vatch 1>eing away that particular
night?

A. I simply remlJmber the fact that we hal a sick patien t
there and the night watch was sick. The night watch was the
cook's wife and she was sick, and whenever she was sick I called
for her to leave the keys with me so tha..t I could go in, because
we were afraid she might die during the night

Q. Was that the only time before or up to tha~ time that
there bad been sick patients in that \vard ?

A. No, sir.

Q. Was that the only time up to that time that you had gone
into that ward at night?

A. Up to that time I think I never had, unless I was called
by the night watch.

Q. The second case testified to by Miss Sisson, do you remelnber
the circumstance of going into the ward as testified to by her?

A. I don't know as I remember the order in which she spoke ..of
them, whether it was the case of the hysteria or the case of the wo
men fighting.

Q. Do you remenlber how nlany times you went into the ward
during the time Miss Sisson was there?

A. :No, sir; but I remember when she related them. I had the
keys all the time the night watch was sick, and didn't give thenl up
until she was able to attend to her duty; but since she gave'the cir
cumstance I remember it occurred. I had occasion to go into the
other wards frequently. There were three wards that she had the
keys to, and rnore frequently on the third ward than on the second.

Q. In the case of Hedrick, after you learned of the difficulty with
Hedrick, did you discharge the attendant?
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A. No, sir.

Q. In the case of Ryma, where it was alleged that he was struck
with the half of a brick-bat, did you hear of that circumstance at the
time?

A. I did not hear that he was struck with a brick-bat. I heard
that he had a brick in his hand.

Q. Did you hear of the difficulty?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How soon after it occurred did you hear of it ?
A. I am not positive whether I heard of it that day or the next.

I heard of it soon, I know, and saw him soon after.

Q. Was he bruised on the face?
A. Yes, his face was bruised some.

Q. You say Ohristner brought him in ?
A. Yes, sir; or at least that was the way I understood it. I was

not there at the time; that is the way I recollect it.

Q. Did you discharge Christner?
A. No, sir: as I understood the case, it was only what he was

obliged to do in self-defense, to take care of him, and he had to catch
him, and get possession of him in that manner.

Q. Did you inquire of witnesses or other parties as to whether
Christner's story were true or n-::t?

A. I am not positive in regard to that, whether I inquired of any
one else or not. I examined the man and. I saw that there was noth
ing serious in his injuries. He was a man that used to fall frequently
in fits, and frequently had bruises, and it didn't strike me as being
anything unusual, or anything renlarkable in the case, and as the cir
cumstances were related, I could not see that there was any ground
for discharging him.

Q. But you did take Christner's simple statement for the fact?
A. I took his statement, but whether I had any positive evidence

I could not state; I may have had. In such cases we take more the
appearance of the man where he has trOllble.

Q. You remember the Searle difficulty?
9
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A. I knew nothing about that except as I saw the man the next
day, and it was related to me next day; and it was related to me by
Dr. Hay.

Q. Did Dr. Hay personally know what was done to Searle?
A. No, sir, I judge not; but he said he could see hinl, and saw

when they overtook him they had a struggle, but to what extent he
could not say, but the man had no appearance of being injured.

Q. Did you discharge the attendants in that case?
A. No, sir; however, I would say that one of them was discharged

within a few days from that time, but I could locate no blanle on him
as related to that case.

Q. He was not discharged for anything that he did to Searle?
A. No, sir.

Q. How does it come, if the female patients voluntarily go to
wash, how does it COlne that three or four of the female patients do
washing and the others do not.

A. There were some persons that sooner wash than do anything
else; they like to go out to the wash-house; they have other places
where they choose to go; they perhaps liked to be with the ladies that
do the washing, and others like to go to the sewing room, and they
have their choice where to go; in that respect, their work is volun
tary, and it is a concession on their part, and consequently they do
just as they are a mind to about it.

Q. Who were the attendants that had the struggle with Mr. Law
son's brother?

A. I am not very positive now, who the attendant was, but think
his n.ame was Stetzel.

Q. Is he still in the Institution?
A . No, sir; there were different attendants on the ward while Mr.

Lawson was there. He was there a year and a half, and the attend
ants changed quite frequently. There was a man there about that
time by the ~ame of Eastman, but h e left about that time and whether
he was there just at that time or not,. I am not certain.

By J ud ge Mason:

Q. What is the custom, or practice, at the Insane Asylum, as to
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investiga.tions of trouble between attendants and patients when the
~atter is brought to your knowledge, or when you have knowledge
of it?

A. The custom is, that if any trouhle seeIns to be unavoidable,
they are to inform us, if possible, and we go to the ward to do what
seems to be the best. If they are forced to trouble that they can...
not avoid, they are to do just as much and no more as it is necessary
to take care of the patient, and then to inform us; and if any trouble
occurs outside of the house, they are to inform us as soon as they COlne
in of the character of the difficulty, so that we may investigate as
closely as we can. . , i

Q. After a difficulty has occurred, what is the rule or cugtom as
to investigating- the facts relating to it?

A. If we see the patient and there are no torn clothes, or bruises,
or dirt on them, why we conclude that it must have heen quite tri...
fling; that in connection with the statement of the attendant and the
patient, if they make any complaint, or any bruises, and if we have
any fears of that kind we manage as soon as possible to have them
bathe. 'Ve generally take that method of having them bathe, to
see if they have any bruises on them, or anything of that sort.

Q. Do you remember that Lawson said, or testified that his
brother didn't speak to him after his visit to him? What class of in
sanity, or what character of insanity, and what was his changed con
dition of tt ?

A. I never discovered that there was any change at that time; no
apparent change. When he first came into the Hospital he was re
garded as a violent man and he was placed in a violent ward for six
nlonihs. He was quite a violent man a great deal of the time; then
he began to grow quiet and sort of stupid, and gradually went into
that state and finally became perfectly stupid and alnlost had the ap
pearance of an idiot; towards the last, he would take his food and lie
in bed, and he just knew enough to eat: He was demented.

Q. How in respect to his speaking?
A. He never spoke in English, and he spoke very little.

Q. Did you notice any change in his talking soon after his
brother saw him?
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A. No, sir, we did not see any particular change; the chan~

was very gradual, almost unobserved.

Questioned by Mr. Kendall :

Q. Was he what is known as a demented patient when he
died?

A. Yes, sir.

By Judge Mason:,
Q. Is it or is it not fact that this brother, the witness, re

quested the Insane Asylum to furnish a coffin to bury his brother
in?

A. He was there several times just previous to the man's
death, and said when he died he wished to take him away to bury
him; when he died, I spoke to him through the telephone; he
was at the gas-house, and I expected him out to get the remains,
but I think he didn't come until the next day, and shortly before
'he came out he asked if the Hospital furnished the coffin; I told
him it was the custonl ,,~ith people who took their friends away
to bury them, to furnish their own coffin, and we had sorne little
further explanation and words about it, and finally he brought
the coffin out. The idea was to get rid of buying the coffin, if
possible.

Q. Was Dr. Hay there at the time this man Lawson was siek
and died?
. A. Yes, sir; he was there during his sickness; he was the
.physician.

(Signed) H. P. MATHEWSON.

TESTIMONY OF R. C. CHRISTNER.

R. C. Christner, sworn.

Examined by Judge Mason:

Q. What is your occupation?
A. Attendant on the second ward of the Insane Asylum.
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Q. How long have you been an attendant?
A. Since the 13th September, '81.

Q. Do you remember the incident of the patient at the mortar-
box?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. State the facts in relation to that matter?
A. Mr. Hedrick was the patient; he went to the mortar-box

and took a hoe and commenced to mix mortar; I approached
him and took him by the arm; he dropped the hoe and I told
him to go into the yard; he turned and struck at me, and then
Mr. Burns came up and took him by the back and assisted me
in getting him in the yard. We then threw him and held him
for about a minute, then we let him up.

Q. Well, how about striking him?
A. We didn't strike him, or kick him, or choke him.

Q. Neither of you?
A. No, sir, neither of us, to my recollection; I didn't see any

person strike him, or kick him, or choke him.

Q. Who were the attendants who were there?
A. Mr. Burns was there, and Mr. Slatterly was present, but

he didn't assist.

Q. Where is Burns now?
A. He left some time ago, but I don7t know where he went to.

Q. Where is Slatterly? .
A. I don't know where he went.

Q. What did you say or do to the patient that made him
strike at you?'.

A. I asked him to go into the yard and I took hold of his,
shoulder, and told him he was not in the right place; I think
that is all I said to him.

Q. What did he say about getting a drink?
A. I don't think he said anything about getting a drink;

there was not any water near where he was; the water was at
the other side.
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Q. Did you kick or strike this patient?
A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did you see Slatterly k.ick or slap the patient?
A. No, sir; Slatt-erly did not kick or strike him to my knowl-

edge.

Q. Did you see B urns kick or strike him?
A. No, sir.

Q. Was he kicked or struck?
A. No, sir; I didn't see him kicked or struck.

Q. Did either of you stamp on him when he was down?
A. No, sir.

Q. What did you thr0w him down for?
A. Well, he resisted when I took him to the yard, and we had

to throw him down; he made great resistance when we got him
to the yard.

Q. Was he a strong man?
A. He was strong.

Q. What happened after you let him up?
A. Well, he went into the yard.

Q. Did anything further occur?
A. No, sir, nothing further.

Q. Were you present when the difficulty occurred with Ryma?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You know this patient Ryma?
A. Yes, sir, I do.

Q. Were you present when there was a brickbat used by some
one?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. State the facts about that?
A. Well, when they called all into the ward, Mr. Ryma re

fused to go, and I took him by the shoulder and went to lead
him in, and I led him a few rods and he went himself, and when
he came to where the bricks were, he took a brick and turned
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round to strike me and swore at me, and I clinched him and
threw him down.

Q. In what position did he have the brick?
A. He had the brick in his hand, and he held the brick up

this way (illustrating by holding hand above the head in attitude
of striking), already to throw at me, and before he had a chance
to throw at ,me, I clinched him.

Q. What did he say?
A. I don't recollect the language he used. I clinched him

and threw him down, and then his attendants took him to his
ward-to the third ward; that is all I know about him.

Q. Did you strike that man with a brickbat?
A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did any attendant strike him with a brickbat?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did either of the attendants have a brickbat?
A. No, sir; no one but Ryma had a brickbat.

Q. Did anyone offer to use a brickbat but Ryma?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, can you fix about the time of that occurrence?
A. I cannot; no, sir.

Q. Whereabouts was it?
A. Right close to the building-about a rod from the en

trance door.

Q. Which door?
A. The bottom door at the north end-the basement door.

Q. Do you remember a patient by the name of Searle?
A. I do.

Q. Do you remember of his being pursued one day?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. State the facts in relation to that matter, 'what occurred
and what was done?

A. That was on Sunday morning, we were out in the yard
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for exercise. Mr. Searle started to run off, and Mr. Merrill and
Mr. Mansfield and myself started after him. Mr. Merrill and
Mr. Mansfield overtook him at the railroad. I was about four
rods behind. Mr. Searle took up a lump of what I thought was
clay and showed fight. Mr. Merrill and Mansfield took hold of
him and were bringing him back, and when they got a few rods
from the railroad, he made a terrible resistance. I then arrived
at the spot and took hold of him and threw hinl down.

Q. What else did you do?
A. That is all.

Q. Did you kick him?
A. No, sir, we did not.

Q. Did anyone of the attendants kick him?
A.. I didn't see any person strike him or kick him.

Q. How about the blood on his face?
A. He said hinlself that he got the blood on his face by get

ting through a barb wire fence. We had to cross a barb wire
fence.

Q. Did you cross this barb wire fence in your pursuit?
A. I did, yes, sir.

Q. And when you overtook him was his face bloody?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And cut?
A. Yes, air.

Q. Whereabouts hid he seem to be hurt?
A. I think it wa! somewhere on the cheek. I remember see-

ing the blood on his cheek when we caught him.

Q. Did you cross the creek on your return with the patient?
A. We did. Yes,. sir.

Q. Did you stop at the creek and wash the blood off his
face?

A. I think not. No, sir.

Q. You think you did not?
A. No, sir, ·we did not.
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Q. In returning with the patient, which one of you struck-him
or kicked him?

A. There ,vas not anyone of us struck him that I recollect, or
kicked him.

Q. Was he bruised or injured in any manner, except this
hurt by the wire hurt?

A. No, sir.

Q. This you say was on Sunday morning?
A. On Sunday.

Q. Which way was he escaping from the Asylum?
A. Almost north from the Asylum, towards town, and he got

right on the railroad.

Q. Did Mr. Nelson come over there on a horse?
A. No, sir.

Q. Who did come?
A. Mr. Lennon and Mr. Nelson's son.

Q. They came over on horseback?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Had you overtaken and stopped the patient before they
arrived·?

A. I think so; I am not positive; I think we had.

Q. Do you remember a patient by the name of Dietrick
Myers?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember of his getting his ribs hurt on~ day?
A. No, sir. ' " .

Q. It was J. C. Parks, I believe?
A. Yes, I remember that case.

Q. You remember of J. C. Parks being hurt?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you present at the time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. State the facts all about that?
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A. They were in the yard for exercise, and Mr. Parks was
wandering- out. And I took him by the shoulder and was bring.
ing him back, and he turned on me and struck at me twice.

Q. How did he strike?
A. With his fist, and he struck at me twice, and Mr. Gilbert,

the attendant, was present, and he took him and assisted in get
ting him into the yard, and when we got him into the yard, he
made a terrible resistance, and we had to throw him down. We
had a struggle with him, and we threw him down, and Mr.
Myers, Dietrick Myers, came Ul-' and kicked him, and Aleck
Bremer, another patient, was there and we thought he kicked
him too.

Q. Who was Dietrick Myers?
A. He was a patient.

Q. Who was this other man you mentioned?
A. Aleck Bremer? He was a patient too.

Q. Why did you let this patient come to him?
A. We could not help ourselves. We were in a struggle with

Parks, and the patients were there and they came to our assist
ance, and as soon as Mr. Parks was quiet we quieted the patients.

Q. Couldn't you stop those patients?
A. No, sir. There were three patients and only two at·

tendants.

Q. Who was the other attendant?
A. Mr. Gilbert.

Q. Did you or Gilbert strike him?
A. No, sir, we did not.

Q. Did you kick him?
A. No, sir.

Q. What did you do with the patient after that?
A. Dr. Hay and I took hi,n to the ward.

Q. How soon did Dr. Hay get there?
A. He came before we got throug-h with our struggle.
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Q. Where IS Dr. Hay?
A. I don't know, but I suppose he is at the Asylunl.

Q. Were you out at the time Mr. Nelson switched some
patients for falling behind in the rear?

A. No, sir, I do not. I don't know any thing about that.

Q. Is there any act that you remeruber of having a struggle
with this patient?

A. We had some trouble with Mr. Palmer once, but I have
not a distinct recollection of what occurred on that day.

Q. Who had this trouble?
A. I don't recollect all the parties, I was implicated, he

would not keep his slippers on.

Q. This was in the ward?
A. No, sir, this was in the yard.
A. We were out in the yard for exercise and the ground was

wet, and he would'ent keep bis slippers on and we went up to
him. I don't kno~ whether it was me or another attendant and
told him to keep his slippers on.

Q. What occurred?
A. I don't recollect what occurred exactly, but we had con

siderable trouble and we took him to the ward.

Q. Did you throw him down ?
A. I don't recollect of throwing him down.

.....

Q. Did you ever see a circumstance of this kind-of a patient
being thrown down and then being ended over?

A. No, sir, I never did.

Q. Did you ever see anything of that kind?
A. No, sir.

Q. Are the attendants allo,ved to kick or strike the patients
there?

A. No, sir, it is strictly forbidden.

Q. What is done when they do?
A. We expect a discharge when we strike or kick one.
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Q. Is this rule made universal on all attendants?
A. Yes, I think so.

Q. State whether that is understood to be the rule on all at
tendants, or whether that is just s'mooth talk as has been stated

A. I was cautioned'frequently as to being kind to the patients,
and to never kick or strike them.

Q. How long have you been there?
A. Since the 13th of September '81, or about seventeen

months.

Q. 'Whenever it has been brought to the knowledge of the
Doctor that the attendant kicks or strikes a patient, what does
he do?

A. He discharges them.

,Q. Have you known them to be discharged for this cause?
A. I think so.

Q. Do you know so?
A. Yes, sir, I have thought so.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. What was Hedrick doing when he was at the mortar box?
A. He was mixing mortar.

Q. With what?
A. With a hoe.

Q. Did youcollsider that out of the way?
A. Yes, sir, I did.

Q. When you undertook to lead him away, did he resist?
A. He did. Yes, sir.

Q. What did he say to you?
A' He said he would not go, and he struck at me twice.

Q. Did'ent he say" Let lne alone, I anl doing no harm?"
A. I don't think he did.

Q. Would you swear that he did'ent say that?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. How did he strike at you?
A. He struck at me with his fist with his hand shut.

Q. How near were you to him?
A. I was close to him, probably within two feet.

Q. Did he hit you?
A. No, sir, he did not.

Q. What did you do next?
A. Took him by the shoulder and was going to lead him

along, and Mr. Burns grabbed him from behind.

Q. Did you ask Mr. Burns to grab hhn?
A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. How did it come that Burns was there ready to grab him?
A. Because there is always, or nearly always, two attendants

on that corner near the building.

Q. Had you put your own hand on the patient \vhen Burns
stepped up and grabbed him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did Burns do immediately after grabbing him, what
was the next thing done?

A. He assisted me in taking hinl to the yard.

Q. What do you mean by "the yard?"
A. There are certain limits where \ve keep the patients; there

is no fence but there is a limit where we keep the patients when
they are out for exercise.

Q. And you caught him over there?
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Were you holding him by the arm?
A. I dont recollect whether I kept hold of his arm all the

time, but Mr. Burns had hold of him.

Q. But he went over and you caught him?
A. Yes,8ir.

Q. And you thre\v him down?
A. Yes, sir, because he made a terrible resistance, and we

had to.
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Q. How did it come that he made a resistance right there?
A. I don't know why he made the resistance, but suppose it

was because he was so inclined.

Q. Who threw him down?
A. Mr. Burns and I.

Q. How did you throw him down?
A. Mr. Burns had hitn from behind and pulled him back

wards.

Q. How did he fall?
A. He fell very easy, very gently.

Q. Fun length or just partly down ?
A. Just partly down.

Q. Did you ever get hin1 clear down?
A. I do not kno"v that we did.

Q. Do you think you ever did?
A. I could not say whether we did or not. I could not say

whether his head touched the ground or not, but his shoulders
may have touched.

Q. How long did you hold him down?
A. Probably a minute; I do not think any longer than a

minute.

Q. What was done then? Did you both let go of him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did he do?
A. He got up and walked off into the yard.

Q. Whereabouts in the yard did he walk to?
A. He walked toward the center.

Q. What became of him?
A. He went with the rest of the patients until we went into

the hall.

Q. Do you s"vear here that neither you nor Burns kicked
that man?

A. I do; yes, sir.
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Q. You do?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember of seeing any persons present on that
occasion, and near by?

A. I do not recollect who was present at the time.

Q. Do you remember of seeing any persons present or near by ?
A. Yes, sir; there were some persons present.

Q. What were those persons doing?
A. There was one man mixing mortar or plaster.

Q. Do you remember whether they were colored or white men?
A. I think they were white men.

Q. Do you remember seeing any colored men on that occasion, as
you remember it now?

A. No, sir; I do not recollect of s.eeing any colored men.

Q. You never kicked him?
A. No, sir.

Q. And never struck him?
A. No, sir.

Q. And never choked him?
A. No, sir.

Q. And did nothing but let him down easy?
A. That is all.

Q. Now, sir, if he was struggling violently when he was up, why
didn't he continue to struggle when. he was down?

A. Mr. Burns held one arm and I the other,. and Mr. Burns was
a,straddle of him.

Q. Did he sit on him?
A. No, I do not think he sat on him j I think he was a straddle

of about his breast.

Q. What was your position when Burns was a straddle of him?
A. I was on one side a hold of his arm.

Q. Did Mr. Burns have a coat on?
A. I do not k.now.
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Q. You do not know that he sat upon the patient?
A. I do not think he sat upon him; I did not see him.

Q. Did you see him a straddle of his breast?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you holding one or both arms when Burns was a strad-
dle of his breast?

A. I was holding his left arm.

Q. What was the patient doing with his right arm?
A. He was doing nothing; Mr Burns was holding it.

Q. He was straddle of him and holding his right arm.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did he have his arm? how was he holding it ?
A. He was holding it on the ground.

Q. Was he leaning over in this way and holding his arm or sit-
timg up straight and holding?

A. I do not recollect his position.

Q. Was the arm out at full length?
A. Yes, I think it was,

Q. Then he lllust necessarily have leaned clear over to hold it?
A. He may have leaned over a little.

Q. Do you remember of some one saying to you upon that occa
sion, asking you "are you going to kill the patient; are you going to
kill this man?

A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. Do you remmnber of anyone speaking to you?
A. Yes, sir; the plasterers spoke to us, but I don't know what

they said; I think spoke in German.

Q. How far off were you from the plasterers?
A. I should think about ten or fifteen feet.

Q. You heard thenl speak?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know what they said?
A. No, sir; I do not know.
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Q. Was their language addressed to you?
A. I do not know to whom their language was addressed.

Q. Did you think it was at that time?
A. I do not know what I thought about it.

Q. Did you or Mr. Burns start in the direction of this man who
spoke to you in a threatening manner?

A. I do not know that he did; I stepped toward him and asked
him what he said, and he didn't make any answer.

Q. Don't you know that either you or ~lr. Burns threatened that
man right there?

A. I did not; no sir.

Q. Don't you know that Mr. Burns did?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do vou know that he did not?
A. I do not know that Mr. Burns spoke a word; I didn't hear

him speak at all.

Q. Did you report this case to Dr. Mathewson?
A. I reported to Dr. Hay; I think so.

Q. When did you make report that to Dr. Hay?
A. After' we went in. .

Q. Where was Dr. Hay at this time?
A. I do not know, I am sure.

Q. What did you tell Dr. Hay?
A. I told him we had had trouble with Hedrick.

Q. Did you tell him that you took him down?
A. I do not recollect what we told him, I am sure.

Q. Where is Hedrick now?
A. I do not kno,v.

Q. How long has he been- discharged?
A. I don't know that.

Q. Is he discharged?
A. I don't know.

10
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Q. Don't you know whether he is in the Asylum?
A. I do not know; he is not on my ward and I do not know

who are on the other wards.

Q. Do you pretend to say that you don't know whether Hedrick
was discharged or not?

A. I do not know.

Q. Do you know what was the nature of his insanity 1
A. No, sir; I do not; but I know that he was a violent pa

tient.

Q. Is this the only difficulty that you ever had with him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say you remember the circumstance of the difficulty with
Ryma?,

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Just commence at the first of that and tell what that difficulty
was, how it occurred~ and when it occurred?

A. When we called the men all into the wards, he refused to
come.

Q. Were they out doors?
A. ']hey were out in the yard for exercise, and we called them

into the wards, and he wouldn't come. I took hold of him-of his
shoulder-and pulled him along for a few rods and then he went
himself until he came to the brick pile and he grabbed a brick froID
the pile and showed fight. '

Q. How far were you from him when he grabbed this brick?
A. Oh, just a few feet. May be ten or fifteen feet.

Q. Was he in advance of you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What kind of a brick was it that be grabbed up?
A. Just a common brick.

Q. A full brick?
A. Yes, sir, a full brick.

Q. You are sure of that?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. What did he do with the brick?
A. He took a brick froru the pile and drew it up in this way

to strike me, (with haud drawn back above the head) and I
clinched him and threw him down.

Q. Did he still have the brick in his hand when you clinched
him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he still have the brick in his hafId when you threw
him down?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he strike you?
A. No, sir.

Q. Where did you grab him?
A. Around the waist. When he had his arm up, I grabbed

him under the arm.

Q. Where were you, at the back or side?
A. I think I was in fran t of him.

Q. And he never struck you?
A. No, sir.

Q. When you threw him down, did he let go of tbe brick or
did he still hold it in his hand?

A. I do not recollect.

Q. You got him fairly down, did JOU ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long did you hold him down?
A. I didn't hold him at all.

Q. What did you do ?
A. I left hitn and his attendants took him to his owu ward.

Q. You got up and left him there?
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. With the brick in his band?
A. I don't know whether he had the brick in his hand.
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Q. You were afraid at first that he 'would hit you with the
brick?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say his attendants came and took him to his ward.
Who were his attendants?

A. Mr. Burns and Mr. Jordan.

Q. How did they take him to his ward?
A. I don't recollect, but they took him with the rest of the

men.

Q. rrhey turned him in with the rest of the men and he
went off?

A. I suppose that was the way.

Don't you know as a matter of fact that they carried that man
into the ward at that time?

A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. You do not know that?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you say that you never struck that man with a brick?
A. I do.

Q. Do you say that no one else struck him with a brick?
A. I didn't see anyone else strike him.

Q. Could anyone else strike him and you not know it?
A. I do not think so. I was there until they put him inside

the door.

Q. You are sure he walked into the Asylum?
A. I am not iure that he walked in or not.

Q. You are not sure whether he walked or not?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember seeing some employees and workmen
around the building at that time?

A. Yes, I recollect seeing two men-no, sir, I do not.

Q. Do you remember of any one.saying any thing to you at
that time?
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A. No, sir; I don't think any person spoke to me.

Q. Did any person say you are not going to kill that man,
are you, or words to that effect?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see two colored men there at that time?
A. No, sir, I did not. At least I did not recollect of seeing

any colored men.

Q. In the case of Searle, Mansfield and Merrill reached Searle
before you did?

A. Yes, sir..

Q. About how far had Searle got from the Asylum before
they overtook him.

A. To the railroad.

Q. About how far is that?
A. I suppose it is a half mile or three-quarters of a mile. I

do not know exactly.

Q. SO you were not there when they caught hin1?
A. I was a few rods behind-four or five rods.

Q. Did you see all that transpired?
A. I think so.

Q. Who caught him first?
A. Mr. Mansfield.

Q. What was done immediately upon catching the patient?
A. Mr. Searle, the patient, picked up a lump of clay and at

tempted to strike Mr. Mansfield, and Mr. Mansfield, I think,
clinched him, and then Mr. Merrill was there, and one on each
side was bringing- him back, and when they got a few rods from
the railroad he made a terrible resistance.

Q. In what way?
A. Well, he showed fight, and struck and kicked and tried

to get away.

Q. There was one on each side of him ?
A. Yes, sir, I think there was.

I~
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Q. But they held on, did they?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. They did throw him down did they?
A. Well, we between us threw him down. I had arrived

there at that time, and I clinched him and we threw him down.

Q. All three of you threw him down?
A. Yes, I suppose.

Q. Mter you got him down, is it not a fact that some one of
you three took out a handkerchief and put it around his neck?

A. No, sir, it is not.

Q. Could such a thing as that have been done without your
seeing it?

A. No, sir; I don't think so. At that time I was exhausted
and I had a pocket handkerchief in my hand wiping the sweat
from my face.

Q. Do you say there was no handkechief or other bandage of
any kind put around ~1r. Searle's neck?

A. I didn't see any; no, sir.

Q. It could not have been done without your seeing it ?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you say that he was not kicked ?
A. He was not.

Q. Was he struck?
A. No, sir.
Q. What else was done to him besides holding him down on

the ground?

A. We held him there for probably a minute. and when he
asked us to let him up we let him up, and he said if we would
l~t him up he would go home all right, and we let him up.

Q. Was Mr. Searle much demented-much out of his mind?
A. I think he was; yes, sir.

Q. You think he was considerably out of his mind?
A. I do.
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Q. And you held him down until he said if you would let him
up he would go home?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You remember crossing a little creek between where you
captured Searle and the Asylum?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you say you didn't stop in that creek and wash the
blood from his face? '

A. We did not, no sir.

Q. How did Searle get home; did you lead him?
A. No, sir; he walked home himself; sometimes we had hold

of him and sometimes we did not.

Q. But he went home willingly?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he didn't show any fight after that?
A. No, sir; we had no trouble with him after that.

Q. Mr. Peterson has testified here, that he sat upon his pony
near by where this occurred; do you rememher of seeing him?

A. Mr. Peterson? I don't know a luan by that name.

Q. I mean Daniel Nelson.
A. I think he was there, yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember of seeing him?
A. I do; yes, sir.

Q. He has testified that you, or some of you, put a handker
chief around this man's neck and choked him; do you say that
he is nlistaken ?

A. .1 do; yes, sir.

Q. You say that nothing of that kind was done?
A. There was nothing of that kiud done; I had a pocket

handkerchief in my hand, the same as I have now. '

Q. But I am talking about the choking?
A. We did not choke bim.

'I
I
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Q. He also testifies that you kicked him and struck him?
A. We d.id not kick him or strike him.

Q. Did you report to Dr. Mathewson ,vhen you got home?
A. We reported to Dr. Hay; Dr. Hay was in the yard when

we arrived 'with the patient.

Q. Is it not a fact that Mr. Lennon, ,vhen he came up to you
said: "Let hiIn alone, boys; don't punish him any more? "

A. I don't recollect what Mr. Lennon said.

Q. And didn't you say that you knew your business?
A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. Do you rerrlember of Mr. Lennon sayinp; something to
you?

A. I don't recollect of him speaking to us.

Q. Well, he was by, within full view of this transaction?
A. I think he came there while we were having the trouble.

Q. In the case of Parks, you say it was the patient who
kicked him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they break his ribs?
A. I do not know.

Q. Has he been confined to his bed?
A. I do not know.

Q. You know they kicked him?
A. Yes; I saw Deidrich Myers kick him.

Q. Didn't you inquire afterwards as to condition of him?
.A.. Yes; I heard that he was hurt and that his ribs were bro-

ken, but I do not know for ?ertain.

Q. It was the general understanding that it was so?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, you say you saw Aleck Bremer kick him, also?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you certain about that?
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A. No, sir; I am not certain whether he kicked him or not;
but he was there and atterupted to help us. I heard some of the
boys say that he kicked him.

Q. You thought he was liable to kick him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. But you don't know whether he kicked him?
A. I thought he kicked him; I think I saw.hirp kick him, but

I am not positive whether he hit him.

Q. Now, in the Palmer case; you don't know anything about it?
A. No, sir; I don't recollect distinctly about that.

Q. How long ago has that been?
A. It was some time in the fall.

Q. Of this year?
A. No, sir; I think it was in '82.

Q. Was that after or before the Searle case?
A. I don't recollect; I think it was after, though.

. Q. Then ho,v does it come that you remember the facts of
the Searle case, and yet don't remenlber the facts of the Palmer
case?

A. In the case with Mr. Searle, it was the first day I had been
out after being sick. I had the fever, and that was the first day
I had been out on duty after being sick.

Q. That is the ,vay you account for it?
A. I suppose that is the way I remember it; I have no other

reason.

Q. Does Dr. Mathewson always discharge attendants where
notice is brought horrie to him of mistreating the patients?

A. I think he does; yes, sir.

Q. Is that just your guess, or have you any knowledge of that
fact?

A. Well, the Superintendent has told me that he would dis
cha.rge any man who abused a patient; that would kick, or strike,
or choke him.
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I hereby certify the above to be a correct transcript of my
testimony, given before the committee investigating the charges
against the Nebraska State Insane Asylum.:':1

I

I [Sig-ned.] R. O. OI-IRISTNER.

TESTIMONY OF O. B. KELLIHER.

•

O. B. Kelliher sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. What is your occupation?

A. I was hired as gardner.

Q. At the Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Give me your age.
A. Twenty-four.

Q. Did you see the occurrence at the mortar hox at the Asy-
lunl with a patient?

A. Yes, sir, I saw part of it; I guess all of it.

Q. State the facts. What was the patient's name?
A. Hedriek, I think.

Q. State the facts in relation to that matter.
A. Well, I was passing by as the wards were all out walking.

I was passing by the ground, and I stopped a minute, I think,
and spoke to Mr. Ohristner, and Mr. IIedrick was standing at
the mortar box, talking, I think, with a hoe in his hand, and Mr.
Ohristner noticed him being there and hollered to him to come
along out of that, and the fellow did'ent COOle and Mr. Christner
~tepped around to the other side of the mortar box and put his
hand on his shoulder and said to come a10ng here, and ho di~'ent

go, and he took hold of his shoulder and the man turned around
and struck at hinl, and they clinched, and Mr. Burns can;te along-
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and assisted, and they took him along on the grou nd, and he
tried to get away from him and scuffled with him considerbly,
and I think they downed him and held him there for a few min
utes probably a minute and a half or a minute, say, but so far as
choking or striking, I dou't think there was any thing of that
kind done; in fact I did,nt see it...

Q. How about the kicking?
A. I did"ent see anybody kick him.

Q, Did anybody'get on his breast with their knees or sit down
upon him?

A. They had him down and they held him down on the
ground, and they said something, but I do not know what they
said tohirl1,and my attention was drawn to the crowd. The wards
were all out, and there were }?robably a hundred and fifty men
there together, and this seerned to be among thenl, and my atten
tion was drawn to the croud.

Q. Did you see either of these attendants strike hinl?
A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did you see either of them choke him?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see either of them kick him?
A. No, sir.

Q. When Christner spoke to the patient at the mortar box,
did he speak kindly to him?

A. He spoke kindly to him. He says, come along here, just
that way, to him before he went to him, and the fellow paid no
attention ,to it, and then Mr. Christner walked around the mortar
box and put his hand on his shoulder and says come along here.
He ~vas kind of nlaking one side of the crowd like, and Searles
whirled around and looked at him and. Christner started him
along on a walk, and Searles whirled around and struck at him.
He wanted to fight right there.

Q. Did you know a patient there by the name of Palmer?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Did you see the trouble with Palmer?
A. I saw a part of it. I was walking by and they were com

ing out of the wards.

Q. State what you saw.
A. Well, the first I saw of it was, the second ward had just

gone out and Mr. Palmer was the last patient going out and Mr.
Christner had bold of him helping him out as I suppose to get
some fresh air. Palmer would twist hirnself and bend himself
in all shapes, and I said that he was off again, and he would
kick his slippers off and Christner would hold 'em up. I ex
pect he would have fallen on the ground if he had'ent, and he
would lead bim to the slippers and would put them on again, and
in that way he got him into tne yard; and after he got him into
the yard he conlmenced kicking and scuffling with him, and at:.
ter, he got his slippers on he would kick them off, and they
downed him and held him. They held him there and then they
let him up, and then I think he stood up a minute. and com
menced kicking his slippers again and throwed thetn up, and
Mr. Christner took hin1 back into the hall.

Q. Who was the other attendant beside Mr. Christner?
A. Mr. Burns.

Q. Did they kick or strike Palmer?
A. No, sir; I do not think they did.

Q. Did you see them kick him?
A. No, sir.

Q. 0 r strike him ?
A. No, sir.

Q. State how Palmer and this man were. Was Palmer
laughing all the time?

A. Palnler was acting different from any time I saw him' be
fore. He was generally a quiet sort of a fellow when he was not
having his fits.

Q. How was he acting on that day?
A~ He acted just as though he was as crazy as he could be,

he was just laughing and loose as a drunken man would be,
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and at the same time he was using a great deal of strength in
pushing and shoving.

Q. You did not see any body kick him?
A. No, sir; I do not think they did any thing of that kind,

because if it had been done I would have noticed it, I think. '

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. How long have you been at the Asylum?
A. I commenced there March, 1, '82, and worked there by the

month until the first of September.

Q. Had you been there continuously?
A. I have been there three days a week since the first of

September.

Q. Did this occurrence take place previous to September or
subsequent?

A. The Hedrick case was in August and the Palmer case,
I think, was in October.

Q. Now, you say that Hedrick struck at Christner?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then Christner Clinched him?
A. He clinched him as soon as he could.

Q. How did he clinch him?
A. I think he grabbed him the first place he could get hold

of him. I think it was right around the body. He wanted to
hold his arms and he had'ent much more than got hold of him
before Burns came up.

Q. While he had him around the body, was the patient Hedrick
striking at him or anything of that kind?

A. Well, he was striking and pushing all he could.

Q. And then Burns came right up? •
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where did Burns catch him?
A. By the arms; one on each side of him I think.
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Q. They led him off to the other ground?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, then, yo~ say there were a great many patients out there
that day?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And your attention was attracted by that fact?
A. Yes, sir; there were probably 150 men; I was not in the

habit of passing when they were all out.

Q. Might not these parties have kicked him and you not seen it?
A. I don't think they could.

Q. Still your attention was attracted a good deal?
A. It was attracted some; I would look over at those fellows oc-

casionally; they were not at it more than a minute, I don't think.

Q. A kick could be inflicted very rapidly or very quickly?
A. Yes, sir; it could be, but I didn't notice.

Q. But what you mean to testify to is, that you didn't see it?
A. I didn't see it.

Q. And they might have struck him and you not see it?
A. Well, there could not be much of that done or I would

have noticed it, because it was such a short time.

Q. There could be some of it done?
A. I could not say; I do Hot think there was.

Q. And what you mean to say is that you did not see any of
that done there that day?

A. Yes, these men held him down, and there was some by
standers there, mixing mortar, and one or two passed a word
that they were givin~ it to that fellow, and I said not very bad,
and they thought he was abusing him, and as soon as they got
through with him they let him up and he walked off into the
yard; I saw him there a day or so after that, and I didn't see
any marks or bruises on ~im.

Q. You never looked to examine whether there was?
A. No, sir; I just saw the man occasionally on the wards

and on the grounds?
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Q. Was your attention called to that fact whether there were
any bruises on him or not?

A. I came back by the grounds in about ten or fifteen min.
utes, and I .saw the luan walking when I saw bim.

Q. Did you look to see if he was bruised or not?
A. I noticed him.

Q. Was your attention called to it by what had occurred?
A. I looked at him in this way; I didn't see anything the

matter with him.

Q. How did you account for looking at him if you were sat
isfied that they didn't kick him or didn't hurt him? What
would call your attention to look at him to see if he was bruised?

A. I heard about that man showing a good deal of blood on
his face.

Q. You hadn't heard of it before that time?
A. No, sir; but since that time; but they had the patient

down there, and one fellow says they are giving it to that fellow
pretty hard. I could not see they were doing anything to him.

Q. And that is the circumstance that called your attention to
look at him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, in the case of Palnler, I believe you stated that you
didn't see them get Palmer down at all ?

A. Yes, I saw them get him down, I think.

Q. How long did they have Palmer down?
A. Probably a minute.

Q. What did they get him down for?
A. Well, he was pushing, and kicking, and striking, and

wouldn't keep his slippers on at all, apd they would have to put
him down to put his slippers on.

Q. But you do not know \vhat t ey got him down for?
A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. What did they do when they got him down?
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A. They just seenled to hold him there. I suppose they
spoke to one another, what will ,ve do with him?

Q. Did they sit on him?
A. I do not know.

Q. You could not tell what they did do ?
A. No, sir; I could not tell because I was off a little piece,

but I kno,v I just saw them holding him there.

Q. They might have sat down upon him?
A. They were bent over on him.

By J udg-e Mason :

Q. How near were you to them in the first case you have
mentioned in the Hedrick case?

A. I was within ten feet when it commenced, and before it
ended I was twenty-five to thirty feet.

[Signed.] C. B. KELLIHER.

TESTIMONY OF O. L. ANDERSON.

O. L. Anderson, sworn,

By Judge Mason:

Q. What is your occupation?
A. I arn attendant in the Asylum.

Q. You have been attendant in other asylums?
A. I have.

Q. For how many years?
A. I cannot tell just the exact time.

Q. In what asylums?
A. I was an attendant at two different times at the Dixmont

Asylum, located near Pittsburgh, Penn.; I was there two months
the first time, and fourteen months the last time.
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Q. What other asylums?
A. The Danville, Penn.

Q. How long?
A. I don't remember the exact time.

Q. What year were you in this Pittsburgh Asylum?
A. I cannot tell just exactly; I went there I think in '79; that

is, the last titne.

Q. What other a~ylum have you been in?
A. At Danville,Penn.

Q. How long were you there?
A. I think about eight months; that ·was in ·1875.

Q. What other asylum?
A. The Newbergh Asylum, of Cleveland, Ohio.

Q. How long were you there?
A. I went there, I believe, the fifteenth day of March, '82, and

remained until the 22nd July.

Q. When did you come to this Asylum?
A. I came to this Asylum the 29th of December, '82. I am

in the first male ward, convalescent.

Q. What position did you hold in these other asylums, at
tendant?

A. A part of the time, and a part of the tillle I ·was assistant
supervisor, and part of the time had a gang of men out on the
farm gathering fruits and cultivating vegetables.

Q. No·w, you have observed the treatment these patients in
those asylullls received from their attendants and others?

A. As far as the treatment from attendants is, concerned, I
have seen but little of that. I am alone in the ward. I have
never seen theln receive any ill treatment.

Q. .How doe" their treatment compa.re with that in other in
stitutions?

A. So far as I have seen, the treatment by the officers and at
tendants is better than I have seen elsewhere.

11
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Q. Were you ever hurt in an asylum?
A. I was.

Q. These patients are better treated, more kindly treated
than in other asylums?

A. Well, in one way; when the superintendent or his medi
cal assistant goes into the ward, they converse more freely with
the patients and treat them more as their equals, and they fre_
quently go to the doors of the wards and invite the patients out
to sit in the reception rooms, and officers take thew. out sleigh
riding and carriage driving. I have seen that quite frequently
which I have not seen in allY other asylum; and I have seen
another thing and I think it is pretty conclusive-they speak
more highly of the officers than I have e"Ter heard them speak in
other asylums, and I think they are pretty nearly of the same
class of men all through. I cannot think that they have any
more love for the officers here than in other places, except it is
for the better treatment they receive.

By Senator Connor:

Q. You have been in the asylum for how long?
A. Since the 29th day of December last.

Q. That would be a very short time in which to judge of the
treatment of patients and the management of an institntion of
this kind?

A. I was not speaking particularly of the management of the
institution.

Q. But forty days would be a very short time?
A. That would be a little short to judge of the managenlent

of the institution, but I think forty days is sufficient to judge of
the treatment of the patients when I am with them all the time
from, six o'clock in the morning till time to retire at night.

Signed)

Adjourned.

O. L. ANDERSON.
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TESTIMONY OF MRS. ANNIE HOFFMAN.

Thursday Evening, Feb. 15, 1882.

Mrs. Annie .Hoffman sworn.

Questioned by Mr. Connor:

Q. You may state your name?
A. Annie Hoffman.

Q. State your age.?
A. Forty years.

Q. Place of residence?
A. Lincoln, Nebraska.

Q. Do you know of any acts of neglect or cruelty occurring
at the Nebraska Iusane Asylum? If so, you may detail, that
is, state what acts you know of.

A. Wen, I have not seen any cruel treatment going on only
the marks that showed on my husband.

Q. State the facts about Jour husband being there, and how
long he was there?

A. He was taken out the 20th March, '79, and we brought
him hom~: the 22nd of May, t~e same year.

Q. Sta:te his condition physically at the time that you took
him to the Asylum, in a general way?

A. Well, he took sick the year before.

Q. State what his condition was when. you took him there.
How was his bodily heal tL ?

A. He was not very healthy at the time we took him there.
I did not think he was.

Q. State if he had any wounds or marks of wounds upon his
face or body?

A. No, sir, not when we took him there.

Q. State how long he was there?
A. He was there two luonths and two days.
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Q. State his condition when you took him from the Asylum.?
A. He w'as in very poor condition when' we brought him

home.

Q. Go right on and tell.
A. Dr. Mathewson sent for me on the 21st of May, to come .

out there, that my husband ,vas on the point of death. Mr. and
Mrs. Jo. Hoagland took me out there about four o'clock on that
day, and Dr. Mathewson bimself took us in the room, and Mr.
Hoagland said who hurted that man?; and he looked at him.
Dr. Mathewson said he could give no account for it; and then
we asked him who burt him, and be could not speak. He
showed to his mouth that he wanted a drink of water, and Dr.
Mathewson himself went and got some water, and Mrs. Hoagland
gave him a drink of water, and he drank nearly a pitcber full of
water before he got enough. After he drank tbe water he be
gan to speak, and we asked hill?- if he could tell who hurt him,
and he said no, and sir, a short time afterwards the nurse came
in and he called him the barber, and I asked the barber who hurt
him, and he said he could'ent give no account for it; and so they
left me alone there about half an hour until Mr. and'Mrs. Hoag
land went home and I stayed out there, It was too late to bring
him out that evening, and I stayed out all night. He asked me
if I had anything and I said I had not brought anything, and he
seemed to be very hungry, and a. short time before supper time
they brought in some beef-tea and some toast, and I am not quite
sure, but I think they brought him some fruit and he ate of it;
and then Dr. Mathewson came in again and he spoke very kind
to him and asked TIle if I wanted any supper and I told him no,
I did'ent wish any, and so I did not go to supper. Afterwards,
I think it must have been about eight or nine o'clock, the other
patients went to bed, and I sat up till about twelve o'clock; I
think it must have been about twelve o'clock, and th~ night watch
man canle. The lightwas burning in the room and he seemed kind
of astonished at finding me out there as he did'ent know I was
there, and I said" Yes," and I asked who watched my husband
nights he was so sick, and he said often he came around and gave
him a drink, and I said that was not the way; he was laying
here all day and .had'ent a drink of water and I thought it was



(165)

cruel for him to be there all alone, locked up in a room without
any body seeing- to him, because he was helpless and he did'ent
say luuch, only he said what I have stated, that whenever he
came around he gave him some medicine and water; but the
time we came to his room there was neither no water or no medicine
there, and so I don't know if they gave him anything or not.

Q. Now you may state the condition of his face when you
took him home, when you went out there the last time?

A. Well, his face was all marked up on the right side, but
how he received the blows I do not know.

Q. State how it was marked. Was it bruised?
A. Yes, sir, it was kind of torn here, and it was blue and

black, and his bands showed the mark ,vhere they had been
tied, (illustrating by crossing hands at wrists). It looked like
his hands had been crossed and tied. The Inarks showed it very
plain.

Q. Had the rope that he was tied with cut into the flesh?
A. On one hand, I am not certain, but I think it was on the

left hand right here, (indicates on the wrist), and on the other
you could see where the ropes ,vere tied.

Q. Had the ropes cut into the flesh?
A. Not very deep, only on the left side.

Q. Could you see the marks of the rope there yet on the
hands?

A. Yes, SIr.

Q. How much of the face did these bruised spots cover, on
the right side of the face?

A. It was about here and there, (illustrating on the point of
the right cheek-bones).

Q. Some where on the cheek-bone?
A. Yes, si~, on the cheek-bone; but this sore never went

away, and when he was buried he took it to his grave.

Q. Did these wounds seem to have been made a good while 1
A. I could not tell-I had not seen him before that time for

nearly two weeks.
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Q. Did you ever go there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did they let you see him?
A. I saw him when he first came out. I saw him several

times. Once w"ith my daughter, and a lady in town, and once I
went with Mrs. Foxworthy, but did not get to see him when Mrs.
Foxworthy was with me.

Q. What was the reason?
A. Why, doctor said he always cried so after me.

Q. State his condition as to health; his physical condition
when you received him from the Asylum?

A. His health was very poor.

Q. Had he fallen away?
A. 0, yes, he was nothing but skin and bones.

Q. He was emaciated, was he?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he tell you how he got hurt?
A. He said he wanted to go home. That is all the reason he

gave.

Q. Did he say anybody hurt him?
A. He said the barber.

Q. Who did he mean by the barber?
A. He showed him to me, and I thought it was the nurse.

Q. Did he say how he had hurt him.
A. No, sir, he didn't say.

Q. Were there any other bruises on his person, save those on
his cheek and hands?

A. He had a mark on the side, but I could not tell when he
received it, because he never said that he was kicked or anything
like that; he had a mark on his right side.

Q. Do you know whether he had that mark in his side when
he went there?

A. No, sir,
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Q. Did he have it?
A. No, he hadn't the mark.

Q. What was the character of that mark on the side, was it a
bruise?

A. I could not t~ll; it looked kin~ of like sornebody pinched
or kicked hinl.

Q. Was it discolored,-the skin discolored.
A. Very little.

Q. Were there any other marks?
A. No, sir.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. How long did Mr. Huffman live after he got home?
A. We took him home on the 22d of May, and he died on

the 8th of June.

Q. You were living in the city at the time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I understood you to say that you went out there once to
see him and didn't see him.

A. No, I didn't see him. I went out, this was on Thursday,
and I went out there and the doctor told me I could not see him
for he always cried so after me.

Q. How long before you brought him in was it that you
didn't see hi ru ?

A. This \-vas on Thursday and on Saturday I was notified by
Dr. Mathewson that my husband was on the point of death, and
I went about 4 o'clock.

Q. It was on Thursday you went out to see him.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And didn't see him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And Dr. Mathewson told you that he cried so after you
that he didn't think it was best to see him?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And on Saturday you were notified?
A. Yes, sir, and we took him home Sunday about noon.

Q. Do you know for what cause your husband was sent to the
Asylu111?

A. I think he was taken out for loss of memory. At least
that was what I understootr

Q. On whose application was he taken to the Asylum?
A. Mr. Hoagland and some other" members of the lodge

came to the house and spoke of it.

Q. Of the Odd Fellows lodge?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he was taken there on Mr. Hoagland's application?
A. No, I don't think so, but Mr. Hoagland was sheriff, and

he came to our house and spoke about it, and he spoke to my
husband and my husband was willing to go, and he might get
better out there.

Q. What did he do at home that you thought it was best to
go to the Asylum?

A. I first thought I would not let him go.

Q. But what did he do that you thought it was best for him
to go?

A. I don't know but they spoke about it because he showed
that his mind was not right.

Q. In what wa.y?
'A. In a good many things that he never done before.

Q. What things?
A. He took things out of the house; little things, and he

never knew where they were left, and done a good Dlany things
that showed that his mind was' wandering~

Q. He didn't try to hurt anybody?
A. No.

Q. How long prior to this Saturday had you seen him; this
Saturday that you went there and found his face bruised?
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A. I t.hink it was two 'weeks on Thursday before, I think so;
I thinK it was not more than two weeks.

Q. How was he getting along then?
A. He was sick in bed.

I

Q. Did you talk with him.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. He was sick in bed the Thursday before; that is the two
weeks before?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you didn't see him on this last Thursaa)· you went
out?

A. No, sir.

Q. But on the following Saturday" you saw hin1 ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Which ward was he in ?
A. I think it was what they called the quiet ward.

Q. Was Dr. Mathewson there every time you went there?
A. When I took him out I don't think I saw Dr. Mathewson,

but I think another doctor.

Q. Wh~n you visite-d hinl before that?
A. I think I saw the Doctor once or hvice.

Q. Mr. Hoag-land asked the Doctor how he got hurt?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the Doctor said be could give no account of it?
A. That is 'what the Doctor said.

Q. You asked this Juan they call the barber and he said he
could give no account of it?

A. That is what he said.

Q. And your husband gave you no account of it, except
that he said-what was it that he said?

A. He said that he wanted to go home, and that is what
they struck him for.

Q. Who did he say struck him?
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A. The barber; he always called hirn the barber.

Q. Did you see the man they called the barber?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he the attendant on this man?
A. Well, he came into the room there, and whether he just

attended on him I don't know.

Q. Do you know who he was.
A. No, I never inquired.

Q. Was he the man that came around in the night, that you
called the watch man.

A. No, sir, it was a different man that came around in the
night.

Q. When you took your husband away the next morning was
this man you call the barber in the ward?

A. Yes, I think Dr. Mathewson and the nurse, or barber,
dressed my husband and we took him home.

Q. Dr. Mathewson and the barber dressed your husband and
you took him home?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the man that helped Dr. Mathewson dress your hus-
band was the man that your husband called the barber.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you present at the time they dressed him?
A. No, I went into the other room.

Q. How long qad your husband been failing before he went
to the Asylum?

A. I think in September, the year before; in 1878 he began
to fail .

.Q. He failed very gradually?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. He fail~d physically and mentally.
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And after he returned there was no recovery and no hopes?
A. No, sir.

Q. He kept g'oing down and down, until death came to his
relief?

A. Yes," sir.

By Mr. Connor, Senator:

Q. I think you said your husband was not a vicious man?
A. No, sir; he never was.

Q. Do you kno,v that the person your husband called the
barber was employed at the Asylun1?

A. Well, I think so; I could not tell, but I saw him out
there several tioles.

Q. Did he seern to be engaged in business there?
A. Well, yes; he came in with the Doctor when they dressed

him, and I think before the other patients were locked up he
came in and spoke awhile to him, and I asked hinl again how
my husband got hurt. I asked him if he could give any account
of how my husband got hurt, and he said, no; and he said my
husband could not give me any account, and my husband could
not answer me, and on Sunday rnorning when we came up,
Mr. Druse and another gentleman took Ui home, and I asked
my husband and he said the barber always done that, and I think
Mr. Druse will remember that as we came in.

By Judge Mason:

Q. He went there in March and was taken away the 22nd
of May.

A. Yes, sir.

rESTIMONY OF DR. J. T. HAY.

Dr. J. T. Hay sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason.

Q. What is your occupation ~
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A. I am assistant physician at the Hospital for the Insane.

Q. Where were you educated medically?
A. In the city of New York. .

Q. In what institution?
A. In the medical departruent of the University of New

York City.

Q. You hold a diplorna from that institution?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been engaged at the Nebraska In-
sane Hospital?

A. Sin~e the 1st of August, '79.

Q. You are the assistant attending physician?
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. You have been there all the time?
A. Yes, nearly all the time. I have been absent perhaps one

month at one time.

Q. What month was that?
A. The month of September, '82.

By Senator Conner:

.Q. When you say you have been at the Asylum most of the
time, that is dating fronl when?

A. I went there the 1st of August, '79.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Do you remember a patient there by the name of Hedrick?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember a difficulty occurring between the at
tendant and this patient at the mortar-box?

A. No, sir, I don't remember dilStinctly that occurrence.

Q. Do you remember helping - carry Hedrick into the
Hospital?

A. No, sir.
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Q. Do you remember of Hedrick's being brought in .hurt
while he was there?

. I A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see any marks on his face or neck.
A. I never noticed any marks at all.

-Q. Were you there in the month of July last year, '82.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Every day?
A. Well, I am not positive that I was there every day all day,

but I think I was.

Q. Was your attention ever called to any marks upon this
patient Hedrick?

No, sir.

Q. Do you know of his being thrown down or struck or
stamped upon.

A. No, sir; I don't.

Q. Now, I will ask you if he had any scratches or marks on
him while he was there?

A. I never noticed any; I never heard of any.

Q. Did you go through these wards every day when you
were there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you observe the patients?
A. I did.

Q. Was it not your business to observe them?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you say this patient Hedrick never had any marks?
A. Not that I remember of.

Q. Do you remember a patient by the name of Palmer, and
his difficulty with the attendants as testified to; (reads extract
from testimony).

A. I think I remember a patient that they had trouble with
in the yard several times. He was an epileptic, his Harne 'vas
Palmer.
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Q. Did you see the trouble?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you attend upon him when he was brought in? did
he have any bruises upon him?

A. I do not know that I can recollect the exact circumstan
ces that you refer to; I know he often had bruises about his face,
particularly in one place.

Q. Where was that?
A. That was over one of h.s eyes.

Q. Do you know what made those bruises?
A. It was falling in a fit; he would usually strike in the

same place; he would strike on his head and br.uise his face
about the eye.

Q. What patient was that? is the same patient there now?
A. He is there now in that same condition; very much

bruised.

Q. What makes those bruises?
A. It is falling in an epileptic fit.

Q. Here is another patient referred to by witness named
Sturm; do you know anything about that case?

A. I think that was the same man.,
Q. Do you know anything about the attendants knocking

him down and striking him?
A. No, sir; I think they had trouble with him several times,

but I do not know that they struck him; he was a very powerful
man and would attack the attendants occasionally, and in self
defense they had to use force occasionally.

Q. What do you say this patient's name was?
A. Palmer.

Q. You say he is there now?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he has got the same bruises on his face?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And they are the re.ult of his falling?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about this wom"an that escaped
from the Asylum once, through a hole through the brick wall ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What is the nature of her insanity?
A. Well, she is very troublesome and very vicious.

Q. What is her name?
A. Eliza Hanlin.

Q. Wbat is she commonly called ?
A. Commonly called Kate; her real name is Eliza.

Q. Give in brief the character of her insanity?
A. Well, she imagines that she is very much abused by every

body-everybody are enemies to her and are trying to steal her
money, and they have got her locked up there for the purpose of
robbing her, and she is constantly planning to make trouble, and
if she is interfered with, she fights.

Q. Did you ever choke this patient?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever see her choked?
A. No. sir.

Q. You were not present when there was any trouble with
this patient?

A. Yes, very often.

Q. What was the character of the trouble? Did you ever
see her struck?

A. No, sir; I never saw her struck.

Q. Or kicked?
A. No, sir.,

Q. Or choked?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever have any trouble with this patient?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Well, state in what way?
A. The attendants have frequently sent for me to help them,

managiug this 'patient; she would get troublesome, and they
would either lock her into one of .the rooms or get some form
of restraint, and very often it would take three or four to man
age her.

Q. You were there in 1878 ?
A. No, sir; I went there in '79.

Q. (Reads extract froln testimony of Mr. Robinson). Do
you know anything about that case?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of it?
A. I do not know anything about it.

Q. (Read's extract from testimony of Andrew NettleB.) Do
you know anything about that case?

A. No, sir.

Q. you never heard of it ?
A. No, sir; except since this investigation bega~.

Q. Now I will ask you generally if you ever knew of a patient
being struck with any kind of a \veapon since you have been
there?

A. No, sir; I don't remember any occurrence of that kind.

Q. Well, had it been done, has your inquiry and visitation o,f
the patients been such that you would know it?

A. Well~ if the patient was severely hurt I would probably
find it out; I would be almost sure to find it out.

Q. Do you remember a patient getting kicked there one day
in a squabble?

A. Yes, his name was Parks.

Q. Go on and state the facts about Parks. State your means
of knowledge, where you were and what you sa\v and what was
done?

A. Whenever all the. male patients were out in the yard, I
frequently walked out there, and when I got near the yard I saw
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80m'e trouhIe. There was a gathering around one man, and I
discovered they had i:t nlan down holding him. There were two
of the attendants holding the man down, a.nd he was very angry
and talking and threatening. I came up and told them to let him
get up, and tiley replied that they were afraid to. I told them again
to let him get up, and they let him get up, and one of the attend
ants led him to the house and took him to the ward, and do you
want to know how they explained the circumstances?

.' Q." Yes,' what you saw and what steps y~u 'took ~o ass~e~t~in
the facts? .
':.\~. That is -~li'IBaw. "I questior1ed' the' att~n(lants in r~

gard to the aftair, and they explained it in this way. This pa~

tient was a new man, arirl.,he was a stranger to som'e of the
attendantw, and he wander.ed -off and· one of the' attendants ·that
Ae was. not ~Gquainted with told him to come hack.; "He .gave
hitp. some impuQ~nt ans'fer and w~n~ on, and the attenda,nt
attempted to force him back and he c~mmenced figh~ing, ,and. I
~h'r;tk qe ,pi.ckeq. 'up ~ club or/stick and 'YHnt intp a ..vio~n~ ~as

~~Qt;1,and the ~ttend~nt caught him ~~d thre'Y him.down"and the
qtpt:rr attendant ,came up" ~n~ ~wo patients came around and
commenced kicking him" and .,,th.ey told .me th,at they got~epa
tient off of hiln as qu'ick as ,they could, and by that time I got
there. >

I \ t .:. ~ 1

". l\.' • j .... ' ~,~.~ It
.I

Q. Were there any marks on him as though he had, been
struck? .'~ iq _~V' ~Y~ . .:.\.

12
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A. Well, there were bruises on his side, and there were some
marks about his face, but very little, as though he might have
been scratched in the struggle-scratches or bruises.

Q. State fully the nature of the injuries that he received ,at
that time? .

A. I think one of his ribs were broken. That was the mai n
injury, and there were a few scratches about his fa.ce.

Q. When you came up with th,e patients, they were said to
have injured him. . ,I, . , ,

A. They were standing around, but they were not interfering
at all at that time.

Q. How· close were they standing?
A. Well, I couldn't tell; I presume a few feet away.

Q. Now you may state if-you know of any acts of cruelty on
the part of the officers or attendants of that Asylum during the
time you have been there?

A. No, sir, I do not, ,vith the exception of a few cases that were
reported at once. I have seen circumstances that I thought 'were
not ~ right, and I reported them always to the Superintendent,
and h~ has taken such action as he thought proper.

Q.. What has beep. that' action?
A. Well, he usually discharged the attendant, if he thought

the attendant was at fault. ' I

Q. Invariably he discharged the attendant?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I will ask you if any attendant is permitted to strike or
kick a patient under any circumstances?

A. No, sir; except in self-defense, and then they ar~ alloweq
to do anything of course-that is, in their own defense..

Q. Who makes the rules that give them that liberty?
A.. The Board of Public Lands .and Buildings. I believe they

were the trustees originally.

Q. Now is it your custom to go daily through each of these
wards?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. How many times?
A. Well, some of the wards I am in two or there tilDes, and

perhaps half a dozen times, and in the female wards I am hardly
ever in more than once a day.

. Q. Do you mean two or three times each day?
A. Yes, in the male wards.

Q. I will ask you if you make it you particular business to
see each patient every day?

A. Yes, sir, nea~ly every day, some days I don't see all of the
patients.

Q. Who are those patients that you do not see?
A. There are occasionally patients that work in the field;

patients that go out early in the morning and patients that are
in a chronic condition, that unless there is some special reason, I
think it is not necessary to see them.

Q. Have you been in the habit of sending females t~ the
wash-room to wash?

A. No, sir, I have not?

Q. State how it is about that?
A. Well, there are about three or four that go out to the

wash hou,senearly every day.

Q. Why? ,
A. Well, they are requested togo out and ask to go o~'~, and

th~y seem tb like to go out. .
Q. Is any body there required to work unless they desire to ~

A. No, sir; they are not compelled to work. We sometimes
use a little force to get the patient at work-to start them to
work.

Q. Why.
A. Because we think it will be better for the patient to get

out often, though he does not want to, and we. often start a pa
tient in that way, and they will work willingly, and it will be a
benefit to them.

Q. You mean to their physical health?
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.A. Yes, sir.

Q. In any instance is a patient compelled or desired to go out
unless for his physical improvement?

A. No, sir.

Q. Has that been the rule since you have been in he Insane
Asylum·?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember one time last:sum~~r;'~f 'a patient at
tempting to' ~scape and oeing caught'over towards the :r;-ailroad
and brought back to th the Asylum; ,

A. Yes, I remember tha~. ,;

Q. 'Wer~ you th~re when he was bro~g~'t ,bac~ ?','
A. Yes, ~ir. ' ,"

'~ .. • f ' ~ '" , ,- •

Q. Now, you may state his: cond,ition ?
A. Well I discovere~ that his face was blee.ding a little from

a few scratches on dne siele.

Q. State the nature and character :of· that injury.
A. It was very light.

Q.' Did YQ,u 3scer.tain with-what it'was d'one:at the time?
A. Yes, sir; I was told that he· 'seTatched bis -face 'in getting

through a fence.

Q;. What' khid ofa"febce~r' i',

A. A wire fence.

Q. You may state if the patient h.~d been,struck)n the f~«e.
A. No sir, at le~st h,~ showe~ n~ ~l~larks. J '

Q. Had he been kicked?
A. Well I did'nt see any signs of it. He seemed to bje. as

,active ,as ever and made .no complaint.
J ;:.,:. I ' • ~ ~ 1. I

. 'Q~ , Did yOtl se,e t~.e' attendants whelfth,ey brought him bh.ck?
; 'A. ' "'Yes, sir; 1 wasihere'durihg' the"Whole transaction. t ~*
him start and saw the attendants start after him 'myself' ixtta
watched it. I saw th~ ;thll~ be,;8t3~te~ i\lotiL.he\.g:-ot .bac,k~ , )
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Q. ]'irst, did you see them aU the time? Did you see· the
attendants in pursuit?

A. Yes; Tbey were in my sight, but they were so fa.r aw'ay
that I could not see what they did. I saw thetn overtake the p1t

tient and saw they had a little struggle with him, and he was
brought back.

Q. Did you see any body kick him?
A. No, air.

Q. Did you see any body strike him?
A. No sir, it was so far away I could not tell.

Q. Do you kno,v this man Ryrpa?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember an occurrence on June 12th, '79?
Were you there then?

A. No; I was not there then.

Q. Nor in May, '79?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, I will ask you if it is a part of ,your duty to s.ee the
men go out, and see them come in when they go out of the Asy
lum?

A. I do, frequently. ' I did not every day and every time theJ1
go out. I sometimes go out with ~hem, and sometimes go. Qut
after they are in the yard, and very often see them come in.

Q. N O'W, I will ask you if you have observed the men when
they are out taking exercise or at work?

A. I observed them very often.

Q. And when:they came in? :
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. Have you known any man kicked and' bruised from hi~
exercise?

A. No, sir;. I have known them to come in in a bruised con
dition, but I dont remember now of a man coming in bruised
from blows.



(182)

Q. What did the bruises?
A. Usually falling in a fit.

Q. What kind of a fit ?
A. Epileptic.

Q. What is the:treatment as regards hUluanity and kindness
of Dr. Matl~ewson towards these patients?

A. Well, sir, far as~I have seen, he treats them humanely and
instructs his employees to treat them in that way.

Q. Now, what is done in case an employee fails to do that?
A. Well, they are generally discharged.

Q. You say generally. Do 'you know of any exception to
.that rule?
,A. Yes, I have known exceptions to that rule where the

attendant was about to go away of his own accord. The fault
was overlooked for a few days.

Q. Why?
A. Well in case an attendant has 'been there a long time and

is about to go away, an occurrence might happen with that at
tendant that would be overlooked that would not be overlooked
in case of another attendant. Inasmuch as he had been there so
long, and had given good service, and he was g'oing away at a
certain tinle anyway.

Q. Did you have any trouble in getting attendants there?
A. Yes, sir; and that is another reason why attendants have

been kept a few days. A poor,attendant is very otten considered
better than none.

Q. You say it is your universal custom to go through, the
male wards at least once and sometimes two or three times a
day to examine the physical condition and appearance of the
patients?

A. Yes, sir; I saw the patients once a day at least.

Q. Would it be possible for patients to be kicked and struck
in the face and bruised without your having. knowledge, of it?

A. No, sir; unless there was sone deception used by the at·
tendant.
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Q. Have you ever known a patient.in the ward to be struck
in the face, and bruised and kicked?

A. Yes, sir; I have known it to be done by other patients, and
I have known it, to be done by attendants.

Q. What was the occasion of its being done by attendants?
A. "Tell, they almost always plead self defense; that is al-

ways the case.

Q. :Pid you ever see it done personally?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, when it is done?
A. I usually report it to the Superintendent.

Q. And then what takes place?
A, He uses his own judgment a~o,ut what shall be done.

Q. What is that j udgment ?
A. If he believes the attendant has abused the patient and he

can possibly get along without the attendant, he lets him go.

Q. Is your report in writing?
A. No, sir; it is verbal.

Q. Do you make any recommendation withyour report?
A. No, sir; I never do. ' ,

Q. But you report the fact, and then the Superinte.ndent ex-
ercises his judgment?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, is that done in every instance?
A.. In every instan~e of abuse or what I considered abuse.

Q. Yes, sir?
A. Yes, sir; always.

Q. Do you consider it ab~se when ;.a p~tient is struck in the
face or bruised ?'

A. I do if the atten.dant does it fOI' punishment.

Q. Suppose he does it 'for correction?
A,. I consider that abuse.
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Q. In what case would you not consider it abuse?'
A. I would not consider it abuse if the attendant was defend.

ing himself; if he was attacked by the patient and had to use
that force, and if it was necessary in self defense.

Q. And that is the only case in which you think it is excus
able?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that the only case in which the authorities of the
Asylum looked upon it as excusable?

A. Y €iS, sir.

Q. Now I will ask you if any restraint or imposition is }Jut
upon these patients to your knowledge, or anyone of them ex
cept such as is regarded by you and those in' charge of the
Asylum as necessary for the physical well-being of those patients.

A. No, sir.

Q. Now you state the fact as you have learned it during the
period you have been there, whether it is the genuine purpose of
Dr. Mathewson to treat these patients as kindly as is possible,
consistently with their safety and well-being.

A. Yes, sir, I believe that is his intention. I do not know
why he would have any other plirtpose.

Q. I will ask you if in any other instance where an act of
cruelty or barbarity has been brought to his knowledge, if he
has been disposed to overlook it or cover it up or hide it?

A: No, sir, I do not recall any.

Q. Do you remember the Mr. Huffman that was brought
there in March, last year and taken away the 22d of May, and
shortly thereafter died?

A. No, Mr. Huffman was there in '79, I think. I did not
know that man.

Q. Now twill a.sk youiwhether, the conveniences, or rather
the necessities for restraining and controlling violent patients
and maniacs are provided at the Asylum ?,

A. We have the nece~sities, yes, sir.

Q. Have you the modern improvements for that purpose?
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A. No, not all of them; 80 far as restraint is concerned, we
have enough of that.

Q. How are you provided with strong rooms?
A. With rooms we are not. The building itself I don't

think is as well adapted to taking care of that class of patients
as it might be.

Question by Senator Connor:

Q. Did you ever have any experience in Insane Asylums
before entering the service of the Nebraska Asylum?

A. No, sir, no-ne at all.

Q. How long had you heen engaged in the practice of medi·
cille before you became connected with this Insane Asylum?

A. About a year and a half.

Q. And none of that time was spent in any Asylum?
A. No, sir.

Q. How long had Dr. Mathe"wson been in the Asylum when
you went there.

A. About two years.

Q. Had the Doctor ever been connected with any other Asylum
that you know?

A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. If I heard you correctly you say you remember nothing
about the Hedrick case?

A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. Nor you don't remember anything about the Palmer
case?

A. I remember about the Hedrick case. I reluember they
had trouble with the patient.

Q. But you know nothing of the particulars of that trouble?
A. Of that particular man I do not. I know he was a

troublesome patient at one time, and we had to move him from
the quiet ward to the violent one.

Q. You know nothing of the attendant knocking hini down
upon an occasion?
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1. No, sir.

Q. You renlember the woman called Kate. Now do you
know anything about DJ.'. Mathewson choking that woman?

A. No, I do not.

Q. You do not know that he did not choke her?
A. No, sir.

Q. In the case of the patient who wanted to go towards the
barn, as tes-tified to by one John Robinson; I believe you say
you know nothing of the case?

A. No, I cannot remember that particular case..

Q. Nor anything of the case testified to by Nettles, where a
patient was hurt by a brick-bat.

A. No, I never heard of that case.

Q. You have testified in your testimony that you did ,not
know of any patient being struck with (tny kind of a weapon.
I suppose you are testifying now from your own knowledge and
observation?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You don't mean to be understood as saying that there has
not been patients struck with weapons or bricks?

A. If there had it has never come to my knowledge.

Q. You are not pretending to testify but that it might have
been done?

A. No, sir.

Q. But what you testify is that it did not come to your
knowledge?

A. No, sir.

Q. Recalling your attention to the patient Parks, I will have
you state how far you were from the Asylum at the time of the
injury to Parks?

A. I was in the Asylum at the time.

Q. Then how far was Parks and his attendants at the .first·
time you saw him?
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A. I suppose they 'were about 200 feet. I didn't notice that
there "Tas -any trouble.

Q. You were in the building and they were out?
A. Yes, sir, 1 think I was on the back porch of the building.

Q. What first attracted your attention in the direction of
Parks?

A. Well, I went out there as I frequently do to see how they
were getting along. and when I got within a fe,v rods.r noticed
there was a crowd in one place. I supposed they had sorne
trouble with one of the patients.

Q. Was that the first time your attention had been called
towards Parks?

A. Yes, sir, that was the first.

Q. IIow m~ny were around Parks?
A. 0, I suppose there were twenty, or perhapB more, that

were gathered around.

Q. That would be natural, and it was customary for these pa
tients to cluster around?

A. Yes, sir~

Q. Could you see through the crowd and see Parks on the
ground?

A. No, not until I got close to them.

Q. How close did you go to Parks before you observed him
clearly?

A. 0, I suppose I was a few feet away before I understood
who it was and the circumstances.

Q. What ,vas the true condition of Parks and the attendants
when you first saw them'?

A. :parks was on his back and the attendants were holding
him, and he ,vas struggling to get away.

A. How were the attendants holding him, 'were they Bitting
on'him?

A. No, there was' nothing _of that kind. One WaB at his head'
and one was at his feet, as I remember. '
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Q. Who were .. the attendanta?
A. I remember one was Mr. Christner and I could not say

positively who the, other ,was.

Q. What 'were the patients doing?
A. They were looking on.

Q. How far \vere the patients from Mr. Parks?
A. They were goathered around as close as they could stand.

Q. Were they interfering in any way? ,
A. Not at'that time.

Q. Did you see them" ,interfere in any way?
A. No, I did not. '

Q. Did they luanifest a disposition to kick?
A. No, not at that time. I did not notice anything in re-

gard to it.

Q. Was Dietrick Meyer there?
A. I could not tell.

Q. Have you in your memory the names of any of the pa
tients who were there?

A. -Not' as I observed them. I could not tell who stood
arou nd there.

Q. Don't you remember that you got up close to them, and
can't you recall anybody who was there?

A. No, I cannot recall any of the patients.

A. And you are sure you don't remernber of Dietrick Meyer
being there?

A. No, sir.

Q. How long' was':' this' patient held, down, while you were
there?

A. Well;: they let him up almost immediately after I spoke to
them the second time.

Q. Who took him into the house?
A. Christner. I was with him and he held his arms. He

said he was afraid to l~t his arms loose; that he would pick ~p a
club or stone and strike.

------- --------===----======---~=-~==
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Q. I understood you say that Christner said at that time that
he had used a club?

A. Yes, sir, that he attempted to.

Q. Did you see any club about there?
A. No, but there were some a little way from ~he Y~rd.

'. 1;

Q... But you didn't see any club abollt there where th~ trouble
occurred? . ' _' i .' !. ' ,

-A. No, I did not. .'. ":'" /."":,:: '-' .. i. .,:\

• ',' . t··:. .' " ; \ .' • (; •., ..• 7; [ )
Q. Now w?en. you go~ .~he.~~~~q~J,~~~~;t~l~~~~'1~~~,did~loU

make an examInation of hIm ? "'-' .. .. ..
A. Yes, sir. ~ (\.J :..' r(~ Li J:, .... v/ "

Q. Immediately?
A. Yes, sir.

\f" '.. ~ ~; ~.: l' ~ ~~ ~!J(

't .. -."':" ..... ,

, r '~:;,~: ''l >J' '~ ( I t ';\ tf' r~_~ \: ~~~~ ~ i 'i i

'oj\.

) \...,'
¥ • J. .. 1 ': r~ ~~ +~ r". f y{ T/~ l~

Q. Did you then ascertain that one o( his ribs....~~re~b.rok·Etn ?
A. I did. :, ',', " (\ , i:H~' L: ),l; U vV -5.-)

• '; ~ ~ ... 't .J' 1 ;""\

Q. And he was so treated for a broken rIb?' I.'

A. Yes, sir. "' ~. _ :r; ~ ; ,I r· i 1.;\ :P

Q. Now all you know about the patient kicking Pa~K~18
what you derivedfrotn ChrIstner?' ' '.;\ 'C::F :'i::-: .··;~·'i· ..A

A. Mr. Chrisner and the other attendant. I. think that ·there
was one attend~nt iU"thep,ouse ;w~'~ ss'~W:\~o~ (}t:~j,t~Tan"<!.he

thQught they didn't.getth~m away;sQq~' ~~q~gq,:~n9 .~l;l~ .~~

they got the patient off as soon os they could. :' ~~: c: (}"\'; '~:)':-'~V;(I

,Q., What was the condition <;f the other.rip~;ot:th~pat.iimt,
were th~y bruise~? , ,','" " f' "~.,,,,~ '.1;.,.' .•.•.. ;;. ()

, l. • ~ . " '. l' _. "" ""' ,t "J • ,,:~

A. No, I didn't. dis~over ~ny bruis~".onJy" ju ,t~e: T.eg-i.Qp: Rf
where the rib was .bro~e~. .\ ;,' .'. ~.. ,'~1" .~ ~~. ','; '/ ;~ .•: .~.,.(~., . ;l.~':~~

Q. Did the bruises seem. to be aU :'togethe~ ~ ~ ' .'1" ' " : .....~
A. 'Yes,sir. ;' ': 1";'01~ T •._--; ,j\

Q. Now in regard to thes'e'women'.~~ti:ents·:'·wh(J\fas'bl71'S"'It
'.not a fact that,they wash,every day,orinearlY~ilo:?/.·Y< u', i .~)

A.. "Yes, bu.1i they changeocooaignaMY",oIUsome.' ~I4lia1n. },

:Q. I want to know what percent tof(:woma.n.L:w·~sir';J::.lIsQ},ere
not a certain number of women ? .~l·B .B~\Y' •.A
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A. Yes, there is only a 'certain number of women,whowash.

Q. Now they wash every day you say?
A. Yes, nearly every day.

Q. It is pretty hard w,ork to ,vash ?
A. Well, I suppose it is.

Q. It is about as much as a sane woman wants to do? .
A. I don't think they had a very hard day's work out there.

Q. What time do they go out?
A. They go out about 8 o'clock.

Q. What time do they return for dinner?
A. They come in at·noon.

Q. What time do they go out again?
A. About 2 o'clock.

Q. What time do they return?
A. About 5 o'clock.

Q. And that is kept up by certain patients day after day
is it?

A. Yes, sir; they don't all wash; they don',t wash ~ll the
time.

Q. Don't you believe that if these women patients were told
that they could cease washing at 10 o'clock that .thcyf0f.would
prefer to do it?

A. I q,on't know; perhaps you wouldn't get any answer ~t,all.

Q. Suppose they understood that it wa~ a m.'ere voluntary
thing, that they could gothere and wash or not; or that they could
quit at any time they felt a mind to; is it not your 'opinion that
they would quit, if you could impress it upon them?

A t <,; Well, I don't know whether they ,vould or not. I don't
know, probably some of t1J.em would.

Q. Under whose control are these wash women, the patients·?
A. Ther~ were three gil"1s and one man in the laundry.

Q. Have you some men whom .you call laundry men there?
A. Yes, Bir.
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Q. And they are put under his charge?
A. Yes, under his charge, and the girls that worked in the

laundry.

Q. Who is he?
A. His name is Carter.

Q. There is a great deal of laundry work to be done in an
institution?

A. Yes, sir, a great deal.

Q. And it is sometimes pretty difficult to get help?
A. Yes, I believe it is. I think we had generally not much

trouble in getting help at the laundry.

Q. What chance in your jugdment would there be to be men
tally and physically improved, who had to wash every day?

A. Well, I think it would depend upon circumstances. I know
that there is a patient working in the laundry now, that is very much
improved since she has been there. She certainly is in very much
better condition.

Q. How long has she been working in the laundry?
A. I don't know exactly, but perh·aps two months.

Q. But as a rule you would say that a patient, either male or
female, would be restored to health of mind and body by reasonable
exercise and labor, would you not?

A. Yes, c~rtainly by reasonable exercise.

Q. Do you call work from 8 o'clock in the morning to 5 o'clock
in the evening, with intermission for' dinner, reasonable exercise for
an insane patient?

A. I don't think they worked all that time hard. Certainly I
don't think they worked unreasonably hard.

Q. Still it is all under control of the foreman, Carter?
A.' Yes, sir, it is under his control,and the girls who help him.

I never supposed that they worked hard.

Q. Did you ever give your attention to that, to study into it and
see from day to day whether they were working hard or not?

A. I have noticed their appearance.



(192)

Q. Did you ever go into the washing room, you or Dr. 'Mathew
son in your knowledge, to see whether they were worked hard or not.

A. Well, ['ve been there, and I have always noticed and talked
with the patients very often. I think there is one who works there
every day, who enjoys life as well as any person in this house. She
never considered it a hardship or thought they were worked hard.

Q. What time do the others go the laundry, those that are not
patients; the men or women who help Carter, w~at ~i~e .;;~o(. the~"go
to work? .' . " .~, .' .

A. I think they go-I ca.nnot tell the exacil'time;. : /. ~.)

Q. What time dO'they quit; at noonr " .: ,'" ""',.' .
A. They quit about half past twelve I think~ '~','

- ~ .... .,...."\.. . .. --;.-,.. f ('. )

Q. About the ~r;u~ time.the patients.quH? ".. .::/0 v._ .~,

A. A littl~ ~fter; t~ey b,av~ th~,ir qin1le,r ,ab.?~t~~ htt~f,~W1r !."'ter.

Q. What time do they quit in the ~ven:ing,,? ",j' I,.'

.A. ,Some ev€~ings th~y :are at. work late, and 6(l)metinies Ithey'quit
at supper time. It depends upon the work. .. "':\~. "c":) '~,

Q. But these 'p8;tien~ never go out th~e':after's~ppeir?/c_' ~

A. No, sir; ,that, is not as a.rule; but-IAhiuk,theJ have !>eeU,:',out
perhaps a few tilnes. ._': '

, ,,", "': ~ ........ ·f·i~"':>·i . ~~\

Q. That would be when you, ,were pressed for J~elF or;.,.som~~1¥~g
of that kind?

A. Yes, but it is not customary. '" >,: . i

Q., Now in your judgment and Y0l1:r .n~a!;l~ing .t~~ .. ~yluIfll if
you believed this washing would ~e he~Jt~f~l, ~~y )vouJqn'~ "'y<?u
have all the women patients wash? i' ';, .,~' ,,'

A. Well, some of them are not s~ited ,to th~t'. ,vo.r~ and spme
would not like it at at all. They could nqt ,waBh,:'and, I'?e.~ides t1i:ere
would not be a chance for them. ' ' , .' ,

Q. Would it 'not be a good idea to ";fix up a pf4ce "exp~~sslf: for
washing. .T: "', .~- :~ .,

A. I don't know but that it might be--a' good,.iplan'W:giv~' 'th~n1

some kind of work,a~d. I thifl,k,th~y WQuld,,4o)t.~,.; ~ c.,' :"C .f·'
Q. Now you have.oostified that the rm.;nagemept· of ·this "As)rl.mn

was in your judgment conducted:'on h:qrp.ane\~ritre.ipals? ' ~l .i
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A.. Yes, sir.

Q. Now state to me how you account for all the acts of cruelty,
that have been testified to by the witnesses who have testified in this
case?

A. Well, the only way I can understand it, is that they in some
cases have willfully lllisrepresented, and in other cases they have been
deceived themselves, and possibly they have seen cases I have not
seen.

Q. How far were you off when they caught Searle?
A. Probably a mile.

Q. As a matter of course you could not see what they did?
A. No, sir; but I could see that they had some kind of struggle.

Q.. You could simply see the fact that there was a struggle?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And so far as striking or kicking is concerned, you could not
see that?

A. No, sir.

Q. Now you state that he showed no marks of being struck or
kicked ?

A. No, of course I didn't examine him.

Q. Did you examine him to see?
A. No, I didn't, except his face, of course I examined his face.

Q. You did not have him remove his clothing?
A. No, I didn't examine him any further.

Q. You state in your testimony that you would frequently go out
with the patients, and have known them when they returned to have
bruises on their face-you testified to that?

A. Yes, sir?

Q. But you testified also that you did not know of their being
kicked. They had b~'uises on their faces, but you did not know th(lm
to be kicked. Now did you make it a point to examine their .faces
when they returned?

A. No, I didn't examine them particularly when they returned to
18
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the yard. They are not. any nlore likely to get hurt there than they
are inside, unless they should fall.

Q. If they should fall on the ground it would not hurt so much
as a fall on the floor?

A. I think it would; if they should fall on a stone it would hurt
more severely.

By Judge Mason:

Q. Do you remember the patient Lawson, fronl Lincoln, who
died at the Asylum?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. It was stated that there were bruises on his face and head?
A. Yes, he had a slight bruise about one of his eyes.

Q. What caused that?
A. It occurred as I understood, his attendant struck him.

Q. Who was the attendant?
A. It was the attendant or one of the patients, I think it was one

of the attendants.

Q. Do you know the facts about it?
A. I know that he was struck, and they said that they had trouble

with him, and he was violent, but the attendant never admitted that.
he struck the attendant.

Q. Who was the attendant?
A. As I remember it was a man named Gandy.

Q. Where is he now?
A. He is in Chicago.

Q. How badlv was he hurt?
A. Not very badly, only an ordinary black eye.

Q. Do you remember Mullis?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know about his going out to work one morning?
A. Yes, sir; I remember that circumstance.

Q. Do you know about. his face being _bloody when he went out
to work?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were the· facts?
A. Ml'. Taylor brought the patient in to me in the nl0rning soon

after he went out with his clothes or his shirt covered with blood, and
he remarked to'me that he did'nt think the patient was in very good
condition to go out to work. I took the patient to the ward and ex
amined his wounds and questioned the attendant in regard to it, and
found that he was not very much hurt, but his nose had been bleed
ing and his clothing looked a great deal worse than his face, and the
attendant explained it that he had attacked and that he had struck
*him on the nose., and his nose bled, but that he did'nt suppose he hurt
him, and he let him out without noticing the blood. I blamed the
attendants more for letting the man out in the condition he was in,
because I was not very much surprised that he had a fight with hinl
because it had occurred before with the same man.

Q. Why were you not surprised?
A. Because the same thing had occured before, and he would sud-

denly attack a person.

Q. Was he injured or bruised about the face?
A. Very little.

Q. Who was the attendant?
A. The attendant's name was Slaterly as I remember it.

Q. Where is he now?
A. In the St. Joe Insane Asylum.

Q. State what the custom was when the night watch was sick, the
female night watch, who had care of the night key of the ward?

~. Dr. Mathewson, generally.

Q. Where is Mullis now?
A. He is at the Asylum.

Q. What Is his condition now?
A. His condition is about the same as when he went there. He

is more quiet.

Q. This other patient, Lawson-did that blow or that injury which
he recieved then, affect his speech?

..
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A. No, I never supposed it did.

Q. Did you see him every day?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know whether it did or not?
A. I am confident that it did not. Of course I don't know it.

Q. Did you notice any difference in his ability to talk?
A. No, sir; I did not; he did not have much ability to talk.

Q. Have you a list of his clothing and money?
A. Yes; I believe I brought a list with me. (Produces list.)

Q. How did you get that list?
A. Well, when a patient is received there, I make out a list or

the attendant that receives them, and he copies them into the clothing
book. I think I copied this myself; but whether I counted the
clothing, I do not know.

Q. What did he bring there?
A. On Feb. 25, he brought two coats, one pair of pants, three

vests, an overcoat, thl1ee shirt", one pair of drawers, one under-shirt,
one pair of socks, one hat, pair of boots, watch, money in cash $1.31,
and copy of lease.

Q. State what he had at the time of his death, and what disposi
tion was made of it?

A. I c~nnot state that. He received a little clothing after that.
That money was used to buy him a pair of shoes or slippers, and he
received a pair of drawers and undershirt from somewheres. I do
not know whether they were bought with that money or whether his
brother sent them to him. March 3rd, he .received two shirts, two
undershirts, a pair of drawers, a pair of socks, and two handker
chiefs, and that is all he ever received...

Q. What had he when 'he died?
A. I cannot tell; but he had but very little if any thing.

Q- And how much cash in hand?
A. Six cents.

Q. Whose business is it to know how the account stands when he
leaves?

A. The stewards.
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Q. What was done with the watch?
A. That was returned to his brother.

Q. Do you know what was done with any other part of the
clothing?

A. No. He claimed that he had a'}look, but we never could find
it, and his valise was old, and I do not think it was preserved. I am
not certain whether he got the valise or not, but I know he got the
watch.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. You say that Lawson was struck by an attendant. How did
you get that infoDmation ?

A. Well, I think the attendant admitted that he had hit him,
thoug hhe did'nt admit it directly. .

Q. Was any inquiry made about the fact of strrking that man
Lawson, by Dr. Mathewson?

A. I cannot remember whether I reported it to him, or whether
he discovered it, or what was said of it

Q. The attendant was not discharged, was he?
A. No, sir; but he went a way soon after that; he was not con..

sidered a very good attendant.

Q. You say he had a black eye. Is it not a fact that in addition
to a black eye, that he had a cut in his face?

A. I don't remem.ber any other.

Q. He might have had a cut there?
A. Possibly, but he was not seriously hurt, and did'nt consider

that he was marked.

Q. Don't you know as a fact that he complained of a headache,
several days?

A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. What hurt Mullis, or who hurt him?
A. I think the attendant hurt him.

Q. vVhat attendant?
A. Slaterly.
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Q. Yon may state if there has been female attendants on the fe
male wards in the Asylurn-nighgt watches I mean-female night
watches in the female wards of the Asylum, constantly?

A. No, sir; not constantly., but nearly all the time.

Q. How great an interval has there been where there there have
been male attendants in the fenlale wards at night?

A. There has never been anything of that kind.

Q. Did any of the night watches have any keys of the female
wards?

A. No, sir.

Q. They never did?
A. No, sir, I think not; not to my knowledge.

Q. Are you absolutely sure of that?
A. Yes; as a rule I am. As a rule they were never allowed the

keys.

Q. You have got female night-watches now?
A. Ye~, one.

Q. What is the reason that you have not had them constantly, be
fore,.or that Dr. Mathewson has not?

A. Well, as I understood i.t, he had no suitable person and could
not find one. .

Q. Wouldn't you regard that as a case of neglect?
A. Well, I don't know as I am a judge of that.

Q. Certainly such a thing ought not to "exist in an institution
of that kind, ought it?

A. Well, I think it is better, and it is certainly desirable.

J. T. HAY.
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TESTIMONY OF CHARLES CARTER.

Charles Carter sworn, (colored).

Questioned by Judge Mason.

Q. You are the laundry man at the asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have charge of the laundry work?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What instructions does Dr. Mathewson give you as to the
females in the wards who work in the laundry, as to their work and
treatment?

A. Well, he has always told me, and IllY orders are to put those
patients which I have out there to work. They are not to be forced
to work at all. I am not to force thmll to work at all, and they are
not to be either hit, slapped- or bruised, in no way, shape or form.
They are to be treated well.

Q. Do you reluember of his fu.lking to you in the presence of Mr.
Druse, while Druse was at the Asylum, in May, 1879, concerning the
laundry?

A. I remember ~oing to the office in the morning; I remember
of taking my patients to the laundry, and one of the women, I don't
remember her naille, but any way, there was one of the women, after
being at the laundry a little while, she seemed to get kind of cross
and looked like-well, she got cross, and I could not pacify her, and
I went and said to Dr. Mathewson like this, to the best of my knowl
edge I said, I would like to have another woman, and he asked if I
didn't have enough to work out there-as many as usual, and I told
him that I had, but there was one of them that was cutting up out there,
and Dr. Mathewson said like this, you take her by the arm and kind
of shake her lightly, but I want you to understand that we don't want
these women or men, none of them, neither bruised or hurt, in any
way or form; I will discharge any attendant or employee I have if I
know them to mistreat a patient. These were the words as near as I
can recollect.

Q. You may state now whether these women that go to the laun
dry, whether it is optional with them to work or not, as they choose?
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A. Well, I have four patients, women, working in the laundry
now, and these women, when I bring them to the laundry, about 8
o'clock in the morning, they will go to work right away. Well, now,
they work along until a quarter to twelve, then I return them back
to the wards again. Once in a while one of them stops, and they get
tired and sit down, just when they please, and rest, and when it is
wash-day there, they go out usually about 8 o'clock, and stay out
about the same time, but ,ve generally get through about 4 o'clock at
the latest.

Q. Do you ever compel them to labor?
A. Never, never.

Q! Did you ever use any means to force them to labor?
A. I never have.

Q. I will ask you if you have known of any acts of neglect or
cruelty to the patients in the asylum?

A. My place is in the laundry, and not in the building.

Q. But have you known of any in the laundry?
A. There has been none in the laundry. No mistreatment

towards the patients in the laundry.

Q. Have you ever known of any anywhere else?
A. Well, I saw a row out in the yard one day, but I cannot tell

about it; I was quite a distance away, and they had a row there, but
I do not know how it commenced or anything about it, and I would
not state.

Q. Who had a row?
A. A patient and sonle of the attendants.

Q. What time was that?
A. It was one afternoon this last fall.

Q. Do you know who the attendants were?
A. One of them was Mr. Christner, and another, I think, was a

man by the name of Gilbert.

Q. You didn't see enough to know anything about the facts ~

A. I cannot tell.

Q. Is that all you have seen there?
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A. That is all I have seen there.

Q. How long have you worked there?
A. I have worked there a few days over ten years, my whole

time while I have been in this state.

Q. Your business has been in the laundry all the time?
A. Yes, sir; I have had charge of the laundry the whole time.

Q. Have you any men in the laundry?
A. Yes, sir; seven men.

Q. How many women, besides the ones you spoke of?
A. Three hired women.

Q. Did you ever report the case to the doctor that you saw out in
the yard?

A. I never did.

Q. Why didn't you?
A. Well, I had two reasons for not telling the doctor about it.

Well, I can say, I am sure that the doctor would have discharged the
attendant, and the next reason was that I thought if I went and
reported and had that attendant discharged away from there, then all
the balance of the attendants would have been down on me, because
I believed Dr. Mathewson would have discharged him.

Q. Why did you belie~e that?
A. I saw them when they dragged the patient in, and I did not

know whether he was in a fit or what was the matter with him; but
I saw them dragging him anyway, and I thought it was best to 'tend
to my own business, and I didn't tell the Doctor; I didn't tell any
body.

Q. Is it not your instruction if you see any acts of that kind to
report them?

A. Well, no; I cannot say that it was, my instructions were where
my work was.

Questioned by Mr. Connor:

Q. About what time was it that this woman patient that you spoke
of got refractory; in what year was it?

A. I don't remember in what year it was.
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Q. Do you remember in what month it was.
A. I don't, but I remember just as well when it occurred as if it

had been last week.

Q. You remember the circumstance, but you don't remember the
time?

A. I don't remember the time.

Q. Do you remernbel' what she said.
A. 0, she was swearing and going on.

Q. Do you know the words she used?
A. 0, she was swearing and 'going on. I know the words she

used?

Q. And she was very refractory?
A. Yes, she was at that time.

Q. Now what did you do when the Doctor told you to take her
by the arm; did you go back and do that?

A. I went back and took the woman to her work, and talked to
her and she went back?

Q. And you got her back to work?
A. Yes, sir; I have never had occasion to strike. I have been

almost killed by them; I have had my teeth aU knocked out, and I
have the first patient yet to strike, slap or hit.

Q. Y Oil say at the time you went to the doctor that he told you
right then and there not to kick or strike a patient?

A. 01' abuse them in any way, shape or form.

Q. Is that what the doctor said then?
A. That is what Dr. Mathewson told me.

Q. At what time I nlean.
A. Ye", at that time.

Q. That has been a good, lon~ while. Can you remember that he
used just those words?

A. Yes, I can; I can remember words my master used a longer
time than that.

Q. Had he not told you that before then ?
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A. Yes, he told me before, and he has told me so often since.

Q. How many female patients did washing there?
A. Four.

Q. They are the regular ones that wash?
A. Those four, yes; they are there more than any of the rest·

They are just as willing to go there to the laundry as they are to gO
to their meals, every bit.

Q, Where did you receive those patients?
A. I received them at the ward door.

Q. You go up there ,after them?
A. I go over after them.

Q. You say they are just as willing as they can be; how do you
know what goes on inside; how do you know that they are wi~ling ;
can you hear what is going on inside of the wards?

A. Any patIent that is not willing to go to the la'undry, or if
they say they do not want to go, they are left.

Q. How do you know that?
A. I have been there.

Q. Who did you receive the wash patients fronl ; who turned them
over to you?

A. Sometimes the Doctor and sometimes an attendant.
•

Q. Do you know that these women ever complained before that
they did not want to go to the wash ?

A. I have heard no complaint.

Q. You do not know that there has been complaint?
A. No, but they seemed willing.

Q. Are they brought out and turned over to you?
A. That is a rule, and always has been, and all attendants that

have charge of patients are to go there and get them. They are not
turned out as any sane person would be of course.

• Q. Now what you mean to say is that you find them at the ward
door when you 'go after them?

A. I go there, and I call for the ladies to go to the laundry. The
door is opened and they go right out and go to the laundry.
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Q. And they go just as willingly as they would go to the table
to eat?

A. Just the same.

Q. Do they manifest the same desire to go ilown there quick and
get into the wash-tub as they do to get to the dinner table;

A. Just about the same. They rush right out and go to work.
I have got two women working in the laundry now that I can hardly
stop to go to dinner; they seem to like to keep right on.

Q. What do you do when Sunday comes with such patients. I
should think they would be very miserable?

A. I do not know how miserable they are.

Q. Now you state that you saw acts of cruelty at the Asylum.
State where you were standing when you saw it?

A. I was between the laundry and the main building, the center
building, out of doors, when I saw that.

Q. What direction was that from you?
A. It was right north.

Q. How far?
A. It 'was 100 yards, anyhow, or over.

Q. It was in view was it?
A. I was coming from the house to the laundry and T heard a

racket down there and I looked.

Q. When you looked what was the first thing you saw?
A. The first thing I saw down there, I saw licks pass, but whether

any of them struck the man or not I do not know, and I would not
say I saw licks pass.

Q. What was the next thing you saw?
A. I saw kicks next.

Q. Was the patient down then?
A. Yes, the patient seemed to be down. There was an enormou~

crowd around, and as good as I could see the man was down.

Q. And then you saw kicks ?
A. I saw kicks. 'Vhether the man received any of them or not

is more than I can say.
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Q. But you saw:kicking done?
A. Yes, I saw kicking done.

Q. And then you say you saw them dragging him along?
•A. Yes, sir; there was a man had hold of each arm, and they

dragged him right along into the basement door.

Q. Did they get hilll up?
A. They did not get him up when he was in my sight.

Q. Did they pull him along on the ground ?
A. His body was kind of raised up.

Q. What was that patient's name?
A. I do not know. If I was going to be hung I could not tell

his name.

Q. Did you know him by sight 1
A. No, I could not say that I did. It was too far off.

Q. About when was it that this occurred ?
A. I do not know whether it was in September or October, or

somewhere about that t~me I thought of last year.

Q. This man Christner was one of the partie~ ?
A. Yes, Christner was one.

Q. You thought that was pretty cruel treatment, did you not?
A. I thought so.

Q. Now you say that is the only act of cruelty that you know
anything about?

A. I said that that was all I saw out there.

Q. What did you ever see at any other place?
A. Well, I did see a man by the name of Burns, when he was

there; I saw him slap a patient man out of a chair right away from
the table. But Burns has gone long ago, but I saw that.

Q. How long has Burns been gone?
A. I do not know.

Q. H~ has not been gone but a few weeks?
A. He has been gone a week or so.
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Q. He has gone out to the country?
A. I do not know where he has gone to.

Q. Is that the only act of cruelty thttt you ever saw this man
Burns exercise towards this patient?

A. 'Yes, sir; that is all as good as can recollect.

Q. Did you ever see a patient choked there?
A. Never. I never saw a patient choked.

Q. Did you ever see any other beating or hitting scrapes there?
A. I saw Mr. Christner push a ~an with a chair.

Q. A patient?
A. Yes, a patient man.

Q. . Was he \n the ward or out doors?
A. It was in the ward.

Q. Is it not a fact that this man Christner has a notorious repu-
tation as a cruel man towards the patients?

A. I do not know.

Q. Is not that the talk?
A. I do not know.

Q. Have you not heard such talk as that?
A. I do not know whether I have or not.

Q. You do not deny but what there has been such talk?
A. Well, there is a heap of talk, and if we believe everything we

hear I do not know what would become of us, and I am only talking
about it so far as I know.

Q. Did you ever see any acts of cruelty of any kind, choking,
pounding, beating, striking or hitting through any of the windows of
the Asylum from the launary or any other place?

A. No; not as I can recollect, except one time I remember of. I
saw Mr. Gandy· when he was there-I saw hiIn have a patient man
chugging him up against the window grate~ there.

Q. Did he chug him up with his fist?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Where is Gandy?
A. I do not know where he is.

Q. Do you know the patient's name?
A. I do not know.

Q. How long ago has that happened ?
A. It has been three or four years ago.

Q. How long was Gandy there-about how long?
A. Gandy was there two or three years or so..
Q. Were the a~ts that you have just detailed all the acts of cruelty

that you ever saw there?
A. That is all that I remember of, I believe, to the best of my

knowledge. .

Q. You say there are seven men in the laundry-are any of those
men patients?

A. They are all patients.

Q. What time did you get these men in the morning?
A. I got them at eight o'clock.

Q. What time did you quit at noon with them?
A. Quarter to twelve.

Q. What time did you take thenl in the afternoon?
A. Two o'clock.

Q. What time did you quit in the evening?
A. Five o'clock"!

Q. Have you got the same seven all the time?
A. Not all the time. We have a change of men. There are one

or two of the men that have worked out there for quite a while, but
there is more or less changing all the tinle.

Q. But you have generally the same nlen?
A. Well, I generally have the1n when I can get thenl, but there

are sonletimes men that do not want to go to the laundry, and we leave
them and take somebody else.

his
CHARLES X CARTER.

mark.
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TESTIMONY OF l{ATE BRINK.

Kate B~ink s~orn.

Questioned by Judge Mason.

Q. You are an attendant at the Nebraska Insane Hospital?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been there?
A. Nearly five years.

Q. What other asylum have you been an attendant at?
A. At Oshkosh, Winconsin.

Q. How long?
A. Two years and nearly ten lllonths.

Q. In what years?
A. In 1877, in 1876 and 1875.

Q. And you have been in this Asylum five years.
A. Nearly five years. .

Q. What wards have you been in here?
A. I have been on all the wards, most especially on the third, the

refractory ward, and a little over a year past on the first ward.

Q. And during any of that time have you been night watch?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the day attendant?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, during that time you may state if you have seen any acts
of cruelty or neglect on the part of the attendants or any officer of the
institution towards the patients, or a patient, and if so tell the cir
cumstances and facts ?

A. I do not remember any.

Q. You can not remember any?'
A. No, that I would call cruelty or neglect.

Q. Have you seen a female patient choked?
A. I have not.
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Q. Have you seen a female patient struck on the face with the
doubled fist?

A. No, I have not.

Q. Have you seen them struck in the person anywhere with a'
doubled fist?

A. No.

Q. Were you there at the time Miss Sisson was there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were vou in the same ward with her?
A. I was not.

Q. Do you remember the time when the night-watch was sick on
the third ward?

A. I remember the time the night-watch was sick. I do not.re
member the dates, but she was sick.

Q. Do you know who at that time carried the key to the ward
while the night-watch was sick?

A. I presume the keys were given into Dr. Mathewson's care.

Q. The third ward is where the worst patients are?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. The second ward is the next best, or rather not so bad?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the first ward is where the convalescent, or those that
are not so deranged are kept?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what proportion of the time you were on the
third ward?

A. I was there a short time at first. I went on that ward at
first.

Q. When did you go there?
A. In February, I think, of 1878.

Q. How long did you remain on the third ward?
A. I cannot relliember just how long, but sometime in the spring.

Q. About how long? I am not particular about the definite
length of time.

14
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A. About three nlonths.

Q. Then on what ward?
A. I was a short time on the second ward.

Q. How long were you there?
A. Well, I think two or three months, but I cannot tell just how

long.

Q. Then what ward?
A. I went on night-watch.

Q. How long were you on night-watch?
A. I think it was seven months.

Q. In which ward?
A. Well, I had an oversight of all three wards.

Q. They kept then but one night-watch for the three female
wards?

A. Unless in case of persons sick, then of course one of the at
tendants serves.

Q. Then where did you go, on to what ward?
\ A. Back on the third ward.

Q. How long did you remain on the third ward then?
A. I think eight months, but I would not be positive.

Q. Then to which ward did you go?
A. Then I went on night-watch again.

Q. How long were you on night-watch at that time?
A. I think I was on watch at that time about three months,and

then I think I was a month on the third ward again, and thEm I
think four months night-watch again, and then on the third ward,
and from the third ward I think that time I went to the first ward.

Q. And where then?
A. I remain there now on the first ward.

Q. State what the facts are about these patients going out to wash?
A. Well, there are women go to the laundry at different times;

sometimes there are three or four go at a time, and then again they
are c?anged and others go.
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Q. State what the fact Is-did you or anybody else compel these
women to go?

A. No, sir.

Q. What is said to them?
A. Well, I say come, naming them, come to the laundry, and

while if they come right along it is all. right, and if they say they
do not want to come, they do not go. .

Q. What do you say to them if th~y say they do not want to go?
A. I say come you had better go.

KATE BRINK.

Q. Suppose they say they won't?
A. I never do any thing further.

Q. Do you ever conlpel them?
A. No, I do not.

Q. Did you inflict any punishment for not going?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or any restraint?
A. Not at all.

Q. Any force of any kind?
A. No. sir.

Q. Has it been done at all since you have been there?
A. Not to my knowledge, and I have not heard it ,talked of?

Q. In your various rounds in those wards have you seen in the
wards or out of the wards any patient struck, or kicked, or choked?

A. No, sir.

Q. You did' not have anything to do with the male wards?
A. Oh, no..

Q. Do you take these females out to exercise?
A. Certainly.

Q. The female attendants do that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are they taken out to ride-these patients?
A. Often.
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Q. Who does that?
A. Well, Dr. Mathewson.

Q. How are they taken out?
A. They are taken out in carriages.

Q. When?
A. Most generally on the Sabbath.

Q. Whose carriage drives thenl out?
A. Very often Dr. Mathewson's. Always when they go, his car

riage goes and the other carriage, I do not know who owns it, Lut
sometimes Mr. Taylor's small carriage.

Q. Do they take out nlore than one load on Sunday?
A. Oh, yes.

Q. They give one set a ride and then another set a ride?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. See if you can call to mind any choking or striking with a
doubled fist, or with the flat of the hand, of any patient by an at
tendant during all of this time you have been there?

A. I cannot remember one instance.

Q. Have you heard of an instance?
A. I cannot recall one.

Q. Where did you come from here?
A. Oshkos~, Wisconsin. My home is in Vineland Wisconsin.

Q. You came from that Asylunl here?
A. I was at home five nlonths before I came.

Q. And you were there about two years?
A. Two years and nearly two months. .

Q. For kindness and humanity and gentility of treatment, how
are these patients treated as you have seen them during your exper
ience compared with those in the institution you left?

A. Favorably.

Q. What do you mean by favorably-better?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what respect?
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A. One thing I noted first was the fare-food.

Q. How was that-better?
A. It was of better quality, and more of it.

Q. And what next?
A. Well Dr. Mathewson was more attentive than Dr. Kepter

he had charge of the Wisconsin Institution.

Q. In what way more attentive?
A. Well, he did not trust so much to the Assistant Physician-he

visited the wards oftener.

Q. How in respect to the intercourse between the insane and the
Superintendent. Was it more family like?

A. Yes, it was more like all one family; it was more homelike.

Q. How has been the Doctor's treatment to those unfortunate in
sane; has it been gentle, kind and patient, or has it been harsh, im
perious and cruel?

A. No, sir; not cruel. He is firm but kind.

Q. Does he ever lose his temper.?
A. No.

Q. Did you ever see them provoke him, that is doing such things
as insane people sonletimes do?

A. I suppose he has been provoked, and has had patients violent
and very troublesome.

Q. And sonletimes have they spit in your face?
A. Yes, and kicked and bit.

Q. Did you ever know him to strike a patient or use any violence
on them?

A. No.

Q. Sometimes those insane people are pretty provoking?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I will ask you what is the practice in other insane asylums so
far as your experience goes about the ladies from the first wards, or
convalescents going out to wash ?

A. I know that a great nunlber went to the laundry at Oshkosh,
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and to the sewing; and to the kitchen; that is, the officers' kitchen. I
do not remember any going to the general kitchen.

Q. Some of these insane people are happy in the wash tub and
like to wash ?

A. Yes, they like to work; they seem as much interested in it as
though it was their own.

Q. Like it as in civil life some like one thing and some like
another.

A. Y~s, sir.

Questioned by Senator Connor.

Q. Is this Miss Brink or Mrs. Brink?
A. Mrs.. Brink?

Q. Do you say you do not remember a single act of neglect or
cruelty of Nebraska Insane Asylum since you have been connected
with it?

A. I don't with nlY knowledge.

P. And that has been about five years?
A. Ne;;trly.

Q. Have you heard of acts of neglect or cruelty?
A. Well, I hear of it talked of about these men; I never heard

these incidents talked of in the house.

Q. Did you ever hear of it talked ~bout by the women?
A. No.

Q. Did you ever hear the women talk about bad treatment?
A. 0, there are patients who complain of being ill-treated in

every way and there is nothing right.

Q. Is it not a fact there is a great deal of complaining in this In
sane AsylUlu?

A. No, I think not, except patients that have a mania this way.

A. As a matter of course your duties are entirely separate from
the male wards?

A. Entirely.

Q. Are you in a different ward in the house?
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A. Yes, sir; entirely.

Q. Are you much acquained with the male side of the AsylUlU?
A. I suppose not much different, from the rules.

Q. Did you ever hear of any acts of cruelty there?
A. I heard that an attendant was discharged for cruelty there. I

·do not know that I may have heard of more than one.

Q. But in these cases you have heard of, it was where they were
.discharged ?

A. Yes, sir; that is all.

Q. Did you ever hear of the male patients being kicked?
A. No. •

Q. Nor beaten by the hands or fist?
A. No; I may have heard I do not remember of any particular

instance or on any satisfactory authority.

,Q. The Doctor, you say, never gets out of humor?
A. Well, I have never seen him display any ill-temper.

Q. Have you had female night watches in the female wards?
A. I think we have all. the time except the first I remember

was last spring when the night watch was sick, and for a time there
was ~ot any night watch.

Q. There is a night watch now?
A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. During the five years you have been there, have you heard of
-a single'circumstance from which you could form an idea that fault
i.could be found with the care that patients receive there?

A. No.

Q. Suppose you should be discharged, what kind of a story could you
make up conscientiously to tell that would cast any reflection on the con
duct of the officers, or thetreatment of the patients at the Hospital if you
.should go to work to think up something you could tell, or, in other
'Words, can you possibly conceive how anyone can get Up any idea
that the patients are not well treated from your experience of five
years?

A. No, I cannot.
(Signed.) KA.TE BRINK,
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TESTIMONY OF SA.RAH GILMORE.

Sarah Gilmore sworn.
Questioned by Judge Mason :
Q. ,Vhat is your age?
A. Twenty-one.
Q. What is your occupation?
A. Attendant.

Q. Were you the attendant with Miss Sisson at the time the night
watch was sick?

A. I was.

Q. You were lodging with her?
A. I was.

Q. Do you remember the Doctor coming up into the ward-Dr.
Mathewson.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he there more than once?
A. Yes, sir; he used to come in frequently to see that everything

was right, when we had no night watch.

Q. Was that at the time the night watch was sick?
A. It was. .

Q. State in your own way what occurred and what he did when
he came in?

A. Well, I do not remember the circumstances just as they were
and in case he heard a noise or any disturbance in the ward, he would
go in and see what the disturbance was.

Q. Do you relnember a night when he came in en dishabille; that
is, with his pantaloons on and his suspenders unbuttoned?

A. I did not see any such occurrence.

Q. At the time he came in was there an old lady sick in the ward
that was not expected to live?

A. There was.

Q. Do you know whether he went to her room or not?
A. I think he did.
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Q. Was a patient a screaming in the ward at the time?
A. There was.

Q. Did he go to the room door. Tell it in your own way just
what did happen?

A. I really do not remember that circumstance well enough to
tell it.

Q. Do you remember his coming into the room where a young
woman who was hysterical screamed?

A. I remember some such circumstance.

Q. What was it ?
. A. Well, I believe he went to the room and told her to hush her
noise.

Q. Well, did she hush her noise?
A. I think she did.

Q. How long was he in the room?
A. I don't remember, but I think but a nloment.

Q. Was there any night watch on duty at the time?
A. There was not.

Q. Was there any occasion of his being there?
A. No other one.

Q. Do you remember Annie Erickson?
A. I do.

Q. Do you remember the circumstance of the Doctor being
there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What took place?
A. The Doctor came in one evening after we had locked up, or

I supposed we had, but by some mistake her door had been left open,
and she ran out and she ran to the Doctor.

Q. What did he do ?
A. Well, he caught her her and put his hand under her throat.

I don't think he choked her.

Q. Why do you think he did not choke her. Where were you
at the tinle?
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A. I was standing close by.

Q. How close?
A. I was within reach of the lady and hold of her.

Q. Was you in front of her, back of her, or by her side?
A. I don't remember.

Q. How long did he hold his hand on her?
A. Not more than two seconds.

Q. Did he seem to choke her or did she seem to be choked ?
A. No, I did not think he choked her.

Q. She rushed towards the Doctor and he put his hand up, is that
the way?

A. That is the way.

Q. He put his open hand on her throat?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did she do then?
A. She struggled, of course, and we had quite a time getting her

back into her roonl.

Q. What did she struggle for, and what did she want to do.
Was she trying to get away from the Doctor, or to him?

A. Was trying to get to him.

Q. Did she object to go back into the room?
A. Sonle.

Q. Di i you assist in getting her back into the room?
A. I think not.

Q. What did the Doctor say to you?
A. He said he could probably manage her.

Q. Just give his language?
A. I cannot do that.

Q. As near as you can?
A. I think that is just as near as I can. He says" probably I

can manage her."

Q. How long have you been In that Asylum?



Have you seen anybody kick a patient?
No, sir.

,.

(219)

A. I have been there almost eleven months.

Q. On which ward?
A. On the second.

Q. On the second ward all the time?
A. With the exception of two days.

Q. Where were you then?
A. In the first ward.

Q. This occurrence you have just been narrating-on which
ward did this occur. ?

A. On the second ward.

Q. During that time have you ever seen an attendant strike a fe
male patient?

A. I have not.

Q. Have you seen an attendant choke ~ female patient?
A. No, sir.

'Q.
A.
'Q. Have you known of a patient being slapped with the open

hand?
A. No, sir.

Q. By an attendant?
Q. No, sir.'

Q. Do these patients sometimes have a litle quarrel among them-
selves?

A. Very often.

Q. Do they strike?
A. Yes, sir; often.

Q. With the fist or open hand?
A. Just most any way.

Q. Now during the time you have been there, state frankly if
you have ever seen any act of cruelty on the part of any officer or at
,tendant of the Asylum towards a patient?
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A. I have not.

Q. Have you ever heard of' any patient being struck, kicked, or-
hurt by an attendant?

A. No, sir.

Q. When did you go there?
A. I went there the 17th of last March.

Q. And where were you from there?
A. I was from Morning Sun, Iowa.

Q. Have you ever been in any Asylum before~'

A. Yes, sir; I was five months in the Hospital at Mt. Pleasant"
Iowa.

Q. What place did you have there?
A. I was an attendant there.

Q. On which ward?
A. On seven and two.

Q. They have more wards there than we have here?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How were their wards graded-as you go up in numhers they
grow more insane?

A. No, sir.

Q. Which ward did they have their worst patients on ?'
A. On seven, eleven and three.

Q. That is Mt. Pleasant Asylum.
A. Yes, sir; number two is the middle ward.

Q. How long were you on seven?
A. About six weeks, I think.

Q. How long were you on number two?
A. The rest of the time.

Q. Now tell frankly, how for gentility, humanity and kindness,..
how the treatment of the attendants and officers in this Asylum com
pared with the Mt. Pleasant; tell it frankly and candidly" if it is
worse, say so?
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A. So far as I have seen the attendants have treated the patients
just as well here as they did there.

Q. You attend at dinner, do you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How about the food?
A. I think the food is better here than at Mt. Pleasant.

Q. How about this matter of washing, if you know about it in
the Mt. Pleasant Asylum, do they send or do some of the patients go
<to the wash-room?

A. I do not know; no patienu; ever went from my ward, and I do
not know of any other.

Q. Have you had charge of this ward mostly alone since M'iss
Sisson left?

A. Yes, sir; mORt of the time, with the exception of a few weeks.

Q. Who was your assistant then?
A. There was a lady by the name of MiRS Griffin on the ward,

:and Miss Shively was on the ward with me about six weeks. I
·don't know just how long she was there, perhaps two months alto
.gether.

Q. And the balance of the time?
A. Miss' Byers was with me a short time, I think about four

weeks.

Q. How long ago did ,Miss Sisson leave?
A. She left there the seventh of August or July.

Q. Of this past year, 1882 ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And since that, except the time mentioned, you have charge of
the ward alone in the daytime?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has there been a night watch most of the time?
A. Yes, sir; most of the time. I don't know how long we were

without a night watch.

Q. Why, were you without a night watch?
A. Well, because there was no one suitable in the building, and

they couldn't find one when the night watch was sick.
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Q. What became of her?
A. Well, I don't know,.but I believe she was discharged.

Q. And then there was a time when you did not have any?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. These patients sometimes are pretty provoking, arn't they?
A. Yes, sir; often.

Q. Do they bite?
A. Yes, sir; wp.en they have an opportunity.

Q. And strike?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And spit?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And have you got bites on you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. They are pretty provoking sometimes, arn't they?
A. Yes, sir; they are very provoking.

Q. Will you show your hand where you are bit?
A. It is almost well now, anyway.

Q. Now, you say you have never known of a patient being struck
by an attendant?

A. No, sir; I never have.

Questioned by Senator C~nnor :

Q.. Do you relnember of a female patient by the name of Kauf
man?

•

A. Yes, sir; I do.

Q. How long since was she in the Asylum?
A. I don't know; she has been there a number of years, I think.

Q. Is she there yet?
A. No, sir; she is dead.

Q. Do you remember when she died?
A. Yes, sir; about six weeks ago.

Q. How long was she badly sick before she died?
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A. Well, ab<;>ut six or seven weeks.

Q. You 'went for the Doctor for her several times, didn't you?
A. I reported her case to the Doctor.

Q. What did you report to the Doctor?
A. I reported she had some very bad sores.

Q. Did you suggest medical treatment?
A. I did not.

Q. Did the Doctor come up and respond to your statement about
her?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Promptly?
A. I think so.

Q. Is it not a fact that you reported that case to the Doctor several
times?

A. I spoke to the Doctor and Mrs. Mathewson several times.

Q. Is it not a fact that he did not respond when you spoke
about it?

A; I believe he said that there could not be much done for her?

Q. Is it not a fact that he did not respond and go to see her?
A. He came to see her, yes, sir.

Q. Did he go every time you spoke of the case or suggested?
A. I think he did.

Q. Don't you think there was neglect· of that patient so far as the
med ical treatment is concerned?

A. Well, I do not think there was; her case was hopeless.

Q. You say that you do not know that was; don't you believe
that there was a neglect of that patient?

A. No, sir; I don't know that she was neglected.

Q. By the failure to attend her personally, didn't you go for Dr.
Mathewson and solicit him to come and see hiiuseH to Mrs. Kaufman?

A. No, sir; I did not.
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Q. Were you there when she died?
A. I was.

Q. Who else was there?
A. I was the' only attendant there.

(~. Was there anybody about when she died but yourself?
A. No, sir.

Q. What tinle did she die?
A. She died about 6 o'clock in the eV,ening.

Q. How long before she died, to your knowledge, had it been
that Dr. Mathewqoll had been there?

A. Why he had been in the room that afternoon.

Q. Did he go to see her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he prescribe for her?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know she was dying?
A. Well, we thought RO.

Q. At the tilue he was in the room before?
.A.. Yes, sir.

Q. When had he been there before that-when had he seen that
patient before that?

A. I don't remember.

Q. She had been in a critical condition for some time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know of what disease she died of finally; what was
the cause of her death?

A. I do not know; well, it was her insanity, I suppose, just wore
her out.

Q. Was she nluch emaciated?
A. Very much so.

Q. Now, you say that you didn't go for the doctor and solicit him
to COnle and see this patient, Mrs. Kaufmann?

A. No; I think I sinlply told him of the case.
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Q. Do you remember what you said to him, or about what was
said?

A. I told him I thought she needed some attention-that is I
thought she needed something for those sores.

Q. Was anything prepared to put on those Bores?
A. Not for a few days.

Q. Was there finally anything put on?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who put it on ?
A. I did.

Q. How long after you told the Doctor that she needed some
thing for the sore on her breast was it before the lnedicine was
furnished to go on these sores?

A. Well, perhaps, three or four.

Q. Was the patient suffering much during her last sickness?
A. Well, I think she was, although she was not conscious of it.

Q. Was she dem'ented and bereft of her reason; was her mind all
gone; or was she conscious and intelligent enough to understand?

A. I think she was.

Q. All the time or part of the time?
A. Not all the time, but towards the last.

Q. Where was she buried?
A. At Omaha.

Q. Was this patient from Omaha?
A. I think she was.

Q. Now, you say that the reason that there was not a female watch
upon the ward was because you couldn't get a watch or an attendant;
how do you know that fact?

A. I do not know it, but I have heard that was the reason.

Q. But you do not know it; do you?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, you say you nev.er have seen any act of cruelty or neglect
in that Asylunl?

15
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A. No, sir; I don't think I have.

Q. Do you now testify to the female patients exclusively, or do
you mean generally, male and female?

A. With regard to the male patients I know nothing at all.

Q. Now, these poor creatures that kick and strike and bite, are
the insane people that are confined for insanity?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you can not expect anyhing else from them?
A. Well, no, I suppose not.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Long before that woman's death, did not my wife go and give
special care to the patients and give special care to that patient, and if
every attention was given her that you could give to make her com
fortable, and did she not have a special attendant most of the time
during her last sickness?

A. Mrs. Mathewson did pay a great deal of attention to Mrs.
Kaufman.

Q. Both in regard to her treatment and food, and prepared- such
things as were possible to take care of her bed sores and so 'on?

A. Yes, she did take a great deal of attention of her.

Q. Didn't we try to give all the attention and have an interest to
have everything done for her to make her comfortable as we could do?

A. I think you did.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. When was it when Mrs. Mathewson took a special interest in
the patient?

A. After she was confied to her bed, Mrs. Mathewson was very
attentive.

Q. Fronl that time up to time of her death?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What attention did you give her?
A. I goave her all that I could, and don't think she wanted for

anything that r could possibly give her.



I
I

(227)

Q. Was there any neglect in that case?
A. I think not.

Q. Didn't she have special night-watohes a portion of the time?
A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. And you would do that with any patient?
No, sir: whenever they are sick, the attendants, some of them, sat

up with theI:ll.

(Signed) SADIE GILMORE.

TESTIMONY OF MARY PASSMORE.

Mary Passmore sworn.

By Dr. Mathewson:

P. How long have you been in the -Hospital?
A. Four months and twenty days.

Q. Have you been in other instItutions of this kind?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. At what place?
A. Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.

Q. How long were you there?
A. Fifteen months.

Q. What kind of a ward were you on?
A. On eleven and three, two of the violent wards, a portion of

the time.

Q. How does the attention given to the v,iolent wards here com
pare with Mt. Pleasant, the attention of the officers and the attend
ants, and the general care of them?

A. I think the general care is quite as good as it is there, and the
ventilation is much better.
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Q. Can you say ~that the patients here are in any manner neg
lected?

A. No, sir; they are not.

Q. Can you see in any way that they could be made any more
comfortable?

A. No, sir.

Q. Are they made comfortable at night?
A. Yes, sir; they are.

Q. They have beds and clothing, and have you heard me express
any special care?

A. Yes; I have heard you say that we co~I1d not be too charitable
to these patients. You have said that more than once to me.

Q. Has there been any appearance of neglect or cruelty on the
part of the officers towards the patients?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you seen any special attention and solicitation in regard
to their being made comfortable so far as possible?

A. Yes, sir; day after day.

Q. In regard to the food; did they have a plenty of food?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do they have as good food as they had in Iowa?
A. Much better.

Q. Can you think of any mean thing that you could say if you
tried in regaad to the care and attention of these patients

A. No, sir; I do not.

Q. You were there for a tinle when we had no night-watch?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Can you understand how it was that we did'nt have any night
watch?

,A. I understand that there was no one suitable for the position.

Q. Was there any person about the building that could be spared
for that purpose? .

A. No, sir.
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Q. As soon as we got new persons so that you could be spared off
the ward, were you put in the night watch?

A. Yes, sir.
;

Q. Do you know of any suffering on account of there being uo
night watch?

A. There was no one.

Q. Do you know that I was constantly looking after the wards
on account of having no night watch?

A. Yes, sir; you were on the night watch frepuently, and I was
called up three or four times at night.

Q. Did you complain to me that you were broken from your
rest so much that you would have to quit work? '

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What reply did I make to that?
A. I don't remember.

Q. Well, in regard to getting you relieved, I Inean as soon as
possible?

A. I believe that you said that as soon as you could get suitable
help, you would have a night watch.

Q. Have I ever inquired of you if you knew of any help that
you thought you could get?

A. Yes, sir; and I think I recommended you to one.

Q. Do you know whether I corresponded with one?
A. Yes; I believe you did.

Q. Do you know what was the reason we did'nt get her?
A. Because the Jetter miscarried, buf I know that we expected

day rfter day.

Q. Have you ever seen a person misused on that ward?
A. No, sir; I never have.

Q. How many patients have you on that ward?
A. Forty-nine, I believe; we have had fifty-two.

Q. How many patients are there that you have to take right into
the bath-room as quick as they get up in the morning?
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A. I have had six or seven.

By Seuator Connor:

Q. As a matter of course, your knowledge is confined to the fe
male wards?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You know nothing of the management or control of the male
department?

A. No, sir.

Q. And you have been there four m:>nths and twenty days?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may just state what is the duty of the night' watch.
A. To start around at eight o'clock after the locking up is done,

and try every door, and see if there is water.

Q. But do they remain up all night?
A. They do fron1 eight in the evening until quarter after six in

the morning.
(Signed), MA.RY E. PASSMORE.

TESTIMONY OF ROSA SMITH.

Rosa Smith sworn.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. How long have you been at the Hospital?
A. Four months and about two weeks.

Q. On which ward?
A. On the third ward; on the violent ward.

Q. During ~that time, have you seen any neglect of the patients
by officers or attendants?

A. I have not

Q. Have you seen any abuse by officers or attendants ?
A. No, sir.
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Q. From your knowledge of taking care of the patients, can you
see in any manner that we could treat them any better?

A. I do not.

Q. Is it your openion that we have taken special care and we do
all in our power to treat these patients well ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q: How does the care of these patients compare with hospitals
you have been in before?

A. I have been in the Mt. Pleasant Hospital, and:think this is
just as good and feel satisfied this is just as good as the Mt. Pleas
ant.

Q. Is the clothing of the patients carefully attended to?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And their cleanliness?
A. 'Yes, sir.

Q. And food carefully attended to ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And no one is allowed to suffer if it is possible to prevent it?
A. No, sir. •

Q. Are they restrained with such care and attention as it is pos
sible to do with those that we are obliged to restrain?

A.' Yes, sir.

Q. How many are there that we are obliged to restrain largely,
part of the tinle to keep their clothing on, or keep them from hurting
others or themselves?

A. There are times that we have to restrain, I should think, a
dozen, at least, in order to keep their clothing on.

Q. If you should be discharged from that institution and you
wanted to say the meanest thing you could about the institution, what
would you say?

A. I should say that they are were good to their patients, but
overworked their attendants.

Q. But you say the officers and attendants were devoted to the
patients and did all in their power to make them. comfortable and
never abused them?
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A. I never saw any abuse.

Q. Have you ever had any special instructions from me in regard
to your duties there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were they?
A. To treat the patients kindly and with charity.

Q. Have you ever heard me make any special statement in regard
to what we ought to do, all of us, and everybody about the institu
tion, in regard to the care of the patients?

A. I heard you say that we should treat them as we ourselves
should wish to be treated, and you have spoken different times of the
care that we should take especially on putting them to bed that they
are comfortable during the night. I

Q. From what you have seen about the institution and the officers
and attendants, and the care and interest taken in the patients,~can

you see any possible ground for anybody to complain about it?
A. I cannot.

By Senator Connor:

Q. You have been there a little over four months?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have no knowledge of the treatment of the male patients,
have you?

A. No, sir.

Q. How many female patients are there in the Asylum?
A. I don't know, but there are about forty-nine on my:ward, and

mine is the third ward-the violent ward.

Q. Do you know anything about the management of the other .
wards, personally?

A. No, sir.

Q. You know sinlply of your own ward?
A. Simply of my own ward.

[Signed.] ROSA SMITH.

Adjourned.



1 (2;33)

TESTIMONY OF L. F. TAYLOR.

L. F. Taylor; aged 38; residence, Insane Asylum.

Was appointed in 1879 as steward of hospital. Did not "know
Dr. Mathewson before. Have a knowledge of all the finances of
the institution; have handling of all the money that comes to the
hospital; have the oversight of all outdoor' work, farm, garden, etc.
The means I have of judging of the managenlent of the Asylum is
by what I see of the patients when out for exercise, and patients at
work, etc.; have no business in the wards only as a visitor; go on
wards when I desire to do so; I have been instructed by Dr.
Mathewson to not allow any abuse of the patients by the attendants,
in the way of over work, harsh words or harsh treatment, and he has
instructed me to prevent any accidents. When I want men to work
on the farm I usually go to the assistant physician-must go to either
Dr. Mathewson or the assistant physician for the order-the purpose
of giving this order is first, that you know the men who are suitable
to work. One day a man may be able to work, next day he ~ay be
what we call off too much; second, sO that the management may
know who is out and who they are with. I give the same instruc
tions to the men under whom the patients are at work. I am care
ful to give such instructions, and where I see abuse of instructions,
report to you. I have never seen allY disposition on the part of Dr.
Mathewson to disregard these rules, and the reports I made to
him in regard to treatment received by patients on the outside.
Dr. Mathewson has 'always expressed a disposition that the patients
be treated well under all CirCU111stances, and he has comlnanded us
to bring patients to hospital when we could not get along well with
them. Dr. Mathewson has always expressed a desire that patients
be treated well under all circumstances.

Saturday evening, Feb, 17, 1883.

L. F. Taylor recalled for further examination.

Questioned by Mr. Mathewson:

Q. Have you ever heard Ine talk about the difficulty of getting
suitable help to take care of the wards? .
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A. Yes, I have heard it often.

Q. Have you frequently known it when I had a limited amount
of help too small to get along really and do justice to the patients?

A. Yes, I have heard you say at times that you had not such
help as you would like.

Q. What do you know about our being in need of help there at
different times?

A. I have known you to be short of help, first in one department
and then in another, and heard you lnake the remark that it was very
difficult to get help to fill the place.

Q. 'Vhat has been the appearance of watchfulness in regard to
taking care of. this help, and keeping them close to their duty?

A. I should call it very close.

Q. What has been the condition of discipline in regard to help?
A. Rigid.

Q. Have you ever seen any disposition to shield anyone for mis
conduct in regard to patients?

A. No, I have heard you' say that you had help in your employ
that did not suit you, and as soon as you could fill the place you
should make a change.

Q. To what extent have all th~ resources available of the insti
tution been devoted to the care of the inmates?

A. It has been applied in accordance with the law, as far as it
would go. Of course their a'ppropriations are. governed by legisla
tion, and they can only be used for the particular purposes for which
it ,,:as appropriated.

Q. To what extent have the resources been used for the comfort
of the patients?

A. I think that all available resources have been used.

Q. For the amusement of the patients?
A. The anlusement fund has been used exclusively for the benefit

of the patients.

Q. To what extent have the resources been used for the purpose
of taking patients to ride, for instance?
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A. They have used the farm teams sometimes when it was rather
done' under protest. When they worked the tealn all the week they
hitched them up, to drive them on Sunday, to take the patients out.

Q. On an average how many patients have you been able to take
out to ridewhen the weather was suitable?

A. Well, I have kept an account some days Sundays, and I think
I have taken as many as forty out with one team, and very often we
would have two teams. I know that once or twice I kept an account,
that we took out forty for a ride of two or three miles.

Q. Have you ever noticed that I took them out with my private
team?

A. Yes, quite often, and since you have had a private team, we
have not used the state team as much for that purpose.

Q. What means have we used to obtain money for the purpose of
giving comforts to the patients, and of helping to defray the expenses?

A. You have taken in patients from the outside at an advanced
rate over the actual cost of keeping, from the territories.

Q. About what amount of profit do you estimate that you gain
now from the keeping of patients not belonging to the state?

A. Well, I think it is about double. I think they pay about
double the cost of the keeping of them.

Q. And that gives us how much a week profit?
A. It is giving us now, with the number of patients we ,have,

about $50 a week profit on the patients that we have in there.

Q. That is about 2,500 a year?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What becOlues of this money?
A. It is turned in to the cash account and expended for what is

most needed. Where the appropriration runs short on anyone fund,
this is drawn on for incidental purposes.

Q. Do you know how it happened these patients were taken in
and for what purpose?

A. They were taken in for the purpose of helping out the finances;
I believe you told me they made application to have them kept there.
That is the way I understood it.
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Q. With your means of operation upon the outside, if ther.e had
been very nlllCh abuse, do you think you would have been likely to
have seen something of it?

A. I think so. If I did not see such things, if it had been going
on, I surely would hear of it.

Q. Do you believe your chances of observation have been as
good as of any person about the Institution to see what is going on
on the outside?

A. Of any person outside of the wards-any person outside on
the ground, I think so.

Q. To what extent, if any, have you seen abuse?
A. I cannot remember of any abuse that I.have seen directly my

self, any more than I have seen attendant~ who were disposed to act
a little harsh and arbitrary, and I think I have spoken to you about
some attendants that were disposed to be harsh, but as to abuses,
kicking, striking, and knocking, I cannot rernen1ber of ever seeing ~

but one lick struck.

Q. Can you recollect the circumstances of that?
A. It was a patient running away, and the attendant caught hilu.

He was on a run almost to the barn, and I was standing out where I
could see hin1, and when the attendant caught him the patient resisted,
and he tried to pull him back, and they were about of equal strength,
and finally the attendant got behind him and shoved him up with
his boot. As near as I could see, he strnck hin1 once or twice with
the side of his boot, and I went to him and told him he should be
careful. And matters of that kind, when I saw them I should
report them.

Q. Did you consider it of enough importance to report?
A. No, sir; because he did not hurt the man.

Q. It was merely the appearance that you were protesting
against?

A. Yes, sir, and there were visitors with me that saw it, and they
made SOlne remarks about it.

Q. And during the tin1e that you have been there, it is a little
over thres years?

A. Yes, sir.
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Q. And having an opportunity to see better than any other man
on the outside of what is going on in the Institution, you never have
seen a blow or kick except the instance you speak of?

A. I cannot, remember of any, I have heard them talk of where
they had trouble, but I cannot remember of seeing any, I have been
trying to study it up.

Q. Did you ever hear of these charges or see them in circulation,
or similar charges by Mr. Druse two years ago?

A. I do not know who the charges were in circulation by, but I
saw a set of charges that" were in the hands of some of the Senators
two years ago. They were handed to me by Mr. Cropsey.

Q. What did you do with them?
A. I handed them back to him. He handed them to me and asked

me if I knew anything about the matter. And I glanced over them
and told him I did not. And it was something I knew nothing of.

Q. Have you ever observed or heard me talk about the trouble
and d~:fficulty of getting along with the patients during the time the
workmen were employed around the building in the construction of
the new wings? State what you have observed. .

A. My observation has been that the patients were more noisy,
and disposed to be more annoying in a great luany ways, w.hen tllere
were outsiders around the building than at any other time.

Q. Have you ever seen these people talking with the patients?
A. Yes, I have seen them quite frequently talking through the

windows; the parties on the outside and the patients on the inside.

Q. Have you noticed that you have had considerable trouble in
that respect, to keep the laborers ~way from the patients and not to
interfere with them?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you known them to hand things in to the patients?
A. I have known of instruments being brought out in the ward

that were found with the patients, and supposed that was the way
they secured them. I never saw them hand anything into thenl, but
T have seen some dangerous instruments brought out.

Q. Now from your acquaintance with me, and my conduct about
the Hospital, and my instructions to all attendants, and my own dis-
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position, as you have seen it, have you ever seen anything that yOUl

could torture into the idea that I was disposed to be cruel to the
patients.

A. No, sir.

Q. And has exactly the opposite of that been true in your mind?
A. I thought that you have had so much interest in the patients

that you sometimes have been more harsh with your help than is
necessary. We have talked that nlatter over.

By Senator Connor:

Q. How lllany rooms have you in the Asylum, that is how many
patients can be comfortably quartered 'at the Asylum?

A. Well, there are about 300 there now. And with the present
room, from what I heard the doctor say, it is well filled up. I never
have been through the ;wards after the patients were in bed since I
have been there.

Q. Is it not your understanding that the Asylum is over-crowded
now?

A. It is full; but if it is overc~owded, I don't know it; I have
not heard complaint of that kind.

Q. By what authority do they take patients from Wyoming?
A. By the authority and consent of the Board of Public Lands

and Buildings; I have never heard the Board of Public Lands and
Buildings say so, but that is my understanding of it.

Q. How many are there fronl Wyoming and other Territories?
A. Seventeen.

Q. Don't you believe as a matter of fact, that the Asylum is suf
ficiently crowded for room without patients from the outside?

A. Such room as our State patients occupy, I think it is; but if
you will allow me to explain, the quarters that the Wyoming
patients have, and the class of patients, I think you will understand
it better. Two years ago the Legislature appropriated a certain
amount to complete the basement of the building, which was about
half enough. It was intended to complete the basement so that·it would
be suitable to care for the patients in and make a ward of it. That
money was expended so far as it would go, and it left a portion of
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it unfinished, and the money that we got for the keeping of these
WYOining patients, there has been a portion expended in providing
temporary quarters in the basement, and the class of patients being
kept from Wyoming are what the doctors call chronic cases; they are
quiet and harmless, and but little bother, so much so, that a great
many are allowed the freedom of the grounds.

Q. What are their quarters?
A. They are the basement rooms of the buildings.

Q. Are there any Nebraska patients in the basement rooms?
A. A few (i)f the same 'class with them.

Q. Do you know what is charged the Territory of WYOlning for
taking charge of these patients per week, or per month?

A. Yes; $6.00 for board and care; $7.00 if this State furnishes
the clothing; without clothing, $6.00 per week.

Q. That includes medical atten<)ance, etc. ?
A. Yes, sir; $6.00 includes all, aside from the clothing.

Q. How do you account for the fact that when the Asylum is
short of help, and it is difficult to get along with the patients that
you have from our own State, that you took in this large number of
patients from a neighboring Territory?

A. W@ll, as short as we have been of funds on some of the appro
priations, if it had not been for this extra money we would have to
come before the Legislature for the dificiency.

Q.' Are you athorized by the Legislature to do this?
A. No; I think not.

Q. Has the Legislature ever failed to appropriate the necessary
amonnt of Inoney that you have asked for, for the rUllning expenses
of the Institutioll?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much has it fallen short?
A. This year we are short some $3,000 for coal.

Q. On estimate that you have made?
A. Yes, sir; they cut down the estimate and did not appropriate

the anlount asked for.
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Q. Is it your idea, that in order to make that up and to help the
State out of this matter, that you have taken in a lot fro:ll some other
Territory? .

A. I think, perhaps, that if you would ask the Doctor these
questions, he could answer them better, because it is part of the Doc
tor's business; I have only to keep the accounts.

Q. But that. is your understanding of it.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, you say that the Doctor uses his private team to take
the patients riding on Sunday?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Does the Doctor furnish the provender for that private team,
or does the State do it?

A. The State furnishes the provender for the team. He has one
colt that he has raised from the teaIII, for which he pays.

Q. But this team the State takes care of?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he used this team, his own team, on Sunday, that the
State takes care of, to take patients out riding?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Don't you regard that as a part of the necessary exercise to give
the patients, to take them out riding?

A. I don't regard it as anything wrong.

Q. Is is not the design of that Institution to relieve the mind?
A. I think so. .

Q. And to give varied experience and pleasure to the mind?
A. I think so; but the State has not furnished the means of doing

that fully.

Q. Now, you say that you have never seen nluch abuse there. Do
you rem:::mber of seeipg a patient stricken on the head with a brick
bat?

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you remember of hearing of that occurrence?
A. I have heard it talked of by the Doctors wh~n they were

inquiring into it.
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Q. When was that?
A. It was lately that I heard of it.

Q. Since the inquiry commenced?
A. No, sir; since I came back from the vacation I had.

Q. Then they did refer to somebody being stricken in the head?
A. I never heard of the brick-bat, but r heard of them having

some trouble with a patient in the yard.

Q. Did you ever hear of a patient by the name of Palmer being
knocked down and kicked on the ground ?

A. Nothing, except what I have heard in the testimony.

Q. Did you ever hear of a man who was attempting to go to the
barn, and the attendant desired him to go in another direction, and
that the patient insisted on going towards the barn, and of his knock
ing him down and kicking him?

A. No, sir; I never heard of that.

Q. Did you ever hear of a patient who went and took hold of ~

'hoe where they were mixing mortar, and one of the attendants taking
the patient and taking him out in the yard a little distance and
knocking him down and sitting upon his body?

A. I never heard of that; I heard they had SOlne trouble with
a patient there.

Q. You, as Steward, about that Institution, are generally engaged
on farm and purchasing groceries and necessaries for that..Institution?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Pretty largely so?
A. I anl usuaIl,y in town about one-third of the time, I think.

Q. And a great many of thes~ things might occur and you never
know anything about it?

A. Yes, sir; they might occur.

Q. Did you have in your employ, or did Dr. Mathewson have, a
man by the name of Nelson?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was he recently discharged?
A. Yes, sir.

16
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Q. What was the occasion ?
A. He was not attending to his business, and I asked the Doctor

to discharge him. He tried to have more business in town than out
there.

Q. What was the difficulty; in what did he fail to attend to his
business?

A. When we sent him to town, and he had business over here,
sometimes he would be gone half a day, and ,since this investigation
has been started, he came over to town a time or two without any
permission, and witho\lt saying anything about it, and he rode to the
State House once, and I told the Doctor that I had no further use .for
him at the barn, because he was not doing any good.

Q. Had he neglected his business up until the c9mmencement of
this investigation?

A. He had not been a very energetic man.

Q. Still you had no reason to discharge him?
A. When you have a lot of work around to be done, it is not al

ways that you have help that satifies you in every particular. He
did reasonably well in many respects, and in others he did not. One
complaint I had was, we had considerable stock around the barn and
had to be up early, and had forty cows to milk, and I would often
go to the barn and find him in bed, but he filled his place in other
respects pretty well.

Q. He was usually a pretty good man?
A. In most respects he was.

By Judge Mason:

Q. I desire you to state if you have charge of the effects of Mr.
Lawson, who died at the Asylum? .

A. I have charge of the money, part of it.

Q. Anything else?
A. No sir, the other effects are not in my care.

Q. How much money is there belonging to Mr. Lawson?
A. There is a balance of six cents in his favor.

Q. Have you got his account?
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A. Yes, sir; but I have not got it with me.

Q. Has any body ever asked you for it?
A. I gave the Doctor a statement of it.

Q. Did any body ever call on you for his effects?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did any body ever speak to you for his effects ?
A. No, sir.

Q. For a book?
A. No, sir; not that I can renlenlber of. I don't renlember of

its being mentiGned to me.

By Mr. Kendall:

Q. Do you know how much the last legislature cut down from
your estimate on the appropriation for living expenses?

A. I don't know whether I can remember or not, but I can find
the estimate that was made and know how much was appropriated,
but it was quite an anlount.

Q. Was it three or four thousand dollars?
A. I think it was $4,000.

Q. Can you state to the Committee what your estimate wal;J based
upon; how much per meal and day?

A. It was based on the cost the previous year with the calcula
tion of the number of patients that would be admitted in the coming
two years, at the ratio that they had been coming in previous to
that. I think though that it was about fourteen cents a day for the
board.

Q. Do you mean per day or per meal?
A. Per day; I believe that is correct.

L. F. TAYLOR.
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TESTIMONY OF WILL H. GREEN.

Will H. Green sworn:

Ey Judge Mason:

Q. What is your age?
A. Twenty-five years.

Q. What is your occupation ?
A. Painter.

Q. Whereabouts do you live?
A. In Lincoln, corner of T"welfth and D streets.

Q. Are you engaged at the Insane Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long have you been engaged there?
A. I have been there, it has been three years; but I have

been there steady the last two; the first year off and on.

Q. What part of the Institution have you been in ?
A. There is not a part about the building I have not been in

mor~ than once.

Q. What portions of the tilHe have you spent in the various
wards in the Institution?

A. Two-thirds, if not more.

~. What were you doing on the wards?
A. I have done most everything pertaining to nlY occupation.

Q. You were painting?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You painted the wards?
A~ Yes, sir.

Q. Will you state to the Committee if you saw any acts of
cruelty on the part of the attendants towards the patients?

A. No, sir; I never saw any.

Q. You may state if you have seen an attendant strike or
lick a patient?
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A. I.have seen on two occasions a tussle in self-defense where
the patient would strike first. I have seen this Mr. Lawson
strike at the attendant with ~ mop or broom-stick.

Q. Mr. Lawson?
A., Yes, sir; he came at the attendant and struck him, but he

caught the stick before it fell, and then Lawson struck the at
tendant, and the attendant struck hinl back, until he could get
assistance and restrain him.

Q. When was that?
A. That happened, I think it will be three years next June.

Q. How long was that before Mr. Lawson died?
A. Well, I don't know that I can tell the exact date that he

died, but I think he has been dead about eighteen months, but
perhaps not quite so long, or maybe longer.

Q. Did he leave any.marks upon Mr. Lawson ~hat you
noticed ~ .

A. No, sir; I did not notice them.

Q. Was Mr. Lawson a violent patient in that way?
A. Yes, sir; he was considered so; yes, sir.

Q. Did you see the patients when out for exercise?
A. Not very often, because I am mostly in the building. I

may see them through the window.

Q. For the last two years 'what has been your means of 0 b
serving the treatment of the attendants and the officers of the
As:ylum towards the patients?

A. I think my opportunity is about as good as the Institution
affords.

Q. Have you seen any acts on the part of the attendants or
officers that could be tortured into an act of cruelty1

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you seen any patients neglected?
A. No, sir.

Q. Had such things occurred were your opportunities such
t bat you would have seen them?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. No"v, you say you live in Lincoln?
A. I do now, and have been for the past year, before that I

spent my time at the IIospital entirely.

Q. You are a man of a family?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Where do you live?
A. Corner Twelfth and D streets.

Q. How long have you lived there?
A. About seven months I think.

Q. Do you kno,v a patient by the name of Anna Erickson?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What treatment have you observed in respect to her on
the part of the attendants or the doctors?

A. I have seen her on the hall several times; she has come
at me; and I have been on the hall when the Doctor has been
called to restrain her.

Q. What was the Doctor's manner toward her "vhen he was
called to restrain her?

A. He locked her to a seat and put straps around her; and
locked her fast, or put her in the room and locked the door.

Q. State his manner in the treatment qf that patient if you
were to describe it to a stranger?

A. If it ,:vas the Superintendent she would resist; she would
walk along if they had hold of her sleeve oftentimes, but if it
was the Assistant Physician or Superintendent she would resist.

Q. How was the Superintendent's manner; was it kind and
gentle, or forcible and violent?

A. It was kind and gentle.

Q. Now I will ask you, during all this time, if you ever ob
served that the Doctor's manner to be any other way than that to
wards the patient?

A. Nothing but kind and gentle in all Iny observation.
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By Senator Oonnor:

Q. Your business, you say, was mostly on the inside of the
building?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. I did not understand what you said you \vere doing there
A. Painting.

Q. You are not an attendant?
A. No, sir.

Q. And your means of observation were confined to the in
side of the building; to the ward of the building?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that being the fact you could not tell what occurred?
and what went on on the outside?

A. No, sir; I could not.

Q. You could not see outside?
A. No, sir.

Q. These patients might have been abused on the outside and
you not see it?

A. Why, such a thing- could happen.

Q. What time did you quit work generally? .
A. Well, I quit work in time for supper, and supper is at 6

o'clock and oftentimes a little later.

Q. And since you have been living in Lincoln, I suppose you
came away from the Asylum at that hour?

A. Yes, 6 o'clock is the standard time.

Q. And you came home and would not see the Institution
again until you went back the next morning?

A. No, sir.

Q. What time did you get back?
A. I went back in time to get to work at 7 o'clock in the

summer, and in the winter at perhaps half past seven.

Q. You never saw a man stricken in the head with a brick
bat?
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A. No, sir.

Q. You never saw a patient kicked?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of such a thing out there?
A. Not until I heard this testimony.

WILL H. GREEN.

TESTIMONY OF T. M. CONNELLY.

T. M. Connelly sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason.

Q. What is your age?
A. I am thirty-seven.

Q. Your occupation.
A. A carpenter.

Q.. And have you been at work on the Insane Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. From what time to what time?
A. Since the 26th of last April, I think.

Q. Are you there now?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And on what'part of the institution have you worked?
A. Well, in the institution and outside, too.

Q. I think it was Mr. Burns who testified to a circumstance of a
patient being thrust into a seat, did you see that transaction?

A. I was on the ~ard four or five weeks ago, and there was a
patient unruly, and Mr. Burns told him to sit down. He would go
in the way of the swab, and stop the man who was running the swab.

Q. That is what they were mopping the floor with?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. Oiling the floor?
A. Yes, sir; and Mr. Burns told him two or three tinles to sit

down, and he would not, and he started a~ay from Mr. Burns, and
Mr. Burns walked after him, and he was ahead of the man with the
swab, and Mr. Burns overtook him at the head of the hall and sat him
down in a seat.

Q. What was the manner of sitting him down?
A. He sat him down gently, and Mr. Burns turned his back to

the patient and came back where I was, and the patient jumped up
and caught Mr. Bu.-rns and jumped on his back, and put his arms
around under his chin, and they both feil on the floor. A patient by
the name of Bonyer sat him in his seat, and Mr. Burns went to the
patient and caught him by the coat-collar and talked to him a few
minutes; he looked in his fac~ and talked to him.

Q. Did he strike that patient?
A. No, sir. .

Q. He got down in front of hinl arid talked to hinl ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he kick him?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did he throw either of the patients violently into the seat?
A. He did not.

Q. Can you fix the time of it?
A. It was about five weeks ago.

Q. Was Mr. Hollenbeck there?
A. I didn't see hinl.

Q. You didn't see him at that tilne?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever mention that circumstance to Dr. Mathewson?
A. No, sir; not until lately.

Q. That was, you think, about five weeks ago?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Is that about five weeks ago now?
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A. Yes, I think so, as near as I can tell.

Q. You think this circumstance was about five weeks ago?
A. I think it was about five \veeks ago.

Q. What has been your means of observing the treatment
which the patients had received from the attendants during the
time you have been there?

A. It has been very good, I think.

Q. Now you lnay state what has been the treatment of the
attendants towards the patients while you have been there?

A. It has always been kind since I have been there; as far as
I have seen they have always treated them kindly.

Q. How in respect to the treatment of patients by Dr. Mathew
son and his manner towards the patients?

A, He is always kind towards the patients and always speaks
kindly to them. I have not seen him treat them any other way
but speak and treat them kindly, since I have been at the insti
tution.

Q. How was his manner as to hi~ diligence, and state whether
he does or does not take an interest and what interest in the wel
fare of the institution and the patients?

A. I think he takes a great interest in their welfare, and sees
that they are not abused, etc., and sees that they are well taken
care of.

Q~ How long have you lived in Lincoln?
A. Since the 12th of last March.

Q. Where did you live before?
A. Before that I lived near Valparaiso, in Saunders county.

Q. Ho\v long have you lived in the state?
A. I came to the state two years ago last November.

Q. You filay state what you heard Hollenbeck say in respect
to Dr. Mathewson, and how and under what circumstances?

A. Well, some six or eight weeks ago the Doctor, I believe,
found Borne fault with the work.



(251)

Q. With whose work?
A. Mr. Hollenbeck's work on the new wings-with the work

he was on.

Q. Was that work for the Asylum?
A. It was on the ne\v wings that are being built, and I spo~e

to Mr. Hollenbeck, and made the remark that the Doctor didn't
like that work, and he made the remark, and he said: " No, and
he had better tend to his o,vn business and k~ep his mouth shut,
and he knew some persons were waiting for some persons to start
the ball rolling and they would all take a hand in it.

Q. Ho\v long ago was that?
A. I think it was about two months ago, perhaps not quite so

long..

Q. Now, I will ask you. did you observe this \vork with which
the Doctor found fault?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was there occasion for finding fault with it?
A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Senator Connor.

Q. You went there in April ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Are you a married man?
A. Yes, SiT.

Q. Is your family there?
A. No, sir.

Q. Where does your family live?
A. In Lincoln.

Q. Is it your habit of going out there in the morning and
returning the same day?

A. Yes, sir; I return in the evening-.

Q. You are not there after night?
A. No, sir.



(252)

Q. W:hat time do you get there:
A. About seven o'clock.

Q. What time did you quit?
A. About six o'clock.

'Q. And you go away then?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who are you working for?
A. For the State, I suppose.

Q. Well, somebody has a contract?
A. No, sir.

Q. You are working on the Asylum building?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. The new part or the old part?
A. The old part.

Q. Are you the repairer of the building?
A. Y e~, I am there to do the repairs.

Q. And keep the repairs in order?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now you say that you saw an occurrence there about three or
four weeks ago?

A. About five weeks ago.

Q. Now describe where that occurrence took place?
A. In the third lower ward.

Q. 'Vhat time in the day?
A. It was in the forenoon, I think; I would not be positive, but

.it was in the forenoon, I think.

Q. Was there any patient in the ward at that time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many of them?
A. I could not tell.

Q. About how many?
A. Twenty-five or thirty.
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Q. Where was this patient when Mr. Burns took hold of hinl
and sat him gently down into the seat. Where was this patient with
reference to the other patients that were in the ward?

A. Well the patients were all along the sides of the hall sitting
down.

Q. Was this patient sitting down-the one Burns took hold of?
A. He sat him down.

Q. Had he been sitting down before?
A. He was walking in front of the swab and Mr. Burns told him

to sit down and he would not do it.

Q. Were these patients up and down the ward; sonle sitting, and
.some standing?

A. They were about all sitting, but this Inan was getting in the
way of the swab.

Q. They were nearly all sitting down, and this swab that you
speak of was to oil the floor, and he would go along in front of that?

A. Yes, sir.

Q.' Was there anybody else along in front of that?
A. Nobody but what would get out of the way.

Q. How many were there along there that would get out?
A. I cannot tell, but this was the only man that would give any

trouble.

Q. Have you any recollection of about how many were up and in
the way there?

A. No, sir; I could not tell. This is the only man that I heard
Mr. Burns speak to.

Q. And he sat him down gently?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was Burns operating this swab, or was he just there as an at
tendant?

A. He was an attendant.

Q. You swear, do you, that you never saw any nlistreatment of
men in the wards of the institution?
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A. No, sir; I have never saw any mistreatment of any patients
since I have been there.

Q. Now by mistreatment do you swear that you never saw a pa.
tient misused by any of the attendants?

A. Yes, sir; I never saw it.

Q. Sometimes your occupation causes you to work on the outside'
of the building?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How much of the time?
A. I think I spend about two thirds of the time in the house.

Q. And about one-third out?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you were in the house, where was your work, in the
halls or in the wards?

..A.. In the wards and in the halls and in the building all over.

Q. Sometimes you are ill the halls and sometimes in the wards?
A. Yes, sir.

T. M. CONNELLY..

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM STATZELL.

William Statzell sworn.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson.

Q. What time were you employed in the Hospital?
A. To the best of my recollection I went there in March, 1880,

and I think I left there the latter part of July, or the first of August
of the same year.

Q. Were you in attendance on the ward all of the time?
A. Yes, the third male ward only.

Q. Who was on the ward with you as an attendant?

•
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A. Well, there were two or three different parties while I was
there-a man by the name of Eastman when I first went there.

Q. Do you recollect having trouble with a patient by the name of
Lawson?

A. Yes, a patient from Lincoln, by the name of Lawson-I re
member such a person.

Q. Just relate the circumstance connected with the case. What
happened, how it happened, and what the trouble was. Was Mr.
Lawson a violent patient?

A. Yes, he was one of the worst patients we had on the ward.

Q. Was he a very robust and strong nlan?
A. Yes, he was a large man and a stout man. .

Q. Was he regarded as the strongest man on the ward?
A. I regarded him as such at the ti~e; yes, sir.

Q. Relate the circumstances of the trouble?
A. There was trouble between him and some other patient. At

that time the ward was consid'erably torn up in repairing and there
was some workmen had been there fixing the bath rooms, and such
places as that, where we kept mops and buckets, and they got in there
and he got into a fuss with some other patient, and he had a 1;l10P

handle and they got to fighting together and I interfered and tried
to get the mop-handle from him. I happened to be on the ward alone
at that time, my partner on the ward was down to his meal at that
time I think, and know that when I interfered he turned on nle
and we had a scuffle together there, me and hinl.

Q. Did you succeed in getting the mop-handle away from hinl?
A.· I did finally, yes sir.

Q. When you got the mop-handle away then what happened?
A. Then it was quieted finally.

Q. Did he strike at you?
A. Yes sir. He struck at everyone that came near him; me and

the patients and everyone else.

Q. Did he drive you into the corner?
A, Yes sir, and I hit hinl when he did that. I thought if I

didn't I perhaps would be killed.
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Q. You thought you were in close quarters?
A. Yes, I knew I was.

Q. And yot;J. had blows back and forth.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he get a black eye?
A. Yes; he got a black eye.

Q. Was that the only time he ever had a black eye while you
were on the ward?

A. ' Yes: I think it was, to the best of my knowledge.

Q. What was his physical condition at that time?
A. Well, he was very stout, physically.

Q. Before you left, did .he become demented?
A Yes; very much so, before I left.

Q. . Was this change gradual ?
A. Yes, sir; he just gradually ·declined.

Q. 'Vas there any immediate or marked change in his con·
dition at anyone time, when you were there on the ward?

A. No, sir; not immediately or suddenly.

Q. Did he ever talk much?
A. At first he was always talking and singing; he never talk~d

in English, he could not speak English, I guess, if he could he
did not; I never could understand what he was trying to say.

Q. Did you observe any particular change at that time in that
respect?

A. No, I did not·

Q. Why did you hit him?
A. To protect myself, of course. I hit him to keep him from

hitting me.

Q. Did you see any abuse of patients by attendants while you
\vere on that ward?

A. I never saw anything that I call(d abuse.
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Q. Did you see anything that looked like abuse, by the offi-
cers of the Hospital, while you were there?

A. No, sir; I don't think I did.

By Judge Mason:

Q. You were the attendant there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you "ever kick those patients?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever see any body kick them ?
A. No, sir; only kick at one another.

Q. Did you ever see the attendants kick them?
A. No, sir.

Q. You have seen the patients kick at one another?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did -you ever see the attendant strike a patient with a
double-fist, except in the case you have mentioned?

A. No sir, I never saw but the one instance, and then I
did'nt strike him with my doubled-fist.

Q. Did you ever see the attendants slap them or chug them
in the breast with their fists?

A. No, sir, I never did it at all.

Q. I asked you if you ever saw it at all?
A. Well, I will say no.

Q. Did you ever see an attendant thrust them down into a
seat?

A. No, sir.

Q. N ow you may state if you had any special instruction
from the Doctor in regard to the treatment of the patients, and
if so, what it was?

A. Well, I had special instructions frequently, as much as
twice a week, I should think, to read over our by laws, and he
would place marks on certain clauses in r~ga,rd to using violence
towards the patients, and such as that; and he gave us distinctly

17
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to understand that no such conduct would be tolerated what
ever.

Q. You are not to use violence?
A. No, sir; I remember a clause which he1frequently marked.

Q. Would you know it if you should see it?
A. I think I can repeat it: That no attendant shall be ex

cused for inflicting a kick or blow on a patient, except in case of
self defense. He has called my attention to that time and again.

Q. Have you seen any unnecessary cruel treatment?
A. No, sir; not unnece8sary cruel treatment.

Questioned by Mr. Connor:

Q. How long were you there?
A. To the best of my recollection, about six months.

Q. Were you confined to the third ward-your services?
A. Yes; to the third nlale ward.

Q. Did you leave there of your own will?
A. I did.

Q. Have you been living in Lincoln since that tinle ?
A. Not all the time.

Q. Now, you say you never saw a patient hit in the breast or
hit in the face enough to hurt them, except in that one instance?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you seen them hit with the fist?
A. Not by an attendant; no, sir;

Q. What did you mean when you said, that you had not seen
them hit enough to hurt them? .

A. Well, I have frequently taken hold of patients, one hand
behind and one in front, and set them down in a seat. I never
saw them hit with the fist in the breast or in the face at all.

Q. How luuch were you on that ward?
A. I had, I think, while I was there, as 11luch as four different

Dlen on the ward with me.
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Q. Was Eastman there?
A. He was there when I first went there.

Q. Do you know of Eastman ever abusing the patients?
A. No, sir; he only stayed three weeks after I went there.

He was discharged.

Q. You heard that he did abuse the patients?
A. No, sir.

Q. You never heard that?
A. No, sir.

Q. About this man Lawson, where did you strike him in the
face?

A. I think on the nose.

Q. Right on the nose?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember whether it left any scar on his face pr
not?

A. I don't think it did.

Q. How positive do you feel about that?
A. I know it did'nt break the hide, but it colored his eyes.

I think it was my lick that colored his eyes.

Q. Both of his eyes?
A. Yes, sir; underneath his eyes.

Q. You mean the eye lid?
A. Yes, sir;

Q. Were both of his eyes alike?
A. I cannot speak clearly about that, but I think they were

about the same.

Q. How was it about being bruised along down on the side'
of the face?

A. It was not bruised.

Q. You did'nt bruise that?
A. No, sir.
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Q. How was it about having a cut on the side of the cheek in
the region of the ear. You did'nt do that if he did have it?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. After you had this altercation with La-wson, did he com
plain of having a head-ache?

A. I stated before that he did'nt speak English. I don't un
derstand the Swede language.

Q. If he did conlplain you did'nt understand, did'nt under
stand by his actions that he complained of it whatever. He
did'nt appear to complain from his actions?

A. No, sir.

Q. Now then, in point of fact, you did'nt think you hurt him
much?

A. No, sir; I don't think I hurt him much.

Q. Did the attendant come to your assistance in that diffi-
culty?

A. No, sir.

Q. You handled him by yourself?
A. I was on the ward alone. My partner, I think, was down

to his meal at that tiUle.

Q. You are a very nice trim made gentlenlan, and you did'nt
have much trouble handling .him; he was a pretty strong man,
you testify.

A. Well, yes; I had trouble to handle him; yes, sir.

Q. If you ~ver saw any large~black_bruiseson the face or jaw,
you never did that?

A. No, sir.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Did you observe any such "rounds on Mr. Lawson, while
he was there?

A. I don't think there were any wounds on Mr. Lawson, ex
cept a black eye while he was on that ward.

Q. How long before he took sick and went to his room did
this occur; did they take him away while you were there?
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A. No, sir; he didn't take sick and go to his room while I was
stayed there; I think I was there five months after this ·occur
ence.

Q. Did you fix the time when you went there?
A. No, sir; I think it was in March, 1880.

Q. And you left about five months thereafter?
A. Yeel, or six months thereafter; I think I left in the latter

part of July or the first part of August.

WM. STATZELL.

TESTIMONY OF MISS CORA SEELEY.

Cora Seeley sworn.

Que~tioned by Judge Mason.

Q. 'Vhere do you live?
A. I live in Lincoln now.

Q. Have you been an attendant at the Insane Asylum for
Nebraska?

A. I was there about five weeks, I think.

Q. When did you first ~o there, as near as you can tell ?
A. The 8th of September.

When did you leave there?
I don't remember the date, but about five weeks after

Q. What year was·that?
A. This last year, 1882.

Q. What other institution for the insane have you been an
attendant upon?

A. I have been an attendant at the Center Hospital at Jack
sonville.
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Q. How long were you there?
A. About six years in all.

Q. In what capacity were you there?
A. I was an attendant on the convalescent ·ward, and I was

dressmaker.

Q. How long were you an attendant on the convalescent
\vard?

A. About four years and a half.

Q. What ward were you in at the Nebraska Asylum?
A. I was attendant there for the convalescent \vard, number

one, the first week, and I was dressmaker the rest of the time.

Q. What was your means of observing the treatment which
the patients received from the attendants while you were there?

A. Well, I had my ward, and then I was there all the time,
and \vhen I was dressmaker I had access to the other wards at
any time in the day, and frequently I had to tryon dresses, and
nlY business called me" up there.

Q. It called you through the various wards very often?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were trying on dresses for these patients and makin~

dresses for them?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you state what the treatment and manner of the
attendants towards the patients in the Nebraska Asylum ,vas;
was it harsh and mandatory, or kind and persuasive and gentle?

A. They had a very good class of attendants, but very limited
in number; they had very few attendants when I was there, but
they were always good and kind, and a very superior class of
attendants. .

Q. How would the treatment of these patients by these at-
tendants, as observed by you, compare with the treatment of the
patients in the other Asylums which you \vere in for six years?

A. Why the treatment was about the same, I should think;
I think Dr. Mathewson is a little kinder than any Superintend~nt

I have met \vith; I can say that because I think he was.
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Q. In what way; you say kinder, explain what you mean by
that?

A. Well, when I ,vent there they had just discharg-ed an
attendant for being cruel to the patients, and I think her husband
left because she was discharged; I forgot how it was, but, any
w'ay, Dr. Mathewson did night duty all the time I was th~re, and
that was something I never heard of a Superintendent doing in all
my life, and it does not seem that he would countenance much
cruelty when he would discharge an attendant and do their work
beside his own work.

Q. Did you observe his manner towards the patients-the
Doctor"s?

A. Yes, sir; he was always gentle and kind and firm; of
-course he had to be.

Q. Do you know who took charge of the third ward after the
,discharge of this attendant you spoke about, or those attendants?

A. Mrs. Mathewson had charge of it, the most disagreeable
ward in the house; ~t was ,,,ark, with my six years' experience
in a hospital, I could not. do; and she did it, and for some 'weeks
afterwards.

Q. You say Mrs. Mathewson had charge of it; state what
Mrs. Mathewson's treatnlent of those unfortunate inmates was,
.as you observ~d it?

A. She has always been very kind, very firm, of course an
.attendant has to be very firm.

Questioned by Senator Conner.

Q. You, in point of fact, was only in the asylum as an attend
:ant for about a week?

A. I was an attendant one week and the rest of the time I was
dressnlaker. ,

Q. One week would be a pretty limited time in which to form a
judgment of how any institution of that kind was managed?

A. When I was dressmaker I had from ten to twelve patients
with me all the time.
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Q. But one week would be a pretty limited time in which to form
an opinion of an institution of that kind?

A. If had only staid there one week-

Q. But I mean the ward management?
A. I had access to the wards all the rest of the time; I saw more

of the ward life after I went into the dressmaking room than while I
was on the ward.

Q. Would not one month be a pretty short time for an expert to
make up her mind as to the management of an institution of that
kind?

A. I had no reason to suppose that they were all spechl1ly kind
while I was there.

Q. But would it not be a short time in which to make up your
mind?

A. I don't think so.

Q. What did you see of the treatment of the male patients at the
Asylum?

A. I had nothing to do with thenl.

Q. Did you see anything about it?
A. No, sir.

Q. You didn't make up your mind on that department or the
management.

A. I had nothing to do with that.

MISS CORA SEELEY.

T. M. Connelly, recalled.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. State, if you remember, those attendants being discharged,
and what they were discharged for?

A. I think it was four or five nlonths ago, that Dr. Mathewson
sent for me and I went into the office, and he said they had some re-
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pairs to do on the third female ward, and he went on the ward with
me, and Mrs. Mathewson was on the ward doing the work, and the
Dr. explained to me that the afternoon before there was a woman
unruly on the hall and he put her into the room and locked her
up, and he caDle down to his office and just then he saw some visitors
coming lip and they were looking up toward the third ward, and he
stepped to the door to see what attracted their attention, and he heard
a noise that he thought was not altogether right, and he went into
the third ward and went into the room and found attendants abus
ing a patient, and he said he discharged thenl. He said it was bad
enough for them to be locked up, and before he would have them
locked up and abused, he would open the door and turn them out.

TESTIMONY OF MRS. DR. MATHEWSON.

Mrs. Dr. Mathewson, sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. What is your name?
A. Mary Sanborn Mathewson.

Q. You are the wife of Dr. Mathewson?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You live at the Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you remember a lady, a Mrs. Kanfnlan, who died at the
Asylum?

A. I think I have great reason to renlember her. I remember
her distinctly.

Q. Now, I wish you to state particularly the circum~tances in
relation to that woman; the treatment she received, why she re
ceived it, and ~ll the circumstances, and who she was, and if a rela
tive or -intimate friend?

~. Mrs. Kaufman was the wife of Frank Kaufnlan, who died in
Omaha. He kept a livery stable, and at the time of his death we
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were living in Oma.ha, and he was not a very wealthy man-but Mrs.
Kaufman took the home that was left her and improved upon it by
calculation. She took boarders, and in one way or another, she in
creased her property until her rents, at the time she came to the Asy
lum, Mrs. Doane or some other lady friend told me, alld Judge Doane
was the guardian, her income was about $200 a month. She was an
old citizen and had been highly respected for years before this affiic
tion. She did many things she was censured for in Omaha, and after
this affliction had become thorcughly known, it was called insanity
that caused her to do these things that she had done, and, of course,
all the community in O.maha greatly respected her. She was taken
first to a private asylum in Illinois-I don't remember the nanle
of the asylum, but I know Dr. Patterson had charge of it, and he
brought aer there to our Asylum, and said she was an incura.ble pa-

. tient and they didn't care to keep her, and her friends had wanted to
move her to the Nebraska Asylum-and her aunt, Mrs. Twayne,
who lived in Council Bluffs, was very careful to speak about her hav
ing attention. \Ve had known her during the time we lived in
Omaha-ten years-and for that reason we gave her just as good care
as we possibly could have given her if she had been our own chilo
or IllY sister or mother. In the state she was in she could not have
had better care.

Q. Now, yoti. may state what attention you gave this woman in
the last days of her sickness.

A. We gave her a private attendant.

Q. Who was it?
A. Miss Shively.

Q. Where is she now?
A. I don't know; but she went to her home; I don't know where

her home was., but Dr. Mathewson can tell you. She had a spring
bed and hair mattress, and feather pillows. We had soft blankets
and everything that could nlake a sick person comfortable, and I
visited the ward once or twice a day, and carried her meals to her, a
few weeks before her death, for two or three weeks, .every meal she
took, I prepared and fed it to her with nlY own hands.

Q. IIow about the attention that was given to her nights, just
previous to her death?
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A. She had special attendants that cared for her, and kept close
watch of her, I suppose. I didn't go into the wards at night, but
she was cared for constantly night and day.

Q. Did you visit her every day?
A. Yes, sir; I don't think I nlissed a day.

Q. What was the condition of her mind during her last illness?
A. She had entirely lost her mind.

Q. Now about the sores. Do you know the name of the disease?
I don't know whether you do or not, but if you know it state?

A. I think it was paresis, and she had bed-sores, which always
follows in those cases, as I understand it.

Q. How do you know it was paresis-from whom did you
learn it?

A. I could not tell you-I always understood it was that.

Q. Did you understand it was that before she was brought there?
I don't know anything about it, but she had what was called bed
sores?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they pretty extensive on her body before her death?
A. There were three; one on each hip and one at the extremity

of the spine. I think they are always located at the same place. I
hnve seen a great many people die having bed-sores.

Q. 'You don't mean to die of bed-sores?
A. But they have them on when they die?

Q. State how long before her decease did these sores make their
appearance?

A. I cannot tell; but several weeks, and I saw them I think,
every day after they appeared, and dressed them myself several tinles,
and her attendant I h~ve seen dress thenl, when I didn't dress them.

Q. You visited her for what purpose?
A. To see that she had the very best care, and to know that posi

tively.

Q. Who did you say was her guardian?
A. Judge Doane, of Omaha.
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Q. Was she taken to Omaha for burial?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who came for her?
A. No person.

Q. You may state, if you renlember, how she was sent there, and
under what direction?

A. I don't think I know about that. Mrs. Doane told me when
she came there, that when Mrs. Kaufman died she would like to
have me prepare her for the grave, "just as you know Mrs. Mathew
son, Mrs. Kaufluan ought to be prepared." I did it, and I sup
pose it was perfectly satisfactory.

Q. You may state why you went on to the third ward?
A. I went on the third ward when Dr. Mathewson discharged

an attendant for cruelty, and her partner was persuaded to leave,
I dont know why, but I suppose just out of spite. She thought
if sbe left.the ward alone, he would be perfectly blocked. It was
just ugliness in her, and Doctor came down stairs and told me
that the ward was alone. There were forty-six patients there,
and the worst ward in the house. Of course I had IllY husband's
interest at heart enough to ~o up there, and I stayed there a'nd
took care of that ward alone for ten days with the exception of
the nig-ht watch, who came on the ward at four o'clock: in the af
ternoon, with the exception of slight assistance from one of the
attendants on second ward for a few days.

Q. Now, state if you were in that ward every day?
A. Yes, sir; every day. \

Q. How many hours each day?
A. From the time the bell rang- for the patients to rise in the

morning. I stayed there until about nine o'clock in the evening.

Q. Did you kick or cuff any person?
A. No, sir; I never touched a patient in any way, shape, or

manner to harlll thern and they never offered to me, out of the
forty-six.

Questioned by Senator Conno.r:

Q. You say that Mrs. Kaufman had an attendant?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who furnished the attendant?
A. Suppose they paid for it. Dr. Mathe\v80n expected Mr.

Doane to pay for the patient's attendants.

Q. Was this private attendant one of your attendants?
A,. No, sir; Dr. Mathewson hired her for an attendant, and

she thought the work was too hard, and Dr. told her would hire
her for a private attendant.

MARY SANBORN MATHEWSON.

TESTIMONY OF THOMAS JORDAN.

~rhomas Jordan sworn.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. How long have you been on duty in the third ward?
A. Except twice, once fifteen days, and the other time three

weeks, about the 14th day of Septemner, a year ago; I have had
two short vacations.

Q. Is all the time that you have been on fifteen days at one
time?

A. I have been off of the ward fifteen days; I have been in
the Asylum eighteen months, and have had two vacations.

Q. Ho\v many different attendants have you had \vith you on
that ,yard during- that time?

A. I believe fourteen.

Q. Have you ever seen Mr. Burns take a patient up and
throw him into a chair?

A. No, sir.

Q. Fronl your acquaintance \vith the man, do you believe be
ever did such a thing as that?

A.. No, sir.
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Q. What was the character of Mr. Burns in his treatment of
the patients?

A. Very kind.

Q Did you ever see Mr. Burns strike an old man that looked
as if he was just ready to go to the grave? '.

A. No, sir.

Q. Do you recollect of seeing some trouble with Mr. Hedrick
out in the yard?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Will you detail that circumstance just as you saw it, th~
time they took him away fron1 the mortar box?

A. I was sitting near the watch window of the third war d,
and saw Mr. Burns jump off the fence, and I went to the window
and looked out, and saw Mr. Christner holding Mr. Hedrick, and
they had a tussle and laid him down on the ground, and held
him until he gave up.

Q. Did they iiltrike him?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did they kick hinl?
A. No, sir.

\

Q. Did they choke him?
A. No, ·sir.

Q. Did they hurt him any?
A. I should not j I1dge they did.

Q. Did they sit on him and put their knees on him?
A. I did not see it.

Q. Did you consider they were doing anything more than
they were obliged to?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q.. Where did that occur?
A. It occurred at the mortar box at the north end of the

building.

Q. Can you recall about the tinle ?
A. No, sir; I do not.
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Q. This was at which end of the building?
A. At the north end of the building.

Q. How far from where the men were at work at the mortar
box did this occur?

A. Perhaps they led him three rods.

Q. Do you remember another time when. Mr. Ryma took a
brick to strike the attendant?

A. Yes; we had called the wards to go into the building and
Mr. Ryma started to go out, and Mr. Christner went to fetch him
back, and he refused to come, and Mr. Christner caug-ht the pa
tient and pushed the patient up a little, and he came along un
til he got to the brick, and then he took a brick and turnetl
around to strike Mr. Christner, and Christner turned around and
threw him to the ground. I took him by the collar and helped
him to his feet, and he \vent into the ward and went and washed
himself.

Q. Did you catch him by the heels and throw him over onto
his back?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever see any body do any such trick as that?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did any body strike him with a brick-bat?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever see a luan struck 'with a brick-bat?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever see an attendant strike a patient with any
ki nd of a weapon?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see some trouble with Palmer out in the yard?
A. I sa\v some kind of trouble down in the lower end of the

yard, and I went down and saw there was some trouble with l\.1r.
Palmer.

Q. Did you see any abuse of Mr. Palmer?
A. No, sir.



(272~

Q. Did you ever see Mr. Palmer have fits, and they would be
obliged to take him in' out of the yard?

A. I think I have.

Q. Have you at different times, when you have been out in
the yard, seen lnen fall in fits, and the attendants take thenl
and carry them in ?

A. Very frequently.

Q. Did you see them struggle frequently?
A. I saw them have struggles sometimes.

Q. How many epileptic patients have you in your ward?
A. I believe t have ten.

Q. Are these patients violent patients?
A. Most all of them violent patients. I judge I have.twenty

or twenty-five patients that at times are violent.

Q. Do they get into fights among themselves?
A. Almost every day. .

Q. Do they ever attack the attendants?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In the tim'3 you have b3en on this ward, have you seen
men assault the patients?

A. No, sir.

Q. Or stl'ike them, or injure them in any way, except in self
defense?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you seen these patients out in the yard, abused in
any manner?

A. N 0, sir; never.

Q. Have you seen the patients take a club and try to it the
attendant?

A. Not in the yard., as I know of.

Q. Have you seen them catch up bricks or stone?
A. I saw Mr. Ryma take one.

Q. Has your attention ever been called to the necessity of
treating patients kindly and attentively?
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A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever. called me up in the ward, at night?
A: Yes, sir.

Q. Did I come quick?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did I come as quick as you did?
A. Yes, sir; always.

Q. Without stopping to dress.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the occasion ?
A. A lllan choking.

Q. ~And you had no difficulty to get me up there quick?
No, sir.

Q. Have you ever seen me in the ward early in the morning,
and the first thing you knew, you would find me in there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. At different tinles in the day?
A.. Yes, sir.

Q. And what did you apprehend I was there for?
A. To see what you could see.

Q. Did you ever know me to go up in the attic after the men
were in bed.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever know me to call you ':lP, and examine tho'
lnen and see if they were as comfortable. as possible during the
night?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you observed that I was always vigilant on that
ward, and saw that everything was done for the patients that was
possible to do?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And cautioned the attendants against any rudeness?
A. Yes, sir.

18

j
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Q. Have you seen any neglect in any nlanner by Dr. Hay or
myself?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever seen any circumstance on that ward that has
ev~r been brought to my notice, that I was not ready and anx
ious to correct, and to discharge the person who committed any
abuse, if it was brought to my notice?

A. No, sir.

Q. Have you ever talked with me in regard to the manner in
,vhich patients should be treated?

A. Yea, sir.

Q. What have I ever said about treating patients well ?
A. You would generally refer us to the by-laws, and told

me to read them, and read them to me. .

Q. I have brought them to you and read thenl, and what cer
tain points directed you to do.

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Has that been frequent?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have I inquired when new attendants came on the ward
how they treated the patients and performed their duties?

A. Yes, sir, almost always.

Q. Have you ever known a patient to be neglected in the In
stitution?

A. No, sir, never.

Q. Have you ever called for an~rthing that was necessary for
their comfort, but what I have at once brought on whatever was
called for, if it was possible to get it?

___t\. No, Air.

Q. Have you ever known me to take clothes oft' from Illy own
bed and take them out?

A. I don't know about that-but I have known you to fetch
dothes out, but whether they carne from your bed I cannot say.
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By Judge Mason:

Q. What has been the manner of Dr. Mathewson and the
officers towards the patients and the attendants?

A. Very kind.

Q. And in their intercourse with the patients, has it been
harsh and rough and imperious, 01' has it been kind and gen tIe?

A. It has always been sociable, as they would be with sane
people.

Q. How has been their requirements-I mean Dr. Mathew
son from the attendants; what has been his requisition of thern
in their treatment of the patients?

A. Always treat them kind, and d<:> all that laid in thelr
power to nlake them comfortable.

Q. Have .you ever seen any patient struck with the fist by the
attendant?

A. Not unless it was for self-protection.

Q. I will ask you if you have seen an attendant strike a
patient with the fist?

A. I.have done it myself.

Q. Did ~you ever see anyone else do it?
A. No, sir. '

Q. Did you strike him in an angry manner?
A: No, sir.

Q. Tell us whom you have struck, and when antl where.
A. I was cornered in the room once by a man by the nanle

of Van Ostrand, and I tried to get out of the rOOID, and in trying
to get out, he got the door shut and then turned on me. He gor.
me alone and I thought he was a better man than I was, and we
had it, and I struck him and he struck me in the room.

Q. Any other case?
A. No, ~ir not that I know of.

Q. Have you ever seen a patient kicked by an attendant
during the tin1e you have been there?

A. No, sir.
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Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. At the time of the occurrence with Hedrick, where were
you?

A. I was at the north window in the third ,vard.

Q. . How high up is that?
A. At the third story.

Q. In what wing?
A. On the north wing.

Q. How did your attention come to be attracted?
A. I sat near enough so that 1 could see Mr. Burns sitting

on the fence, and I saw him jump off very quick as though some
thing was the matter.

Q. Did he run right up there?
A. Well, he was there before I could draw my chair up so

that I could see.

Q. Who was along side of ~1:r. Burns and the patient?
A. ~Ir. Christner.

Q. I mean outside of the attendant and the patient?
A. I think there was a man mixing mortar. .

Q. Is that testimony? Do yOll believe that? Are you cer-
tain of that?

A. Yes, there was a man there rnixing mortar.

Q. Was there anybody else there?
A. Not that I know of.

Q. What was this man doing at the identical tiule that Burns
took hold of him? .

A. He was struggling with Mr. Christner to get away from
him.

Q. Did you see Christner take hold of him?
A. No, sir, I did not, but I saw Mr. Burns jump off the fence

and run towards them.

Q. What did Burns do when they took hold of bim ?
A. They started him down into the yard.
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Q. How far did they get him?
A. Two or three yards.

Q. Did he go along?
A. They pulled hin1 along.

Q. Did they one go on each side and pull him along?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Didn't one get behind him and push him?
A. I don't remember that they did.

Q. Do you remember it at all ?
A. I saw it.

Q. Do you remember how it was done at all?
A. Yes, sir, a man had hold of each arm and they led him

'down in the yard, and they got him down two or three rods.

Q. And then they got him down?
A.' Then they put him down on the ground. He was strug

gling and making a noise, and they found they could not per
suade him to go alon~.

Q. How did you know that-could you hear?
A. Well, I could see that they were having a struggle with

him.

Q. But you testify that they couldn't make him shut up?
Could you hear?

A. I could hear them talking.

Q. Did you hear what they said?
A. :N 0, sir I did not.

Q. Was he talking back to them?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you get up out of your seat to look at this transaction?
A. No, sir.

Q. You didn't?
A. No, sir.

Q. You were sitting down in a chair?



(278)

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How high are those windows from the floor?
A. They are not high as those here, (about eighteen inches).

Q. You could see it, could you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Suppose this was the Asylum building, and you looked
out there, where was the mortar-box? How far away from the
,vall of the Asylum?

A. Perhaps 75 feet.

Q. Seventy-five feet out from the wall of the Asylum?
A. Yes, sir. .

Q. And w,ere they carrying mortar 75 feet into that Asylum?
A. I think so.

Q. Don't you know that that mortar-box was quite close up to
side of the Asylum?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever measure the distance?
A. No, sir.

Q. You are not giving that from a measurement of it?
A. No, sir.

Q. You think it was about 75 feet?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see them lay this man Hedrick down?
A. Yes sir.

Q.. You saw the transaction yourself.
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How did they lay him down?
A. I don't know as I could just tell whether Mr. Burns

dropped him down, or how they laid him down.

Q. Can't you remember?
A. No, sir, I don't remember.
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Q. Do you think Burns dropped him down?
A. I think likely he did, but I cannot say for certain that

he did.

Q. When tbey got him down, what was the first thing they
did?

A. They held him down.

Q. Did either one of them sit on him?
A. I don't think they did.

Q. You could have told very easily if they did; that would be
something extraordinary in a transaction of that kind, and don't
you remember whether they sat on him?

A. I don't know whether they did or not.

Q. What did he do with his feet?
A. I don't know.

Q What did he do with his hands?
A. He didn't do anything with them; they had hold of bim ?

Q. Who had hold of them.
A. Mr. Burns had one and Mr. Christner had the other.

Q. Were any other one of the attendants holding. his feet?
A. No, sir.

Q. How where they holding his hands; one on each side
holding his arms out?

A. I think they were.

Q. And you say now that they ne,ver struck that man and
never kicked him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that was in full view of where you were sitting?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time ,vas this transaction that you sl'ea,k about?
A. Well, they usually went out into the yard about two or

half-past in the afternoon.

Q. I asked about whp,t year was it?
A. This last summer.
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Q. Do you know the man who was mixing mortar?
A. No, sir, I do not.

Q. Do you know anything about the man mixing mortar,
saying something to the guards, and their coming back and
talking to him?

A. No, sir, not that I heard it.

Q. Did you see one of the guards there, either Christner or
the other walk back in the direction of where this man waR?

A. No, sir, I don't remember it.

Q. Could you comprehend that they were talking together.?
A. No, sir.

Q. You saw nothing of that kind?
A. No, sir. I heard after they came in that there were words

between them.

Q. If you were sitting there you might have heard it?
A. I might have heard it.

Q. But you didn't hear it?
A. No, sir.

Q. How did you come to hear of that when they first came in ?
A. I suppose Mr. Burns told nle.

Q. How did Burns come to tell you?
A. Well, we almost always told each other of such trouble.

Q. Did you tell Burns you had seen it?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. That was not any extraordinary thing was it, to take a
man down and hold him gently down in that way.

A. No, sir.

Q. It is no unusual thing for them to let a man down in that
way?

A. Not if he is violent.

Q. Have you always told when you came in when yo"u have
taken a man down that way?

A. Very often.
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Q. Is there any rule?
A. There is no rule about it.

Q. Did you tell Dr. Mathewson about it?
A. No, sir.

Q. You never said anythi:ng about it?
A. No, sir,

Q. Was this man Hedrick's face bleeding?
A. He ,vas not on my ward, and I could not tell you.

Q. At the time they had him down?
A. I didn't see any blood.

Q. Did you see any dirt on the back of his clothes when he
got up?

A. There might have been, I do not know.

Q. 1 am asking you if you saw any?
A. I did not, sir.

Q. How long did they have him down?·
A. About balf a nlinute. .

Q. Did Hedrick hallo any?
A. Somebody was balloing. I do not know who.

Q. Who took him to the house?
A. He went to the house with the rest of the luen, when he

called the wards in.

Q. Neither one of the attendants went personally with him
to the house?

A. No, sir.

Q. You never saw any violence there in that Institution at all ?
A. No, sir.

Q. Any kicking.
A. No, sir?

Q. Any striking?
A. No, sir.
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Q. No hitting with the open hand?
A. No, sir.

Q. But bas been gentle and smooth, and everything glided
along just as easily and as nice as could be?

A. It is not always. .

Q. No harsh treatment one way or the other?
A. No, sir.

Q. The men patients are always treated gently as a case
possibly allows?

A. As gently as the case possibly allows.

Q. Then how do you account for so many men being turned
off?

A. Because they didn't suit the Superintendent.

Q. What did they do that they didn't suit him?
A. That is more than I know.

Q. Do they treat the patients harshly?
A. I didn't see them.

Q. You have testified that the're were a great many turned
off?

A. I do not know that they were turned off, but they go
Rway.

Q. If it is so seldom you hear a, noise, how does it come
that any of these attendants are turned off?

A. I could not tell you.

Q. They are turned off?
A. Some of them are-I do not know.

Q. What became of this man Burns?
A. That is more that I can tell you.

Q. When did he leave the institution?
A. He left the institution the first day of this month.

Q. About the time the legislature sat.
. A. I think he left the first day of the month.
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Q. Of February or January?
A. Of February.

.":.\ Q. Don't you know that Mr. Burns had a reputation of being
a brutal ulan?

A. No, sir..

Q. Have you heard such talk as that?
A. I do not know th~t I have.

Q. Do you know that you have not?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. I You never have?
A. No, sir.

Q. Have you never heard it said that he was cruelto the pa-
tients on any of the wards?

A. No, sir.

Q. You do not know there was such talk about him?
A. No, sir.

Q. How long was Burns there?
A. I think he was there twelve months and two weeks.

Q. Did you ever hear Christner talked about as a man that
abused the patients?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you always hear him talked of as a kind-hearted man,
that never abused the patients at all ?

A. I didn't hear him talked of scarcely at all. I am not out
doors scarcely at all.

Q. Do you remelnber Mr. Searle?
A. Yes, ~ir.

Q. Do you' remember the difficulty that occurred with him?
A. I heard of it. I was not present at the time it occurred.

I was either in Iowa or Lincoln.

Q. Do you know anything about the patient that had his ribs
broken not long ago-Parks?
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A. I saw nothing of it. 'I heard of it afterwards.. I Was in
the building at the time.

Q. Do you generally go out with these patients when they go
out to take exercise?

A. There are three of us, and sOluetimes I gO'out and some
times the other two go out.

Q. Did you ever hear of a patient's being hit in the ear with
a brick-bat?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of a patient that wanted to go to the
barn and the attendant wanted him to go another way, and he
was beaten?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of a patient being struck with the
closed hand, except the one you have stated?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of a patient being mistreated in the
Asylum?

A. No, sir.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson?

Q. How did it happen that Mr. Burns went away?
A. Ever since he came to this country he intended to go into

the sheep or cattle business, and he commenced in December to
correspond with a gentleman in New Mexico in reference to
Burns' going there to go into the cattle business.

Q. Do you know that he gave notice of one month?
A. He gave a notice of two weeks.

Q. Do you know that I tried to retain him there until after
this investigation?

A. Yes, sir.-

Q. Do you know that he refused to stay, on the ground that
he had made an engagement that he could not well break?

A. Yes, sir.
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Questioned by Mr. Kendall.

Q. Is it the custom of the Superintendent when men are dis
-charged to inform the rest of the attendants the reason of the
{}ischarge ?

A. No, sir; it is not.

By Dr. Mathewson.

Q. Were the men that were on the ward with you some of
the men that were employed in the other wards and sent there
temporarily, and thus were they all discharged that were on the
ward with you?

A. No, sir.

Q. They had ben ofr and on to the number of fourteen.
A. Yes, sir.

THOMAS JORDAN.

TESTIMONY OF S. J. ALEXANDER.

S. J. Alexander sworn.

By Judge Mason.

Q. What office have you held for the lnst two years?
A.. Secretary of State.

Q. You may state if Mr. Druse came to you at any time and
made a proposition with regard to the discharge of Dr. Mathew
son, and what was it?

A. Mr. Druse came to me at the Commercial Hotel one even
ing during the campaign this last fall and said that he would like
to support me for the nomination for Governor, but the man
that he supported would have to agree to one thing, and that
was if he was nominated and elected, he would have to agree to
the discharge of Dr. Mathewson from the employ of the Asylum .

•
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C. B. Kelliher recalled.

By Dr. Mathewson.

Q. State if Mr. Hollenbeck didn't come down to ,your place
to intervie\v you in regard to this investigation and what he said.
What proposition did he make to you?

A. He came over to my place and came in and spoke to me
and said a few words and he asked if I was coming up in town
the next day. This was on Friday and I said I was, and he
asked. if I wouldn't COine up to the Capitol and make a state
ment of the things I knew about the Asylum. I told him that
I d.dn't want to go there unless I had to, and if I ,,-rent it would
be in Dr. Mathewson's favor. I think I said that to him. Well,
he says, I haven't come here to do you any harm. I have got
into this thing and I'm going to push it along. Nelson has got
his foot into it and his boy and Jin1 Leonard; "and," says he,
" there is going to be a change out there and you rnight go and
tell what you know. Dr. Mathewson isn't going to be there
much longer anyhow, and it will give you a better show with
the next Doctor." I told him four or five times that I didn't
want to go and he rather insisted upon it and so we talked quite
a little while about other things and he says, "See here, Con., I
have not come here to make you any trouble in any way, and I
expect to be a friend of yours and I expect to live here and
\vhenever it comes in my way to put a dollar in your way I will
do so." That is, I believe, the last word he said to me.

Q. Didn't you tell Mr. Hollenbeck there that you would not
go unless you had to, and then if you had to, you would tell as
little as you could, because your bread and butter depended upon
your not saying anything, or words to that effect?

A. Well, I don't know; I might have said that.

•
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TESTIMONY OF CHARLES H. WILLARD.

Charles H. Willard sworn.

By Judge Mason:

Q. State if you saw these eharges that have been referred to
against the conduct of the Insane Asylum two 'years ago, who
had them, what became of them, and what you know about
them?

....-\.. Two years ago, at the Commercial Hotel, I saw Mr. Bal
lentine reading some papers to Senator Harrington, and it trans
pired that I stopped there some little time, and after Me. Ballen
tine left Mr. Harrington came to me and asked if I knew what
those papers contained, and if I saw Mr. Ballentine reading them
to him; I said I did not; he said they were charges against the
management of the Insane Hospital, and that Mr. Ballentine had
requested hitu to present theIn, and he asked me what he had bet
ter uo about it, and I told him I 'wouldn't do anything.

Q. Is that all you know about it ?
A. That is all I know about it.

Adjourned.

TESTIMONY OF HENRY MASTERMAN.

TUESDAY EVENING, February 20, 1882.

Henry Masterman sworn.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit.

Q. What is your name, age, and place of residence?
A. Henry Masterman. I was seventy the 3d of April.

Q. Where do,you live?
A. In Lincoln.
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Q- How long have you been living here?
A. Ten years.

.Q. What is your occupation?
A. I am watching at the post-office.

Q. How long have you been attending to that business?
A. A little over a year.

Q. What have you been doing before, and for a few years
back?

A. I was attending the sick for the Odd ]'ellows and Fr ee
Masons.

Q. Are you acquainted with a man by the name of Hoffman,
who had been in the Lunatic Asyluin in this city, or near Lincoln?

A. Yes; I was with hinl when he died.

Q. You knew him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time was that?
A. It was four years ago this cOlning spring. I think fie died

in J nne or J uly-solne,vhere there-I am not certain.

Q. Four years ago last July?
A. 'This coming year; three years, ago last June, I think.

Q. -Do you know what his name was?
A. I do not know more than Hoffman.

A. Are you acquainted ",~ith his wife and family?
A. Yes, while I was there, and there was a daughter.

Q. What time was it you were there attending him?
A. I understood her he just came out of the Asylum, but J

do not know how many days he had been out; I wag with hiol
about ten days before he died.

Q. What time was that in the month or year?
A. I cannot say; I think it was in June or July.

Q. Where was that-in Lincoln?
A. Yes, sir.



,(

(289)

, Q. You may go on and state what you saw about him?
A. When I went there he was very low, and I noticed that he

had a cut under his eye, a severe cut, and hIs eye was quite
bunged up, I think it was the rig~t one.

Q. 'Was the skin cut?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was the eye blue-that is, the eye ball ?
A. Yes, sir, blue all around; he 'looked very bad, and I

asked him how it hMppened, and she said it happened in the Asy
lum before he came out.

Q. Wm"e there any bruises that you saw'about hini ?
A.. Well, his hands showed; he had his hands tied like this

(indicating hands crossed at wrists), and you could see the marks
of the cord, and on the upper part of the wrist, the cord had cut;
there had been quite a cut there from the cord, and there was a.
scab on it at the time.

Q. Did you see any other marks or 'bruises on him?
A. Yes; there w,as a mark on his right side; I did not see it

for two or three days after I was there; Dr. Leslie was attending
to him; there was quite a bruise there, as if it had been done
with the toe of a nla~'s boot; I made that remark to Dr. Leslie.

Q. How was he otherwise-was he emaci~ted or in good
health?

A. There was nothing of him hardly; he never eat anything
all the time I was there-he never took anythi,ng but the medi
cine; he had two spells, and once in twenty-four hours I would
have to hold him down.

Q. How was his mind-in 'what condition was hi~ mind?
A. He did not seem to know anything.

Q. Was he raving, or was he quiet?
A. About as I say, twice in twenty-four hours he would get

up raving, but I COll ld not understanq what ,he was saying only
one word or two; when I was holding him down he would call
me a God damn son of a bitch, and I think that was the only
word in English that he knew; he seemed very bad about once

19



,I
, !

• (290)

in the day time and once at night, and I would hold him down
until it was over; he would kick and try to bite and spit in nlY
face.

Q. Where is Dr. I.Jeslie? .
A. He is dead I believe now.

Q. You do not know anything about hhn being in the Asy.
lUIn only what they told you?

A. Only what I was told.

Q. This all occurred here in Lincoln?
A. Yes, sir; all I know is that he had those wounds, and that

is all I know about it.

Q. Do you know Mrs. Hoffman's first narne?
A. I did not; she was talking to me one time, and there was

one nlan that be was afraid of, and he said there was a Ulan wi th
a big beard that useu him well.

TESTIMONY OF .HENRY STATLEY.

Henry Statley sworn.

Questioned by Senator Schoneheit:

Q. You may state where you live now.
A. In Olive Branch.

Q. What county and state?
A. Lancaster county.

Q. How long have yon been living there?
A. I am here now about twelve years.

Q, Are yon living a part of the time in Lincoln?
A. No, sir; I lived all the time ont there.

Q. Have you a wife?
A. I haTe a womnn in the Asylum.
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Q. How long has she been there?
A. Since the 21st of October, 1880.

Q. This Asylum is in Lancaster county?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you ever go to see her while she was there?
A. I used to see her every month, every four or five weeks up

to the middle of July, 1881; I was pernlitted to see her and
speak to her, and about the middlo of July was the first time
that objection was mane to my seeing her.

Q. With wborn did you talk?
A. It was Mr. Hay.

Q. You talked with him?
A. I talked to him.

Q. That c'onversation was at the Asylunl ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you went there to see your wife?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that was the ti me he refused to let you see her?
A. Yes, exactly.

Q. What time did you go there again after that-how long
afterwards?

A. I went there again ill about three weeks. I had some
business in here, and I went to see her.

Q. Which of the doctors did you see then?
A. Dr. Mathewson.

Q. Did you ask hitn to see your wife?
A. Yes; I asked him if I could see her, and he told me" It

,von't be any good to you to see her and you had hetter not see
her?"

Q. Did you get to see her?
A. No, I did notsee her, and so it was there the next time;

the next time was five or six weeks.

Q. Did yon talk that time with Dr. Mathewson?
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A. Yes, sir; .with Dr. Mathewson again.

Q. 'Vhat excuse did he make?
A. He made about the same excuse, and I could not tell you

all he told me. I could not see her, that is all, and I never could
see her froln that time up to the 9th of January.

Q. Did you go there every time you came to town?
,A. I had a good deal of business in town; and was sometimes

twice a week in and more, and about every time I was there.

Q. Did you go there to see her every time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And they would not let you see her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that is Dr. Mathewson and Dr. Hay al,so?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did you see her afterwards-after the first time?
A. The first time I saw her was, I think, the 9th of January.

Q. Wllat year was that i,n?
A. Of last year.

Q. Now, you did not see her from about July untH January?
A. Not until January, 1882, and then I had a letter from Mr.

Parker, that I thought I could go to see her.

Q. You got a letter from Mr. Parker to go to see her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. To Dr. Mathewson?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And did he permit you to see your wife?
A. He accused me of being drunk.

Q. Was that the last time you were there-in July, 1881?
A. That was on the 9th of January. That 'vas the first time

I saw her.

Q. lIe refused to let you in, and then you got the letter fron}
Mr. Parker? ,

A. Yes, sir; and then I could see her.
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Q. Who was Mr. Parker-what business had he to give you
a letter?

A. He was conlnl~ttee of the Insane Asylum up to that time.

Q. What was his other 'name, do you know?
A. No, he is county judge now. •

Q: Did yo,u go to see !ler afterwards?
A. Afterwards, I was in again the middle of February, and

it was at that time I had a mind to take her home, and I found
her all right, and I told so to Mr. Mathewson, and he told nle
you ca!l just as well try to get Mrs. Mathewson as to get her.

Q. Do you know any reasons why he would not,let you have
your wife?

A. I did not know then. I thought it just, but was not sure
of it.

Q. What evidence did you have about any other irregularity,
what was the matter, was anything the matter with your wife?

A. I could not tell you anything about that. I could not
see her any more. It was too long a time since I saw her. From
then, I never could see her again, and he told me all the time,
you cann<¥ see her-he told me, you canll<,:>t see her.

Q. That is from July, 1881, to January, 1882?
A. It was after, just the same again.

Q. You got your letter, and then he let you see her at the
time. you got the letter?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. But afterwards, he refused you again, as I understa.nd you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have any suspicion about any irregularity about
youa wife?

A. She got a child in there, and it was for that I could not
see her.

Q. Who told you?
A. I thought it was for that I could not see her. I found

that out only about. the middle of July. It was Mr. Beswick
and his wife that came to see me and told me.

~i
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Q. Where do tbey live now?
A. In the same section I do, out at Olive Branch. They

came to me and told nle, do you know what for you cannot see
your wife. No, I do not know, but I think it. Well, we know
it. How do you know it. Well, did your wife have a child in
there or did sbe have a child from you. I told him my wife
took a child in with ber. Well, we know all that, she said, but
did she have a child there. Well, I don't know a~ytbing about
that, and then sbe told nle, I was visiting a good friend in there,
the woman of the night watch, an old luck aunt to me; I was
in there and saw your wife there, and asked my friend, who is
that woman, and she told me.

Q. What is that woman's name that lives out there, that you.
mentioned?

A. Beswick.

Q. She told you that she had a conversation with oneof your
friends?

A. With one of her friends, and that was the woman of the
night watch in there, and my woman was in the same room with
the child, a.nd she asked what woman that is, and Ule name of
the woman, and how long she had a child, and then the woman
of the night watch asked if Mr. Statley knows anything about
it, and she said no, she did not believe it, and the night watch
<lid not believe it.

Q. Did you believe it?
A. I believed it.

Q. What made you believe it-you did not see anything?
A. That shows what for I could not see her for a six months,

and she was in bed the last time I saw her.

A. You believe. that for the reason that they would not let
you go in to see her?

A. No, sir.

Q. You do not know anything about it ?
A. I never saw the child.
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Q. Did you have any connection with your wife nine months
or a year before that?

A. No, sir.

Q. And during that time she was in the Asylum-you did
, not see any child around there when you were in there?

A. No, sir.

Q. Any young babies?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did your wife tell you anything about having a baby?
A. No; when I was in there with Mr. Parker's letter she

would not tell me yeg or no; I spoke about it, and she would
not say yes or no.

Q. What kind of a way is she in her mind?
A. She is all right, and she would be long ago without that

reason-it is for that reason she got weak in the head-when she
has the baby too long on her breast, and I told him about it.

Q. You told them that that was all the matter?
A. , Yes, sir.

Q. Now, then, tell us how often you were there from the time
you took that letter there?

A. I was there every month once at least.

Q. What time did you get that letter?
A. I had that letter on the 9th of January.

Q. And in February you were there again and he would not
let you see her?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. From July until January he would not let you see her III

ISS1?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did your wife appear to be rational when you saw her?
A. The first time when I saw her she was quite rash; she

asked me to take her out and she would like to get out: I could
not answer right off' I would do it now, and she told me Mr. Hay
is a good man; she had" plenty of good men there that would
help me and do me right."

1-
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Q. Did she offer to go with you at any time?
A. No, not since that time; that was the first time in the be-

ginning.

Q. Did she know you when you came there in January?
A. Oh, yes.

Q. Did she seem to be rational?
A. No; I told her I would not take her home, and then she

got kind of rash, and she said there was" plenty of men in here
that would help me out and do me right, and I do not need you ';"
that was ~e first time I could see her again in January.

Q. How often did you see her afterwards?
A. Afterwards, it was about the middle of February when I

sa,w her again, and it was at that time they let me speak to her
about two or three hours.

Q, Were you all alone at that time?
A. Yes, I was alone with her, and I did Qot know what it

was for.

Q. Was anybody around there?
A. Yes, the wife was around there-Mrs. Mathewson-she

was in the alley.

Q. Did she stand there and hear what you had to say to your
wife?

A. No; she was just walking up and back, to and fro.

Q. You were talking: in German with your wife?
A. Yes, I was talking in German.

Q. What time did you. see her after that, or how long was it ?
A. After that I could not see her up until July again.

Q. July, 1882?
A. Y e~, sir-no, in June I believe it was-no, it was not; It

was in June, and then I could not see her, and they told me you
cannot see her, and then I had Mr. Beswick with me; they said
it was no use to see her, and your wife don't want to see you,
and then when I came out I saw my wife through the window,
and I ask~d, I-Iow is it you don't want to see rne nb more, and
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she said she did not need to see me any more; Mr. Matthewson
told me to go away, and I had nothing to do there,

Q. When did you go tbere afterwards?
A. After that I was in again in July, and I believe at that

time I was up to Parker's, as I could not sec her then, and told
him how it was, and he told me, I can't understand what for you
can't see her, and then he gave Iue a letter to Dr. Curtin, and
they dropped it, and. Mr. Curtin must know something too.

Q. What did the Dr. do?
A. The Dr. said I don't want anything to do with Dr. Ma

thewson.

Q. Did you take that letter Mr. Parker gave you direct to
Mr. Mathewson?

A. No, not at that time; I gave it to Mr. Ourtin, and he ga\;"e
me a letter again to Mr. Field and Holtnes. .

Q. What did t hey do?
A. They did nothing that I know.

Q. Did you take any retter at all to Mr. Mathewson?
A. I could not tell you now if I took that time a letter froin

Mr. Field and Holmes or not.

Q. Did you ever take a letter to Mr. Mathewson?
A. That was before, in January.

Q. In July, 1881, you took a letter to Mr. Mathewson fl'om
Mr. Parkei'?

A. I.could not tell.

Q. How many letters did you get from Parker?
A. I got it twice that I know.

Q. The first letter you think you g-ave to Mr. Mathewson in
July, 1881 ?

A. Yes, in 1882.

Q. And then the second letter you got in 1882 from Mr. Par
ker?

A. I do not kno'w what the letter was but it was to get her
out.
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Q. Did you tell Mr. Mathewson that you \vanted your wife?
A. More than once.

Q. What time was it that you saw your wife last?
A. The last time was yesterday.

Q. Is she in the same situation that she was before?
A. Yed, I found her yesterday pretty right and I asked Mr.

Hay if I can not take her out, and he said I can do nothing.
"Will she go," he asked me, and I told him yes, and he would
not believe it.

Q. You have been there off and on once a month or so ever
since she is in there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And every time you came to town you went out to see
her?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what luanner did Mr. Mathewson speak to you; was
he cross?

A. He insulted me almost every time.

Q. He insulted you?
A. Yes, he seemed to want to get up my spirit to get rid of

lne.

Q. He seemed to try to make you mad?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you say anything wrong to him?
A. No, sir.

Q. You said nothing except to see your wife and see if he
would not let her go?

A. Yes, sir.

A. And when you told him to let her go home with you what
excuse did he make?

A. He said you can't have her-you can just as well have my
wife as yours.

Q. And about the baby-you do not know anything about
that yourself?
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A. I never saw it myself.

Q. And you do not know only what you have heard?
A. No.

Questioned by Judge Mason.

Q. When you went there to the Asylum did you have a quar
rel with your wife?

A. Never. She ~ot'a little hot sometimes but I do not know
what for it was.. It was on the ninth of January that I was
there and then she got out. She tola me Mr. Hay is my good
friend and will help me out and do me right, and she turned
right around and looked away.

Q. That was the first time you went there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When you went back again after she got a little warnl,
then they treated you that way and told you it was not best for
you to see her?

A. I don't kno·w that I remember that.

Q. (Senator Schoenheit repeated question in German.)
A. After I saw that then I was up about three hours with

her and she was all right and I ask Dr. Mathewson if I can not
take her home and he told me no.

Q. When Dr. Hay told you it was not best for you to see
her, it was before that that you went there wh~n she got a little
-excited-was it not?

A. Before July, 1881?

Q. Yes, sir?
A. I don't ~now anything about that.

Q. Is it not true that every time you have been there that
she got excited?

A. No, sir.

Q. And is not true that she didn't want to see you, and didn't
she refuse to see you?

A. She never refu sed as I heard; the Dr. told so.
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Q. Didn't you go into the ,vard to see her one day and she
rail away fronl you, and ran into the room?

A. That thing is so; it was the first time I was in there to see
her, and it was about six weeks or seven weeks she was in there,
and then I got a letter to go in and take her out.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit :

Q. From whom did you get the letter?
A. Parker, I think; and when I came in everything was

open, and the half ~as .open, and the Dr. brought her to me,
and she got right out of the door; she didn't run away, but she
just passed away, and I go home she say; she asked me first if I
would not take her home, and I said :i don't know.

Q. When you caine the next tilne did she runaway?
A. She never ran away again.

Q: Is it not true that yo.u have talked with Moses Oppenheim
er to-day?'

A.· Yes, sir.

Q. Is it not true that you told him that your wife ran away
from you when you called to see her?

A. I hever talked to him about that; we had no talk then;
I asked him if he will come in and talk for me.

Q. Do you mean to swear now that your wife had a baby in
the Insane AsylulTI ?

A. Well, I can prove that, I told you right before, by Mr.
Beswick; and Mrs. Beswick.

Q. You cau prove that by Mr. and Mrs. Beswick '?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You know that as well as any fact you have swor11 to ? .
A. I believe that before I do so.

Q. And she is in the Insane Asylunl now?
A. Yes, sir, she is.

And when you come to see, her is she willing to.see you?
Well, she came every time th:lt the Dr. was willing to
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Q. I ,ask you when you come to see her nowi~ she, willil1g to
·see you?

A.. As I know; but then I don't know what the Dr. has to
do.

Q. When you come t.o town do you come past the Asylum?
A. When I come in I corne right up by the Asylum., "

Q. Did you go to the Asylum before you calne to town?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You stopped at the Asylum before you carne to town?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And is it not a fact that every time you went there y?ur
wife got mad and you had trouble w'ith her?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did you talk with any of the attendants when you were
there?

A. That was once on the 9th of January, but not generally.

Q. Did 'you talk with any of the attendants while you were
there?

A. .No, sir.

Q. You only talked with Dr. Hay and Dr. Mathewson?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you have told all that took place between you and
them.?

Yes, sir.

Q. And you took a letter to Dr. Mathewson' twice?
A. Well, I belie~e the bookkeeper was there, and I used to

talk to him.

Q. Did you give to them the letter which you took?
A. To Dr. Mathewson.

Q. You gave it to him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you give him more t}laJlOne letter? ,
A. I believe there were tW0.
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Q. Did you give each of thelD to Dr. Mathewso~n?
A. To Dr. Mathewson I gave them.

DR. J. T. HAY, recalled.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. You heard the testimony of this witness, and know the
witness Statley's wife?

A. I do.

Q. Now will you state the facts about this rnan visiting the
Asylum, and about this patient if she has ever been confined or
-nad a child in the Asylum?

A. Well, in regard to that, she never has; I am positive of
that with regard to the child. With regard to his not seeing her,
he has seen her quite often, as I remember, and when he did not
see her it was because she refused to see him.

Q. You may state if you ever refused to let hirn see her-if
so, state why the refusal was.

A. I remember one instance; I think it was when she was in
bed; I remember that before that they had a quarrel there and
she was in bed, and he came there to see her, and I went in and
asked her if she wanted to see hirn, and she positively said she
did not; she did not want to see him, and I refused to let hiln
see her inasmuch as she was sick in bed.

Q. Was it before that time that they had this quarrel?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the effect upon her in having this quarrel!
A. Well, it excited her very much.

Q. Did she take'1l. child there?
A. That is a fact.

Q. How old was the child?
A. Seven or eight rnonths; it was a nursing child.

Q. What is the condition of that patient now?
A. Well, she is in about the same condition.
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Q. Is she insane now?
A. She is insane.

Q. What is the nature of her insanity?
A. She has delusions, and talks a great deal to herself and to

imaginary people.

Q. She sees people and talks to them?
A. Yes, sir.

DR. H. P. MATHEWSON, recalled.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Tell this comrnittee about this patient, Mrs. Statley, and
what you know about her?
, A. Th'is is the third time she has been in the Asylum;
she has been insal1Q I think during the whole time from
the first until the present, but Mr. Statley canle to take
her honle, and kept her a short time, and he was obliged
to bring her back; after she had been there a while,
she got a little quiet and he took her home again; the
next time he brought her back, she brought a child in her
arrna; the Commissioners said it was a very urgent case, and re
qrtested that we should take care of the child, and we kept the
child and weaned it, and when it was· about a year and a half
old he came and took it away; this woman has never changed
any, and is a very insane woman; I talked with the Commission
ers about it, and they wanted me to keep the woman there; they
would quarrel, and they frequently have fights.

Q. Who have the fight?
A. Her husband and herself, and one time she got him before

the Commissioners and tried to get him in the Asylum., but he
got her in; when she carne they asked me to keep h ~r; when he
came to see her he always saw her if she was willing to see him,
and when he carne with the letters of Mr. Parker requesting that
he might see her, we had to drag her right along, and when she
got to the dOOI' she went right ant and undertook to run away,
and I had to go and bring her back, and she would not talk to
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him; frequently he has been there when he has been the worse
for liquor, and at that time I did not try to have him see her, and
at all those times whenever he has asked to take her ~way I have
referred him to the Commissioners, and that is tl,le occasion of
getting the letter. I told him whenever the Oommissioners were
willing she should go I was willing, but inas'much as they re
quested me to keep her, I supposed it was ·my business to keep
her until the Commissioners gave me permission to let her go.
In regard to her condition, we have a statement every day, and
we know just ho.w every person is from it; any person that has
ever been in the Hospital we can refer to any day they were
there and tell just in what condition they were.

Q. Have you got those papers? ,
A. Yes, I have got those paper~ from the time s~e came there

the. last time until the present time.

Q. Was she ever confined?
A. No', sir, she never was.

Q. Did she ever have a child in the Insane ..A.sy1um ?
A. No, sir.

Q. For the purpose of showing that, I will offer the papers
of her daily condition, with the request that they be returned to
the Asylum-will you produce the papers? ..

A. Yes, sir; this is the file of papers from the date she came
there until the present time.

Q. ThifiJ relates to heT?
A. To all the rest of the patients' in the wards; the condition

of each patient is marked every day.
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TESTIMONY OF HATTIE BYERS.

Hattie Byers sworn.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit:

Q. Where do you live?
A. In Lincoln.

Q. How long have you been living here?
A. Sincc the 9th day of last July.

Q. Are you acquainted with Dr. Mathewson of the Insane
Asylum?

A. I am.

Q. Also with Dr. Hay?
A. lam.

Q. Have you ever been to the Lunatic Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long were you there?
A.. I was there four weeks lacking one day; I went there the

2'7th of N ovember and left the 24th of the next month.

Q. In what capacity were you there?
A. I was attendant on the second female ward.

Q. During your attendance there did you ever see anything
or any peculiar treatment by Dr. }\iathewson towards any of the
patients-if so, state fully all you know?

A. I saw some treatment that I think would be called cruel.
It was a heavy large woman refused to undress; I had been hav-.
jng trouble with her for a week, and we had our orders that the
patients should leave their clothes outside of the room at night,
and she refused to mind us and defied us, and the Dr. himself;
we had to go after hirn; he came and ordered her to undress, and
she refused, and he asked her to undress, and he tripped her and
~hoked her.

Q. He tripped her down?
A. Yes, sir.

20
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Q. In what position was she when she was down?
A. She was sitting on the floor.

Q. Was he behind her or before?
A. Exactly behind her.

Q. You may give the position of his hand and the manner in
which he choked her?

A. Her head rested a:gainst his knee and his. hand hand went un
der her chin.

Q. Did he choke her so that she lllade any noise as though he was .
choking her?

A. She did not nlake any noise.

Q. How long did he choke her in that way?
A. I could'n~ tell exactly how long it was, it was not very long.

Q. Was it only once, and did he let her go?
A. She refused to undressaftet he quit choking her the first time,

and he choked her again.

Q. And what then?
A. We attendants undressed her. She did'nt offer any resistance

and we undressed her and she laid down on the bed.

Q. Do you know a patient there by the name of Kaufman?
A. I knew a Mrs. Kaufman there from Omaha.

Q. Who attended on. her while you were attending at the Luna
tic Asylum? .

A. Miss Gilmore did.

Q. Did you see Mrs. Mathewson around there at any time att~nd-

. ing while you were there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How often during the day did she come around, probably?
A. I think she was in the hall about six times, not more than

that during the twenty-seven days I was there.

Q. Did you know her feeding or attending to Mrs. Kaufman at
all ?

A. I never saw her feed her or touch her while I was there.
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Q. You would have noticed her if she had done it; you w..;~e

right there?
A. I was right there; yes, sir.

Q. Do you know of any ill treatnlent or peculiar treatment to
wards Mrs. Kaufman?

A. No; I do not.

Q. Do you know of any patient on that ward one night luaking
considerable noise, and the Doctor went in to quiet her?

A. I know one or two such instances.

Q. You may state and give the names and what occurred.
A. I do not know what occurred, I only know that a WOlnan

named Sophie Kruger, who had the last room on the hall was making
considerable noise and we heard sonle body go in there and quiet ller,
but I do not know anything about that.

Q. The next morning did she show any signs of bruises?
A. She appeared just as usual.

Q. Who went in there to quiet her?
A. I <1id'nt see any body go in there. I was in my room, and

some body opened the door and went down the hall and went in there.
No one but the Doctor had the keys, and I think it nlust have been
him.

Q. Who was with you at the time that occurred?
A. Miss Gilnlore.

Q. Do you not know how long the person that went in that cell
was there?

A. I do not know,

Q, What was the other occurrence?
A. A woman by the name of Anna Kratz, I think had her

breast considerably bruised up, black and blue, and her room-mate
said the Doctor threw her on the floor and stamped on her breast. I
don't know whether that was true or not.

Q. You saw her breast, did you?
A. Yes, I saw her breast; that is what the patient said, but I do

not know whether she was hardly responsible or not.



(308)

Q. You saw her in the evening, that patient that was so bruised
up?

A. Yes. sir.

Q. There was nothing the matter with her then?
A. I do not know whether there was or not, but if there was, I

did'nt see it. It was not until at least three day'5 after the night she
made the fuss that th~se marks appeared. I heard the disturbance,
and would have gone back there to settle it, but my room-mate would
not go with me, and I went to the spring door and the ni~ht watch
.was coming up the stair and I sent for the Doctor to come up and
settle it.

Q. And the Doctor came?
A. Yes, sir; I do not know that he went into the room, but her

room-mate said he did, some one came in and went back and quieted
her.

Q. And it was three days after that you saw the woman's breast
bruised up?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did the woman say who did. it?
A. She does'nt talk English and she did'nt say anything that I

could understand. She cannot say but two words in Euglish.

Q. What was her nanle?
A. Kratz.

Q. She was a German?
A. A Bohemian, I think.

Q. You could not understand her?
A. No, sir.

Q. Who was the room-mate?
A. A woman by the name of Shepherd.

Q. Was the room-mate a lunatic too?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In what condition was her mind?
A. She was very crazy, but she was not violent.
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Q. And her room-mate said that the Doctor did it?
A. Yes, sir; her room-mate said so.

Q. Did you leave there yourself at the tilne you left there, or
were you discharged?

A. I left because I wanted to.

Q. You were not discharged?
A. No, sir.

Q. Have you been over to that Asylunl since?
A. Yes, sir. -

Q. What tilne was that?
A. I was there one Saturday night a short time after I left. I

don't know how·long. I was there, yeste.rday.

Q. What did you go over yesteuday for, to see some patients?
A. I went there to see Miss Gihnore.

Q. One of the matrons?
A. She is the second ward attendant.

Q. Did you see the Doctor at that time?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What did the Doctor ever say to you---did you speak about
this investigation?

A. He used the word investigation. He said he understood I
had been 'making mischief by saying something about Mrs. Kauf
man.

Q. What did you tell him?
A. I told him several things. He said that he understood that I

had said Mrs. Kaufman was neglected, and if she was neglected it
was my fault, because I was there; and I said I didn't say it, and she
was not neglected by the attendants.

Q. What else was said?
A. I told him that I had said that he didn't go to see her while I

was there.

Q. Did you tell him you wanted to see Miss Gilmore?
A.. Yes, sir.
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Q. ~hat did he say to you?
A. Dr. Hay went to tell her that I wanted to see her, and about

the time she came into the room Dr. Mathewson said I could not talk
to her.

t Q . Dr. Mathewson told you that you could not talk to her?
A. Yes, sir?

Q. What did Dr. Hay say to you?
A. He didn't say anything except good-morning.

Q. He didn't tell you that you couldn't see Miss Gilnlore?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you see Miss Gilmore?
A. Yes, sir; I got to say good-day to her.

Q. Was the Doctor around ,with you all the time?
A. Yes; he was about three feet away from where I was stand-

Ing.

Q. He would not let you talk to her without hinl hearing it ?
A. He would not let me talk to her under any circums~nces.

Q. Did he give his reasons to you?
A. He did not.

Questioned by Senator Rogers:

Q. Have you ever known any improprieties fronl the attendants
or officers towards the prisoners or patients?

A. I believe not.

Questioned by Senator Schonheit:

Q. Did the Doctor order you away from there?
A. He told me I was not wanted there; and he told 111e to go

away; and I told him very well, I would go, and I went.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Where did you go to work when you first came to the Hos
pital?

A. On the second ward.
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Q. You say you were on the second ward twenty-seven days?
A.. Yes, sir.

Q. You were on that ward all the tinle?
A. I said I was in the Hospital, but I don't think I said I was

on the ward twenty-seven days.

Q. How long were you on that ward?
A. I was taken on the third ward the Friday evening before I

left, and I left on Sunday noon.

Q. Did you understand why you went up to the third wa~d f
..A... I presume I did.

Q. Why did you leave the second ward?
A. Well, you told nle because I was not needed there, and I was

needed on the third ward.

Q. Didn't I tell you that Miss Gilmore said she would just as
soon be alone as to have you there, and that you could go up on the
third ward?

A. No, sir; you didn't tell me that exactly-something like that, .
Miss Gilmore said she could get along without help.

Q. Why didn't you stay up on the third ward?
A. I didn't like to stay there.

Q. What did you tell me about the girls up there?
A. I told you that I didn't think they treated me as they had the

previous attendant.

A. Didn't they say that you didn't amount to anything up there,
and they didn't want you?

A. No, sir? they didn't to me.

Q. Didn't they say you were careless and left the doors open, and
somebody would be killed?

A. No, sir; I never left a door open up there.

Q. Who was this woman that you say I choked so nluch?
A. Mary Barber.

Q. Who was the one that you say I went to her room?
A. Sophie Kruger. I know that some one came into the hall.
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Q. Who Was the next one?
A. Anna Kratz.

Q. Do you know I went there?
A. I don't know it, only that I heard SOlue one come into the

hall; I don't know that it was you.

Q. 'Vho was present with you at this difficulty with Mary Bar
ber?

A. Miss Gilmore. If she was n9t in the room she was just out
side of the door.

Q. She was present just the same as you were, and saw just the
same as you saw?

A. I think she was.

Questioned by Judge ~Iason :

Q. You reside in Lincoln?
A. No, sir.

Q. Where do you Iive ?
. A. South of the city.

Q. How long have you liven south of the city?
A. Since the ninth of July.

Q. Were you sent to the A~ylum by any person yesterday or to-
day?

A. No, sir.

Q. You went of your own notion?
A. I did.

Q. No one suggested it?
A. No, sir.

Q. You wanted to see Miss Gilmore?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see her as luuch as you wanted to?
A. No, sir.
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Q. Did you have any particular business that you wanted to see
her about?

A. I called to see her because she was a friend that I wanted to
see.

Q. That is, the Miss Gilnl0re .that is an attendant on the second
ward?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And she is the .Miss Gilmore that was an attendant there when
you were there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And saw this choking-you call it choking?
A. I didn't say I called it choking; I said it was choking.

Q. He was behind her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And she was sitting on the floor?
A.. Yes, sir.
Q. And he was right behind her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, will you tell me' how he held his hands when he was be
hind her?

A. He had his hands this way. (Indicates by interlocking fingel\S
and thumbs, drawn about the neck.) He had his hands under her
throat.

Q. And her head against his knee?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You say she didn't hallo?
A.. No, sir.

Q. She didn't look as though she was hurt much?
A. I didn't see her face?

Q. Did she scream?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did she nlake any noise?
Not then.
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Q. And he took his hands off and she wouldn't undress or let you
undress her, and he put his hands around her again and held her a
little while, and then she let you undress her?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And then she waR quiet?
A. Well, she was not very quiet.

Q. Was Rhe difficult to manage?
A. She was the worst patient on the hall-the worst one to man

age.

Q. What was the difficulty?
A. It was about anything she didn't want to do. She did't want

to do anything that you wanted her to do.

Q. If you wanted her to dress she would not be dressed, and if
you wanted her to undress she wanted to be dressed?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you had difficulty in nlanaging her and you sent for the
Doctor?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And he took this method to nlanage her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. At the time did it strike you that she was an abused woman!
Did you feel your humanity shocked, and your heart rise in pity?

A. No, sir; I must say I didn't feel very sorry for the woman?

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Were you Dot sometimes afraid to go into the roonl to take
away any plates or cups?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And didn't you have to call me to go in and get her plate and
cup?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And when you wanted to undress her, you had to call me to
help you?

A. Yes, sir; at that tinle.
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Q. And when she set out, you couldn't do anything with her?
A. No, sir.

Q.- Were you afraid of her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was MiAA Gilmore afraid of her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did she ever hurt you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Could she drive both of you anywhere she wanted to?
A. She never undertook to; I do not know what she would do.

Q. Why were you afraid of her?
A. Because she was str.onger than I was.

By Senator Schoenheit:

Q. The reason you didn't feel luore sorry for her was because she
was stubborn?

A. I felt sorry that she should be hurt, but I didn't feel sorry
that she should be properly punished.

Q. Didn't the Doctor tell you to hold her hands while he choked
her?

A. I won't be certain; I think he told me to hold her hand, and
I took hold of her hand and she jerked it away and I didn't attempt
it again; ,I an1 not certain.

Q. Would it hurt her much if she hadn't been undressed? What
was the object of compelling her to undress?

A. All the patients had to p:Jt their clothes out in the hall, and
she defied the rules. I do not know what the object was.
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TESTIMONY OF HENRY K. SHAVER.

Henry K. Shaver sworn.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit:

Q. Where do you live?
A. In this city-Lincoln.

Q. How long have you been living here?
A. Three years last November.

Q. Are you acquainted with Dr. Mathewson, at the Lunatic Asy
lum?

A. Yes; slightly.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Hedrick, a patient at
the Lunatic Asylum?

A. I do not know him by the name.

Q. Do you know anything that occurred between an attendant
in the Lunatic Asylum and the patient within the past three or four
years?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what that was, if you saw anything-any oc
currence between the patient and the officers and attendants at the
Asylum, and give the time and place.

A. I saw two acts that I thought were rather cruel.

Q. Commence with the first time.
A. I think they were both in August-this last August.

How far ,yere these acts apart, probably?
A few days.

State the acts as you saw theIn and as they occurred.

Q.
A.

Q. -
-'.1\. Well, the first time I was unloading some lumber at the north

E;mc1 of the building and they were fetching the crazy ones in from the
exercise, and they had two or three that they had to go down into the
basement. I thought they were going in about as fast as they rea
sonably and possibly could. One of the attendants came up behind
an old man, probably nfty or fifty-n.ve or sixty years old, and caught
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him by the back of the neck and gave him a plunge in that hole there
about as a dog would a gopher, which I think was unnecessary when
the man was quiet and walking along' peaceably.

Q. Do you know the name of the attendants?
A. I do not know their nanles.

Q. Do you know the name of the patient?
A. I do not. I worked there, but do not know the names of any

.of them.

Q. But know that the one that was pushed in' that manner was a

patient?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the one that pushed him was an attendant?
A. I know he was.

Q. Was Dr. Mathewson anywhere around there?
A. I did not see him.

Q. Did you say anything to him?
A. No. sir.

Q. Now you may relate the other circuillstance.
A. The other was the matter at the mortar-box. I was hauling'

some lumber from the south end of the building, around to the north
.end, that they had framed there for the north end. I had it unloaded
and was driving along, and there were two of the attendants that had
a man down holding his hands and choking him, and they choked
him until he gasped for breath. I thought they were choking him
to death, and I stopped the team, and then a Dutchman or Scotch
man commenced to talk broken to him, and they got off of this fellow
and began to cuss him and wanted to whip him, and directly this fel
low rolled over and got up very leisurely and started off a little way,
and I drove around to the other end of the building.

Q. Did you see any other acts?
A. No.

Questioned hy Senator Rogers:

Q. You say he began to cuss him--can you repeat about what
they said?
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A. He told him it was none of his business, and to attend to, his
own business and not to interfere, and he called him a God d-n son
of-a-b-h, and a regular string 'of oaths, and it come out like that.

Q. Well, was it c~stomary anlong attendants to use language of
that kind?

A. I do not know whether it was or not. I never heard any of
them use any such language, only on that occasion.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Do you know that this man you speak of using the oaths was
an attendant at the Asylum?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did know it?
A. I know it.

Q. Did you know his nanle?
A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. If you do not know his name, how do you know he was an
attendant?

A.. I know he was from the fact that I know he used that author
ity over the men that were ont around there. One of the other at
tendants told me who he was.

Q. Do you know the name of the other attendant-the one that
told you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was that?
A. Mr. Kelliher.

Q. He told you he was an attendant?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When did Kelliher tell you that?
A. The same day.

Q. Did you have a talk with Kelliher about this case?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Kelliher was one of the attendants?
A. Yes, sir; he run the garden part of it?



(319)

Q. Did he see this case?
A. I do not know whether he did or not. He was right between

where this occurred and the barn.

Q. Was he in plain view of the transaction?
A. 'No, sir. He was between this house and the barn.

Q. Did he see it?
A. I do not know whether he did or not.

Q. What was the first thing you saw?
A. They had him down. I saw him throw him down.

Q. What was the next thing you saw?
A. I saw them on him and choking him.

Q. Both on him?
A. Yes, one was chokin?; him and the other holding his hand~.

Q. Was the one that was holding him standing over him?
A. He was rather on the side of him on his knees.

Q. And how was the one that was holding his hands?
A. He was on him.

Q. He had his hands stretched out, one on each side?
A. No, sir.

Q. How then?
A. I should suppose he had one down this way and the other in

that shape. (Indicates with both hands stretched toward the same
side).

Q. 'Vere his legs straddle of him?
A. I do not think neither of them was straddle of him.

Q. Did not one have him down chugging in the breast with the
knees?

A. I did not see him chug hinl.

Q. Or kick hi~ ?
A. I did not see him kick him.

Q. Or strike him?
A. I did not see them strike him.
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Q. You saw him from the time they threw him down until they
let him up?

A. I was unloading some lumber and turned my team around,
and I saw them throw him, and I was going along and there was
probably a rod that I could not see over, and then I drove- on up
and stopped.

Q. You did not see them strike him?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or kick him? .
A. No, sir; I did not see them kick him.

Q. Did you see. them choke him?
A. I saw them choke him.

Q. Did he have both hands on his throat?
A. I think he did.

Q. Was he at his head?
A. He was at the side of him.

Q. Was he on the same side that the man was that had hold of
his hands?

A. No, sir.

Q. The man h~d hold of his hands on one side and the other
man was on the other side chugging him?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you sawall of that transaction?
A. I did. .

Q. They could not have kick him unless you saw it?
A. Not unless it was when he first fell.

Q. And they could not have chugged him with the knees?
A. Not unless I Baw it?

Q. If they did you would certainly have seen .it?
A. I think so.

Q. But in this other case they were going down in the cellar?
A. Yes, sir.
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Q. That is the ward where they keep the convalescents?
.A. I do not know what they keep there, but I know that IS

where they drove them in like sheep, in that hole there.

Q. That is what you call driving them in like sheep?
A. Yes, sir; thai is what I call it.

Q. And they do that every day?
A. I suppose so.

Q. And the only thing unusual was that they pushed the old
man?

A. I saw them push the old man, and I thought that was not
necessary.

Q. And the old man fell?
A. He went in there' and his coat tail was the last thing I saw of

him.

Q. Did you see him fall?
A. No, sir; I did not see him fall, but I saw him: go down in the

cellar. I said when he was going down, before he got down a step he
catched him by the nape of the neck and pushed him in head first.

Q. He was at. the head of the steps and they catched him by the
nape of the neck and pitched him in head first?

A. Yes, sir; pitched him right in.

Q. There ·were men ahead of him?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. When they pitched him that way, did they not throw him on
somebody?

A. I do not known; I should suppose they would.

Q. Do you know who did that?
A. One of the men that, had authority. I know that it was one

{)f the attendants.

Q. How do you know that?
A. I know ReUther told me so.

Q. He is the same fellow that told you ahout this other one?
A. Yes, sir.

21
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Q. How did he come to tell you about this?
A. Because I entered complaint, and we were talking about it.

Q. Did you ever say anything to Dr. Mathewson about it?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you say anything to Dr. Hay about it?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you know Dr. Hay?
A. I do not know.

Q. Did you know Dr. Mathewson?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you thought it was a cruel thing to do?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you worked there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are a man of a family?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You saw Dr. Mathewson every day?
A. No, sir; but most every day.

Q. And you never mentioned it to him?
A. No.

Q. And in the other case you saw Dr. Mathewson every day.
A. Yes; nearly every day.

Q. And you did not mention it to any officer in the Asylunl?
A. Only to Kelliher-that is the only one I talked with.
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TESTIMONY OF H. C. RECTOR.

H. C. Rector sworn.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit:

Q. Where do you reside?
A. In Lincoln.

Q. How long have you been a resident of Lincoln?
A. About seven years this coming spring.

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Mathewson?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything abouth the Lunatic Asylu111?
A. Nothing, except hearsay.

Q. Are you acquainted with any of the attendants.?
A. Yes, sir.

Q.. Did you ever have any conversation with any of the attend-
ants about this Lunatic Asylum business?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Who was it?
A. Mr. Will Merrill.

Q. What time was it?
A. It has been this winter.

Q. Is' he there at the Lunatic Asylulll yet?
A. I think not; I think he is away from there now.

Q. 'Vhere did that conversation take place?
A. Here in Lincoln, at my place of business.

Q. What did he say to you about the treatnlent; that is, so far
as he was concerned?

A. He spoke about "funking the lunies" down there, as he called
them.

Q. State just exactly what he said-about himself particularly.
A. He came in one day-and he was in my place every time 1e
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came to town, pretty much, and he would call in and talk with me,
and I used to rather joke with him about being there, and told him
they would get away with him, or ask if he was not afraid of them,
and he said he was not, and he said he could get away with them be
cause he said he didn't calculate to take anything off them. If they
came at him he said he was going to thump them. After that-I do
not know, but it must have been a month or so-he came in one day
and he was talking with me, and he showed me his hands and knuck
les, and they were swollen; I think one of them was knocked back
and his hand was considerably crippled up, and I asked him what
was the matter with it, and he said he was thumping" lunies;" and he
said he had tumbled to a better thing now, but he didn't say what that
was, but I inferred from the conversation that he calculated to take
a stick afterwards, or a billy.

Q. Did you understand him to say that he had been pounding the
lunatics with his fist?

A. Yes; that is what he said.

Q. That made it sore?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long ago was that?
A. I am not sure, but I think it was in December.

Q. Last Decelnber?
A. Yes, sir; or in January.

Q. This last January?
A. Yes, sir; last nlonth. It was either the fore part of last month

or latter part of December.

By Judge Mason:

Q. Who did you say this man was that told you this?
A. Will Merrill.

Q. He was a great fellow to blow and tell what he did.
A. Yes; he talked a great deal with his mouth.

Q. And was always blowing about what great things he did?
A. No, I do not know that he was blowing about what he had

• \ 1.1 Lle, but it was about what he would do if they attacked him.
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Q. This was all predicated upon the proposition that if they at
tacked him?

A. No; he said he would knock them hellward; that is what he
said.

Q. Don't you know that he was discharged for bragging about
what he did?

A. No; I knew he left there, but I do not know under what
CirCIUl1stances.

Q. You do not know when he left, or at what tim.e?
A. No; but I think it was in the latter part of January.

Q. You kept a drug store in Lincoln?
A. No, sir; I do not now, but used to.

Q. What are you engaged in ?
A. I have a Temperance Billiard Hall now.

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM B. METER.

William B. Meter sworn.

Questioned by Senator Schonheit :

Q. Where do you live?
A. In Lincoln.

Q. How long have you been living here?
A. Three years.

Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. Mathewson?
.A.. Slightly.

Q. And any of the lunati~ attendants?
A. Slightly; I was up there to work a little while this fall.

Q. You have been living over there?
A. No, sir; I was there io work.

Q. What is your trade?
A. ..A.. gun and lock smith.
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Q. Ho'f long were you there, working at the Asylum?
A. I could not tell exactly, but somewhere eight or ten days, or

something thereabouts.

Q. Steady?
A. No, not exactly steady; I was there inside of a nlonth, I pre-

SUTne this time; I could not say positively.

Q. 'Vhat were you doing'there?
Q. Repairing the locks.

Q. Did you·see any particular occurrence between attendants and
patients there that appeared to be cruel or unusual?

A. Nothing much to signify, except one. An attendant in the
lower ward-I do not know what was the trouble-he threatened to
tell Dr. Hay about it; he was not paying any attention, and he shoved
hinI back in the seat and punched him in the ribs. I do not know
that he hurt hinl very much; he did not seem to act as though he
hurt him a great deal, but he intended to make him Jnind~ The at
tendant said he would learn him to th reaten on hinl. That was all
there was of it.

Q. What did he do with him?
A. He sat him back in the seat; he pushed hirn back in the seat

and punched him in the ribs.

Q. And told him he would learn hinl to be reporting on him?
A. Yes, to be telling things on him. I do not know that he hurt

him very nIuch.

Q. Is that all you saw ?~

A. Yes, sir; everything else was _~as well as any body could ex
pect, so far as I could see.

Q. Who was the attendant?
A. I could not say. I did not ask his nallle.

Q. You do not know who the attendant was?
A. I paid no attention to it any nlore than to notice.

Q. 'Vas it a male? .
A. Yes, it was a man.
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Q. About what aged man was the patient?
A. I could not say. He was a middle aged. I should judge from

my recollection at present. I could not say exactly what age.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Can you tell about what time this was?
A. No, I cannot exactly, not now, I could if I was at home.

Q. It was i~ the first ward?
A. Yes, in the first ward, the lower ward. I think it was the

first ward, if I am not mistaken.

Adjourned.

TESTIMONY OF S. A. BUCHTEL.

W~dnesdayEvening, Feb. 21,1882.

S. A. Buchtel sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. What is your age, occupation, and place of residence?
A. My age is twenty-three; I am attending bar at present at

Omaha, Nebraska.

Q. Have you been on duty as an attendant at the Asylum, in the
last two or three years?

A. Ye~, sir.

Q. How long?
A. I was a little over two years.

Q. From what time to what time?
A. I went there)n April, 1880.

Q. 'Vhen did you leave?
A. No-it was in January,1880. I left the last of March, 1882.

Q. What wards were you in?
A. I was on the second ward.
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Q. Were you there as an attendant while Christner was an at-
tendant?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you on the second ward all the tirne you were there?
A. I was with the exception of sOlnetimes I was sent on the first

or third for relief, merely for a couple of hours.

Q. How long were you an attendant with Mr. Christner?
A. Mr. Christner I think came there in October or September, I

think, and he was on the ward with me until I left.

Q. What year do you mean that he came there in?
A. In 1881, I think.

Q. And he remained on that ward until you left?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you left at what time?
A. I left the last day of March, 1882.

Q. You may state, if during the tiIne you were there, you saw an
attendant strike, or kick, or choke, a patient?

A. No, sir; I never did.

Q. Now, you may state what the treatment of Christner, the at
tendant, was towards the patients, during the time you were with
him?

A. I never saw anything out of the way. I thought he was very
kind with the patients. I never saw him misuse any patient.

Q. Did you ever see him strike a patient?
A. I never did.

Q. Or kick one?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or choke one?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, state, during the time you were there, if you ever saw
any attendant strike, kick or choke a patient?

A. No, sir; I never did?

Q. You may state what the treatment as respects kindness and



(329)

gentleness or otherwise of Dr. Mathewson was, and the officers to
wards the patients?

A. They were always very kind.

Q. You were there nearly two years?
A. I was there over two years.

Q. Did you leave or were you discharged?
A. I left.

Q. You left on your own- account?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you served in other hospitals?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. ,\That others?
A. Yankton, Dakota.

Q. How long?
A. I commenced there the first of April, 1882, and remained Ull

til the fourth of September, 1882.

Q. Did you leave of your own accord there, or were you dis
charged?

A. I left of my own accord.

Q. You nlay state how the treatnlent of the patients in this Asy
lum by the officers and attendants compares with the treatment in this
other institutiou for kindness, gentleness, and attention or otherwise?

A. I think they are fully as good or better here than in Yank
ton, Dakota.

Q. While you were there did you go out while the patients went
out to exercise?

A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. You always heard Caristner was a kind hearted man, did you
not?

A. I never heard very much about him. The only tinle I was
with him was the time he was on the ward with me.

Q. How long was he on the ward with you?
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...~. He was on the ward with me, I think it was, in September,
until the following year, the last of March, when I left there. I
think he came there in September.

Q. That is about seven n10nths; during that time you understood
rhinl to be a very kind hearted man?

A. Yes; I never saw anything rud.e about him.

Q. Was not that his reputation that he was a very kind hearted

•
A. I knew nothing about his reputation; that was his c0nduct

while he was ill my presence always.

Q. But you knew nothing of his reputation?
A. No, sir; I did not know his reputation previous to that.

Q. You never saw him kick any body?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear him accused of kicking any body?
..-t. Well, I saw something in the papers, I believe.

Q. You mean in the papers since this investigation commenced?
A. Yes, sir.

~ut before that, did you ever hear of hin1 kicking any body?
..A.. . No, sir; I did not.

Q. Did you ever hear of him hitting any body?
A. ~o, sir.

Q. Then he treated all the patients very kindly, did he not, and
affectionately ?

A. Yes; I never saw hin1 use any harsh words or mistreatment.

Q. Did you ever see any body struck, while you were in the
Asylum?

. A. I never did; no, sir.

Q. Did you ever hear of any body being hit with a brick, while
you were in the Asy1un1?

A. I never did.

Q. Did you ever hear of Palmer being kIcked or hit while you
were there?
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A. I do not know as I renlember the patient Palmer.

Q. Well, did you ever hear of anyone out there thrown on the
;ground?

A. No, sir.

Q. Christner really was a very kind man was he not?
A. I never saw nothing rude about him.

'Q. He was a very kind man was he not? ~

A. Yes, sir.

.Q. Did you know a patient by the nanle of Searle?
A. No, I believe not.

Q. Did you know a patient by the name of Palmer?
A. I remenlber that name, but then as to that patient I do not

know as I can place him. I do not know as I have a distinct recol
lection of hinl, but his name is familiar.

Q. What ward were you on?
A. I was on the second ward.

Q. What is that-a bad ward?
A. It is not the best or the worst-it is the intermediate ward.

Q. You say you never saw Christner kick anybody-did you ever
see anybody strike or kick anybody?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. You never saw anythir.g there at all but what was very mild
and gentle and kind?

A. Well, I never saw no patients abused there.

Q. You never saw an attendant strike back when a patient hit
hinl or anything of that kind?

A. No, sir.

Q. Then according to your statenlent the attendants are all very
nice and kind and even tempered men, are they?

A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Judge Mason:
Q. You may ~tate what if any particular instructions Dr. Mathew

son gave you as to the treatment of the patients?
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A. Well, his rules were to be very kind to them always. His
rules were never to strike a yatient or misuse them in any way.

s. A. BUCHTEL.

TES'fIMONY OF ~J. R. PERKINS.

J. R. Perkins sworn.

Questioned by J nuge ~Iasoll:

Q. What is your name, age, occupation, and residence?
A. My name is J. R. Perkins; my occupation was heating the

building with steam the in furnaees; my age is 48-almost 49; I live
in Omaha.

Q. Have you been on service in the Nebraska Insane Asylum?
A.. I was there to work at the steanl heating apparatus.

Q. How long were you thp.re?
A. I was there about two thirds of the ti..-::e fronl the last day of

July, 1881, to January 16th or 17th, 1882.

Q. What wards of the building were you in?
.A... I was in every ward of the build at different times.

Q. On different occasions?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What were your opportunities for observing, during the time
you were there, the treatnlent of the attendants and officers in charge
of the patients in the Asylunl?

A. Well, I should say that my opportunities were as good as a
man's could be, fronl the silnple fact that I was there at all hours of
the day.

Q. Will you state what the treatnlent of the attendants and offi
cers was to the patients in the Asylum?

A. The treatnlent was uniformly very kind in every departInent
I was ever in.
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Q. Did you ever see while you were there an attendant strike,
kick, or choke a patient?

A. I never did.

Q. You say you were in every ward?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. At different times and on different occasions and different
hours in the day?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were putting in the heating apparatus?
A. I was changing over the heating apparatus.

Q. I will ask you more particularly as to the manner and the
treatment of Dr. Mathewson towards patients, officers, and attend
dants-what it was.

A. He was always very easy and very pleasant in his manners.
I rmnember one time particularly of his coming into the second ward
and two or three of the patients were feeling pretty billious about
something, and he talked to them as a father~would have talked to his
own boy of 18 or 20 years old. He did not appear to show any
violence or make any threats or anything of that kind, but he pacified
them and satified them.

Q. Was that his uniform manner towards them?
A. It was so far as I saw him him in the wards.

Q. Did you see much of him about there?
A. There was hardly ever a day that I did not see him from one

to two or thre~ times, but there might be a day that I did not see him
in the ward at all.

Q. How long have you lived in Omaha?
A. I went there the 18th day of last June.

Q. You have resided there since?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are a man of a family?
.A.. Yes, sir.

Q. Have you ever worked in other Institutions-other Insane
Asylums?
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A. Yes, sir; I worked in the one at Utica, N. Y., and at Elgin,
Ill., and I have been up to the Mt. Pleasant, Iowa-three different
times to that Asylum.

Q. What length of time were you in this institution?
A. I was working in the Utica Asylum for John Carlton for six

weeks, probably three-fourths of the time.

Q. In every ward?
A. In all the wards in the east wing.

Q. And your opportunities in these other institutions for observ
ing the treatment of the patients were about as it was here?

A. Yes, I was in those wards from the basement to the wards.

Q. State to the comluittee how the treatment of these patients by
the officers and attendants compares with these other institutions?

A. Well, if I had to be an inmate of either one of the four, I
should much rather be an inmate of this institution here, for the treat
ment and the food. they gave them and {,heir bedding is looked after
and their personal'wearing apparel.

Q. Did you observe Dr. Mathewson's conduct as to vigilance and
attention towards the patients?

A. He used to turn up at almost any place and any time when
you were looking for him and when you were not.

Q. You mean he was around the institution and looking after the
patients?

A. I would frequently go to the office and want to ask him some
question and would have to hunt him through the building and per
haps find him in.the north side and perhaps in the south side. I fre
quently had to hunt him up.

Q. What was he doing there?
A. He was looking after the patients and talking to the attend

ants and fixing around and getting things in shape.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. Y o~ say that the doctor would turn up when you were not
looking for him?

A. Yes, sir. For instance, I would start up in the second ward
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on the north side, and I would see him on the opposite landing ap
parently going to the opposite ward in the center of the building.

Q. Were you looking for him?
A. A man working around the building would be apt to see what

was going on.

Q. Were you looking for him?
A. No, sir: not particularly.

Q. Then he didn't turn up when you were not looking foJ' him?
A. Not particularly, but ,he was very apt to come in when I was

not looking for him and would not expect him.

Q. Was it your business to expect him where you were?~

A. Sometimes it was and sometimes I would have to go to the
ward and wait for him to come there by agreement.

Q. Do you know where the doctor was during this tinle when he
was not with you? .

A. No, sir. I might go up the landing on the north side and
he would be going on the south side. The landings start and go up
opposite and I would be on the ward and wouldn't notice when he
would come along.

Q. It was not your business to look after him?
A. I was not hired for that purpose. I didn't go there and con

sider myself in duty bound to look after hiln or spend any time that
way.

Q. Why do you say that he turned up?
A. To show that he was all over the building.

Q. Just because he came in when you were not looking for hilU ?
A. I made that statement to show that he was all over the build-

ing anywhere or any place and you might go to do a job some place
and he would be there.

Q. And it was his business to be there all over the building?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And that is what the State pays him for?
A. I suppose so.

Q. And he was not where his duty did not call him?
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A. I don't mean to imply anything of that kind.

Q. The fact is you were just:simply there doing certain work?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. It was not your business to look after Dr. Mathewson?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or to know anything about him?
A. I was not supposed to and had no interest in it.

Q. And when you say that he was not where you were looking
for him, wuat ~you mean to say is that" he was not where you were
looking for him when you were attending to your business?

A. i mean to say that he was coming into the wards at many dif
ferent times, and sometimes he would be wa~ching me to see if I did
my work to suit him.

Q. Did he ever tell you that you did?
A. Yes, sir; and sometimes he told. me that I did not and I

would have to change it.

Q. Whose supervision were you under?
A. Dr. Mathewson'5. To start with, I went there under A. G.

Barnes and began the job for him.

Q. Who subsequently hired you?
A. I afterwards hired ont directly to Dr. Mathewson.

Q. What did you hire out to do ?
A. To change over the steam heating.

Q. Who hired you ?I
A. Dr. Mathewson.

Q. Did you know by what authority he hired you?
A. I didn't ask him, but I supposed because he was the Superin

tendent of the Asylum.

Q. Tell us what occurred?
A. I started out to change it from a high to low pressure appara

tus.

Q. Did the Board of Public Lands and Buildings consult you
about it?

A. No, sir.



(337)

Q. Dr. Mathewson alone did?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What €xpense did it cost to change it from these pressures?
A. That is a question I cannot answer, for this reason: that in

the first place I went there for A. G. Barnes, and as his hired man.
I went up to the capital and met the Board and had a talk about this
job, and they referred me to Dr. Mathewson, and I had been to see
him previous to.that.

A. About what did it cost?

A. That is guess-work. I believe they paid Ml'. Barnes some
where from $650' to $800, or possibly, $900. I don't know that
though.

Q. But if you did the work you would have an idea?
A. Somewhere from $600 to $900.

Q, And Dr. Mathewson ordered you to do all that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q, And you look to nobody else but Dr. Mathewson?
A. No, sir.

Q. You were not an attendant on the ward, or anything of that
kind?

A. I had nothing to do with the patients.

Q. You attended to your business pretty closely?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you didn't have much opportunity to look around and
see if there was good or hard treatment?

A. I couldn't help seeing it sornetimes; the patients would come
along where my work was, and they would tell them to go along and
sit down.

Q. And while you were at your business you didn't have much
opportunity to "inspect the Asylum?

A. I had some, because I was all over it.

Q. But then, I mean to inspect the Asylum?
A. I did as a man naturally would in any place that he was at

22
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work. I noticed that the floor was very clean, b3cluse I was down
on it to work.

Q. Did you notice the treatnlent of the inmates?
A. I did.

Q. Did you notice that none of them were ever struck?
A. I never saw any of them struck or any occasion to strike.

Q. You never happened to see any of thel11 struCK?
A. No, sir.

Q. You wouldn't pretend to swear but what they had been struck?
A. I never swore anything of the kind.

Q. You would not swear that they hadn't been kicked?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or that they hadn't been choked?
A. No, s!r ; nothing of that kind.

Q. You simply swear that while you were at work there, you
did~'t happen to see anything of that kind?

A. No, sir; nothing of that sort.

Q. As a matter of course, your business iuc hanging this heating
apparatus was in the inside of the building?

Q. Yes, sir; some of it, and some of it outside.

Q. Did you always see the patients when they went out to exer
• ?Clse.

A. No, sir; I suppose I saw them fr0111 once to three times a week,.
according to what part of the grounds I was at work at.

Q. You didn't go out to observe?
A. I never did, and couldn't very well. I would frequently see

thenl from once to three tinles a week, because I ,vas laying a pipe to
the boiler-house in a ditch from the Asylum.

Q. When you did see the~, it was just a casual seeing?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You didn't watch them all the time they were out there?
A. No, sir.
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Q. And didn't see what the treatnlent was out there"!
A. I know what it was when I was around.

Q. When you happened to see it.
-,-~. That is all.

Q. And as a matter of course, you would not stop your work at
once there all the time?

A. No, sir.

Q. It would be just a casual glance; what transpired outside of
that you don't pretend to testify ?j

Q. No, sir.

Q. Now you say, once the Doctor came into the ward and talked
as a father would talk. Do you remember you testified that?

A. Yes; as he would talk to one of his own boys, eighteen or
nineteen years old.

Q. How long were you in that ward previous to that tinle, en
gaged in that work?

A. I could not tell you; I might have been there a half an hour
or an hour.

Q. How many days, or months, or weeks, had you been engaged
there?

A. I had been there, I should say, about a lllonth at that time.

Q. When you heard him come in at that time, wa~ that the only
time he talked to the patients in that way?

A. When there was any disturbance. I said they were getting a
little billious over some difficulty, and "I presume that was about a
month after I went there.

Q. That was the only time you ever heard him talk fatherly and
kindly?

A. ·That is the only time in the second ward.

Q. How often did you hear him in the third ward talk fatherly
and kindly to them.

A. I think I heard him on four or five different occasions, and
probably more.
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Q. How long were you acqua!nted with the third ward.
A. I preSUlue I worked in there off and on-it is pretty hard to

tell-four or five days. It was strung out in jobs of from one to three
or four hours.

Q. That is a pretty hard ward?
A. It is pretty lively up there.

Q. How long were you 'engaged in the Asylum in Utica?
A. I was there probably three-fourths of the time for about six

weeks.

Q. What was your business there?
A. I was at work for John Carlton, helping him put in the fur

naces.

Q. You were not an attendant in the Asylum ?
A. No, sir.

Q. You had no other knowledge of the fact in that Asylum, only
what you have gathered.fronl putting in the heating apparatus?

A. I had a friend in there as an attendant on one of the wards.

Q. You had no other acquaintance?
A. Not at that time. That is the first time I was ever in any

thing of the kind. I would be there two or three days, and then
away a few days, just according to the work.

Q. That would be about four weeks you were there, then?
A. Yes, sir; altogether.

Q. How long were you in Elgin?
A. I was there about the same length of time?

Q. About four weeks?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, isn't that a very short time in which to judge of the COll

duct of an institution of that kind.
A. I do not know. If a man is all over a building he is apt to

notice what is going on, and if he couldn't get an idea in four weeks
he never could.

Q. If he was attending to some other business, as you were, if he
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couldn't get it in four weeks, attending to fitting up the pipes, he
couldn't get it all?
A. If he couldn't get it in that length of time, I don't think he
ever could get it.

Q. Did you ever see anybody struck in New York?
Yes, sir; I saw a man pretty badly whipped one day.

Q. Did you ever see anybody else whipped in New York but that
man-I mean a patient?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. How many other cases did you hear of?
A. I didn't hear of any.

Q. How many other cases did you see?
A. I saw a boy caned one day in the hall by Dr. Rose.

Q. He was a patient?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think this institution is a little better managed than
that?,

A. Yes.

Q. And you saw three caned, or whipped, or slapped, in two or
three weeks?

A. I was there longer than that about four weeks.

Q. And this beats that a little?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How long were you in Elgin?
A. I was there about the same length of time-about four weeks.

Q. Did you see anybody hit in Elgin?
A. I saw one man choked when out at exercise.

Q. Is that the only case you ever saw there?
A. That is the oniy one. That was outside of the building, and

I saw the same man choked inside the same day when he came back.

Q. Did you see any other outrages?
A. "No, sir.
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Q. And these two occasions occurred at Elgin, and came under
you~ observation?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And you think this ~ little better managed?
A. Yes, I think so, because I did not see anything wrong.

Q. And you base it on that ground ?
A. Yes, sir; to compare this institution with others.

Q. Didn't you think it was cruel?
A. I did-that one man particularly; I didn't know what he was

choked for; I didn't see that part of it, but I know he was terribly
choked.

Q. Were you working by the day over there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And charged by the day, and was paid by the day, were you?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You did day's work?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. If a man does day's work, and gets paid for it, he hasn't-much
time to look around and see anything else that is going on?

A. If he gets a day's work in ten hours he can't spend much
time.

Q. You don't pretend to be an expert, or to have overseen or no
ticed everything that is going on in the Asylum?

A. N<?, sir.

TESTIMONY OF CAPT. C. N. BAIRD.

Capt. C. N. Baird sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. What are you.,r name, age, and place of residence?
A. C. N. Baird; age, 49; reside in Lincoln, L'lncaster county,

Neb.
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Q. Have you some knowledge of the management of the Insane
Asylum, of Lincoln, Neb.?

A. I have visited that Asylum a great number of times since the
fall of '79.

Q. Some relative of yours was a patient there?
A. Yes, sir, there was.

Q. Have you visited other Asylums?
A. I did in the fall of '79. ~

Q. For what purpose?
~. I wanted to satisfy myself whether I had done the best I could

under the circumstances in selecting this Asylum, and I visited the
Asylum of Jacksonvile, Illinois, the State Asylum, and also the pri
vate Asylum, and I went from there to Batavia, Illinois, and vieited
the Asylum there, and at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa.

Q. How frequently were you a visitor at this Asylum?
A. I visited I should think from two to three or four times a

week for probably two or three months.

Q. You may state for what purpose you visited there.
A. Well, it was to see how my daughter was getting along there,

and what kind of treatment and attention she was having.

Q. Your daughter was in the Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what the treatment by attendants there, as you
observed it, was towards the patients of the Asylum?

A. So far as I observed, it seemed to be kind treatment.

Q. You may state how the treatIuent and general management of
the patients in this Asylum compares with the others that you vis
ited?

A. I cannot COll1pare the treatment, because of the Asylums I
visited I didn't learn much about them, as it was only for a short
time I was at these different places, but I was shown through the
wards of those Asylums, and saw the patients, and the general ap
pearance of the hospital.

Q. How did it compare with this?
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A. I thought from the general appearance that this was prefe~able
to any that I vi::;ited.

Q. Did you visit this Asylum since then-if so, for what pur
pose?

A. I have visited it a number of times since. We have an
Apollo Club here of singers, and the Doctor frequently invites us over
to sing for them ther~ on Sunday afternoons, at theii' chapel exercises
1Ve have been over there several times on such occasions, and I
have visited the Asylum sometilnes on Christnlas eve; and one
time my daughter and I assisted thenl some in preparing Christmas
trees.

Q. You may state to what extent or what the treatm~nt of Dr.
Ma~hewson and the attendants is toward these patients as a general
rule?

A. From all I have observed I think it is very good. The treat
ment was good and kind. It seemed to me they were doing all they .
could for the patients, as far as my knowledge extended.

Q. Through what length of time do your visits to this Institu-
tion for the purpose you have mentioned run?

A. Since about September, '79.

Questioned by Mr. Conner:

Q As I understand you when you visited the Asylum at J ackson
ville, Illinois, and other places-those were short visits, were they?

A. Yes, sir. I hadn't time to stop long at any place. I spent
one day at Jacksonville.

Q. How long at Batavia?
A. I was there about half a day.

Q. That would be a very short time to deterluine the question of
management and control, would it not?

A. Yes; I didn't try to determine that part of it.

Q. You didn't try to determine that at all ?
A. No, sir.

Q. SO really you do not know what the management and control
of this Institution was, do' you?
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A. :N0, sir j I cannot say how they luanaged them or controlled
them. I only formed my opinion from th~ general appearance of the
different hospitals, and the conversation with the Superintendents.

Q. Is it not a fact that your observation of the Nebraska Asylunl
is casual observation, whether it was steady?

A. Well, for awhile, during the time my daughter was t.here, I
nlade it a good deal of a study. I never had prior to that, any Asy
lunl, though, but I made that a nlatter of study, and it was a matter

of deep concern to me.

Q. It is a fact that you occupy a social position here that would
warrant you and your daughter to consideration, is it not?

A. I think we have always had our share of friends here.

Q. Did you exanline into the condition of the lower order of pa
tients, and did you make it a matter of inquiry into the poor and the

friendless who are insane?
A. I did to some extent.

Q. To what extent?
A. Particularly when they had their Christmas trees prepared, I

inquired if provision was always nlade for the poor and those that
had no friends, so that they would be recognized.

Q. That was with reference to the Christnlas tree, was it not?

A. Yes. sir j and also in regard to their clothing.

Q. And somethillgs that are absolutely essential to their comfort?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. But did you luake it a point to inquire into the general treat
ment of that unfortunate class of poor people that might be there
outside of these occasions that you speak of?

A. I frequently inquired about them.

Q. Who did you inquire of?
A. I inquired of Dr. Mathewson, and I think also of Dr. Hay

and Mr. Taylor.

Q. Did you go through the wards to look and see?
A. Yes, sir j I was there through the wards anumbel' of times.
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Q. I mean with reference to looking and inspecting to see if they
were cared for?

A. No, sir; I did not.

Q. When you went through the wards with Dr. Mathewson or
with Dr. Hay?

A. Yes, sir; or some of the officers.

Q. Some official of the Asylum?
A. Yes, sir; I never went into any of the wards alone.

Q. When your daughter was there, as a matter of course, you
had a kind of a supervision of her interests and of her position there,
and were very watchful, were you not?

A. I tried to be.

Q. As any parent would be"?
A. Just as they naturally would.

Q. You felt a great solicitude and watched the matter very closely
so far as your daughter was concerned?

A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit:

Q.. The Doctor never refused to let yon see your daughter?
A. He always provided a way for me to see her, although he

thought it was not wise for me to go in to see her. Sometimes I
looked through a keyhole or he got her in some place where I could
see her.

Q. 'Vhat is your occupation here?
A. I am a farmer. That is I live in to~n but I carryon a farm.

Q.,. At that time you were a government official?
A. Yes, sir; I was receiver in the land office.

Questioned by Senator Conner:

Q. You belong to the Arion Club of singers?
A. No, sir; the Apollo Club.

Q. 'Vhen you went there to sing it was on appointed occasions?
A. The Doctor frequently invited UR to come there, and when we

were to go he would send his team over.
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Q. It is all understood over there when you will come.
A. I presume so.

Q. And then you found everything all right?
A. We didn't visit the wards, or I didn't; we simply went into

the ch~pel and sang for the inmates, or assisted them in singing.

Q. Your knowledge of the conduct of this Asylum is based upon
what you saw under the circumstances uuder which you have testified
here to to-night?

A. Yes, sir; what I saw and in conversation with others.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. You may state it you know whether or not any distinction is
made in the treatment of the patients.

A. I did not know of any.

'Questioned by Mr. Schoenheit:

Q. When you came there the Dr. always nlade some provision for
to see your daughter in some way?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. He never refused you?
A. No, sir.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. You do not know of any distinction made in the treatment?
that is, you don't know it so far as you know?

A. No, sir. •

Q. But you don't pretend to testify but what there was a distinc
tion made to you?

~4-. I don't know whether there was or not. I rather thought
there was not from the proposition that I made to the Dr. when I
took nlY daughter there. I had heard that they were short of assist
.ance, and I suggested to hiln that if he needed any extra help to take
care of her, I would be glad to pay for it and furnish the help.

Q. What did the Dr. say?
A. He said that he preferred to have his own help that he had

there, ~nd experienced help; it would be better than any that I could
send.
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Q. Did you ask for an assistant for your daughter outside of what
he might furnish?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did the Dr. say it was contrary to the rules to have the pa- •
tients have assistance and help especially?

A. I understood hinI so. That is nlY recollection.

Q. He would not allow of it?
A. No, sir.

-Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Did I nlake an observation of this kind-that if I had ever
80 much Inoney, I could not do any better?

..A.. I think the Dr. made such a remark as that or words to that
effect.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. He didn't complain of the Hospital being overcrowded, OF

short of help or anything of that kind?
A. He did at that time. He complained of being crowded, and

they needed Inore room.

TESTIMONY OF J. C. McBRIDE.

J. C. McBride, sworn.

Questioned by Judge ~Iason :

Q. What is your name, age, occupation and place of residence?
A. My name is Joseph C.. McBride--I anl 38 years old, and live

in Lincoln, and am postmaster here at present.

Q. 'Vhat position did you hold in this State, or what official po
sition have you sustained to the Asylum, and from what time to what
time?

A. I was treasurer of the State from January '75 till '79, about
two and a half or three years-I..think three years of that time I was

I ~I
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:a member of the Board of Public Lands and Buildings, and that
Board had control of the State institutions in a large degree.

Q. During that time you may state what your knowledge was
,and means of knowledge of the treatment which the patients in the
Insane Asylum received from the officers and attendants of the Asy
lum?

A. Well, we made frequent visits there; the Board, and individ
ually, for the purpose of determining the condition of these people,
as well as we did at the State Prison, and I believe, so far as I :ce
member, the Board were not at all displeased with the lllanner in
which the prisoners, or inmates of the Asylum were treated. I be
lieve they were satisfied that Dr. Mathewson was treating them hu
manely.

Q. Do you know Mr. Druse?
A. I do know Mr. Druse?

Q. During that time was he Steward of the institution"?
...tt. He was, a portion of it.

Q. You nlay state what you know of any complaint-of his mak
ing any as to the treatnlent of the patients at that time?

A. Well, I don't remember that Mr. Druse ever nlade any com'
plaints. If he did they were of such a character that they didn't im
press me at all.

Q. Have you visited the Asylunl since your official connection
with it ceased ?

A. A very few times.

Q. Did you observe the treatnlent which the patients received?
A. Well, I was a member of the Board. I, have not been there,

I think, more than once or twice since, but during the time I was a
menlber of the Board I took a considerable interest in that, and I
felt a great deal of sympathy for these people and used to be there
frequently, and Mr. Druse is a brother-in-law of nline, and we not
-only visited the Asylum frequently, but often called upon him there.

Q. Well, Mr. Druse was there and you say he was a brother-in
law-can you recall to mind any complaint that he made of the treat
nlent which the inmates of the Asylum received?
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A. I do not.

Q. You say you visited hinl frequently?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were then on friendly ternls?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And during all that time you can recall to nlind no cOll1plaint
that he nlade?

A. No, sir-not as to treatment of the. patients at all-I don't re
call any.

Q. Since that tinle have you heard any of his making?
A. I don't remenlber as I have. It has been a long while ago

and I don't renlember. I know Mr. Druse was not on very good
ternlS with Dr. Mathewson after he left there, and said a great nlany
harsh things about it, but I never paid luuch attention to such things<
as that.

Q. You may state if you have heard hilll make any threats; and
if so, what?

A. Well, I remember several tiIl1es when he said that he would
get him out of there, and that he would not support this or the other
man for Governor unless he would prOlllise to remove the Doctor, or
something of that kind.

By Mr. Connor:

Q. What time did Dr. Mathewson go ill there?
A. I am not positive about that, but I think it was sometillle,.

probably early, in '77 or '76. It was probably sometime in '76.

Q. It was either in '76 or '77 ?
A. I think so. I think Dr. Fuller was superintendent when the

Board was first organized after the new constitution was adopted,.
and soon after that it was changed.

Q. What time did you go out of office?
A. I think I went out in January, '79. I think so.

Q. How often as a Board of Public Lands and BuildingiS did you
visit that Institution?

1>.1
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A. I could not any more than approximate it, because I don't re
member. At the beginning, shortly after the Board organized, and
until we became somewhat fanliliar \vith the Institution, we visited it
pretty often; probably as often as once a week, and while they were
making repairs out there, and such like things as that, we sometimes
visited it twice a week; and as to nlyself, I took rather an active in
terest in the improvements that were nlade. I don't remember as any
special power was delegated to me by the Board, but I remember the
time the water-works were being repaired in one building there, I was
there almo.3t daily for two or three weeks.

Q. That was to inspect and look after the water-works?
A. Yes, sir; at that particular time.

Q. You didn't give much thought to the internallnanagement of
the In~titution at that time?

A. I very seldonl went there without going through sonle part
of the building. Sometimes I would inspect the lower part, the kitch
en, and look through their supplies, and often go through the wards.

Q. Do you renlenlber of ever asking Dr. Mathewson if anybody
was harshly treated ?

....~. No; I certainly never asked hinl such a question as that.

Q. Your observation was just confined to what you saw there, was,
it not?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And not to':any inquiry into the internal nlanagement of it?
A. I generally made inquiry of some character. If I saw a pa-

tient whose actions or condition aroused my curiosity, I asked where'
they were from.

Q. You never asked the Doctor how he was treating thenl?
A. No, sir; I never asked anything about it. I very often went

through when they were being fed, and went through and saw their
food and how it was given to them, and saw the nleat.

Q, Did you ever talk with the attendants and ask if anybody was
abused there?

A. I don't remember that I ever did.

Q. Is it not a fact that the B03.rd went there for the purpose of'
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inspecting the building and improvements that were being made
more than they did the internal management?

A. We took occasion or at least I did and I can only speak of
myself.

Q. I am speaking of the Board and when the Board went there?
A. We went there sometimes as I have said before, to see how

the building was progressing or the improvements or to inspect as to
its cleanliness, safety, and all those matters.

Q. Can you remember a time that you went there as a Board ex
clusively for the purpose of looking after the internal management
of the institution?

A. You will have to elucidate that question a little more in this
respect. I don't understand whether you mean whether we went
there to inquire after the condition of the patients.

Q. Yes, sir.
A. I don't think the Board ever went there especially on that

matter.

Questioned by Judge Mason :

Q. . Did you when you were there look after the condition of the
patients?

A. As I said before I was always 'very curious and when I saw
-anything that attracted illy notice, I was very apt to inquire all about
it, and I do not know but Dr. Mathewson thought I was a little in
quisitive. I usually asked a good many questions as that was all new
matter to me, and I knew nothing about insane people.

Q. Did you ever see anything that required inquiry?
A. I don't recall anything that did now. I think Mrs. Daily,

who was the matron there talked a little' cross once to Dr. Mathewson,
but I don't remember that there was any charge of rough treatment
-of patients ever reported to the Board.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. She talked a little rough about Dr. Mathewson.
A. Yes, they had a little trouble there and they didn't get along

very smoothly together, but she complained that the Dr. didn't treat
her very ni.cely, but I didn't hear any complaint about the patients.
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Q. These inquiries that you made when you were speaking about
having curiosity-they were about where this fellow was from and
what was the matter of him?

A. There were some very peculiar cases there-solne men that
were constantly on the move; some were flopping and slamming
about on their seats, and I would ask if he was ever still, and if he
sits still when he eats, and do you feed him or does he feed hinlself,
and such questions as that.

Q. You, never stopped to see whether he fed himself or whether
they fed him ?

A. Not a particular one, but I have been present in all of the
wards when they ate.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit:

A. You say Mr. Druse said that he would get the Dr. out of his
place; was that for the reason that he was not treating the patients
well?

A. No, sir, I think not. Mr. Drus~ had been discharged. He
had been the steward, and I attributed it more to that than to any
thing else.

Q. Didn't he say at the time that the Dr. treated the patients
badly?

A. I don't think he ever told me that.

Q. Mr. Druse never found fault with the Dr. when he was there
in the Asylum?

A. Frequently, but not in that connection; it was generally some
thing with regard to the management of the farm, or something of
that character; they came in conflict. Mr. Druse thought he as stew
ard ought to have more to say about the farm and the management of
stock, and such things as that, than the Dr. accorded h~m.

Q. Will you swear here that Mr. Druse never told you of bad
treatment of these patients?

A. I say S~, unqualifiedly.

Q. Before or after he left the .A.syIum ?
A. He may since then, but I don't recall it.

Q. Are you sure that he never mentioned bad treatment to you?
23
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A. He certainly never did, or if he had we would have investi
gated it. While I was a luember of the Board, I felt called upon to
do that.

Q. When you went over there singing was it not generally un
derstood that you were to be there at that certain time?

A. I never went there singing; I am not a singer.

Q. Was not the time fixed when you were to go there?
~. Very seldom, indeed.

Q. How luuch of the tinle ?
A. I don't remember as there was ever-there were a few times

that the Board rnet there by agreeluent, and sometimes we would ad
journ at a certain date to nleet the next day at a certain hour-per
haps at 3 o'clock.

Q. No special appointment was made with the Board and the Dr.
when you were to COlue there?

A. Sometimes I say there was.

Q. I ask you now how much of the time?
A. I could not remember that. I should think probably as many

as a dozen times the Board met over there when they knew we were
coming.

Q. And you had some fine treatment when you were there-as
dinners, and so on?

A. Dr. Mathewson treats everybody well that goes to the Asylum.
He always treated the Board very well. I assure you of that.

Q. His situation depended upon your good will ?
A. No, sir; I think in a manner probably it did, but he was not

dependent upon the Board at all for his position. He was appointed
by the Governor.

Q. Did the Gov. belong to the Board?
A. No, sir.

Q. Was the Gov. with you when you went there generally?
A. I don't renlenlber that he was, but he 111ight have been on one

or two occasions. I think probably he was on one or two occasions.
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Q. How often while you were in that position did you visit tl:e
Asylum?

A. That 1 could not tell you. I visited there very often person
ally, and the Board also visited quite often. I don't remember how
often, but I should think on an average probably once or twice a
month.

Q. You are a particular friend towards the Dr.?
A. I cannot say that I was. I am friendly towards the Dr. He

and I have always been reasonably good friends, but I didn't always
agree with him in some things that were done about the Asylum, and
I think the Dr. will bear me out in that.-that we didn't always
agree. I never knew hinl until he came here.

Q. In what did that disagreement consist?
A. In various matters-that is at least in several. I thought

there ought to be a Matron there, and the Dr. thought they didn't
need it, and we: used to talk over it frequently, and a good many
other little things.

Q. Do you remember of Mrs. Daily being there?
A. Oh, yes, sir, very well.

Q. Was there any Matron there after her-after she was dis
charged?

A. My recollection was that there was while I was on the Board.
Still I am not positive about that.

I

Q. Then there was no Matron there after Mrs. Daily left?
A. She was not discharged as I understand, but she resigned and

there was none appointed.

Q. Do you renlember the reason l:ihe resigned?
A. I do not.

Q. There was no Matron appointed after that?
A. Not that I remember of. I think she only left there a few

months probably before my term of office expired, so that I have no
recollection about that, but my recollection is that the position was va
cant at the time that I went out of office.

Q. Didn't you thInk it was entirely proper to have a Matron?
A. I did.

,
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Q.~. What do you mean by a Matron-explain?
A. Well, the Matron of the institution was in a nl~nner a mother

to the people there.

A. And had general supervision?
A. Over the female portion of it more particularly, and looked

after the patients' clothing, and kept it in repair, und the washing,
and all their little wants, and I thought it was necessary te have
sonlebody, and always thought so.

Q. Since that time it was only the fenlale attendants?
A. I do not know how it has been since then.

Q. Was the nlatron entirely dependent for her situation 011 the
Doctor?

A. I am not quite clear on that. I do not know as she was and
still she may have been. I think the Governor appoints the matron
and the steward. I know he did the steward and I think he did the
lnatron.

A. You have no knowledge why there was other nlatron ap
pointed there?

A. No, sir; I do not recall. There may have been one appointed,
but I do not know that there was.

A. According to your opinion there ought to be a matron about
such an institution?

A. I do. I am very firmly iInpressed with that idea.

MISS SARAH GILMORE, recalled.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. I wish to ask you in reference to Mary Bubb-the patient
that it was said I choked. Do you remember that night I came up
and helped you getting her to bed?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You and Mary Byers w~s both preseu't?
.A.. Yes, sir, we were.
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Q. You called on me, I believe?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What was the occasion of your calling on me}
A. Because she refused to undress to go to bed.

Q. Why didn't you go in and undress her?
A. Well, we were afraid to.

Q. What..happened there after we came up·?
A. You told her to undress and she wouldn't do it, and you put

your hand under her chin and laid her head back ,and:placed your
hand on her mouth, but you did not choke her.

Q. You are sure of that?
A. I was there.

Q. Who took off her shoes?
A. I believe Miss Byers took them off.

Q. Then what did I do after the shoes were off?
A. You retired from the roOIU and we had her undressed?

Q. I was outside the room?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did I wait there?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. U nti! you brought the clothes out?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Then what did I do?
A. I believe you left the hall.

Q. I want to ask you whether my wife gave any special attention
to Mrs. Kaufman during her last sickness?

A. Yes, sir, she did. She came in frequently to see her and
brought food into her and fed her.

Q. How frequently did she come in?
A. She came in as much as three or four times a day when she

was in her last illness?

Q. Did she give special attention to her case?
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A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit :

Q. In what position was the WOlnan when he quieted her-when
he put his hand on her mouth?

A. She was on the floor.

Q. Where was' the Dr. standing?
A. He was standing just back of her.

Q. Behind her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Now, where was Miss Byers standing?
A. She was standing at her feet, I believe.

Q.
A.

there.

Q. Were you not close to the Dr. or beside the Dr?
A. I was not behind the Dr; no, sir.

Q. What position did you stand there?
A. I was probably standing at her side.

Q. Did you hold the patient's hand or touch her anywhere as the
Dr. was managing her?

..A.. No, sir, I don't think I did.

Q. Show where he had his hands, particularly of the patient you
say he had his hands over her mouth?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Show us how it was done?
A. He simply placed his hand over her mouth.

Q. Are you sure he had his hand on her throat?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You are sure of that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. You were quite close to it?
A. Yes, :sir.
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Q. And Miss Byers was there too?
A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Is she a vulgar talking patient?
A. She was.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit :

Q. Are you sure that he had not his hand at her throat at all?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did Mary Byers hold the patient':-; hands?
A. I don't remember that she did. I don't think she did.

Q. You are not positive where you were standing?
A. No, sir, I am not.

Q. You don't remember anything positively except the position
of the Dr's hand over the patient's mouth, do you?

A. That was. all he did.

Q. That part you remember distinctly?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. But as to the actual facts, you cannot tell particularly?
A. No, sir.

Q. Now, what position do you hold in that Hospital?
A. I am an attendant.

Q. Your position depends on Dr. Mathewson?
A. I presume it does?

Q. And he has the power to discharge you if he has a mind to?
..A.. Certainly.

Q. How long have you been there?
A. I have been there almost eleven months.

Q. Did you see Miss Byers there within a week or two?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you speak to her at that time?
A,. I simply passed the time of day with her.
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Q. Was the Dr. there when you saw her?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you see the Doctor prevent her from speaking to you
or saying anything to her?

A. Well, no. I do not believe he prevented her from speak
ing to me.

Q. Didn't he tell her to leave the place?
A. I think he did.

Q. Have you any reason, to believe why he did that, or any
means of knowing?

A. No, sir.

WILL. H. GREEN-re-called.

Questioned by Dr. Mathewson:

Q. Has there ever an attendant asked you to hold a patient,
so that they might whip her?

A. Yes, sir. •

Q~uestioned by Judge Mason:

Q. You may state what occurred between you and Miss Byers
while she was an attendant-while she \vas in discharge of her
duty at the Asyluln, relating to one Mrs. Bubb, a patient?

Senator Schoenhite objected, because it is improper, for the
reason that Miss Byers, when she testified, had not had her atten
tion called to that fact, and had no opportunity to explain.

A. I was working in the dining room in the 2d female ward,
painting, and Miss Byers came to me two, if not lllore, different
times, asking if I would not hol<1 this patient that was locked in
her room while she whipped her. She said that she had slapped
her and pulled her hair, and she had called on Dr. Mathewson
for assistance, and he came and put her into her room and let
her remain. I asked why she did not slap her back; she re
marked, " I am not ready to leave just now; if I should hit her,
the Doctor would dismiss me, for he dismissed an attendant on
the 3d ward for slapping a patient a few weeks before," and I
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told her I was not hired to hoI d patients, and I desired her to go
to Dr. Mathewson if her partner could not assi.st her.

Q. Did she give any reason why she didn't go to Dr. Mathew
son to complain?

A. Yes, sir; because the Superintendent told her, if she
needed any assistance, to call on him in regard to this patient.

Q. Did she say why she did not call on him?
A. Because she knew he would not come.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. Where were you when she came after you?
A. I was in the dining room.

Q. What were you doing?
A. Painting.

Q. Where was this ward from the dining room?
A. The dining room is on the west of the ward as you enter

of all the wards in the house. The first door is the dining room
door.

Q. You had never done anything of that kind in the Asylum,
had you?

A. No, sir.

Q. You had never presumed to lay your hand on a patient
before?

A. No, sir.

Q. It was understood all over the Asylum, was it not, that
you was there as a painter and not as an attendant?

A. Certainly.

Q. Miss Byers understood that, did'nt she?
A. Yes, sir, she did.

Q. And still she came to you, a painter, outside of your bus
iness there, and asked you to take hold of this patient and hold
her until she whipped her?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you swear to that?
A. I do.
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Q. Who else was present there?
A. A lady who' ,vas just on the witness stand.

Q. Did the lady that "ras on the witness stand hear what was
said?

A. Yes, sir; she was standing in my presence when she
asked me. She asked me if I would not hold the patient while
she whipped her, or pounded her.

Q. You would have to leave your work to do that?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How far?
A. I think three or four rooms down the hall.

Q. She said to hold her while she whipped her or pounded
her.

A. Pounded her was the remark, I think, she rnade.

Q. Did you ever report that to Dr. Mathewson?
A. No, sir.

Q. Did you ever say anything about it ?
A. Never; I never paid any attention to it-it is out of my

line of business.

Q. I cannot understand why she should come to you, if it was
out of your line of businesl!;?

A. She wanted me to hold her so that she could pound her;
she thought that the Superintendent would not know it, and she
said the Doctor would dismiss me, for he dismissed an attendant
on the same ward a few weeks before for striking a patient. She
said that the patient had hit her and pulled her hair, and she
could not do anything with her because she was a very robust
wonlan, and I doubt if I can handle her.

Q. But you did'nt want the opportunity?
A. No, sir.

Q. You would have called that an act of cruelty if the atten
dant pounded her?

A. Certainly I would.
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Q. Then you thought she was a cruel attendant, did'nt you?
A. No.

Q. To want to do that-to pound her-would'nt you consider
her a cruel attendant?

A. Not under all of the circumstances.

Q. And under these circun1stances?
A. I would not consider it cruel if she had hit her back, after

she had pulled her hair.

Q You would have considered it cruel if she hit her after she'
came to you?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. She was a cruel attendant?
A. She was not considered so. This was the only instance I

ever saw.

Q. In that instance she was cruel?
A. Undoubtedly she was.

Q. How long did she remain there after that?
A. I think two days after that, and the Doctor removed her

to the npper ward, and she said how long will I remain there,
and he said as long as you would like to stay.

Q. Did you stop to listen?
A. No, sir; I went right on, and he said I would like to have

you go up stairs. She remarked in the same breath for how
long, and he said as long as she wanted to stay there, and he
unlocked the door and let me in.

Questioned by Senator Schoenhite:

Q. Was Miss Gilmore there, and heard this conversation?
A. She heard her ask nle to come in and hold her.

Q. She heard it asked?
A. She heard the attendant ask llle.

Q. What did Miss Gihnore say at the time Miss Byers asked
you to hold the patient so that she could pound her?

A. She made no answer at all. Her a'ttention was called in
the hall.
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Q. Didn't Miss Gillmore laugh at the time?
A. She smiled, yes.

Q. You are an unmarried man?
A. No, sir; I arp. a married man.

Q. Did ~Iiss Byers know that fact?
A. I presume so; she ought to. I had not told her.

Q. Didn't she tell her in joke about that woman?
A. She was in earnest-dead earnest. If she ever was earn

·est, she was earnest then, because she was half mad.

Q. You were in earnest too?
A. I certainly was when I told her Dr. Mathewson at-

tend to that, or that I was not hired for that purpose.

Q. You were half mad ?
A. No, sir, I was not out of humor.

Q. You was not in humor? .
A. It did not have any particular effect on my feelings ask

ing me that, because I knew it was not any of my business.

.M:rss SARAH GrLMoRE-re-called.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Did you hear this conversation just testified to ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did he state it substantially as you heard it?
• A. Yes, sir; as I heard it.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit :

Q. Did you ever tell the Dr. about this?
A. No, sir, I did not.

Q. Did you ever report.l\tliss Byers at the tilne for talking
that way?

A. No, sir.

Q. Did Miss Byers tell the whole thing in a joke?
A. No, sir, I am confident she ,vas in earnest.
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Q. Did she not take that opportunity simply to talk to that
,young man, and make an opportunity to get talking to the young
man? You never made any report to the Dr.?

A. No, sir.

Q. You do not think it was a cruel idea to mako such a pro-
position to the painter?

A. I think it would have been very cruel.

Q. The idea of itself was cruel, was it not?
A. I think it was.

Q. Don't yOll think a person would hardly be fit to be around
.a Lunatic Asylum who had such ideas?

A. I think not.

DR. J. T. HAY SWORN.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. Could these cases of injury and personal cruelty which
have been testified to have occurred at the Asylum and you not
have known of the injuries and the fact?

A. Do you refer to any particular?

Q. I refer to all these cases of injury which have been tosti
fied to ?

A. It would be impossible for a patient to be bruised except
very slightly without it coming to our knowledge.

Q. When you say our knowledge what do you mean?
A. I mean my own and Dr. Mathewson's.

Q. It would be impossible to get bruised except very slightly
'without your having knowledge of it?

A. Yes, sir.

Questioned by Senator Schoenheit :

Q. Can cruelty exist in the Lunatic Asylum without wounds
and bruises?
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A. O! I think it might to a certain extent. A person could
be choked without leaving any marks.

Q. And common insult in language and action?
A. Yes.

Q. I mean treatment-that is, I mean without wounds and
bruises?

A. It might occur occasionally perhaps, but not very often.

Questioned by Senator Connor:

Q. Now you say that a prisoner could not be bruised without
your knowing it ?

A. Not any severe bruises.

Q. Did you always go to see them undress and examine them
personalty in reference to bruises?

A. I often do.

Q. I ask you if you always do ?
A. I did not examine thern every day except about the face.

A. Might not they have bruises about the body and you not
know it?

A. O! just slight bruises.

Q. Might not they have severe bruises?
A. No, sir, because they would complain to me, and I strip

them.

Q. Do you always undress them and look to see?
A. If they complain, I do.

Q. And they might have bruises and yon not know it ?'
A. Certainly-slight bruises.

Adjourned.
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TESTIMONY OF ROBERT HOOKER.

Robert Hooker (:Hvorn :

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. What is your name, age, and place of residence?
A. My name is Robert Hooker, age 48, and occupation a

plumber.

Q. State if you have been about the Asylum at Lincoln, Ne-
braska ?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. For how long?
.L~. I worked at the Asylum perhaps altogether may be eight

or nine months; but fronl the 1st of November last to the 1st of
April I "vas there all the time, and have been employed casually
-as a week and two weeks or so at a time..

Q. In the various wards?
A. In every ward; in every place.

Q. Have you observed the treatment of the attendants and
officers towards the patients?

A. I have.

Q. Will you state your means of observation, and then state
what the treatment is-whether it is kind, mild, and firm, or
domineering, and severe and cruel?

A. According to my opinion, the patients are well treated.
They are well fed, and cleanliness is most strictly attended to, and
I have seen a great number of humane acts; I may say, on the
part of the officers especially, and some of the attendants. I
have never seen but one case in any way pertaining to any vio
lence at all during ~he \vhole time I have been there.

Q. What was that?
A. It ,vas a young man who was in the habit of making his

escape, and very often when escaping he came into the engine
house where I 'yas employed, and on this date-I cannot swear



(368)

to the date, but it must have been cold because he came in to
warm his hands, and one of the attendants came in and took hold
of him by the hands and pushed him to the door, and he turned
around and the attendant seized hold by the handkerchief and
pushed him against the wall. I thought at the time that was
a little rougher than it need to be, and I told him to leave him
alone, and whether his attention was taken by what I said or not,
but the patient let out at him and gave hi m two pretty good
straight blows.

Q. Did the attendant strike back?
A. No, sir; he did not.

Q. And the patient struck two pretty good straight blows?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the attendant pushed him against the wall and then
the patient struck him?

A. Yes, sir; that is the only actual case.

Q. How long have you been there?
A. About eight months altogether; the eight months last

past.

Q. You have worked in every ward?
A. Yes, sir; and every place in the house.

Q. Your nleans of observing their treatment when out for
exercise-what was that?

A. I had'nt much oportunity to observe. My work was
chiefly inside.

Q. Have you worked in other insane asylums?
A. I have; nlany of them in England, that is, you must un

derstand the institutions are differently classed there to what this
is. You probably would'nt find a parallel to this in the old
country, hecause they are more divided up but 8imilar institu
tions to this. The idiots are placed by themselves, and the Iun
atics, unless very crazy, are kept in the poor houses there.

Q. State how the treatment here is in regard to kindness and
gentility compared with those other institutions in which you
have worked-on the part of the attendants? .
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A. When we consider :the treatment of the patients, it is
quite on a par with any I have seen. The food certainly is vastly
better than it was in England, in such institutions. The clothing
I do not think. is quite so good, but so far as the sanifany welfare
is concerned, it is more strictly observed here than any place I
ever saw, considering the means that they have.

Q. In other institutions they have about two attendants to
three patients?

A. In some of them they are very numerous, in what we
call the mad houses or bedlam.

By Senator Schoenheit:

Q. What 'was your business there?
A. A plumber, .and I assisted in the engine house last winter

and did plumbing work some.

Q. You have been there about eight months?
A. Eight months in all.

Q. Were you staying there all the time?
A. From the 1st of November to the 1st of April, I was there

all the time.

Q. That was a year ago?
A. A year ago in November until the 1st or 4th of April.

Q. You have not been there since?
A. Yes, sir; several times for a few days and sometimes a

week at a time.

Q. But at that time you stayed there all the time and were
there continually?

A. Yes, sir.

By Senator Rogers:

Q. Did you ever hear it talked among the attendants or
those about there, of any ill usage of the patients?

A. I cannot say that I have. I cannot swear that I have.
By Senator Schoenheit:

Q. Were you around the fe male ward to know what was go
ing on there?

24
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A. Yes, sir; every hour in the day I was through some of the
,vards. I ,vas called most constantly.

Q. You, did'nt see anything of any kind except the case you
have stated?

A. No, sir.

Q. Were you up l1i~hts any time?
A. Yes, sir; all winter I was up at three o'clock, at half-past

three and four o'clock in the nlorning.

Q. Did you see Dr. Mathewson around nights?
A. Yes, many times, and I saw the Doctor through there

mornings at four o'clock all over the house and in the engine
house and all around.

Q. There could not hardly anything occur between the at
tendants and the patients but what lie saw?

A. It ,vould not be for want of looking if he did not see it.

Q. If anything Qccurred that 'was irregular he must haye
seen it?

A. I think so.

Q. He was generally there when the patien ts marched out?
A. That never came under my observation.

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM ASHTON.

;Examined hy J udge ~1ason :

Q. vV at is your name, age, occupation, and place of resi
dence?

A. My name is Willialu Ashton, a plumber and gas fitter,
age forty-eight, and residence Lincoln.

Q. Have you been about the Insane Asylum some?
A. Yes, I have been there since Dr. Mathewson has been

there about six 1110nths.

Q. Off and on or at one tin1e.?
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A. Off and on. I was there probably three months at une
time.

Q. At what time was that?
A. That was in the spring of 1880; I think about three years

ago this tilne.

Q. Working in the wards?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In the various wards of the Institution?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Did you have the nleans of observing the treatment of
the patients by the attendants?

A. Yes, I had tlJe means of seeing anything that "Tas going
on.

Q. And the treatment of the officers to the p~tients ?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. State what that treatment was which you saw, whether it
was firnl and kind, or whether is was cruel or rough?

A. I did not see anything vvhile I was there but what was
kind and as I thought nothing rnore than reasonahle.

Q. Did you see during that time an attendant strike a patient
with a doubled fist?

A. No, sir I do not remenlber.

Q. Or kick them?
A. One kicked TIle one day pretty hard.

Q. An attendant or patient?
A. A patient.

Q. But did you see any patient kicked by an attendant?
A. No, sir, I did not see anything worse than just pushing or pull-

ing them to take a seat, or something of that kind.

Q. Or to their rooms?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you say the treatnlent of the officers and attendants
is to patients as you observed it? Kind and gentle or cruel and sevrre "?
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A. I did not see anything that was out of the way. I did not see
any cruelty on the part of the officers while I was there.

Q. You were there three months at one time and your other three
months is made up of off and on ti.mes?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the other tilnes was what?
A. It was lllade up of a few days at a tinle.

Q. And. during these few days at a time you were in each ward?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. This six months covers what length of time-from what time,
to what tillle?

A. I do not hardly remember that.

Q. Two years or eighteen months?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were you there when Mr. Lawson was there?
A.' Mr. Lawson, a patient? Yes, sir.

Q. I believe some witness swore that Mr. Lawson helped you put
up the gas works?

A. Mr. Law~on, a brother of this patient.

Q. You remember the patient Lawson?
1\... Yes, sir.

Q. State if you ever saw any cruel treatment towards him and
what the talk was around the wards?

A. No, I did not see anything cruel towards him. They seemed
to be a little afraid of him in some way. He seemed to be a strong,
powerful man and he seemed to be of an ugly disposition, and I
thoughfprobably it was because he did not know any better.

Q. And the attendants seemed to be afraid of him?
A. Yes, they seemed to think he was the worst case they had

there.

Q. You were there how long while he was there?
A. I think probably I was there three months while he was there.

] n the three months I was in the female wards and part of the time
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I was in the male wards and and of course it would not be three
months that I would see him. I was there three months but I did
not see him more than probably two or three weeks.

Q. I understand you to say you were in every ward while you
were there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. You put in the plumbing in the building?
A. Yes, sir. .

By Senator Schoenheit :

Q. You say you did not see any cruel treatment?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or anything that was out of the way?
A. No, sir.

Q. You were there from what time?
A. About three years ago, about this time.

Q. Were you there continually during that time or off and on?
A. I was there three months steady and before that I was there

two weeks at one time and a few days at a time perhaps.

Q. What time were you there after that?
A. That was the last time I was there.

Q. Three years ago?
A. Yes, this spring three years ago.

Q. You do not pretend to swear that some cruelty might not have
been exercised there without your seeing it?

A. There might have been something that I could not see, but I
was around the wards most of the time passing back and forth from
one story to another putting up pipes, and I had to go up to the next
story to get pipes connected and it kept me going nlore or less all the
time.
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TESTIMONY OF MRS. MARY MCCURDY.

~1r8. ~Iar.y McCurdy, sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason.

Q. Are you an attendant at the Asylum?
A. No, sir; I have charge of the sewing department.

Q. Have you been in other Asylunls?
A. Yes, sir, the Oshkosh Asylum.

Q. How long were' you there?
A. Eight nlonth~.

Q. Did you observe or have you the nleans of observing the treat-
nlent of the patients there?

A. The first three nlollths I had.

Q. And here?

..to Yes, sir.

Q. You may state what the treatnlent of these patients here is by
the attendants and officers?

A. I have seen nothing but kindness and gentleness.

Q. How does it compare with those other institutions that you
have been in ?

A. It compares well.

Q. And favorably?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you know Mr. Nelson?
A. I do.

Q. You may now state if you had a. conversation with Mr. N el
son about Dr. Mathewson in the Insane Asylunl, and if so, state what
he said.

A. It was ~wo weeks ago Sunday.

Senator Schoenheit:
I object to that because ~Ir. Nelson's attention was not called prop

erly that point.
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A. He said he had been a spy in the institution the last year, and
Mr. Hollenbeck had been his ally for six months. That Dr. 1Vlath
eWSon had treated hinl like a dog and he nlust get out of here.

Q. Who did he mean by he-that he must get out of here?
A. Dr. Mathewsoil. .

Q. When was this conversation?
A. Two weeks ago Sunday.

Q. Whereabouts?
A. In the sf-wing room.

By Senator Schoenheit:

Q. How long were you there at the Asylum?
A. It will be four months the 1st day of ~larch.

Q. You swear here that you have not seen anything that was
out of order or bad treatnlent either by the officers or attendants?

A. I never have.

TESTIMONY OF W. B. YOUNG.

W. B. Young sworn:

Q. By Senator Rogers:

Q. What is your occupation?
A. Attendant.

Q. That would make your residence at the Asylum?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. What do you know pertaining to this matter that we are
investigating as to treatment of prisoners there? Was it barbar
ous, and rough, or unusual treatment in any way?

A. So far as I have seen it is good.

By Dr. Mathewson:

Q. What institutions have you been employed in ?
A. I have been in the Michigan Asylum, at Kalamazoo.
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Q. Compared with the Michigan Asylum, how is the treat-
ment of the patients here?

A. Just as good, and in some respects it is better.

Q. In what respects?
A. The officers I think show th~ patients more respect.

Q. Have you seen any abuse of the patients since you have
been here?

A. 'No, sir, I have not:

Q. How long were you in that Asylum?
A. I was there nineteen months.

Q. In what capacity?
A. Attendant.

Q. And you are on duty here now?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. In which ward?
A. I have been on the third ward, and I am on the second

ward now.

Q. And you have been on what other ward?
A. The first ward.

Q. You have been on the three wards?
A. Yes, sir.

Q. How is it as to the treatment of the attendants towards
the patients on all of those wards?

A. So far as I have seen it is good.

Q. How long have you been an attendant in this Asylum?
A. I came the 29th of December I think it was.

By Senator Rogers:

Q. In the treatment of violent patients, would you consider
it abuse if they were kicked or struck or unnecessarily thrown
to the ground, or if any efforts were used more "than to restrain
and place them where they should be in their wards?

A. Yes, sir. '
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Q. You would consider it abuse if any other treatment was
given?

A. Yes, sir, any unnecessary force.

Q. You know of none having been used by the attendants?
A. ~o, sir.

TESTIMONY OF G. M. BARTLETT.

G. M. BartleU sworn.

Questioned by Judge Mason:

Q. What is your name, age, occupation, and place of resi
dence?

A. My name is-I write it G. M. Bartlett; my age is 52; my
occupation is clerk in the State Treasurer's office; I live in the
city of Lincoln.

Q. What official relation did you sustain formerly to the In
sane Asylum, and fronl what time to what time did you sustain
that relation?

A. I was a member of the Board of Public Lands and Build
ings created by the.new constitution, from January 1879 to Jan
uary 1883.

Q. Did you inform yourself or were you informed of the
treatment of the inmates and patients of the Insane Asylum by
the attendants?

A. During my visits there I never saw anything that led me
to think there was any cruelty there. I never heard of any com
plaint to the Board. My recollection IS that there never was any
complaint made to the Board of cruelty at the Asylum during
my time on the Board.

Q. How frequently did you visit the Institution?
A. That is a little hard to tell. I had considerable to do there.

We have built two additions to the building since I have been a
member of the Board, and one is not quite finished yet, and dur-
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ing that tinle we have had to be there off and on as the work
needed on the building, and always while we were there, we took
pains to look the institution through.

Q. When you say looked it through, did you look it through
for the purpose of ascertaining the treatnlent which the patients
received from the attendants, and how their various 'duties were
discharged?

A. I know we went out one time-there was a discharged pa
tient, or one that I called discharged, that had left·-the institution,
and he came to me and complained to the Board that they did
not have anything to eat, and that they had not had any butter!
believe he said for three months. That is my recollection, but I
may be mistaken as to the length of time. The same day the
Board went out to the institution. Of course we did not make
known what our business was and we· looked the provision busi
ness over pretty thoroughly, and intervie"wed the cook and inter
viewed the attendants, and particularly as to what they did have to
eat during the last thirty days, and we found that during one
week of that time there was a scarcity of butter, and he had laid
particular stres:; that they had no butter. My recollection is that
one week butter was scarce to get, and they did not have any
surplus, but otherwise, from anything we could learn, they had
their usual allowance, and from anything ,ve could see, they were
well fed. We went through the pantry and nlilk room, and
through the cellar and Uleat room, and found that they had a
good supply of anything that was wholesome and good, and we
went back satisfied that they had enough to eat.

Q. How as to inquiry of the treatment which the patients re
ceived at the hands of the attendants and officers?

A. My observation always was, and nlY convictions were,
from anything that I have ever seen there, that they are well
treated.

Q. Did you ever hear anything of the control?
A. I never have heard any complaint to the Board or anything

tbat ever led me to think that it was necessary to investigate.



" .~.

(379)

Questioned by Senator Connor.

Q. Generally when you went there it ,vas for the purpose of
examining the matter of construction or improvelnents that were
going on?

A. Not always; no, sir.

Q. I say generally?
A. No, not generally.

Q. Then what did you generally go for?
A. We went with the view to look at the building outside

and inside, or anything that needed to be seen to.

Q. Do you remenlber any occasion when you went for the
purpose of seeing whether the inmates were treated properly or
not?

A. We have been there frequently to look the thing over to
see if we were satisfied that everything was in good shape. We
never went there to v,iew if we could see anybody with a black
~ye, or broken leg, or a broken rib.

Q. I ask you if you ever went there as a Board especially to
:see if the patients were mistreated?

A. We have been there to see how they were treated.

Q. Did you ever go there when you started with the idea of
in~uiring whether ttle inmates were mistreated?

A. We never -did.

Q. Now you say you never went to see if they had a black
eye or not-did you ever hear that anybody had a black eye or
was mistreated?

A. I have seen sllch accounts in the papers. No, I do not
know that I ever saw anybody have a black eye.

Q. What did you see in the papers?
A. I could not state just now what.

Q. Su bstantially what?
A. I have occasionally seen in some of the Lincoln papers

that there was sonlething wrong at the Asylum.
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Q. What paver?
A. I could not state now.

Q. About when?
A. I could not tell you that.

Q. Did you called the attention of the Board to it?
A. We have talked it over.

Q I ask you if you called the attention of the Board to the
fact that you had seen those notices?

A. Perhaps the Board had called my attention.

Q. I ask you if you called the attention of the Board to it?
A. I perhaps may. I do not reme.mber now as I did.

Q. You cannot reluember the paper and you can not remeOl
ber the special charge, can you?

A. I could not give it now.

Q. Can you remember that when you saw those .notices in
the paper that you called the Board together, and went over and
examined into the charges made in those papers?

A. I do not know that we ever went there expressly to
examine anything that we had seen in the papers. We
have been there with the express purpose of looking the in
stitution through in regard to whether they had enough to eat,
and whether they had good beds to sleepin, and whether they
had sufficient water in the wards in case of fire, and whether
they had sufficient attendants, and in a .general way for their
comfort.

Q. When you saw these notices in the papers did you not
think it was direct notice to the Board of Public Lands and
Buildings, of which you were a member?

A. It might have been a notice.

Q. Your visits then to look at the Asylum were to look after
the bedding and food, and the general treatment in that line?

A. To a certain extent it was. That was not the only
business.

Q. And it is to look at the building and its surroundings
there?

~~
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A. You of course will understand that a Board has a great
many things to look after at such an Institution. I think the
Board took particular pains, so far as I can remember, to look "
the Institution over carefully and see if they were satisfied with
the looks of things generally, as to cleanliness and the general
appearance of things, and from my knowledge there never was
any dissatisfaction on the Board, .or that I ever found any.

Q. Did you inquire when you went over there if anybody was
kicked?

A. I never did.

Q- Or if anybody was hit?
A. I never did.

Q. Or if anybody was maltreated?
A. No, sir.

Q. You simply would go through there to see in a general
way that it looked all right to the eye?

A. I have talked with the patients occasionally when I have
been there if they ever had any trouble with the men, and I have
frequently said to them that where th&e are" so many men, they
would be likely to ~et into fights sometimes, and such conversa
tion as that.

. Q. Is it not a fact that you have heard rumors for years, ever
since shortly after Dr. Mathewson took charge of the Insane Asy
lum-is it not a fact that you have heard rumors of bad treat
ment to the insane?

A. Well, there have been such rumors ever since the Asylum
was started, more or less.

Q. Has there not been ever sinc~ Dr. Mathewson took charg-e
of it or shortly after?

A. There has been, I suppose, some fault found; I do not
deny it.

Q. Do you remember of ever hearing any specific charges
made?

A. No, sir.

Q. That a. patient was treated bad in this or that respect?
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A. I never have; no, sir.

Q. FrOln whom did you hear those runlors?
A. I could not state. I do not pretend to say that I have

heard any specific charges of t3evere cruelty at the Asylum since
Dr. Mathewson was there.

Q. Or of cruelty ?
A. No, sir.

Q. Or neglect?
A. No, sir.

Q. Do you pretent to say that you have not heard I such
charges?

A. Nothing that I counted from any source that was reliablE:.

Q. Anything that put you on the alert or led you to investi
gate and inquire whether these things might or might not be so?

A. I suppose they have stimulated the Board to look more
carefully over there. That ,vould be the natural result and na
tural consequence.

Q. But if you had no rBliance in them, why ,vould it stinlulate
you? .

A. I nlean that if I saw the piece in the paper, I 'would not
Inake up nlY mind it was so, but after going out there and look.
ing tbe thing over, a man would naturally make up his mind
about ho,v much reliance could be placed in some such thing. I
never saw anything in the Asylum while I was a member of the
Board that led me to think that there was any neglect there
or any cruelty to the patients.

Q. In your office did you h.ear of the cruel treatment-what
is alleged as cruel treatnlent of Searle?

A. I did not.

Q. You never heard of that, did you?
. A. I do not recollect it now.

Q. Did you ever hear of a man being hit in the butt of the
ear with a brickbat?

A. Not until since this investigation came up.
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Q. Or did you ever hear of a man that took a mortar hoe
being violently assaulted?

A. No, sir.

Q. You never heard of any of those things?
A. No, sir.

Q. What ~ere the character of the new'spaper reports that
you saw?

A. I could Bot tell you. I do not remember.

Q. They were published in the daily papers of this cit.y?
A. I presume so, but I do not recollect. In a good luauy of

our Nebraska papers we get a good deal of sensational news.

Q. And you put it on the ground of sensational news?
A. I did not say so.

Q. But you say you get a g'ood deal of sensational news in
that connection; do you mean to infer that that was sensational?

A. It might have been.

Q. Did you go to the editor of the paper that published that,
to inquire who 'was the author of the article?

A. ~ did not-no, sir.

STATEMENT OF THE DEFENSE.

The Senate Committee for the investigation of the luunage
ment of the Nebraska Hospital for the Insane, were by the Senate
ordered and directed to take such evidence as Dr. Mathewson
might wish to offer, and being pressed for time, said committee
could not take further evidence; and thereupon, on behalf of Dr.
Mathewson, there was filed the affidavits of the follo,ving named
persons: Mrs. M. 8helJey, Thomas W.I{itchey, J. T. Clark, Thos.
A. Evans, W. M. Oyler, Mrs. I{atie Forma.D·, Clarence True, O.
L. Anderson, Miss M. Baldwin, Edward N. Searle, John O. Hall,
~1.rs. l{obert Bl'owu, Miss Mattie Reed, Mary Allen. Also, a
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statement from the daily records of the Nebraska Hospital for
the Insane, showing the condition each day they were in the In
sane Hospital, of Charles Hoffman, Henry Hettrick, James C.
Parks, and Dora Stately; also, the copy of the By-Laws of the
Nebraska Hospital for the Insane, which was offered in evidence
before said committee; also, the affidavit of Thomas Byrne,
which was offered in evidence before said committee; much more
,evidence of patients who have been diseharged as cured, and of
others still in the Hospital' could be adduced, and the strictest
and most vigilant inquiries, watchfulness and investigation is so
licited and earnestly desired. It will be found no act of cruelty
or'neglect has been done or committed at said Hospital by an
attendant that has not been punished by the prompt ciischarge of
the attendant.

STATEMENT OF MRS. M. SHELLEY.

NEBRASKA HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE, }
FEBRUARY 26th, 1883.,

Have been a patient in this Hospital for two months, and wil
lingly and cheerfully give my testimony as to the treatment of
myself and all other patients with whom I have corrie in contact.
They are universally treated with kindness and consideration;
their cOluplaints, however unreasonable, are listened to with
patience and attention, and relief and sympathy given when pos
sible. The sick receive especial care from both Dr. Mathewson
and his assistant, Mrs. Mathewson coming in to see and pelson
ally attend to their wants. The attendants have strict orders as
to medicine, nourishment, and everything necessary for their
welfare. I was here previous to this time for eight months in
'76-77. The cleanliness, order, and sanitary condition of the
Hospital compare most favorably with that time; good and abun
dant food, warm, clean beds. No abuses of any kind or ill
treatment of any patient have come under my observation by
either attendants or officers. Those patients ,vho "are capable of

.,.
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judging for themselves seem to have perfect confidence in their
mode of treatment, and express themselves satisfied.

MRS. M. SHELLEY.

Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before me, this 26th
day of February, A.D. 1883.

[SEAL.]

A. K. WEBSTER,
Notary Public.

STATEMENT OF THOMAS W. RITCHIE.

Thomas W. Ritchie, age 42, occupation farmer, residence Sarpy
county.

This is to certify that I have been a patient in the Nebraska
Hospital for the Insane for the last three years; I have been
treated as well as the officers of the institution have; I have
never seen any abuse of patients in any manner whatever. I am
a brother-in-law of ex-representative John W. Tafe.

THOMAS W. RITCHIE.

February 26,1883, Asylum, Lancaster county, Nebraska.

Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before me, this 26th
day of February, A.D. 1883.

[SEAL.]

A. K. WEBSTER,
Notary Public.

DEPOSITION OF J. T. CLARK.

Residence, Omaha,_ Nebraska; age, forty-two years; I have
been a patient in the Hospital for Insane since April 27th, 1882.
Am perfectly satisfied with the treatment I have r~ceived from
Dr. Mathewson, and all the offic,ers and attendants; have never

25
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seen anyone choked, struck, or kicked, since I have been here;
am perfectly satisfied with the food; consider i.t good, wholesome,
and yet plenty of it. The Doctor has taken me to ride with him
\vhenever convenient; think I have had just as good treatnlent
as I would have had at home.

J. T. CLARK.

Nebraska Hospital for the Insane, Feb. 26, 1883.
Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before me, this

twenty-sixth day of February, A.D. h883.
[SEAL.] A. K. WEBSTER.

Notary Publ'ic.

STATEMENT OF THOS. A. EV.ANS.

ASYLUM, NEB., February 26,1883.

I, Thomas A. Evans, aged thirty-four years, have been em
ployed as baker at the Asylum for ten months; I have had every
opportunity of observing the treatment of the patients by the offi
cers of the Institution, and I have alwavs found it uniformly
kind and humane. I never saw any acts of cruelty, and often
in conversation with Dr. Mathewson, he has told me to do all I
could for the patients, as they were the ones that the Institution was
i.ntended to benefit; and I have often heard Dr. Mathewson say
that he felt pity for the poor

o

unfortunates under' his charge, and
he seemed to me to treat them as a father would his children.

THOMAS A. EVANS.

Subscribed ill my presence, and sworn to before me, this twen
ty-sixth day of February, A.D. h883.

[SEAL.] A. K. WEBSTEH,
Nota1'Y Public..

, STATEMENT OF WM. M. OYLER.

Wi~:liam M. Oyler, age thirty.one; occupation, engineer; res
idence, Asylum.

~
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I have been employed in the Nebraska Hospital for the Insane
as engineer for the space of seven years; my duties in that ca
pacity have called me to all parts of the building; I have had
free access to all the wards at any time. During that tinle I have
never seen a patient abused in any manner; I have never seen a
patient struck or kicked by officers or attendants; I have been
an attendant in the Hospital for the Insane at Jacksonville, for a
year and a half; also in the Cook County Asylum, near Ohi
cago, for a year and a half, and the management and treatment of
patients in the Nebraska Hospital is fully as good, if not better,
than the Hospitals nlentioned above.

W. M. OYLER.

Subscribed in illy presence, and sworn to before me, this twen
ty-sixth day of February, A.D. 1883.

[SEAL,]. A. K. WEBSTER,
J.Votary P·ublic.

STATEMENT OF MRS. KATIE FORMAN.

LINCOLN, NEB., Feb. 26, 1883.

I am the daughter of Rev. W. R. Jones, Presiding Elder of
Lincoln district, and have been a patient in the Nebraska Hospi
tal for Insane for five months, from August to January 1st,
1883. During the time spent at the Hospital, I never sa\v or ex
perienced anything hut the most uniform kindness and gentle
treatment fronl both officers and attendants. All patients have
the privilege of making their requests or complaints personally
to the Superintendent. I never saw him refuse to listen to them,.
and when practicable has always supplied all reasonable requests.
Special care is always bestowed upon the sic~, and home comforts
given. Food is served to the patients well cooked and in great
abundance and of very good quality. I have frequently dined at

the Superintendent's table in company with other patients, and
there is no material variation in the food from that furnished the
warda. ~frs. Mathewson has been very kind to me, (and conse-
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quently very dear), and is universally beloved by all. Her daily
visits to the wards are anxiously watched for by the inmates, and
she is greeted like a mother whenever she makes her appearance,
thus giving her an opportunity of dispensing her theology; which
is woven into her woof of life. Her life is a poem. It is the Par
adise regained, Dr. Mathewson seems admirably adapted to
the position he now occupies, keeping an ever ,vatchful eye over
everything connected with'the Institution. I have not sufficient
skill to express the indignation I feel at the charges made against
so good and just a man as Dr. Mathewson.

MRS. KATIE ]-'ORMAN,
Wife of Prof. F. Lee Forman.

Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before me this twenty
sixth day of February, A.D. 1883.

[SEAL.] A. K. WEBSTER,
Notary pubac.

STATEMENT OF CLARENCE JUDD.

NEBRASKA HOSPITAL, Feb. 26, 1883.

I, the undersigned have worked in the Michigan Asylum for
Insane (5) five years and (7)seven months, Kansas Asylum for In.
sane, (2) two years and (6) six months, St. Joseph, Mis
souri, Asylum, (2) two months and the Nebraska Hospital
for ,Insane (7) seven months, can freely and fully say that
the treatment at the Nebraska Asylum is just as good and in a
.great many instances better than either of the other asylums I
have been employed in. Dr. Mathewson is kind to all patients
admitted to the Hospital, is kind and courteous to each and
everyone whoever is placed under his care. As to his manage
ment of the Institution, cannot call it anything but fir8t-clas8.
While I have been here, have not seen any patient abused in any
way, shape or form, neither choked, 8truck or kicked and I am sat
isfied that Dr. Mathewson would not tolerate such treatment

I"
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towards patients from anyone in his eInploy if known to him.
My position is night watch, the Doctor has been around with me
at different times in the night to see that the patients were com
fortable and well cared for.

Food is good and.served in sufficient quantities.
Respectfully yours,

CLARENCE JUDD.
Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this twen

ty-sixth day of February A.D. 1883.
[SEAL.] A. K. WEBSTER,

Notary Public.

STATEMENT OF O. L. ANDERSON.

NEBRASKA STATE HOSPITAL FOR INSANE, February 26, 1883.
I am an attendant on first male ward. Have been an attendant

here since December 29, 1882. I know Henry Hettrick, the pa
tient who was said to have been a1;>used at the mortar box. Mr.
Hettrick was a patient on my ward (the first ward) from the
twenty-third of January, 1883 until the tWQlfth of this (Feb.)
month, when he ,vas discharged. He (Hettrick) told me Just
after he was released from the ward that he hoped he 'would
never need to be confined in the Asylum again but said he, a
man might be put in lnany a worse plaee. I don't hold any
grudge at anyone here. I have been treated like a gentleman.

O. L. ANDERSON.
Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this twen

ty-sixth day of February, 1883.
Witness my name and notarial seal.

A. K. WEBSTER,
[SEAL.] !fotary Public.

STATEMENT OF MISS M. BALDWIN.

R,equested by Mrs. Mathewson who has for sometime (as
I understand) represented the place of matron in the so-called
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Iusane Asylum of the State of Nebraska, to testify to the general
good treatment of the so-called patients in said Asylulll. I do
with pleasure say that cleaner beds, cleaner rooms, better ordered
dining room could not be found in a place of like kind. The
sick are kindly and well cared for. I have never seen any coer
cion used that w~s not at the time necessary and no one could be
kinder or more humane, than both Mr. and Mrs. Mathewson
have been so far as I have had opportuuity of observing. The
trouble and fault finding which is not great among the inmates
arising from the ignorance of the necessity of being kept for a
time in seclusion. I am known here as Miss M. Baldwin, my
clothing coming to that mark some of the time and am not de
tained against my will, paying five dollars a week for my board
and making myself useful about the work. My stay was and is
caused by trouble with the Indians rendering travel for me un
safe.

LINCOLN, Feb. 26, 1883.

Subscribed, and sworn to before me this twenty-sixth day of
February, A.D. 1883.

... A. K. ~TEBSTER,
Notary Public.

STATEMENT OF EDWARD N. SEARLE.

LINCOLN, NElJRASKA, Feb. 26, 1883.

I have been an inmate of the Nebraska Hospital for the In
sane, since October 28, 1882. My name is Edward N. Searle,
age thirty-three, residence, North Platte, Lincoln county, Ne
braska. My occupation for the last eleven years has been rail
road conductor on the Union Pacific R. R. Since being an
inmate here, I have been ou'ine':fi.rst and second wards. I have 1.\"

invariable been kindly treated by officers and attendants. The
food (without exception) has been good, and furnished in suffi-
cient quantities for the wants of all. Our beds consist of steel
wire springs with hair mattresses, feather pil'lowa, comforters,
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blankets and spreads. They are neat, tidy and equal in comfort
to any hotel of my experience. The wards are always kept in an
orderly manner. The patients are not asked to do any labor be~

yond the ordinary duties of cleaning up, and this is at their own
option. In seasonable weather we are allowed to go out for a
walk each day in company with the attendant. From my obser
vation' patients are kindly and humane.ly treated by both officers
and attendants. During the time that I have· remained in the
Hospital, I have never seen any abuse of patients in any manner
whatever. We are given a sociable entertainrnent in dancing
-every Saturday night. The music furnished is good. On two
occasions Dr. Mathewson has taken me to the city in the sleigh.
We visited the State capitol, where I had the pleasure of meet
ing a number of friends. Evening entertainments are frequently
given with the "magic lantern." I have always had full Iiberty
in my correspondence with my friends. Letters are handed to
the patients immediately after the arrivaJ. of the mail. As far as I
know, everything is done for the comfort, well-being and happi
ness of the patients that can be under the circumstances. The
above statement is a voluntary act on my part, and I am abund
antly satisfied with my treatment..

EDWARD N. SEARLE.

Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before me this twen
ty-sixth day of February, A.D. 1883.

[SEAJ~.J

A. K. WEBSTER,
Notary Public.

STATEMENT OF JOHN C. HALL,

February 26, 1888.

My name is John C. Hall; age 58 years. I am a brother-in_
law of Bishop Clarkson of Omaha. My employnlent has been a
bookkeeper in a banking house in Chicago, and then a lumber
merchant in Omaha, Nebraska. I have been an inmate of the
Hosl'ital fot' the Insane at Lincoln, Nebraska, for the last two
,and one-half years. My treatment since my advent here has
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been uniformly kind and considerate by Dr. H. P. Mathewson,
by his family, and by every officer and employe of the Asylum. The
treatment to patients has been kind and humane in a very Inarked
manner, both in the house and out of doors. Having filled some
important positions at the Asylum, my observation has been ex
tensive. I have had opportunities of observing how the patients
have been treated. 1 can say of my own knowledge that the
patients have received the kindest attention. I have known on
several occasions Dr. Mathewson to deny himself both food and
sleep to minister to the wants of the unfortunate and helpless. I
have never seen any patient abused. On the contrary" I have
seen the kindest treatment to all within my rang-e.

The above statement is voluntarily and cheerfully given to all
who may be concerned.

JOHN C. HALL.

I -have never seen a patient struck, cuffed, or choked since I
have been in the institut~on.

JOHN C. HALL.
Subscribed in my presence, and sworn to before lue this 26th

day of February, A.D. 1883.

[SEAL.]
A. K. WEBSTER,

Notary Public.

STATEMENT OF MRS. ROBERT BROWN.

LINCOLN HOSPITAL, NEBRASKA, Feb. 26, 1883.

I will make a statement here in regard to my treatment. I
have been here five months in the Hospital. I have been treated
very kindly by Mrs. Mathewson and Dr. Mathewson, and the
attendants, and all ·other patients treated the same. Our bed
rooms are kept in the best of order and comfortable. Our food
is of a good quality and a bountiful supply of it. My age is 38.

MHs. ROBERT BROWN.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 26th day of February,
A.D. 1883.

[SEAL.]
A. K. WEBSTER,

Notary Public.
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STATEMENT OF MISS MATTIE REED.

MISS MATTIE REED.

LINCOLN, Feb. 26, l883.

I have been an inmate of this Hospital a year and six month~,

and I have been kindly treated by Dr. Mathewson and his wife,
and also other officers and attendants. I have been on the fir~t

and second wards, and know that the patients have beeu treated
kindly. The wards are neat and orderly. We have good food
and plenty of it. My age is 28.

A. K. WEBSTER,
Notary Pnblic.[SEAL.]

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this 26th
day of February, A.D. 1883.

STATEMENT OF MARY ALLEN.

A. K. WEBSTER,
Notary Publie.

LINCOLN HOSPITAL, NEB., Feb. 26, 1883.

I have been an inmate of the Hospital five nlonths. I have
been kindly treated and all other patients by Mrs. Mathewson
and Dr. Mathewson and the attendants. Our beds are comforta
ble, and kept clean also our rooms. Our food is cooked fresh
every day, and vegetables every day for dinner, and a boun6ful
supply of it. Meals are three times a day.

MARY ALLEN,
Niece of Sidney Dillon, age 34 the 10th of March.

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this 26th
day of ]'ebruary, A.D. 1883.

I [SEAL.]

STATEMENT OF THOMAS BYRNE.

February 1, 1883.
Statement of Thomas Byrne. My age is about 32 years. Na

tive of Ireland. Came to America June 20, 1880. I have worked
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as an attendant in Bloomingdale Asylum, New York city, about
seven months. I have also worked in Asylum at Ohester, Eng
land, as an attendant for two years and a half. Have been em
ployed in this Hospital since Jan. 17th, 1882. I wish to state in
respect to treatment of patients in this Hospital as conlpared to
others in which I have worked, that it is equally as good if not
better considering the accomn10dations. I never have seen or
known of any cruelty in the management of patients by either
officers or attendants. When I began work here I was instructed
by the Superintendant to treat the patients as kindly as possible,
and have carried out those instructions as best I could under the
circumstances.

THOMAS BYRNE.

I have heard workmen about the building tantalize the attend
ants with being cruel to the patients when they were doing noth
ing but what was necessary for the safety of the patients and the
protection of the \vorkn1en from injury.

THOMAS BYRNE.
STATE OF NEBRASKA, }

Lancaster 00.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1st day of February,
A.D. 18R3.

[SEAL.]

E. P. ROGGEN,
Secretary of State.

I

STATEMENT OF A. G. KENDALL.

My name is A. G. Kendall. I am 33 years of age. I
anl the Commissioner of Public I~ands and Buildings,
a menlber and Presid~nt of the Board of Public Lands
and Buildings, and have been since January 4, 1881. With
regard to the Nebraska Hospital for the Insane~ I will say,
as President of the Board of Public Lands'and Buildings, I am
acquainted with the officers of the Institution, and have been ac,
quainted with ,its general management for the past tw Jnty-five
months. Dur~ing this time I have been a frequent visitor at the

\~
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Hospital in an official capacity for the special purpose of getting
information relative to its immediate control by the physicians
in charge. I have talked with patients therein confined, and
with people after their recovery and discharge, and have never
heard anything but the highest praise of the officers, and ac
knowledgment of kind treatment from all. The successful maQ.
,agement of the Institution has been the subject of consideration
:at meetings of the Board of Public Lands and Buildings, and
my observations at this tinle may be considered as an embodi
·ment ,of the result of the visitliJ and general information obtained
by the Board in oharge since January, 1881. Dr. Mathewson,
the Superintendent, has been by the Board considered a gentle
man of good executive ability, even-tempered, and kind-hearted,
:and a good disciplinarian, and has ever, so far as. my knowledge
-or information extends, done, as an expert in his profession, what
to him and the State Board has been considered the best that
~ould be done for the welfarp, and cOlnfort, safe-keeping and kind
treatment 'Of those intrusted to his care. He has never to my
knowledge or information spoken a harsh, loud-voiced word in
his government of insane patients, but his uniform manner has
been the same quiet way you have noticed at this investi~ation.

His ~overnmenthas been kind but firm. I am aware that the
.(liscipline enforced among attendants and employes, and the ex
eessive work of attendants, has in sonle instances led to the yol
untary retirement ofsuch attendants and employes, and left upon
the minds of such, unpleasant recollections of Hospital lif~. In
no instance has any information of ill-treatment to patients been
brought to the attention of the Board since I have been connected
with it, and I am informed by Gov. Nance that no letters or com
plaints of abuses towards patients were ever received by or filed
with him while he 'was Governor. Regarding- the seventeen pa
tients taken from Wyoming, I desire t9 say: The Board of Pub
Hc Lands and Buildings have often felt the injustice done them
by the Legislature in the matter of cutting down estimates closely
.calculated, and based upon past experience, and made by officers
whose duty it was to know what money was needed for their
;several institutions. And while deficiencies have been contracted
for fuel to keep warm, and living expense to feed, it has been the
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custom to curtail what expense, and devise what ways and means
possible. The fact that it was costing about $3.10 per week for
each Nebraska patient, led the Board in charge to' consent to the
taking in a limited number of Wyoming patients at $6.00 and
$7.00 per week. The money thus gained has been judiciously
e~pendedby consent and advice of the Board in charge, in fitting
up basement rooms, and assisting in helping·out where appropria
tions were ,too small.

The motives of witness Hollenbeck, involves some questions
concerning the construction of the two wings now being built t<>
the Hospital building. The contractor whose foreman Mr. Hol
lenbeck is, has in connection with his business as eontractor,.
been absent a great deal from the work on the Asylum. My at
tention was first called to some poor work on the building, and
the delivery at the Asylum of certain materials not according t()
specifications by telephone by Dr. Mathewson. I immediately
wrote the architect and Superintendent of construction, !lr. Rob
erts, to go at once to the Asylum and directed his attention t()
the luatters spoken of by Dr. Mathewson. He visited the build
ing, and reported to n1e verbally, that some of the work, espec
ially the deafening in the floors was not being properly done, and
that certain materials on the ground, referring especially to
pipes in connection with steam heating apparatus and bath tubs,.
were not such as were called for. About this time, I spoke ·with
the contractor, who told me he was willing to construct his build
ing according to the plans and specifica"tions, and in inside details
just as Dr. Mathewson wanted it. That the deafening in the"
floors had not been fully understood before, but were now satis-·
factory, and that the contractor on steam heating, had been noti
fied of improper sized pipes, and in conversation 'with him, I
learned by intimation that IIollenbeck thought Dr. Mathewson
was interfering with his, Ilollenbeck's, business, or was disposed
to find fault with some of the work being done. I have since·
conversed with Hollenbeck himself, and from his conversatioll, I
became aware he had a grievance against Dr. Mathewson, and
he told me that himself and others were engaged in trying to get
Dr. Mathewson out of the Asylum. It is proper to add in this
connection that the specifications for the new wings provide,.
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that the work shall be done to the satisfaction of the Superin
tendent of the Asylum.

A. G. KENDALL.

LIST OF DISCHARGED EMPLOYES.

J. B. Mickey, attendant, Nov. 16, 1877-March 30, 1878. Con
spiring against Oflicers of Hospital. .

John Preston, farm, Nov. 16, 1877, March 30, 1878. Oruelty
to animals.

Robt. Norris, attendant, March 30, 1878. Carelessness with
patients.

Wm. Boyle, attendant, March 30,1878, June, 1878. Intern
:perance.

Flora Gordon, attendant, April 30, 1878, Sept. 1878. Ineffi
.ciency.

E. C. POlueroy, attendant, May, 1878, July, 1878. Impudence
to minor Officers.

Jennie Niblo, attendant, Sept. 1878. Negligence with patients.

W. H. Reynolds, attendant, Feb. 27, 1880. Intemperance.

Mary Kennedy, attendant, Nov. 16, 1877, Feb. 28, 1878.
Abusing patiQnt.

Frances Day, laundry, Nav. 1878, Feb. 1879. Improper con
·duct.

E. H. Loomis, attendant, 1879. Striking patient.

Nellie Cartwright, laundry, July 1879, Oct. 1879. Improper
,conduct.

J. A. Lyman, attendant, July, 1879, Aug. 1879. Striking pa-
tient. •

Nobia Kountz, attendant, Dec. 1879, Feb. 1881. Carelessness
with patients.

Alice Barton, attendant, Dec. 1879, May, 1879. Abuse of pa
.tient.
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Mary Arter, dining room, June, 1880, Aug. 1880. Ineffi
ciency.

Henry Todd, attendant, Dec. 1880, Feb. 1881. Neglect of
duty.

Mary rrodd, attendant, Dec. 1880, Feb. 1881. Inefficiency.

B. J. Downing, attendant, l\{ay, 1881, June, 1881. Inefficiency ..

D. C. Tope, attendant, May 1881, Aug;. 1881. Intemperance.
J. M. Olden, attendant, Oct. 1881, Dec. 31, 1881. Kicking

patient.
E. E. Eastman, attendant, March 30, 1877, :Nov. 1879. Viola~

tion of By-laws. .

Peter Nelson, farm, Oct. 20, 1881, Feb. 10, 1883. Neglect of
duty.

A. Tuxford, attendant, Feb. 1882, March, 1882. Intemperance ..
Geo. Lewis, attendant, March, 1882, Aug. 1882. Striking

patient.
O. P. Dotson, attendant, April, 1882, Aug. 1882. Inefficiency.

Lola Phelps, attendant, June, 1882, Aug. 1882. Abuse of pa~
tient.

Alice Martin, attendant, Aug. 1882, Aug. 1882. Abuse of '
patients.

O. H. Gilbert, attendant, Sept. 1, 1882, Jan. 1883. Striking
patient.

W m. Merrill, attendant, Sept. 1, 1882, Feb. 1883. Boasting
of abusing patients.

E. H. Mansfield, attendant, Oct. 1882, Oct. 1882. Ineficiency..
Robt. Hart, attendant, March, 1879, May, 1879. Carelessness

with patients.

I"~
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COpy OF REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE INSANE

ASYLUM.

Mr. President:
Your special committee appointed to investigate charges of

neglect and cruelty exercised by the Superintendent and employes
of the Nebraska Insane Asylum towards patients therein COll
fined, have had the subject matter of the resolution creating said
committee under consideration, and desire to make the following
report: The committee have exarrlined fifty-six witnesses, the
testimony elicited extending over a period of some four years.

The evidence of twenty-two witnesses establishes many acts of
neglect, and in some instances g-reat and excessive cruelty, exer
cised tow'ards the male inmates therein confined.' These acts of
cruelty consisting of striking, kicking, and choking patients,
have occurred at frequent intervals throughout the management
of Dr. Mathewson. There is but little if any evidence tending
to show that Dr. Mathewson personally knew at the respective
times these acts of cruelty occurred that the same did occur, or were
committed by the attendants in charge of the patients. But the
committee is of the opinion that under vigilant, humane and
proper managenlent of the Asylum, such acts of cruelty could
not and should not have occurred at ail.

The cOTumittee examined thirty-four witnesses for and on be
half of the Superintendent of the Asylum. The witnesses thus
examined were very generally employes or officers of the Asy
lum, or those who at some time had been employed in or in'
some way connected with the Asylum while under the
management of Dr. Mathewson. These witnesses thus ex
amined very generally testified that the management of
the affairs of the Asylum ,vas good-that fe\v or no acts
of neglect or cruelty had come under the observation of
said witnesses, and that Dr. Mathewson was a vigilant
and humane officer; but it will be observed from an inspec
tion of the evidence, that most of the testimony related to the
management of the female wards of the Asy1un1, and that it did
not materially contradict or impeach spe cHic acts of cruelty

26
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sworn to by the various witnesses examined in support of the
chargos of neglect and cruelty on the part of Dr. Mathewson.
The Compiled Statutes, section 16, page 301, previde for a Ma
tron, who, under the direction of the Superintendent, and not
otherwise, shall have the general supervision of the domes
tic arrangements of the Hospital, and do what she can to pro
mote the comfort and restoration of the inmates. The evidence
disclosed the fact that for a long period the services of a Matron
was dispensed with at the Hospital. The committee is of the
opinion that a Matron is a necessary employe of the Asylum, and
is so contemplated by the statute; and it is the further opinion
of the committee that the Superintendent of the Asylum has
no legal power whatever to dispense with the services of a Ma
tron, and to do so is a usurpation of power not warranted by the
statute or the best interests of the Asylum. In view of the evi
dence adduced, the committee is of the opinion that the manage
ment of the Asylum hy Dr. Mathewson has not been in accord
ance with law or with the best interests of that unfortunate class
of our citizens for whose benefit the Asylum was established,
and we are reluctantly forced to the conclusion that a change of
management of the Asylum \vould subserve the best interests of
the Institution, and we therefore recommend that such change
be made at as early a day as practicable.

Your committee respectfully suggests that the evidence taken
in this examination be printed; or, in the event that the Senate
do not concur in this view, that then, and in that event, the Sen
ate direct the Attorney-General to take charg-e of the testimony
and preserve the same in his office, for further reference and con-
sideration.

Very respectfully submitted,
A. H. CONNOR,

Ohairman.

A. SUHOENHEIT.
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[EXTRACT FROM SENATE JOURNAL.]

Senate Journal, lfebruary 24, 1883, at pages 30, 31, and 32.

" Mr. Reynolds moved that the report of the committee, to
" gether with the evidence, be referred to the Gov~rnor.

"Mr. Harrison offered the following as a substitute for the
" motion, which was accepted by Mr. Reynolds:

" WHEREAS, The Senate has not time to read, examine, or
" consider the evidence taken by the special committee to inves
" tigate the charges against the Hospital for the Insane, there
" fore,

"Be it resolved, That the Senate resolution for said investi
" gation, and all the evidence and papers, be referred to the Gov
"ernor and the Board of Public Lands and Buildings without
" recommendation, for such action as they shall deem best for
" the interests of the patients and the Institution.

" Mr. Harrison moved that the rules be suspended for the im
" mediate consideration of the same, which motion was agreed
"to. Whereupon Mr. Hardson moved the adoption of the reso
." lution.

" Pending consideration of which,
." On motion of Mr. Reynolds, the Senate took a recess until

"2 o'clock P.M."

[EXTRACT FROM SENATE JOURNAL.]

Senate Journal, February 24, at'pages 80, 81:
"Mr. Connor offered the following resolution:
"Resolved, That two thousand copies of the testimony taken

" by the committee appointed by the Senate to investigate the
"charges made against the proper conduct and management of
"the Hospital for the Insane by its officers, together with the re
" port of said conlmittee thereon, be printed; that five hundred
" of said printed copies be placed in the office of the Secretary
4' of the State for the use of State officers, and that fifteen hun-
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"dred copies be equally divided between the Senators and House
"of Representatives for distribution.

"On motion of Mr. Connor, the rules were suspended and res
" olution adopted."

Senate J ourpal, February 26, page 20 :
" Mr. Harrison called up the resolution offered by him in ref

" erence to the report of the special committee appointed to in
"vestigate charges against the management and treatment of
" inmates of the Hospital for the Insane, and offered the follow
" in addition thereto.

"Resolved, That the printing of the report of the special com
"nlittee appointed to inquire into alleged acts of neglect and
" cruelty on the part of the Superintendent and enlployes of the
"Nebraska Insane Asylum, exercised towards the inmates of
" said Asylum, be under the direction of the Governor; and that
"all the testimony be referred to hirD, and that ,vhen said report
"is so printed, the Governor be requested to distribute said re
" port to the members of the Senate in the proportion and man
"ner heretofore ordered by resolution of the Senate.

" On motion of Mr. Harrison, the rules were suspended, and
"tbe resolutions adopted."

SENATE CHAMBER, }
LINCOLN, February 26, 1883.

To His 'Excellency Governor Dawes :

I am directed by the Senate to inform you that they have passed
the following resolution:

Resolved, That two thousand copies- of the testimony taken by
the committee appointed by the Senate to investigate the charges
made against the proper conduct and management of the Hospi
tal for the Insane by its officers, together with the report of said
committee thereon, be printed; that five hundred of said printed
copies be placed in the office of the Secretary of State for the use
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of State officers, and that fifteen hundred copies be equally divi
ded between the Senators and Rouse of Representatives for dis
tribution. Also

Resolved, That the printing of the report of the special com
mittee appointed to inquire into the alleged acts of neglect and
cruelty on the part of the Superintendent and employes of the
Nebraska Insane Asylum exercised towards the inmates of said
Asylum, be under the direction of the Governor, and that all the
testimony be refer red to him, and that when said report is so'
printed, the Governor be requested to distribute said report to
the members of the Senate in the proportiou and manner here
tofore ordered by resolution of the Senate.

Your concurrence in the above is respectfully asked..
•

GEO. L. BROWN,
Secretary of the Senate.
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