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Main Building, Tuberculosis Hospital, Kearney, Nebraska



To the Governor, Chester H. Aldrich:

The first step towards the establishing of a hospital for pa-
tients suffering from pulmonary tuberculosis was made by the
introduction of a bill by B. K. Bushee, House Roll No.89. This
act was approved on April 8, 1911, and went into effect three
months later.

Forty thousand dollars was appropriated for the purchase
or erection of the necessary buildings, the surplus, if any, to be
used for the support of the hospital and a further and separate
appropriation of $10,000 was made for maintenance.

About the time this act went into effect the attention of the
Board of Public Lands and Buildings was directed to some prop-
erty known as the Frank residence situated west of and adjoin-
ing the city of Kearney. The secretary of the Board, Addison
Wait, made a visit to Kearney, examined the property and re-
ported that it was an ideal location and a very desirable property.
The whole Board at a later date went to Kearney and looked over
the grounds and buildings, and endorsed the opinion of Mr.
Wait with the result that the property was purchased for the sum
of $24,000 which included about $500 of personal property.

The residence is built of Colorado red sandstone, three
stories high with high basement. The size is 40 x 70 feet. A
picture of the building is shown on another page. The upper or
third floor is divided into large rooms or wards suitable for a
hospital and the building had been used as a hospital after it had
been disposed of by the Franks.

In addition to the residence there was a barn some 30 x 40
feet in size, a large poultry house, with a dove cote in the second
story, and a pump house with wind mill, and elevated water
tank.

" Thirteen acres of ground were included in the purchase and
two acres more which joined the tract on the south and which
laid partly between it and the street were afterwards purchased
for $300.

Fine large shade trees, mostly elm, were set out years ago on
the grounds to the north and east of the stone building; about
one-half of the land being occupied by groves while the balance
is used for garden and alfalfa,
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The power canal of the Kearney Electric and Water Powers
Company runs along the north line of the hospital grounds, and
water is obtained from the canal for irrigation, therefore the lawn
is always green, and crops always the very best

There is an artificial pond of about one acre and another of
about one-third of an acre. Cat fish have been planted this
last fall in the smaller pond, and bass and croppies in the larger
pond. The ponds afford good skating in the winter and boating
on the canal is one of the pleasures of the summer months.

A hospital building was erected during last spring and
summer which includes sixteen rooms for patients, each room
being intended for two patients. The central portion of this
building is two stories high and includes the reception room,
dining room, and kitchen while the second story is in one large
room 32 x 70 feet. This can be used as a ward for patients or
it can be used as an assembly room.

The Board elected Mrs. Pearl F. Barker of Lincoln, head
nurse, and Dr. Lester M. Stearns of Kearney, physician. The
services of both of these officers have been perfectly satisfactory.

The hospital was opened on January 22, 1912, when the first
patient, Ralph Ramsey, was admitted. Two other patients
were admitted on January 26. Up to December 1, the enroll-
ment numbered 50.

List of Property and its Value

l5rcrepeS s aR AR S e S e S e e e e 2 0 ()
Adipinistrationgbinldinprlirmis e Srasie i L et e 30,000
L B 03 Al 60 o, S omher ot AR U 11 e s e e o 15,000
B S T e e e P S p e St S G L e e 1,000
BollEhomsdast o e e s 2 e O e SN e e T 300
Pumiphenseswinadmills . s es o s Sisiar st sl = acas 300
ZNOTRES A st e SeR e R T e S ke 300
B O By A AR s s ety s e it e S e B Sl 4 180
i aYe T 0 S e R S e S IE A T S 110
e O e e O ekt R e e e e derilia7 T o i 60
el HITRY S watD P san Stamiiems tea S S e P e 250
Harhess J fa e N IR SISl el ey o ot St e s 12
Haenitireshedsbedting A B s o i Eh b il e 2,460
atalrSahie =it e s D e el Se e ot $53,08)
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Expenses of Tuberculosis Hospital from the Date of Pur-

chase to November 30, 1912

Salaries:and Wages i by R e
Fueliand:ligh{s IE Tt damstingie s ot il e oo
Répairs GnSeuilaim@ss =" 5 i iii s s e e
Farm repairs, expenses and machinery...... ... ... .. .
Reade ordin hay;ibramel o i el S i S o s
Bread stuffs, flour and meal. . ... .. ... ... . ... .. ..
109, Tnb s ne e AR S ORI U o =AW g [ Bt S
10006 B5 b o e e E S L ke el SR el e S

Other food supplies. . ......... .. .. ... .. .. ... .. ..
Carpets, rugs, pillows, bedding, curtains, furniture. . . .
EaEEaddss: o Corbam i i s il e e s
Books, papers, stationery............... .. .. ... ..
EIOBIITR - 1 et b SR | bt ek e M s it
Land, new buildings, permanent improvements... . . ..
Soap, laundry supplies and machinery..... .. .. . ..
Kitchen and dining room hardware, crockery... ... ..
Drugs, surgical instruments. ... .. .. ... ... .. ... ..
Live.gtocks: . St ilfeais it Ll amebinnl sl pe ik

E. B. COWLES,

. .¥ 3,105.66

1,035.53
312.35
525.61
336.39

59.93
58.75
96.55
80.82
22.10
123.10
45.61
32.85
302.96
65.24
168.95
251.85

1,913.26
246.22
103.70

34.50
39,927.70
96.21
339.44
786.60
609.55
245.35

$50,926.78

Chairman Board Public Lands and Buildings.
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN

Board of Public Lands and Buildings, State House, Lincoln,
Nebraska

DEAR SIRS: During my attendance at the State Tuberculosis
Hospital we have treated some fifty cases of tuberculosis of the
lungs in various stages of the disease. Of these fifty cases, ten
died. Two of these succumbed to cancer, one of the liver and
the other of the left lung and pleura. These were sent to us on
wrong diagnosis as proved by autopsey. Of the ten that died
the average stay in the hospital was sixty days. Three of these
died within one week of entrance. Such cases as these put the
state to a useless expenditure of money—therefore, 1 would
recommend that those in control would use every effort to pass
a bill so that our cases would be limited to those in the incipient
stages of the disease.

In making report of the patients, I have arranged a chart
as enclosed for your inspection: Name, date entered, date dis-
charged (or of death), weight on entering and present weight,
(or weight at time of discharge.) 1 give the weights because they
are one of the best indications of the patient’s gain or loss. A
close examination of the chart will show to a great extent what
we are doing for most of the patients. Under the head of diag-
nosis, I have divided the cases into three classes, viz., incipient,
moderately advanced and advanced, depending on length of
time and severity and progress of the disease.

Two surgical operations have been undertaken by myself
with success: (1) Case of Grover Huston, operation for ischio
rectal abscess; (2) case of Jay Bliss, acute appendicitis; complete
recovery from operation in both cases.

In regard to our needs of the future, I would suggest; (1)
complete laboratory equipment, including microscope with a
mechanical stage, (2) gymnastic apparatus, horizontal bar, ete.,
selected especially with the idea of getting the apparatus most
useful in developing the muscles of the back and shoulder girdle.
These to be used only, of course, in cases who would be most
benefited. The installation of a sun room enclosed by glass
where the patients could be subjected to the action of the direct
solar rays, which would doubtless be of great benefit. Reports
from institutions at home, and abroad using this method of
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treatment is very gratifying and I am sure it could be used with
success here. The installation of an X-ray apparatus would also
be recommended. On two or three occasions I have had to bring
patients into my office in order to get X-ray photos of diseased
parts. -

It is needless to say that I am pleased with the report and
I trust that it will also meet with your approval. - It is pleasure
to me as I look it over. 1 can see a face for each name; those
that have died herces to the last, each and everyone. Those
living, I see two pictures, the one on entering and the one as they
are today, filled with new hope, new life and new happiness.

Finally, for all the good accomplished, 1T wish to put the
credit where it belongs, to Mrs. Pearl F. Barker, head nurse,
who by her tender care, self sacrifice and good management has
inspired the confidence of all, and has earned for her, that which
money cannot buy; the faith and the gratitude of the patients.

Very respectfully yours
LESTER M. STEARNS, Physician



PATIENTS AT TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL TO DECEMBER 1, 1912

| : ‘ eight Present,
NAME Entered ‘ Discharged ‘ Diagnosis on‘%ngering Weight
i\ Pounds | Pounds

*Ralph Ramsey . o e [0 P Y e May 19...... Died pulmonary hemorrhage. .. . .. | 1302 138
Mrs. Nettie Mattox. . S A G ADEIFAO e T. B. with hemorrhage.... ... .... 92 1183

SVirscHohlima's, A0SR St ARG cni T Bebii2finer. Died advanced pulm. T. B.. ’ 96 ‘ 94
Wm. Wollever. ............. 1| Wl | e VBl S PataasTineoln & Pt e S B
Herbert Wollenberg. . . ... .. o L I Aprrle g ool Data at Lincoln & i i .

Alexs Stewalt:. S on et L M 17210 PR B (NGRS M. 230 Foil . Dataat Lincoln. . ...............

*George Williams. . .......... Fabidilo Heb 767, Died carcimona of liver. . ...... ..
GreosH oWt S5 s T tebah. I8 v Aprilll sy Pernicious anemia—Pay case. . . ..

*Roy:Davidson i FHn s Heh. 202 5 % IVER DRl ) Died advanced pulm. T. B.. . ... .. I i S
ilegnaEnyine S ensnisa st i SR 0 T Ess R oee e o h T. B. chron. bronchitis........... 46 ‘ 591
Mrs; . GorasTaylor. i s R B Mgy ol iy Acutes pulm: - T SSEeecsn i 17 118 134
Arvida Youngquistes oy s Mg e i duly 162 5 Advanced pulm. T. B.. . .. Yo { 90 80

# Loy Bratier s sl i A0 i S June 16.... .. Carcimona of Lt. Pleura...... .. .. | 140 123
RoviGantrya Ferc vt oo s Mardilie.. i R Esea s e o Pulm. T. B. acromegaly.......... 128 1493
Wil GantiCenili o mhaia i Mar. 160000 Aprilist ok Advanced pulm. T.B... . ... .... ek
Robert Johnson. . .......... VAR April 8...... M. advancedsTEBSE o 2 | 98 981
JehniSlegel I Eaes A ar el = ARG - Fune sl v Advanced pulm. T. B.. ... ....... 1013 90%
Mrs. Nellie Jones. .. ........ Aprilsh s v Jahersient Meod. advanced TraBE s 5 nb 82 903

*Mrs. Adah Skedgell .. ... .. . Aprlel 3 s June 245 0. Advanced pulm. T.B............ ‘ 86 713

*Mrs. Edith Powell. ... ... .. .| April 25 . ARG i Advanced pulm. T-B.. . ......... j i
Jos. Fitzgerald. ... ......... (Shrne- SAC e Juhe 8% S Nead- T: Bl mmmemse e s | sl . 101 101
ThosMahan |l e i« ¢ June 4...... June: 186 C U E TN ciplent T B iR na (i f | 117 117%
Chas. Wallen. ... ... .. .. . Tutior At il e s icroient T oBpeeBen e R b 149
PatilaNtaliand: i SEees - b Srae o e R e St Advanced pulmf =B, ... 0 \ 100 pnht
(Oscanbiandra - S S ‘ tine. | Ao Julyy 6 s TR eIDIent R o e \ 1113 116
Lewis Johnson. . ... . ....... (el une AR Janed G 0 (oErelplont o b s o ot ‘ 127 1274
TomrHodges. 0. S ase ‘ dmne: H8ilar e June 160 ineipiont S - ey Sy (i s ! 1315 1311

*Chas. Turuquist. ... ....... ‘ dime;, - Pl June- 13- % . (iWEemorrhages S, Tuo-b s e o 100 100
Charoline Stubhrk. . .. ... .. e D1t e v L ) [GiAdvanced RS e s 66% 61
Louise Seibert, .. ........ ... ’ Jume: 26 .0 Juzie: 255 G 1 Tncipient: UM -t e tepe s, e 125 125
Rosa Hieteher: o 0 8 R e < R e | 3 jFAdvanced ua. o Ll | 92 87%

oSy
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PATIENTS AT TUBERCULOSIS HOSPITAL TO DECEMBER 1, 1912—Continued

[ | Weight Present
NAME Entered Discharged Diagnosis ' on Entering | Weight
Pounds Pounds
Will Stonesi. asinter v o 208 Augale. s Nov.29...... Symptematic: cure 5 i hE SINE 133 1871
John Schranz............... Aol B AR R Y ‘ Advanced comp. kidney.......... 1074 122
Frank Anderson.......... .. Aug 2200 Sept. 21... ... Theiplepdisa i .. - i st 137 137%
Justin Lalicka. . ............ AU A% 00 Septl T Incipicnrtcic, . | 5o 149 150
(U T R S o 2 e A e 2 (e L el T S S e AR o) e SN R 1 159% 1673
John Russell . . ..... .. .. .. .. Aug. 2205 = ENGv. 22 - Ao le | Transferred to insane hospital. . . . . 91 951
GroversHuston! =2 5 e Septi e Nov: 29 L8 s ‘ Inciplagtseat.” e 100 116
Lillian McCabe............. aleY o T A S R L 0 (T eTDICIR o, (L e e S 93 | 1213
*John Ball (colored).........| Sept. 9...... [=Sept. 29: W 5 Advanced (died hemorrhage). ... .. 140 “ A
*DallicToomax)) .. i iiad s v Sept. 9 s, {=Sept. 305 i | Died T. B. exhaustion. . ..........| 100
Fony Torneek. . .. 50l Septi23ani e o B CEneIRTENERass -, R 27 ‘ 1323
Bramle Jesephy, i i S Qe Te Octs ¥ Tty Natralistenosisi .. - . 0 e | 123 ‘ 1234
i DRI T B N @ty 3t et TR ae EneTpISISRs T SR i 134 | 136
Jaw Blisg e o Jil i g et SElaectil e S SRR TGIRICTVE R e, = 0 R e \ 154 159
MiseKahlers. | =i a0l 0 Ferel) e A (OToizep it AdvaARcediFs IR o v e } 86 a0
MavBetls Sl et gy NGV = h s S S A Moderatesstn. . . 7 ‘ 10 ; 118
Hd!"Wohlersy = o g ey IO i .............. Advanced with Emphysema. . . . .. 122 1211
PranktHareis o -0 i hl Nov. 5 [rreeeee WEadapaito- o i - v 7. = SRR ‘ T ) 1211
Mrs. Olive Kaplun. .. ... .... N e s e e R s Aldvancedss Deiny £ 0 A A 118 G

Names marked with <“*”’ died.
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