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Community Team 
 
 

The community team for Cass County consists of the members of the LB 1 1 8 4  

 

Treatment Team.  The team members are representatives from various agencies and 

other components of the county that deal with juvenile issues. These include the various 

county school districts, doctors, medical students, nurses, and other medical 

professionals from local clinics and doctor’s offices, law enforcement officers from the 

Cass County Sheriff’s Department and the Plattsmouth Police Department, probation 

officers, Nebraska HHSS Protection and Safety Workers, Office of Juvenile Services 

workers, domestic violence victim’s advocates, and members of the Cass County 

Attorney’s Office, including the Cass County Attorney and one Deputy Cass County 

Attorney along with Cass County CASA. 

The Community Team has met since County Attorney Nathan B. Cox took office 

as the Cass County Attorney in 2000.  Previous to that time meetings were held but 

there is no information on the frequency or format of the meetings.  Meetings are 

currently held on the third Monday of each month and are directed by Nathan Cox.  

He is responsible for the statutory requirements of the meetings.   
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Last   

Name 

First 

Name Company 

Job             

Title Town 

  Zip                

Code 

Phone                

Number 

 

Email                                   

Address                 

Allen,   Linda  

Louisville 

Elementary 

Guidance 

Counselor Louisville  68037 234-4215 LAllen@esu3.org 

Bickford  Dawn  

WeepingWater 

Schools 

Guidance 

Counselor 

 Weeping 

Water 68463 267-2445  dbickford@esu3.org 

Cox   Nathan  Cass Co Atty  

County 

Attorney Plattsmouth 68048 296-9346 nathanc@cassne.org 

Durkan  Doug  

Cass County 

Sheriff's Office Investigator Plattsmouth  68048 296-9370 douglasd@co.cass.ne.us 

Fitzpatrick  Bill  

Plattsmouth 

Schools 

School Social 

Worker Plattsmouth 68048 296-3174 bfitzpatrick@pcsd.org 

Friederich  Bruce  

E/M Elem 

School Principal Elmwood 68349 994-2125 bfriedrich@esu3.org 

Garrison  Trisha  

Children's 

Physicians  Physician Plattsmouth 68048 955-7150 tgarrison@childrensomaha.org 

Gegg  Brian  

Weeping Water 

School Superintendent 

Weeping 

Water  68463 267-2445 bgegg@esu3.org 

Graeve  Deb  

Plattsmouth 

High School 

Assistant 

Principal Plattsmouth  68048 296-3322 dgraeve@pcsd.org 

Holl  Cory  

Louisville 

Public Schools Principal Louisville 68037 234-3585 choll@esu3.org 

Isaacson  Linda  

St. John's 

School Principal Plattsmouth 68048 296-6230 lindai@stjohnplt.org 

Kennan  Andrew  

Plattsmouth 

Police Dept Investigator Plattsmouth 68048 296-3311 akennan@plattsmouth.org 

Kufka  Tiffany  

Weeping Water 

Public Schools 

 

Weeping 

Water 68463 267-2445 tferguson@esu3.org 

Lahm  Brad Sheriff's Office 

 

Plattsmouth 68048 296-9370 brad@co.cass.ne.us 

Lamprecht  Dave  Sheriff's Office 

 

Plattsmouth 68048 296-9370 dave@co.cass.ne.us 

Leffler  Deb 

Conestoga 

School 

Guidance 

Counselor Murray 68409 235-2341 dleffler@esu3.org 

Love  Shari 

Plattsmouth 

Head Start Teacher Plattsmouth 68048 296-2965 slove@pcsd.org 

Martin  Dawnelle 

Conestoga 

Public Schools School Nurse Murray 68409 235-2341  dmartin5@esu3.org 

Mathew  Judy  UNMC   Plattsmouth 68048 296-6009 jrmathew@unmc.edu 
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Last   

Name 

First 

Name Company 

Job             

Title Town 

  Zip                

Code 

Phone                

Number 

 

Email                                  

Address                 

Mines  Keryl  

Plattsmouth 

Schools 

School Social 

Worker Plattsmouth 68048 296-4173 kmines@pcsd.org 

Morris  Kim  

Children's 

Physicians  CMA Plattsmouth 68048 955-7150 klmorris@childrensomaha.org 

Murdoch  Dave  

Plattsmouth 

P.D. Police Plattsmouth 68048 296-9370 dmurdoch@plattsmouth.org 

Neumiller  Angie  

Cass County 

CASA 

CASA 

Director Plattsmouth 68048 296-9520 aneumiller@casscasa.org 

Novak  Dan  

Elmwood-

Murdoch H.S. Superintendent Murdock 68407 867-2341 dnovak@esu3.org 

Palser  Stephanie  

State of 

Nebraska 

Probation 

Officer Plattsmouth 68048 296-9363 stephanie.palser@nebraska.gov 

Petersen  Eva  

Cass County 

Sheriff's Office Investigator Plattsmouth 68048  296-9370 evas@co.cass.ne.us 

Roach  Judy  Louisville H.S. 

Guidance 

Counselor Louisville 68037 234-3585 jroach@esu3.org 

Ross  Tom  DHHS Supervisor 

Nebraska 

City 68410 326-9079 Tom.Ross@nebraska.gov 

Scott  Tina  

UNMC   

Plattsmouth Nurse Plattsmouth 68048 955-7150 tscott@unmc.edu 

Siemonsma  Jenny  UNMC RN Plattsmouth 68048 296-6009  lwilwerd@unmc.edu 

Snyder  Sheilah  Med Center Physician Plattsmouth 68048 296-6009  sjsnyder@unmc.edu 

Todd  Stefanie  

Plattsmouth 

Early 

Childhood Ctr Health Aide Plattsmouth 68048 

 

stodd@pcsd.org 

Urton  Kelly 

Conestoga 

School 

Guidance 

Counselor Murray 68409 235-2271  kurton@esu3.org 

Wetenkamp  Becky  

Plattsmouth 

Middle School Nurse Plattsmouth 68048 296-3174  bwetenkamp@pcsd.org 

Wilwerding 

M.D.  Laura  

UNMC 

Plattsmouth Physician Plattsmouth 68048 955-7150  lwilwerd@unmc.edu 

Zimmerer  Melinda  

Plattsmouth 

Head Start Teacher Plattsmouth 68048 296-2965  mzimmerer@pcsd.org 
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Community Socio-Economic Factors 

 

Nestled halfway between Omaha and Lincoln and the grassy banks of two mighty and 

historic rivers, Cass County is one of the earliest settled counties in Nebraska, whose 

population continues to grow.  The county measures approximately 34 miles East to West 

and 20 miles North to South and has a population of over 25,000. Cass County is 

comprised of the fifteen towns mentioned above.  Cass County has a total of 17 public 

schools, six high schools, three middle schools and eight elementary schools.  Cass 

County is largely agricultural; however there are a number of manufacturing sites in the 

county such as Ash Grove Cement, Ox Bow Pet Products, Stock Seed, and Martin 

Marietta Aggregates.   

Plattsmouth is the county seat and serves as a bedroom community for the city of 

Omaha.  Located on the Missouri River at the mouth of the Platte River, Plattsmouth is 

served by U.S. Highways 34 and 75 and State Highway 66. Only three miles west of 

Interstate 29 and 18 miles south of Interstate 80, this growing community is conveniently 

located approximately 20 miles south of Omaha and 50 miles northeast of the State 

Capitol in Lincoln. Plattsmouth is a city of beautiful parks, historical landmarks, and 

museums. The Plattsmouth Main Street Historic District includes 45 buildings listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places, including the Cass County Courthouse, built in 

1892.  

 

Snapshot of Demographics (Cass County & State) 

 Cass County Nebraska 

Population, 2010 25,241 1,826,341 

Population, percent change, 2000 to 2010 3.7% 6.7% 

Persons under 5 years, percent, 2010 6.3% 7.2% 

Persons under 18 years, percent, 2010 25.3% 25.1% 

High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 

2005-2009 

93.1% 89.7% 

Persons below poverty level, percent, 2009 7.1% 12.2% 

Citation: US Census Bureau website, Cass County NE snapshot 
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IDENTIFIED PRIORITIES AND STRATEGIES 

ORGANIZATIONAL PRIORITY AREAS 

Priority 1 

Our community needs to distribute responsibility for youth across Cass County. 

  

 

Strategies Action Steps 
Responsible 

Party  Timeline 
Resources 

Needed 
Expected 
Results 

(1) Recruit 

community 

members already 

working with 

youth to assist 

with priorities 

and strategies 
 

 

 

 
 

a) Recruit 

representatives from:  

education, religious 

community, 

law enforcement, 

justice, program 

providers 

 

b) Schedule regular 

committee meetings 

 

a)  County 

Attorney 

Members of 

the LB 1184 

Team 

a) Every six 

months 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) List of 

community 

stakeholders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

a) Building 

positive 

relationships 

with community 

stakeholders and 

other programs 

 

b) Committed 

stakeholders 

accepting more 

responsibility 

and ownership of 

collaboration 

between the 

programs 

 

  

 
 

 

 

(2) Strengthen 

LB 1184 Team in 

Cass County 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Programs appoint 

at least one person to 

represent and attend 

LB 1184 meetings 

 

b) Set up committees 

within the LB 1184 

Team 

 

a)County 

Attorney 

 

 

 

b)Program  

representative 

 
 
 

 
 

 

a) Monthly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Yearly 

Calendar of 

Events 

 

b)Prepare 

objective and  

mission for 

group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

a)Programs 

collaborate on 

Juvenile Services  

 

b)All programs 

contribute and 

has ownership in   

County Plan 
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MOBILIZATIONAL PRIORITY AREAS 

 

Priority 1 

 

Abused and Neglected Children 

 
The first identified priority for this plan is child abuse and neglect that 

leads to children of all ages becoming victims, and often needing immediate, safe out-

of-home placements.  More specifically, the problems addressed in this priority are 

two-fold: 1) The need for legal advocacy for abused and neglected children who are 

under the court’s jurisdiction in out-of-home placements, and 2) Prevention of the 

following:  lingering in foster care longer than necessary; future abuse, and; re-entry 

into the court or foster care system, all of which contribute to a myriad of negative 

outcomes.  When taken from their homes, abused and/or neglected children are thrown 

into a complicated and confusing child welfare system with many different adults 

making decisions regarding their welfare.  A child in foster care is at one of the most 

vulnerable points in his/her young life. But there are few effective safeguards to assure 

that a child’s rights are protected.  Achieving safety, permanency, and ensuring the 

best interests of the child in the most effective, time-efficient manner is the ideal goal 

for any child in foster care.     

There is an added element of need for advocacy in recent years, in regards 

to continuity and consistency of those involved in foster children’s lives, since the 

privatization of services took place and outside agencies were contracted with DHHS 

to provide foster care services.  Unfortunately there have been many bumps in the road 

during this transition and it’s the children who suffer in these circumstances.  The 

district attorney in Cass County has seen caseworkers change as often as every 3-4 

months, providing very little ability for one person to really get to know each 

child/family and coordinate needed services.  The need for consistency and advocacy 

is greater than ever for children in foster care.  At the time of this writing, DHHS 

announced that the current child placing agency will no longer be utilized and that on 

March 1, 2012, DHHS will resume case management for part of the eastern region 

including Cass County.  Children will be going through another major upheaval 

process in provision of services. 

      

According to Voices for Children Nebraska, among all states, Nebraska’s rate of children in 

out-of-home care is the highest at 13.9 compared with 6.8 for the nation.  Overall, the number has 

slowly decreased in recent years, as shown in the table below (figures taken from Kids 

Count annual reports): 
 

 # Children in 

Out-of-Home 

Care 

Percent Change 

Decrease 

2007 9,623 12.3% (from 2006) 

2008 9,235 4% 

2009 8,677 6% 
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Children may enter foster care for a variety of reasons. Neglect is the most 

frequently recorded cause for removal of children from the home of their parent(s) or 

guardian(s). Neglect has several forms that range from outright abandonment to inad-

equate parenting skills which affect child well-being. Parental drug abuse is the second 

most prevalent cause of placement followed by parental alcohol abuse and substandard 

or unsafe housing.  Often, the cause of removal from the home is not just one 

dimensional, but many contributing factors may collude and lead to abuse/neglect. 

  There is a large body of international evidence that shows that prevention and 

early intervention can be a powerful instrument for generating improved outcomes for 

individuals, populations and the environment in which we live.  Statistics published by 

Child Help, a national child abuse organization, state that children who experience child abuse 

& neglect are 59% more likely to be arrested as a juvenile, 28% more likely to be 

arrested as an adult, and 30% more likely to commit violent crime (as compared to 

children who have not been abused).  Therefore, child abuse and lack of early 

intervention is linked to an increase in future delinquent behavior.  Early intervention, 

provision of needed services, and placement in a safe, loving, permanent home is 

critical.  The annual report from the Voices for Children Nebraska Kids Count project 

stated that “Family problems including child abuse, domestic violence, poverty, 

mental health issues and self-esteem can all be factors that influence a juvenile’s 

behavior. We must create systems of support which reduce the number of children 

entering the juvenile system and develop policies and programs to ensure that once a 

youth has entered the system, he or she has quality resources available, such as 

adequate mental health treatment and educational experiences that will greatly 

improve the odds of success for that youth (www.voicesforchildren.com).”   

Local data on the number of substantiated cases of child abuse/neglect is 

reported by the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) in their 

annual reports.  Keep in mind that one report typically involves more than one child, 

so the number of individual children having reported abuse is usually higher, as are the 

number of individual children involved in substantiated reports.  Here are the numbers 

specific to Cass County: 

  

 

   Year 

 

    Reports of 

CA/N 

 

Percent  

Increase in 

Reports 

 

Substantiated 

Reports 

 

 

# Children in out-of- 

home placement due 

ONLY to CA/N 

   2008 152  35 58 

   2009 223 47% 39 68 

  2010 288 29% 27 43 

 

Sources:  http://dhhs.ne.gov/children_family_services/Pages/jus_reports.aspx  and 

personal conversation with Lori Koenig, Business Analyst with DHHS, on 12/9/11 

 

The Nebraska Foster Care Review Board, in their 2009 annual report, states 

that “… 42.9% of the 3,430 children reviewed during 2009 had been in out-of-home 

care for at least two years of their life, and 334 of those children had been in out-of-

http://www.voicesforchildren.com)/
http://dhhs.ne.gov/children_family_services/Pages/jus_reports.aspx
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home care for over five years 

(http://www.fcrb.state.ne.us/pdf/publications/annualreport/2009annualrpt/2009%20an

nual%20report.pdf).  They also report that “the child welfare system can and does 

work well for approximately half of the children in the system, assisting children and 

their families in resolving problems and providing children the security and 

permanency to which they are entitled. The remaining children within the system do 

not fare as well.”  The median length of stay for children in foster care in Cass County 

is 11 months, compared to the state average of 12 months.  Children who have a 

CASA volunteer average 4 less months in foster care. 

According to the annual report statistics from DHHS, in terms of age of the 

children involved in child abuse/neglect (CA/N) cases, the percentage of substantiated 

reports goes down as the age goes up.  So, younger children have more cases of 

substantiated abuse, following well documented national trends.  This makes the need 

for effective legal advocacy even greater as younger children are less able to speak for 

themselves or have a way of knowing what is in their own best interests.  Research 

shows that intervention at the earliest possible age is important in preventing even 

more damage such as repeated abuse, delinquent behaviors, and intangible measures 

such as decreases in self-esteem and feeling of worthiness.  The earlier abused 

children get help, the greater chance they have to heal from their abuse and not 

perpetuate the cycle.   

The issue of truancy is also affecting the number of children coming into care 

(especially age 10-17).  Nebraska's approach to truancy has increased costs and 

pressures on prosecutors, juvenile courts and child welfare providers.  According to a 

recent article in the Omaha World Herald more truancy cases have meant more 

children becoming state wards. Children can wind up in the system if they are charged 

with being truant, a status offense, or if their parents are charged with educational 

neglect.  Statewide numbers on truancy cases in the child welfare system are 

unavailable.  But KVC, the state's private child welfare contractor serving southeast 

Nebraska, saw its truancy cases quadruple from the summer of 2010 to this summer.  

Cases averaged eight per week this year, compared with two per week previously.  

Sandra Gasca-Gonzalez, president of KVC's Nebraska operations, said she was 

surprised at the numbers. In other states where she has worked, truancy is an issue 

handled by schools, not the juvenile court system, she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fcrb.state.ne.us/pdf/publications/annualreport/2009annualrpt/2009%20annual%20report.pdf
http://www.fcrb.state.ne.us/pdf/publications/annualreport/2009annualrpt/2009%20annual%20report.pdf
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Strategies Action Steps 

Responsible 

Party  Timeline 

Resources 

Needed 

Expected 

Results 

1) Recruit, 

screen, train 

(pre-service 

& continuing 

education) & 

supervise 

volunteers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Recruit volunteers through 

speaking engagements and 

social media 

 

b) Train new and current 

volunteers 

 

a)  Executive 

Director & Boar d 

of Directors  

 

 

a) Quarterly   

 

 

 

b) Twice a 

year  30 hours 

of  pre-service 

training for 

new volunteers              

 

c) Quarterly 

training 

ensuring  12 

hours of 

continuing 

education per 

year for 

current  

volunteers  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) Additional 

Staff to help 

train and 

supervise 

volunteers 

 

 

 

b) Funds 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Training 

supplies and 

curriculum  

 

d) Marketing 

materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Children: 

a)  Find a safe, 

permanent home 

 

b) Have a consistent 

responsible adult 

presence  

 

 

 

c) Spend less time in 

an out-of home 

placements 

 

d) Do better in 

school 

 

e)  Have fewer 

school and 

placement changes 

 

f) CASA volunteers: 

increase 

collaboration 

between systems 

impacting children 

 

 g) Improve safety 

for children 

 

h) Court receives 

recommendations in  

best interest of the   

child 

 

i) Increase 

community 

awareness 
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Strategies Action Steps 

Responsible 

Party  Timeline 

Resources 

Needed Expected Results 

2) Monitor, 

facilitate, 

advocate and 

investigate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Visit and build a 

relationship with a 

child to understand the 

best interest for  the 

child 

 

b) Communicate with 

child’s family, 

teachers, therapist, 

foster-family and 

others.  

  

c) Maintain and review 

records to ensure 

appropriate services are 

being provided for a 

child 

 

d) Prepare a written 

report with 

recommendations for 

the court 

 

e) Stay with case until 

child is in a permanent 

placement   

 

f) Make every effort to 

attend all hearings, 

meetings and any other 

proceedings concerning 

the case 

 

g) Submit monthly 

reports 

a)   Executive 

Director 

and/or 

supervisor  

 

b) Volunteers 

 

 

a) Ongoing 

as needed 

minimum 

of monthly 

contact  

 

b)  Reports 

are 

submitted 

monthly 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) Additional 

staff  to 

supervise 

volunteers 

 

b) Volunteer 

Training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CASA volunteers: 

 

a) Ensure the best 

interest of a child is 

being met 

a)  

b) Increase 

collaboration between 

systems impacting 

children 

 

 c) Improve safety for 

children 

 

d) Court receives 

recommendations in  

best interest of the   

child 

 

 

e) A child will have a 

consistent responsible 

adult presence  

 

 

 

3) Secure 

funding for 

CASA Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Research and 

conduct various 

fundraising 

opportunities 

 

b) Research availability 

of state and federal 

grants 

  

c) Raise community 

awareness of the 

program to increase 

private and corporate 

donations  

a)  Executive 

Director 

and/or Board 

of Directors 

 

 

a) This will 

be an 

ongoing 

process 

beginning 

July 2012    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) Brochures 

and marketing 

material  

 

b) Grant 

writer 

 

c) Additional 

staff  

a) Increase in 

community support 

and contacts 

b)  

 

b) Increase in grant 

funds and donations 
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Strategies Action Steps 

Responsible 

Party  Timeline 

Resources 

Needed 

Expected 

Results 

(4)  Conduct 

surveys to 

measure the 

satisfaction of 

CASA program  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

a) Survey Judges, 

youth, foster parents 

and other agencies    

 

b) Input the data from 

the surveys and 

improve upon 

suggestions of the 

surveys 

 

a)  Executive 

Director 

a) Six months 

at child review 

hearings 

 

b) Yearly for     

collaborating   

agencies       

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) Surveys 

 

 

 

b) Additional 

staff to track 

and input data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

a) Thorough 

measurements of 

child’s progress  

 

b) Measures staff 

and volunteer’s 

efforts, ie., time, 

and mileage   

 

c) Measures the 

effectiveness and 

impact of the 

program 

 

(5)  Track data 

using Efforts to 

Outcome (ETO)  

software 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
a) Become proficient 

in new ETO software  

 

b) Update inputs and 

outcomes of staff and 

volunteers 

 

 
a)  Executive 

Director  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

a) Weekly for 

the first three 

months 

beginning July 

2012 due to 

new software  

                          

b)Volunteer, 

staff  an case 

data are input 

monthly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
a) ETO 

software 

 

 

b) Funds for 

yearly ETO 

software fees  

 

 

c) Additional 

staff to track 

and input ETO 

data 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
a)Thorough 

measurement of 

child’s progress  

 

b) Through  

  measurement of 

staff and 

volunteer’s efforts   

 

c) Measures the 

effectiveness and 

impact of the 

program.  
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Priority 2 

Truancy 

 

Generally, most educators and court personnel who deal with truancy define it 

as an unexcused absence from school.  Truancy is also referred to as “excessive or 

unexcused absenteeism” but whatever the definition; it’s a nationwide problem that 

many groups have targeted for intervention.  According to research conducted by the 

Colorado Foundation for Families and Children, truancy is the first and best indicator 

that a student is headed for trouble. Truancy is correlated with poor performance on 

standardized tests (Caldas, 1993, Lamdin, 2001),  high school dropout (Bridgeland, 

Dilulio and Morison, 2006), juvenile delinquency (Henry and Huizinga, 2005, Berger 

& Wind, 2000, Gavin, 1997, Wilson, 1993), substance abuse (NY State Office of 

Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, 1994, Soldz, Huyser and Dorsey, 2003, 

Bachman, Johnston and O’Malley, 1998), and eventual adult criminality (Harlow, 

2003, Schroeder, Chaisson, & Pogue, 2004). Intervening early with truants can avert 

these negative outcomes. It is therefore critical to understand the prevalence of truancy 

in our schools. However, there are currently no state or national indicators of the 

prevalence of truancy. 

  

Nebraska's law differs from most state truancy laws in two ways: While it sets 

a higher bar — 20 days — for legal intervention, it does not limit its scope to 

unexcused absences.  Nebraska's approach has increased costs and pressures on 

prosecutors, juvenile courts and child welfare providers.  The Nebraska Department of 

Education reported that during the 2009-2010 school year 23,000 children missed 

more than 20 days of class in public schools (http://www.ketv.com/news/25946817 

/detail.html#ixzz1mTYSh7ui). The Nebraska Department of Education reported that 

during the 2009-2010 school year 23,000 children missed more than 20 days of class 

in public schools (http://www.ketv.com/news/ 

25946817/detail.html# ixzz1mTYSh7ui).  The number of reports to county attorneys 

has ballooned since the new law took effect.  Schools statewide — public, private and 

parochial — reported a total of 9,178 students to county attorneys last year.  Most of 

those cases did not wind up in court, but the potential prompted Nebraska Chief 

Justice Michael Heavican to warn that courts are the "most expensive and least 

flexible" way to deal with truancy. He said courts should be reserved for the most 

difficult and unresponsive truants, while others should be handled through school 

interventions and court diversion.   

 

More truancy cases have meant more children becoming state wards. Children 

can wind up in the system if they are charged with being truant, a status offense, or if 

their parents are charged with educational neglect. Statewide numbers on truancy 

cases in the child welfare system are unavailable. But KVC, the state's private child 

welfare contractor serving southeast Nebraska, saw its truancy cases quadruple from 

the summer of 2010 to this summer.  Cases averaged eight per week this year, 

compared with two per week previously 

(http://www.omaha.com/article/20111002/NEWS01/710029894).   
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 The research on attendance confirms the negative impact of truancy on student 

achievement as well as on other student outcomes (e.g., drop-out rates). A variety of 

contributing factors can increase truancy, such as unemployment and family illnesses. 

Program effects found in the research for strategies that mitigate these problems tend 

to be small. However, strong, high-quality partnerships between schools, 

communities, and families can improve attendance and thus, student learning 

(Sheldon, 2007; Nauer, White, and Yerneni; 2008). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategy #2 

 

 
 
Family Stressors (283), Mobility (118), Emotional Stability (242), Family Relationship 

(130), Peer Relationship (122), Academic Problems (341) 

 

What Happens to Truant Youth? 

 Educational failure, poor achievement 

 Poor employability, work stability 

 Delinquency and adult criminality 

 Poverty 

 

 

There are Systemic Effects  
– School disruption 

– School test scores suffer 
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– Operating revenue decreases 

– Juvenile courts flooded 

– Daytime crime escalates 

– Later criminal behavior 

 

Specific to Cass County, Truancy has been identified by middle and high 

schools in the area including Plattsmouth, Louisville, and Weeping Water.  In the Cass 

County Attorney records of reported absenteeism totals for 2010-2011 (07-01-2010 

through 06-28-2011), the following data was reported for the county: 
 

Public School District # of Students Absent 

18 or more Days 

Referrals to County Atty 

For Truancy 

 

Conestoga 15 15 

Elmwood Murdock 3 3 

Eagle 3 3 

Louisville  5 5 

Plattsmouth  47 47 

St. Johns 1 1 

Weeping Water 4 4 
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Per Plattsmouth Public School’s Handbook Policies  

 

Strategies Action Steps 

Responsible 

Party  Timeline 

Resources 

Needed 

Expected 

Results 

(1)   Reporting 

and Responding 

to Truant 

Behavior 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

a) Report absenteeism 

to responsible party 

 

b) Investigate, 

communicate and 

offer services to child 

and family to remedy 

the absenteeism   

 

a)Admin-

istrator 

 

c)  

d) b)Teacher 

 

 

 

c) Member of 

the Board of 

Education 

a) Within three 

days of 

violation 

 

b) Ongoing 

throughout the 

school year 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) a) Staff 

 

 

 

b) Account-

ability program 

for the students 

b)  

c) Reporting 

protocol for all 

responsible 

parties 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

a)Decrease 

absenteeism  

 

 

b)Increase positive 

behaviors among 

students 

 

c) Increase in 

parental 

involvement 

(2)   Excessive 

Absenteeism 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
a) One or more 

meetings shall be held 

between school staff, 

parents and child                    

 

b) Educational 

counseling 

 

c) Educational 

evaluation, which 

may include a 

psychological 

evaluation  

 

d) Investigation of the 

problem of excessive 

absenteeism 

 
a)Admin-

istrator 

 

e)  

f) b)Teacher 

 

c) School 

social worker  

 

d) Parent 

 

e) Child 

 

 
 
 

 
a) After five 

unexcused 

absences in a 

quarter and 

ongoing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) a) Staff 

 

 

 

b) Account-

ability program 

for the students 

d)  

c) Reporting 

protocol for all 

responsible 

parties 

 

 

d) Outside 

resources for 

counseling  

and evaluations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
a)Decrease 

absenteeism  

 

 

b)Increase 

positive behaviors 

among students 

 

c) Increase in 

parental 

involvement 
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Strategies Action Steps 

Responsible 

Party  Timeline 

Resources 

Needed 

Expected 

Results 

(3)   Reporting 

excessive 

absenteeism to 

the County 

Attorney 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

a) Attendance officer  

file a report with the 

county attorney 

 

b) Design policies 

that focus on 

alternatives  to 

detention 

 

Require student to: 

c) Tour detention  

and college facilities 

 

d) Prepare a budget 

based on the 

minimum wage to 

help them focus on 

their futures 

 

e) Ordering schools 

to modify schedules 

to meet health or 

work needs, or 

inform students 

about alternative 

learning programs 

 

 

f) Address mental 

health and substance 

abuse 

 

a) Attendance 

Officer 

g)  

h) b) County 

Attorney and 

staff 

 

c) Child  

 

d) Parent 

 

 

a) After absent 

more than 20 

days per 

school year 

 

b) Ongoing 

throughout the 

school year 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) School Staff 

 

b) County 

Attorney Staff 

 

c) Policies for 

excessive 

absenteeism    

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

a)Decrease 

absenteeism  

 

 

b)Increase 

positive behaviors 

among students 

 

c) Increase in 

parental 

involvement 

(4) Implement a   

Pretrial 

Diversion 

Program 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

a)Working with 

schools and families 

 

b) A plan for 

successful 

completion school 

work 

 

i) a) County 

Attorney and 

staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Timeline 

began on April 

15, 2012 and 

will be 

ongoing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Diversion 

Coordinator  

 

 

b) Parents and/ 

or Guardians 

 

c) School staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) Reduction in 

the number of 

adjudicated 

cases. 

 

b) Successfully 

complete school 

year 
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Priority 3 

Teen Pregnancy 

 

Teen pregnancies have declined dramatically in the United States since their 

peak in the early 1990s, as have the births and abortions that result; in 2008, teen 

pregnancies reached their lowest level in nearly 40 years, according to “U.S. Teenage 

Pregnancies, Births and Abortions, 2008: National Trends by Age, Race and 

Ethnicity,” by Kathryn Kost and Stanley Henshaw of the Guttmacher Institute. In 

2008, the teen pregnancy rate was 67.8 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 15–19, 

which means that about 7% of U.S. teens became pregnant that year. This rate 

represents a 42% decline from the peak in 1990 (116.9 per 1,000). Similarly, the 

birthrate declined 35% between 1991 and 2008, from 61.8 to 40.2 births per 1,000 

teens; the abortion rate declined 59% from its 1988 peak of 43.5 abortions per 1,000 

teens to its 2008 level of 17.8 per 1,000.  Yet still, the teen pregnancy and birth rates 

in the United States are higher than in any other Western industrialized country.   

In Nebraska for 2008, 8.5 percent of all births were to teenagers -- virtually the 

same as 8.6 percent in 2007.  But the number of overall births was actually up, with 

2,311 babies born to teens 19 and younger in 2008, compared with 2,303 in 2007, 

according to Voices for Children in Nebraska.   

 

 

 
Year United States Nebraska 

Number of Teen Pregnancies 

Girls 15-19 

2005 712,620 3,120 

Teen Birth Rate 

Girls 15-19 

2009 39.1  per 1000 

 

34.6 per 1000 

 

    

 

The declines in teen pregnancy and birth rates since the early 1990s have been 

driven by less sex and more contraception—that is, more teens are delaying sex and 

more sexually active teens are using contraception consistently and carefully.  Most 

adults and teens say they wish young people were getting more information about 

abstinence and contraception rather than either/or, according to National Campaign 

surveys.  A growing number of young moms become pregnant on purpose. With 

popular culture all but condoning and glamorizing the idea of high school girls having 

children, it’s no wonder why these girls might entertain the idea.  Women who grace 

the likes of MTV’s hit series Teen Mom are paid handsomely. They make six-figure 

incomes and appear on the covers of magazines. Friends of the stars of the series are 

quickly becoming so-called “copycat moms,” in the hopes of attaining the same sort of 

recognition.   In contrast, there are some teens who, after watching these shows, learn 

that teenage pregnancy is harder than they thought and are turned-off by the once 

glamorous idea of being a teen mom. 

 

Teen pregnancy is closely linked to a host of critical social issues — poverty 

and income, overall child well-being, out-of-wedlock births, responsible fatherhood, 
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health issues, education, child welfare, and other risky behavior. Simply put, if more 

children in this country were born to parents who are ready and able to care for them, 

we would see a significant reduction in a host of social problems afflicting children in 

the United States, from school failure and crime to child abuse and neglect.  Even 

when taking into account various social and economic factors, women experiencing an 

unplanned pregnancy are less likely to obtain prenatal care, and their babies are at 

increased risk of both low birth weight and of being born prematurely. They are also 

less likely to be breastfed.  Most teenage mothers end up being single parents.  When 

compared to similar children who grow up with two parents, children in one-parent 

families are more likely to be poor, drop out of high school, have lower grade-point 

averages, lower college aspirations, and poorer school attendance records. As adults, 

they also have higher rates of divorce. Such data suggest that reducing unplanned 

pregnancy will increase the proportion of children born into circumstances that better 

support their growth and development. http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/why-it-

matters/default.aspx 

There are also substantial public costs associated with adolescent childbearing.  

Teen childbearing in the United States cost taxpayers (federal, state, and local) at 

least $10.9 billion in 2008, according to an updated analysis by The National 

Campaign.  According to the same source, Nebraska’s costs for teen pregnancy hover 

around $67 million per year. (http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/state-data/state-

profile.aspx?state=nebraska) 

According to the Community Clinic in Plattsmouth, teen pregnancy has been 

on the rise and is definitely a problem they see in the community.  Plattsmouth High 

School reported knowledge of 7 pregnancies/births in the last school year, in a 

population of around 525 students.  While these young girls are pregnant the school 

sees a lack of family support, lack of nutrition education, and smoking during 

pregnancy, all of which contribute to negative outcomes for the baby and mother.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/state-data/state-profile.aspx?state=nebraska
http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/state-data/state-profile.aspx?state=nebraska
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Strategies Action Steps 

Responsible 

Party  Timeline 

Resources 

Needed 

Expected 

Results 

(1)   Create and 

Implement a 

School based 

Intervention 

Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

a) Collaboration with 

LB1184 group to 

identify and 

implement school 

programs 

 

b) Create a tailored 

abstinence and 

contraception 

program to teach 

within county 

schools 

a) County 

Schools 

j)  

k) b) County 

Attorney and 

staff 

 

c) LB1184 

Group 

 

d) Teens 

 

e) Parents 

a) Beginning 

August 20, 

2012 

 

b) Ongoing 

throughout 

the school 

year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

a) School Staff 

 

b) County 

Attorney Staff 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

a)Reduction in 

teen pregnancy  

 

 

b)More readily 

available 

education and 

resources for teens 

 

 

(2) Community 

Programs and 

Awareness of 

Resources 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

a)Research  the 

National Campaign 

database and choose 

an effective program  

 

b)  Collaboration 

with LB1184 group 

to identify and 

implement school 

programs 

 

l) a)  County 

Schools 

 

b) Teens 

 

c) Parents 

 

 

 

 

a) Beginning 

August 20, 

2012 

 

b) Ongoing 

throughout 

the school 

year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a) School Staff 

 

b) County 

Attorney Staff 

 

c)Planned 

Parenthood for 

educational 

resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a)Reduction in 

teen pregnancy  

 

 

b)More readily 

available 

education and 

resources for teens 

 

c) Community 

awareness and 

support for teen 

mothers 
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CASS COUNTY 

 

 

JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM POINTS ANALYSIS  

 
Updated Juvenile Data 

 

The Juvenile Justice System Analysis Tool (Tool) was developed by the Juvenile 

Justice Institute at the University of Nebraska at Omaha in conjunction with the 

Nebraska Crime Commission to assist in County Juvenile Services Comprehensive 

Planning.   

 

The Tool consists of twelve areas of decision points that make up the formal juvenile 

justice system in Nebraska.  Various factors are present at each decision point—

oftentimes changing from year to year based on state or county dynamics within the 

system such as changes in policies, programs, and/or personnel.   

 

There are formal factors dictating certain decision points in the system, such as 

statutory authority.  In addition, each county or community has unique factors 

surrounding certain decision points within the local county juvenile justice system.  

Identifying such informal factors helps to understand and assess juvenile justice 

needs and issues in individual locales.   

 

 

Cass County 

 
Cass County is updating its Juvenile Justice System Analysis Tool with more current 

data.  This document represents the most current juvenile data available for Cass County 

to date. 
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 Cass County Data 
 

Juvenile court offense data for Cass County is provided for years 2007, 2008, and 2009 

(Juvenile Court Reporting—Nebraska Crime Commission)
1
 appears below.  Arrest 

numbers for each year represent arrests made of 0 – 17 year-olds in the county and are 

given for 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010.   

 

In 2010, according to OJJDP at 

http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezapop/asp/profile_selection.asp, Cass County had a 

juvenile population (ages 0 – 17 years old) of 15,977, with the following breakdown of 

race and ethnicity: 

Race → 

White Black 

 

American 

Indian Asian Total Ethnicity↓ 

Non 

Hispanic 

 

5,973 72 30 42 6,117 

Total 6234 76 40 43 6,393 

 

 Cass County Data 

                                                 
1
  

Juvenile Court Reporting (JCR) 

The Nebraska Crime Commission’s Statistical Analysis Center (SAC) collects information from the courts on 
juveniles processed through the juvenile justice system. Approximately 8,000 juvenile cases a year receive 
final disposition or judgment which are reported to the Crime Commission by paper forms and by the 
computerized court system JUSTICE.  Various statistics are compiled from these data by the SAC for use in 
juvenile justice planning.  Data are provided back to local and state agencies, policy makers, the courts, 
National Center for Juvenile Justice and federal Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

Nebraska Juvenile Court Data Set 
Juvenile court information has been submitted to the Crime Commission on an ongoing basis for over 20 
years. When a case reaches a disposition, meaning finality with concern to the court proceedings, a data 
collection form is completed and forwarded to the Crime Commission.  The reported information is collected 
within the county court or by the probation office. There data typically include cases which have been 
handled with a formal petition having been filed. The statistics reported here by the Crime Commission only 
contain information on cases handled through a formal petition.  The terms, cases, petitions and referrals 
may all be used describe the same group of juveniles processed.   This does not necessarily represent all 
cases filed in juvenile court during those times; rather only those that received final a disposition or 
judgment.  Information on pending cases is not included. 

 

http://www.ojjdp.gov/ojstatbb/ezapop/asp/profile_selection.asp
http://www.ncjj.org/
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/
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NEBRASKA JUVENILE COURT REPORT - CASS COUNTY 
  

     

 
2007 2008 2009 2010 

     ARRESTS 49 37 29 59 

     OFFENSES 
    3rd Degree Assault 6 6 2 

 Sexual Assault - 1st 1 1 0 
 Sexual Assault - 2nd 0 0 0 
 Burglary 0 4 1 
 Drug - Felony 0 0 0 
 Theft < $1500 1 0 1 
 Theft < $500 9 3 5 
 Theft < $200 11 2 1 
 Crim Mischief - Felony 0 1 0 
 Crim Mischief - Misd 6 7 3 
 Major Trespass 1 4 1 
 Forgery - Misd - Major 1 0 0 
 Weapon - Misd 0 0 0 
 Disturbing Peace 11 2 0 
 Other Felony 2 1 0 
 Other Misdemeanor 20 16 1 
 Truancy 0 0 1 
 Ungovernable Behavior 14 3 1 
 Possession of Alcohol 17 7 3 
 Other Status 0 0 0 
 Neglect 23 7 0 
 Dependent 1 3 0 
 Other/Unknown 17 21 116 
 

     TOTAL 141 88 136 
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Appendix B Community Capacity Inventory 
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Appendix C     County Board of Commissioners 

 

 


