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No doubt about it, There is No Place Like Nebraska, although those words will mean something entirely different 
if you are sitting in Memorial Stadium (third largest Nebraska “community”) or in a blind watching a Sandhill crane liftoff 
from the Platte River (world’s largest congregation of Sandhill cranes).  Both are majestic sights that are unique in this state 
and even the world.  To experience either of these events is a beautiful thing and I am fortunate to know both.  

Indulge me if you will, to continue about Nebraska football for a moment.  At Nebraska’s Memorial Stadium each entrance 
is adorned with a plaque stating “Through these gates pass the Greatest Fans in College Football.”  How you measure 
greatness may be debatable, but with a sell out streak of more than 310 games and dating back to 1962, loyalty is something 
that just isn’t debatable.  

For the grant applicants to the Environmental Trust we could post a similar sign at the Ferguson House.  It would 
state “Through this door pass the Greatest Conservationists in the World.”  The work done by these individuals and 
organizations, the “heavy lifting” if you will, is the reason the Environmental Trust exists.  While there may be debates 
between conservationists on how to go about conservation work, there is no doubt that Nebraska voters showed great 
loyalty to conservation when in 1993 Nebraskans overwhelmingly approved of the Nebraska Lottery and its beneficiary 
funds.  

With the Trust’s funding, provided as a portion of the proceeds from the Nebraska Lottery, we have been a part of projects 
that have touched communities in all 93 Nebraska counties time and time again.  This year’s annual report highlights how, 
for 17 years, the Environmental Trust has been Impacting Communities.  Though we have funded many millions to worthy 
projects, the need for funding has not slowed, as the request for grant funding is more than four times the amount available.  

This past fall a long time employee of the Trust, Lisa Beethe, resigned to pursue other career options.  Lisa was a great asset 
to the Trust and was the “go to” person for anyone needing assistance completing their grant reports.  Her long term, first 
hand, knowledge of so many grants will be missed.  We wish her well.  Filling Lisa’s position is Marilyn Tabor who came 
to the Trust from the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.  

As always, I must compliment my fellow board members as they make serving on the Environmental Trust Board, an 
enjoyable and educational experience.  A big thank you goes out to the Trust’s staff for their diligent work in keeping the 
Trust humming along day after day.  

Sincerely,

P
Paul L Dunn

Message from Board Chair
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Created by the Legislature in 1992, the Nebraska Environmental Trust together with its partners 
have made a huge difference in the everyday life of Nebraskans and Nebraska communities. The 
Trust through its grant program has funded many worthwhile initiatives from recycling to waste 
management, lake and river restoration projects, preservation and protection of wildlife, water 
and air quality and environmentally friendly agricultural practices are not all but some of the 
projects that the Trust has funded since its inception. These funds have extended to the borders 
of Nebraska and reached all 93 counties.

The Trust through the Nebraska Lottery has provided over $157 million in grant dollars over 
the last 17 years to more than 1,200 projects across the state. Most Nebraskans are no longer 
strangers to the work of the Trust and do recognize the “Meadow Lark” emblem that the Trust 
carries. Consequently, the theme for our Annual Report this year is “Impacting Communities”. 
This year’s Annual Report will showcase several projects done by Trust grantees that have 
directly made a difference in the community for the betterment of the environment and the future 
of Nebraska.

The Trust’s grant program is made possible by the Nebraska Lottery. Since 1993, every county 
in Nebraska has benefited from projects funded by Lottery proceeds. More than $388 million has 
been raised so far to support beneficiary programs like the Nebraska Environmental Trust. The 
enthusiasm and support of some 1,200 Nebraska Lottery retailers across the state make it all 
possible. 



“Impacting Nebraska Communities 
in a Big Way”
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Shred Monster Recycles 

Used Electronic

Columbus Telegram

Through Work of Conservation 

groups, scenic Panhandle acres 

are open to Public

Lincoln Journal Star

Clean Community System receives 
grant
Grand Island Independent

Grassland Improvement Program available for landownersCounty Chronicle

Kids banding together

Scottsbluff Star-Herald
Quail Forever Receives Grant
Phonograph Herald

City plans ponds at 

Spring Lake 
Omaha World Herald

Recycling Keeps County Clean

Omaha World Herald

Trust had vital role in 
projects 
Omaha World Herald

Hummel Park to get 

new building
Omaha World Herald

THE NEBRASKA NATuRE & VISITOR CENTER 
(NNVC) exists to provide a place where people of all 
ages can connect to the Platte River and surrounding 

environments. NNVC offers a unique opportunity to 
reintroduce Nebraskans and visitors from more than forty 
countries to Nebraska’s natural surroundings through 
education and hands-on environmental experiences. Year-
round, visitors to the NNVC participate in workshops and 
citizen science, as well as lectures and programs addressing 
natural resource issues.

The NNVC is a major on-going collaborative project with 
a lasting impact that reaches to the heart of environmental 
stewardship that is connecting people in a meaningful way to 
the importance of a sustainable vibrant natural environment.  
The NET’s involvement helps to promote each of the Trust’s 
key categories through education and citizen science. 

Photo by Brad Mellema

  Impacting communities through  
habitat conservation
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THE CHICKEN DANCE TRAIL website is 
designed to inform and educate Nebraskans about 
the extraordinary opportunity to see great numbers 

and varieties of birds and other wildlife in the Rainwater 
Basin, Republican River Valley, Medicine Creek, Loess 
Canyons and sand-sage prairie ecosystems of south-central 
and southwest Nebraska. Trail maps and information about 
hostelries, restaurants and things to do in the region may 
be accessed on The Chicken Dance Trail web-based site at 
www.chickendancetrail.com

Designing, developing and marketing a wildlife trail across 
a 300-mile rural region of Nebraska is a collaborative 
process and one that those in Greater Nebraska do well.  A 
Nebraska Environmental Trust grant helped push the project 
forward.  By providing funds to the South Platte united Chamber 
of Commerce, sponsor of the project, signs were installed along 
the Trail, giving information about the benefits of conservation, habitat restoration and wildlife 
management. The signs and information on the website inform nature enthusiasts about the wildlife 
native to the eco-systems as well as resource management practices that need to be implemented to 
insure protection of these eco-systems.

Rack cards inform travelers of the wildlife viewing and bird watching opportunities in the area.  
Over 6,000 brochures are handed to wildlife tourists at tourism kiosks on Interstate 80, Chamber of 
Commerce offices in both rural and urban sites across Nebraska, Game & Parks EXPOS and state 
and regional conferences.  

The Environmental Trust grant helped pay for a system to count visitors coming to the area.  Visitors 
from outside a 100-mile radius can print out a coupon from the website and redeem the coupon for 
a stylish, pewter crane pin designed by Cambridge artist, Gary Ginther. The coupon redemption 
information tells us that wildlife viewers are visiting the area and they come from all over the united 
States, but especially Kansas, Colorado, Iowa and Missouri.  

The Chicken Dance Trail project is succeeding. Visitors to the Chicken Dance Trail website have 
increased from 700 a month to over 11,000. The self-guided  trail consists of public lands and it is a 
great benefit.  Wildlife viewing in Nebraska is a four season recreational activity.  Find the wildlife 
you want to see, the restaurants serving fresh, local and especially fine food along the trail and stay 
at bed and breakfasts and motels. You are invited to see the trail, explore the habitat and visit the 
website, www.chickendancetrail.com

Photo by Don Brockmeier

The Nebraska Master Naturalist Program which was 
funded by the Trust gives people a chance to learn about 
Nebraska’s diverse ecosystems and to connect with others 

who share a passion for nature and conservation. 

Over the past year, this natural resource conservation education 
and volunteer certification has successfully partnered with over 17 
local, statewide and national organizations to bring the Nebraska 
Master Naturalist Certification training to Nebraskans. Partners 
volunteer their time and expertise, providing participants with 
in the field experiences alongside Nebraska’s most experienced 
natural resource professionals and in the classroom programming 
to enhance these experiences.

In the summer of 2010, thirty-one participants graduated from the inaugural class as Nebraska 
Master Naturalist Certified Volunteers, completing more than 64 hours of intensive training. These 
participants have already begun the on the ground work of conserving Nebraska’s natural resources 
and providing volunteer service to programs statewide. Participants continue their involvement 
through regular volunteering, monthly meetings and continuing education. To quote a participant,  
“I hope this program grows and grows! I am fired up to learn more!”



THE WILDCAT HILLS Wildlands 
Conservation Project is possible because of 
the wishes and desires of the Enlow, Noyes, 

Hofgard and Hampton families in preserving the 
family ranch, which dated back to the late 1800’s.  
With no family returning to run the ranch, family 
members sought a conservation buyer to insure 
that their pristine hills and grasslands, spring-fed 
canyons and wooded escarpments would never be 
developed and would remain a working ranch and 
farming landscape.  Funding from the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust and numerous partners 
was essential in the $3,000,000 plus project.  The 
beneficiaries of this project include our ranching and 
business communities, our scientific and educational 
communities, our citizens, schools, outdoor 
recreationalists and the many plant and animal 

communities, which thrive on this wonderfully unique 8,300 acre landscape.  The property opened 
to the public in 2009.  Maps and information on the Carter Canyon Ranch and over 30,000 acres of 
public access lands in Western Nebraska can be found at nebwild.org.  

THE FORT ROBINSON TREE 
REPLANT Project has been so 
successful for the past 21 years because 

of the dedication of the Scouts who come 
to the Northern Panhandle of Nebraska 
to plant trees to make a difference to the 
topography of the landscape and to give 
something back to future generations. The 
Nebraska Environmental Trust specifically 
has partnered with the Scouts since 1997 by 
providing more than $150,000 to purchase trees 
and administer the program.
   
 The community support of Fort Robinson 
and Crawford has always been so great each 
year as they show up in the Spring to do this 
good turn for conservation. The Staff really 
gets into serving the Scouts and leaders for 
the three days, really making them all feel 
very welcome and giving them that hometown 
hospitality.  Crawford citizens also get 

involved with the work at hand especially law 
enforcement in making it safe for the cars to get to the plant site by providing traffic control. Many 
of the Scouts and Scouters go to town throughout the day and all have positive comments about the 
service received by the business owners.  Many of the local citizens always make the comment that 
they are glad to see them because they are the sign for Spring moisture, which is always so welcomed.
    
The State of Nebraska supports the efforts also.  A couple of positive accolades have come forth 
this year for their service. In May 2010 Jim Schmitt, the Chairman was honored by the Arbor Day 
Foundation with the, “Forest Lands Leadership Award” and in September 2010 the Longs Peak 
Council Boy Scouts of America was given the “Honor of Master Conservationist” given by the 
Natural Resources Districts of Nebraska, nominated by the North Platte Natural Resources District 
and sponsored by the Omaha World-Herald and the university of Nebraska-Lincoln.
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SPRING CREEK PRAIRIE is a unique treasure 
just southwest of Lincoln. Visitors from all 50 
states and 30 countries have enjoyed Nebraska’s 

beautiful native tallgrass prairie at Spring Creek 
Prairie Audubon Center. Purchased in 1998, Spring 
Creek Prairie now manages and pays taxes on 808 
protected acres. An additional 1,300 surrounding acres 
are under permanent easement through the Lower 
Platte South Natural Resources District and federal 
Grassland Reserve Program. The complex now totals 
2,100 protected acres. Efforts of this size are important 
as tallgrass prairie is the most threatened ecosystem in 
North America, with less than  2% remaining. Studies 
show grassland birds declining faster than any other 
group of birds.

Extensive partnerships have been essential to 
conservation success at this site.  A brief list of 
successful partnership projects includes:

- Financial support through the Nebraska Environmental Trust
- Over 1300 Lincoln Public Schools fourth-graders visit annually for education programs
- Hundreds of students of all ages visit from a sixty-mile radius of the site
- The Village of Denton has provided funds for a storage shed and future boardwalk
- The F Street Recreation Center in Lincoln partnered to do trial-testing of family Discovery   
 Packs (continued on next page)

THE TREES FOR NEBRASKA TOWNS project has 
certainly had a huge impact on Nebraska communities. 
Making a difference in one community always ripples 

out and impacts neighboring towns as well. But in a state as 
large as Nebraska, projects need to be truly statewide to have a 
major impact. The grants the Nebraska Environmental Trust 
has funded through the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, Inc. 
and the Nebraska Forest Service are precisely that—statewide. 
Funding is spread out to benefit the whole breadth of the state 
and not just small pockets of it.
 
A map of communities that have received funding from the 
Nebraska Green Space Stewardship Initiative (314 projects in 
118 communities from 1997 to 2005) and from Trees for Nebraska 

Towns (176 projects in 70 communities from 2006 to present) would literally be riddled with pushpins 
from east to west and from north to south. Selecting just one project to highlight is difficult, but 
Hastings is a wonderful example of what can happen when a community has a vision and works hard 
toward achieving it. Over the course of about the last five years, Hastings has gone through a period of 
tremendous “green” growth even during a nationwide economic downturn.
 
The Trust has played a major part in Hastings’ “greening” by providing funding for eight different 
community landscape projects since 1997, five of them in the last four years. In 2007, Hastings was 
named Yahoo’s Greenest City in America.  The Yahoo ranking is based on citizen participation and 
environmental initiative.  Hastings was commended, among other things, for its extensive networks 
of parks, hiking and biking trails. The City has gotten even greener since that 2007 ranking and in 
October 2010 it added yet another site, Highland Park, to its list of fully accredited arboretums that 
includes Hastings College and Central Community College. 

More than 75 people attended the October dedication and the opportunity to enjoy the renovated park 
and newly-planted trees.  Jo Seiler, a Master Gardener and member of the Highland Park Arboretum 
committee, said “We can only guess what the arboretum will be like in another year, or five years, or 
when the next generation picks up on our efforts.” With the success their efforts are having, it won’t be 
just future generations in Hastings that continue their efforts—community activists all across the state 
will be following Hastings’ lead! 
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PROJECT BEAK (BIRD EDuCATION AND 
AWARENESS FOR KIDS) was created through 
funding from the Nebraska Environmental Trust 

and the u.S. Environmental Protection Agency.  In 
2008, the Nebraska Bird Partnership began working on a 
large-scale educational effort aimed at teaching Nebraska 
students about Nebraska birds. This interactive website 
– www.projectbeak.org – is filled with scientifically-
accurate, Nebraska-specific information dealing with 
avian adaptations, interactions with people, threatened 
and endangered species and most importantly how to get 
out and go birding.

Once the Project BEAK website went live in October 
2009, four educator workshops were completed across the 
state in Scottsbluff, Gibbon, Denton and Bellevue. These 
workshops provided educators with the knowledge and 

confidence to incorporate birds, birding and conservation into their curriculums. Educators attending 
the workshops received numerous resources for their classrooms including a classroom set of “Birds of 
Nebraska” identification books, posters and bird call CD’s. 

As part of this grant, the Nebraska Bird Partnership also set out to create an online, comprehensive 
guide to all Nebraska birds. The result is the Nebraska Bird Library – www.nebraskabirdlibrary.org. 
The website contains species accounts for the over 400 bird species which can be found in Nebraska. 
Searchable by color, size, region, habitat or by common or scientific name, each bird species account 
is filled with high quality images, bird descriptions, songs, habitat information and Nebraska-specific 
range maps. 

Both Project BEAK and the Nebraska Bird Library are dedicated to helping Nebraskans identify and 
learn about Nebraska’s birds. To date, the Project BEAK website has received over 4,500 visits from 
65 countries and all 50 states. The Nebraska Bird Library website has received nearly 1,000 visits. 
Both sites have received extremely positive feedback from numerous Nebraskans. Beginner or expert, 
Project BEAK and the Nebraska Bird Library is ready to help you get out and go birding! 

- Doane College in Crete has had students from multiple departments doing projects on site,   
 including classes in Environmental History, Teaching Methods, Service Learning and    
 Biology
- Science events like the annual BioBlitz attract research experts and professors from Creighton   
 university, Doane College, Nebraska Wesleyan university and university of Nebraska-  
 Lincoln
- All financial support comes from local entities including individuals, foundations, and    
 corporations

The Education Center, opened in 2006, allows the site to 
facilitate special events and programs year-round, as well as 
provide amenities to visitors. Annually, over 10,000 people visit 
independently and an additional 3,500 participate in education 
programs. Programs include partnerships with organizations 
such as the Nebraska Historical Society and the Nebraska 
Humanities Council. Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center 
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places due to the 
presence of wagon trail ruts from the Nebraska City-Ft. Kearny 
Cutoff to the Oregon Trail. It is a strong connection to our 
history on this land and a strong reminder of what we need to do 
if our grandchildren are going to have the opportunity to enjoy 
this native landscape that contains the roots of both our natural 
and cultural history.
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 Impacting Communities Through 
Surface & Groundwater

THE RAIN GARDEN project is certainly one of a 
kind. According to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, in the u.S., about 13 percent of rivers, 18 

percent of lakes and 32 percent of estuaries are impaired 
by the pollutants carried by stormwater.  In Lincoln, 
the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality 
(NDEQ) reported 46 percent of streams are impaired.  
The City of Lincoln Rain Garden project 2008-2010, was 
an educational public outreach program that empowered 
individual Lincoln homeowners to help improve the water 
quality of local waterways.  

A project goal was to install 90 rain gardens.  With 
assistance from the Nebraska Environmental Trust 
(NET), NDEQ and the Lower Platte South Natural 
Resource District, a total of 132 rain gardens were funded. 
Other complimentary educational efforts included lawn 
and landscape care practices, such as, use of lake friendly 
fertilizers, picking up pet waste, stormwater storage and 
use of rain barrels.

The achievement of a satisfaction rate over 98 percent among all participants segued into the launch of 
the City’s new rain garden cost-share program.  This current opportunity stemmed from enthusiasm 
created by the 2008-2010 NET grant funded rain garden program. 

THE LINCOLN CHILDREN’S ZOO 
sits in the heart of Lincoln both physically 
and figuratively. With its placement 

near neighborhoods, two major arterials and a 
significantly important water management stream – 
Antelope Creek - the Zoo strives to be both a good 
neighbor and conservator of our natural resources. 
Plus the Zoo has been supported generously by the 
community for almost 50 years, thus placing the 
Zoo in the perfect place to be a demonstrator of 
conservation practices as well as a great place for 
educating the general public.

Specifically the project is focused on water and soil 
management in two large and highly public areas 
of the zoo – the Firsthand Farm and Dromedary 
Camel exhibit. Both areas cover large areas of the 
Zoo and both areas had significant water run-off 
management issues due to a combination of poor 

grading, drainage and soil compaction. The project 
was designed to remedy all of these issues while simultaneously providing excellent animal care, sound 
soil and water management, beautification of the grounds and a public educating opportunity.

The projects, which are still under construction, when completed will be a demonstration area to local 
residents to show just how effectively a large area in the heart of town can reduce run-off, increase 
water purity while enhancing the aesthetic appeal of the space. Surface water is being managed through 
bio-filtration methods including natural sand filtering, water detention and large rain garden areas 
incorporating all sizes of plants from ground covers to shade trees. Additionally, new technologies will 
be prototyped to better improve water quality for the entire watershed area.   It is the intent to use these 
new methods in Lincoln thus providing the City a whole other and even better opportunities to properly 
and safely manage the watershed.
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RIPARIAN VEGETATION IMPACTS ON 
WATER QuANTITY, QuALITY AND 
STREAM ECOLOGY is a project designed 
to provide information on how much water is 

consumed by riparian vegetation, the ecological effects 
of managing that vegetation and how management 
actions might affect water consumption by riparian 
vegetation. An improved understanding of the response 
of river systems to riparian vegetation removal can 
help Nebraskans’ environmental management efforts in 
water short areas.   The major study sites have been in 
water short areas, especially adjacent to the Republican 
River near Holbrook as well as at the Platte River 
near Kearney.   In one sense the community for this 
project is the broader state, especially areas that have 
been designated as fully or over-appropriated and 
are working to achieve a sustainable balance between 
water uses and water supplies.

The Nebraska Department of Natural Resources administers the Environmental Trust grant for 
this project, with the actual work carried out through the university of Nebraska -Lincoln School 
of Natural Resources. Expected project outcomes include: 1) model based estimation of impacts of 
vegetation removal in riparian zones, 2) analysis of impacts of vegetation removal on water quality, 
geomorphology and hydrology, 3) better understanding and prediction of hydrologic impacts of riparian 
invasive species removal and 4) a minimum hydrologic disturbance regime required for maintaining 
riparian functioning, minimizing invasive species infestation.  The scheduled completion date for 
the nearly three year effort was December 31, 2010.  Riparian vegetation management efforts are 
already underway in Nebraska.  This project will provide information that can help improve future 
management.

THE CITY OF HASTINGS WATER 
QuALITY IMPROVEMENT project is 
addressing an ongoing nitrate problem.  The 

nitrate levels are increasing and continuing to rise.  
Treatment of the Hastings water supply may be required 
in the next few years.  To assist in the management of 
nitrate contamination Hastings prepared a Wellhead 
Management Plan and is working on a series of activities 
to address nitrates with a common goal in mind; to 
decrease the existing nitrate contamination and reduce or 
prevent future leaching of nitrates by promoting public 
education, best management practices, water conservation 
and increase the knowledge of the nitrate sources.
  
Activities that were helped with funding from the Trust 
include a demonstration lawn/garden plot to showcase 
various water and fertilizer management techniques 
for the public.  The City is also offering cost shares on 
various water conservation practices such as rain barrels, 
rain sensors, rain gardens, evapotranspiration gauges, 
soil moisture sensors and conversion of lawn mowers to 
mulching mowers.  To better understand the location and 
concentration of nitrates in both the groundwater and 
the vadose zone, water and soil (root zone) testing are 
being conducted.  The data will be used to predict future 
trends and to help guide prevention activities.  These 
activities have served both urban and rural citizens with 
the knowledge and means to manage and minimize nitrate 
contamination within the Hastings Wellhead Protection 
Area. 



THE LITTLE BLuE NATuRAL RESOuRCES 
DISTRICT promoted irrigation projects with two field 
days in August, 2010.  They were held around Byron and 

Juniata with about 20 producers attending.  NRD staff also 
attended the field days held by seed companies to promote the 
product.  At these field days the NRD received orders from five 
new producers for the 2011 crop year. This program has grown 
from five cooperators in 2005 to over 160 producers controlling 
nearly 100,000 irrigated acres.  This program has been promoted 
in all Wellhead Protection and Water Quality Sub-Areas 
to decrease over-watering and leaching of nitrogen. When 
asked “What did you like best about the Nebraska Ag Water 
Management Demonstration Network”, comments included:

• Hands on help to understand the use of sensors and the ETgage. 
• Witnessing first hand that the technology works and that they saw a significant water   
 savings.
• Extension and Natural Resources District personnel are very helpful.
• This program saves water and energy without compromising yield! Great leadership by uNL  
 Extension and the Natural Resources District!
• This was my first year and I liked all the support and guidance I received from your staff.  
 They were VERY helpful in helping me understand how to use my equipment.
• The network provides tools and resources to improve irrigation scheduling and saves water  
 and pumping costs while maintaining crop yields.
• uNL Extension and Natural Resources District staff members have been very helpful to help  
 me gain confidence in the technology.
• It gave me more education and information than I could have gotten anywhere else - hands on.

Spring Lake Park is located in South Omaha and 
was originally established in the 1870’s.  It is an 
area with beautiful, mature trees which originally 

had a small lake that was later drained.  The area now 
is maintained as park space and has some recreation 
elements. It’s easy to image how restoring water 
elements would enhance the area and bring added value 
to the community.
  
In 2010 the City of Omaha formed a partnership 
through a grant from the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust; with resources from Omaha Parks, Recreation 
and Public Property, Papio Missouri River Natural 
Resources District, Keep Omaha Beautiful, Spring 
Lake Park Neighborhood Association, Spring Lake 
Park Habitat Restoration and Preservation Team and 
the Clean Solutions for Omaha (CSO)! Program; to 
develop the conceptual plans for the revitalization of 
Spring Lake Park.

The Spring Lake Park Pond Restoration project has numerous community benefits. The project will 
enhance community pride, preserve important wildlife habitat, stop illegal dumping, restore the 
beauty of the park, expand recreational use to include fishing and reduce stormwater run-off to the 
combined sewers which will ultimately help reduce overflows to the Missouri River. 
 
While this project is in its infancy, the participation of diverse groups sharing their vision for 
improving not only their immediate neighborhoods but the entire community has been exciting.  
The project has been successful in leveraging public and private investment in conservation with 
sustainable impact. 
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uTLIZING POuLTRY FEATHERS AND 
uSED PLASTICS FOR HIGH VALuE 
PRODuCTS by the university of Nebraska-

Lincoln, is a break-through project that has generated 
a lot of interest. This project utilizes disposed poultry 
feathers and used plastic bags to develop composites 
for automotive, construction and furniture industries. 
Feathers act as reinforcement and the plastic bags melt 
and bind the feathers resulting in a composite. More 
than 4 billion pounds of poultry feathers are disposed of 
in landfills in the united States every year. Similarly, 
the united States consumes 100 billion plastic bags 
every year and only 1 out of 5 bags is recycled. Disposing 
feathers and plastic bags in landfills not only creates 
environmental problems but is also a waste of valuable 
resources. utilizing feathers and plastic bags to develop 
composites offer an opportunity to reduce the amount of 
waste disposed in landfills, add value and help poultry 
farmers economically and also decrease our dependence on 
non-renewable petroleum resources for polymers.
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 Impacting Communities 
Through Recycling

JOuRNAL STAR RECYCLING 2010 project has only 
completed 11 of its 18 months.  The results thus far have been 
above expectations.  This project will have a significant long  

     term impact to slowing the growth of the Lincoln Bluff Road 
landfill if the current pace of collection is maintained.  

The overall goal of this project was to double the recyclables 
that Journal Star Recycling collects by July of 2011. During 
the first month of 2010, collection was averaging 18.5 tons per 
week.  During October of 2010, it averaged 31 tons per week.  
These numbers are very encouraging, considering the increases 
were made mostly with residential customers.  Numbers are 
expected to grow with  aggressive commercial recycling in phase 
two. Business customers will provide much larger quantities of 
recyclables and should put the program in a great position to meet this goal by July of 2011. 

The Nebraska Environmental Trust provided funding for equipment, such as carts and dumpsters that 
new customers could use.  This has allowed Journal Star Recycling to focus more funds on promoting 
recycling within the Lincoln Journal Star. Phase one of this project was funded by the Nebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality. 

TAKE-IT-BACK NEBRASKA is a program created by 
WasteCap Nebraska, as well as a network of collection sites 
for consumer products containing universal Wastes such as 

mercury, lead, cadmium, copper and other substances hazardous to 
human health. Examples of these wastes are batteries, fluorescent tubes 
and some electronic devices.  “Take-it-Back” is also a small-grant 
program that provides funding and guidelines for electronic waste 
collection events. 

The Nebraska Environmental Trust funded a pilot program for 
fluorescent lamp collection in 2008 and subsequently funded the 
Take-it-Back Nebraska program in 2009. With the outreach efforts 

of WasteCap Nebraska and partners, the network has begun to make its way across Nebraska. So 
far, more than 40 collection sites have been established in nearly 20 communities from Omaha to 
Chadron, with a goal of 100 sites by mid-2011. Keep Nebraska Beautiful affiliates and local Resource 
Conservation and Development Councils have been instrumental in identifying and establishing 
collection sites and by introducing WasteCap staff to local leaders and business owners.



“Partnerships In Air uS Recycling (uSR) provides scrap metal 
recycling for Ogallala and surrounding 
counties.  Dumpsites are cleaned up and 

landfills can resell white goods that would normally 
be buried.  The logger/baler allows uSR to go to the 
communities.  Communities benefit from scrap metal 
recycling by putting money back into the community, 
putting scrap metals back into the production stream, 
and cleaning up the communities and rural areas.  
uSR has logged and sold 6500 tons of shredable 
metals since putting the logger in service. In three 
days uSR was able to log and ship nearly 130 ton 
of appliances from the City of Alliance Landfill.  A 
job this size normally takes 5-9 days.  In December 
uSR logged over 154 T in three days from the City of 
Sidney Landfill.

The logger saves recyclable metals, fuel, oil, emissions 
and man power.  “It’s safer for our employees and 
our loads are safer,” uS Recycling Chief Operating 
Officer Bob Welsh. 

The 93,000 pound 
machine, affixed 
to its own trailer 
for portability to 
alternate sites, can 
crush a car into 
a 2.5 - by- 3-by-
8 foot package.  
“Basically the size 
of a kitchen table,” 
said Welsh.
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KEEP ALLIANCE BEAuTIFuL, INC. (KAB) received 
a grant from the Trust that was key to the additional 
success the KAB Recycling Center produced this year.  
The Trust grant helped fund expansion necessary for the 

program.

The recycling program began in 2002 with the purchase of a small 
recycling trailer that was transported an hour from Alliance for 
emptying.  Other trailers were added but a limited volume of 
recycling was accomplished because of transportation restrictions.  
Proceeds from the sale of recyclables were kept by the recycling 
transfer station KAB worked with.  The KAB recycling center 
opened in January 2009 with limited operation hours.

The recycling center opened for regular hours the middle of February 2010.  As of September of 2010, 
the volumes of recyclable commodities have increased by 51.53 tons a total increase of 62%.  KAB staff 
believes this is due to regular recycling staff emptying the trailers on a regular schedule. Programs 
encouraging recycling and buying recycled materials have also flourished in Alliance this year. The 
“Students for Recycling Contest” flourished during the months of March – May.  In past years, KAB  
operated the contest collecting #1 Plastic Bottles.  This year, three schools collected 8,606 pounds of 
white paper.  Results included the addition of a major industry in the collection of white paper.

The “Recycling Ambassadors” program has seen 81 volunteers work to educate people at three different 
events on proper recycling methods.  “Recycling Ambassadors” were active at three different events in 
Box Butte County.  

The upper 
Loup Natural 
Resources 

District (uLNRD) 
began a new 
recycling program 
in 2010 to fulfill 
a service need in 
their District.  A 
three year project 
was designed to 
place five new 
trailers as well as transporting two existing 
trailers to the end market. In the first quarter 
over 8,270 pounds of paper, plastics, tin and 
aluminum have been recycled.  The uLNRD 
has also collected an abundance of cardboard 
and transports it to a baler in the neighboring 
town of Stapleton. The villages support the 
program by maintaining the trailer sites and 
notifying the uLNRD if the trailers become full 
before the scheduled pick up date. The Thedford 
Community Foundation has also shown support 
by donating toward the recycling program.
  
Rhonda Haumann, Thedford village clerk, 
stated that, “The response of community 
residents has been very positive.  The village 
has already noted a reduction of waste that is 
hauled to the landfill.”  Anna Baum, General 
Manager for the uLNRD, is very excited and 
proud of the residents for their support and 
participation of this program and looks forward 
to its continued success.
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Impacting Communities Through 
Soil Management

ORGANIC FARMING STATEWIDE is a a project that 
was modeled after a pilot project in northeast Nebraska. 
Transitioning nearly 4,000 acres, the Organic Farming 

State-Wide Project provides farmers and ranchers in nine of the 
twelve Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Councils 
with the knowledge base needed to make an informed decision on 
how this four year organic transition program fits their goals, farm 
or ranch and environment.  

Transitioning from a commodity-managed farm or ranch to the 
organic production model is complicated, time consuming and 
riddled with financial and personal risks.  To reduce some of 
the financial risk, uSDA provided financial incentives through 
the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), but no 
information or training program existed to provide farmers with 
the knowledge and skill base needed to avoid personal and production failure.  

The focus of this project is Nebraska’s farming and ranching community that satisfies the state’s 
food, fiber and now, fuel needs.  unfortunately, much of the non-point source pollution in Nebraska’s 
ground and surface water can be traced to the chemicals used by these commodity agriculture producers.  
Organic growers, on the other hand, rely on management practices instead of chemicals to grow their 
crops.  

Through face-to-face and electronic meetings and tours in each RC&D area, farmers and agency staff 
learned the National Organic Program rules and visited with experienced growers to learn the “Whats 
and Hows” of organic farming and marketing.  As a result, farmers were better able to make informed 
decisions and agency staff felt more confident writing and administering EQIP transition contracts.

Currently in its third year, this project has played a major role in the transition of over 56,700 acres to 
organic transition status, acres that no longer contribute to non-point source pollution. 

In a unique partnership called the 
‘GRASSLAND IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM’, the Trust works with 

Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever, Nebraska 
Bird Partnership, Nebraska Game & Parks 
Commission, South Central Nebraska Prescribed 
Burn Association and area landowners to improve 
the environment and benefit local communities.  
This program is currently open to landowners in 
the south central Nebraska counties of Adams, 
Franklin, Harlan, Kearney, Phelps and Webster. 

The partnership offers landowners an incentive 
payment of $30/acre to defer the grazing on 
selected grasslands for one year.  The grazing 
deferment is an incentive that allows the 
grasslands an opportunity to rest and build enough 

forage to conduct an effective prescribed burn the year following grazing deferment.  

Conducting a prescribed burn on area grasslands is the most cost effective tool to control invasive cool-
season grasses and eastern red cedar that increasingly dominate grasslands across the state.  When 
native grasslands are dominated by invasive cool-season grasses and cedar trees, forage production and 
grazing value decrease, soil erosion increases, water quality decreases, wildlife habitat quality decreases, 
native plant communities become imperiled and communities are impacted by fewer agricultural 
resources.  By strengthening grassland quality and production in the area described, the environment and 
economic benefits strengthen the local communities of the area.



Public Information and Education
 (PIE) Minigrants

THE NEBRASKA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES has now administered the Public 
Information and Education mini-grants five full quarters for the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust.  During 2010 a total of 42 applications requesting $114,685 were received and 19 grants 

were awarded totaling $51,659.  Grant recipients were well represented from all across the state 
and from numerous entities including schools, environmental non-profit groups, city and county 
administrations, as well as NRDs, Extension and 4-H groups and individuals.  A review committee of 
four to five people evaluated all the applications and rated them according to criteria provided by the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust.  The reviewers have a broad variety of backgrounds and expertise, 
and are from various areas in the state.

The variety of applications this first year was amazing.  Grant requests were received for publicity 
for special meetings and conferences, nature education projects in schools, festivals, wildlife projects, 
recycling projects, habitat preservation and education and small research projects.

For more information on the Public Information and Education Minigrants, contact: Nebraska 
Academy of Sciences office, 302 Morrill Hall, 14th and u Streets, Lincoln, NE 68588-0339 or call 402-
472-2644.  
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Impacting Air Quality for the Benefit 
of Communities

NATuRAL GAS VEHICLES 
(NGVs) utilize the cleanest 
burning alternative fuel 

commercially available today and 
can make a significant and immediate 
impact in improving air quality.  This 
project will help create a viable market 
for NGVs in Nebraska.  It includes 
funding for public Compressed Natural 
Gas (CNG) fueling stations, assistance 
for fleets to begin using NGVs and a 
public awareness program.  It is being 
done in conjunction with a regional 
Department Of Energy Clean Cities 
grant project that includes Nebraska 
partners as well as others in Kansas and 
Missouri.

  
In Omaha, the Metropolitan 
Community College (MCC) has 
responded to strong community interest 

by holding two NGV Workshops.  MCC converted a vehicle, added an on-site station and plans to 
convert additional vehicles.  O’Daniel Honda became a certified NGV dealer and has already sold 
several to area fleets and individuals.  Other local dealers are also making NGVs available.
  
Responding to interest from Lincoln fleets, the Lincoln Airport Authority revised it’s plans to include 
public access at it’s CNG station.  The Nebraska Department of Administrative Services is also 
planning NGVs for their fleet.

In the past, the lack of public stations prevented most Nebraskans from utilizing NGVs.  With the 
design completed and funding now in place to make these stations a reality, the perception of NGVs 
in our community has already changed dramatically.  Fleets and individuals in Nebraska are realizing 
that this clean, affordable, American fuel is a viable alternative to them here and now.  As the public 
stations open in 2011 many more will be making the change.  



Facts in Brief

Page  17

Grant Awards by Category 1994 -2010

The Nebraska Environmental Trust...

... is funded by the Nebraska Lottery.

...The Lottery has transferred more than $157 million to 
the Trust the last 17 years.

...Covers the cost of operations through interest earnings. 
The Trust has operated with overhead expenditures 
equaling less than 3% of income since it was created.

...Has completed 17 grant cycles and will announce the 
results of the 18th round of award recommendations in 
February 2011.
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Amount Requested vs Awarded

Operations Less Than 
3% of Total Revenue

FY 09-10

Income
Interest income   $   1,011,245.95
Lottery Proceeds   $ 14,017,621.00

Expenses
Operations  $       456,123.71
Grant Awards  $ 14, 970, 328.00

 Average Operation Expenses  to 
Income Percentage from 1994 - 2010 = 2.26%



2010 Grant Listing

Bennington Public Schools
Grant to convert 2 acres to a 
wetland for an outdoor learning 
environment. $28,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Central Platte Natural Resources District
A study to provide valuable hydrogeologic 
information that can be directly applied 
to ground water models which are used in 
making local management decisions regarding  
the Central Platte River ecosystem. $243,600 
(yr. 3 of 3)

To enhance the availability of native 
grasslands and instream flows for fish and 
wildlife and increase the resilience and 
sustainability of both agricultural and native 
habitats in the Platte Basin eco-system. 
$725,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Project to enable the quantities, locations 
and timing of water added to the Platte River 
for wildlife and other instream flow uses. 
$370,080 (yr. 1 of 2)

Chadron State College
A project to provide facilities for the Range 
Management Program and space for student 
activities. $74,500 (yr. 1 of 1)

City Of Edgar
A post evaluation in reducing nitrate 
contamination in the wellhead management 
area for the City of Edgar. $15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

City of Hastings - Utilities Department
Project to address an ongoing nitrate 
problem through a Wellhead Management 
Plan to promote various water management 
techniques. $87,500 (yr. 1 of 1)

City of Lincoln
Project to develop Spanish and Vietnamese 
educational materials on solid waste 
management and recycling. $6,476 (yr. 1 of 1)

Implementation of green techniques in the 
Antelope Valley park system to reduce long 
term operational cost. $171,060 (yr. 1 of 1)

City of Omaha
Funding for design services for the 
restoration of natural wetlands area at Spring 
Lake Park. $200,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Funding to help the construction of a 
multi-purpose facility at Hummel Park that 
incorporates sustainable and energy efficient 
technology. $350,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

City of Ralston
Cost-share the development of Oak Park 
Outdoor Classroom project. $106,353  
(yr. 1 of 1)

Clay Center Spring Wing Ding
Funding for the acquisition of the Morgan 
Tract to restore wetlands to provide habitat 
for migratory birds and other species of 
wildlife. $81,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Nebraska Nature & Visitor Center
Grant money will be used to offer educational 
programming, resources and exhibits for 
Nebraskans. $80,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Douglas Environmental Services
The project will implement bio-retention cells 
for stormwater management in two locations 
within the Saddlecreek sub-basin. $200,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
The acquisition of Bowen and Toohey Spill 
tracts to complete the Spotted Tail Wetlands 
restoration project. $381,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Restoration of a large Rainwater Basin wetland 
that will provide continentally important 
wetland habitat for millions of migratory birds. 
$42,260 (yr. 1 of 1)

Friends of the Rainwater Basin
Funding to retire irrigation reuse pits and 
improve wetland function throughout the 
Rainwater Basin Region. $115,679 (yr. 1 of 3)

Groundwater Foundation
Funding towards the Growing Groundwater 
Awareness in Nebraska, a project that leverages 
on strategic partnerships to diffuse compelling 
messages about groundwater and surface 
water. $54,520 (yr. 1 of 3)

High Plains Weed Management Association
Grant for Nine Mile Creek Invasive Species 
Control and Habitat Restoration. $9,900 
(yr. 3 of 3)

Removal and control of invasive species in 
the riparian areas of the North Platte River. 
$300,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable 
Communities
Program to develop and conduct Nebraska 
Sustainability Leadership Workshops and 
Conversations Conferences on Nebraska 
Environment and Sustainability. $100,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Journal Star Recycling 
Funding towards a curbside recycling program 
operated by the Lincoln Journal Star newspaper. 
$46,450 (yr. 1 of 1)

Keep Alliance Beautiful
Funding to support education program funding 
and recycling equipment. $44,990 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lincoln Children’s Zoo
Control and management of inappropriate 
water runoff in several large and popular 
animal exhibit areas. $115,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Little Blue Natural Resources District
Purchase of soil moisture probes for 50% 
cost share and to install flow meters on high 
capacity irrigation wells within “Unit 8” of the 
Little Blue NRD. $12,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Loess Canyon Rangeland Alliance
Improving prescribed burn services through 
safety, communication, fire-line mop-up, water 
delivery, equipment storage and transport. 
$39,028 (yr. 1 of 1)

Lower Loup Natural Resources District
Cost-share of flowmeters for irrigators to 
increase understanding of groundwater 
irrigation. $60,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lower Niobrara Natural Resources District
Provide flowmeters for interested landowners 
participating in any monitoring programs 
within the Lower Niobrarra NRD. $20,000  
(yr. 2 of 3)

Lower Platte North Natural Resources District
Project to develop regional groundwater 
flow model that will be used to analyze the 
interactions of aquifer-stream-well-systems. 
$42,938 (yr. 3 of 3)

Lower Platte South Natural Resources District
Purchase of perpetual conservation 
easements from two landowners to protect 
their grasslands from development. $250,000 
(yr. 2 of 2)

Metropolitan Utilities District
The development of a regional market for 
NGVs by providing public-access fueling 
stations. $447, 500 (yr. 1 of 2)

Nebraska Bird Partnership
Increasing capacity for bird habitat 
conservation in western Nebraska. $43, 500 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Project to address the loss of environmental 
benefits associated with the Conservation 
Reserve Program as acres expire across 
Nebraska. $290,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Nebraska Cattlemen
Creation of several video products of the 
Leopold Conservation Award winners to 
be used to foster environmental education. 
$6,575 (yr. 2 of 3)

NE Department of Agriculture
Controlling invasive weeds to dramatically 
reduce the available seed bank, thus providing 
long-term control. $65,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding to ensure invasive river vegetation 
is managed in a manner that maintains and 
improves conveyance of water. $303,000  
(yr. 1 of 1)

NE Department of Natural Resources
Project to develop and deliver an organized 
water management educational program. 
$180,268 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Funding of WILD Nebraska to increase and 
improve wildlife habitat on private land and 
public land not owned or controlled by the 
Commission to optimize recreational access 
opportunities. $100,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Habitat Improvement for grasslands birds 
on 25,000 acres on U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Conservation Reserve Program 
and across Nebraska. $175,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

A voluntary, incentive based conservation 
program designed to address Nebraska’s 
water quality and wildlife resource problems.
$175,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Funding to decrease shoreline erosion and 
filling of the channel with shale and sediment 
at the Miller Creek access point and at South 
Shore access point at the Lewis and Clark 
Recreation Area. $300,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project to conserve, restore and enhance 
water quality of aquatic eco-systems across 
the state using environmentally sound 
rehabilitation techniques. $850,000  
(yr. 1 of 3)

Expand the implementation of new BULs, 
focus on new opportunities with existing 
partnerships and continue established Legacy 
Project implementation. $480,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Construction of a four bedroom green built, 
educational cabin at Ponca State Park. 
$11,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Thinning of cedars and young ponderosa 
pines for the Smith Falls State Park. $30,000 
(yr. 1 of 2)

The following is a listing of the 2010 
grants awarded by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust. The Trust can 
provide grants over a three year period 
and the funding is noted accordingly. 
Due to space limitations, only the 
project sponsor and brief description of 
the project have been outlined; to find 
out about additional project partners 
or additional project information, 
contact the Trust office at 402-471-
5409 or visit our website at: www.
environmentaltrust.org
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Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition
A cooperative program among local rancher 
working groups and agricultural students 
that will provide Nebraska landowners 
with technical assistance and equipment to 
effectively monitor plant communities and soil 
resources on their land. $90,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation
Purchase of 551.7 acres of grazing land 
adjacent to Chimney Rock. $300,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
Funding community forest restoration projects 
on public property. $334,169 (yr. 3 of 3)

Statewide initiative that will make Nebraska’s 
community green spaces more sustainable 
through water wise stewardship practices. 
$206,570 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nemaha Natural Resources 
Developing a Watershed Management Plan to 
protect and reduce the amount of sediment 
entering the soon to be constructed Duck and 
Buck Creek Lakes. $100,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Restoration project at Iron Horse Trail Lake 
that involves the construction of a sediment 
basin near the inlet of the reservoir. $46,505 
(yr. 1 of 1)

North Central Nebraska RC&D
Restoration of riparian habitat along the 
middle segment of the Niobrara River that has 
become choked over the years with Purple 
Loosestrife. $16,150 (yr. 1 of 3)

Northeast Nebraska RC & D
Funding for control of invasive species 
within eight biologically unique landscapes 
(BULs) through Northeast Nebraska Weed 
Management Area. $25,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Project to promote organic farming to reduce 
non-point source pollution while building 
resilient  soil and stronger economic base. 
$141,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Northern Prairies Land Trust
Tallgrass prairie conservation efforts on 
private lands. $217,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Pheasants Forever - Elkhorn Valley 
Chapter
Purchase of a no-till grass drill. $15,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

PrairieLand RC & D
Project to increase the adoption and 
sustainable use of Continuous no-till by 
one million acres. $168,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Funding to implement conservation 
practices in the Shell Creek watershed 
that will increase water quality and 
reduce damage from erosion and flooding. 
$150,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Prescribed Burn Task Force
Purchase additional fire tools, caches and 
funding for burn schools. $20,900  
(yr. 3 of 3)

Quail Forever - Central Nebraska Chapter
Purchase of a no-till grass drill. $15,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Funding for a mobile prescribed burn unit. 
$90,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

R2R Recycling, LLC
Project to divert waste asphalt roof 
shingles from Nebraska landfills and 
to process materials into marketable 
commodity products. $195,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture
Project to restore, enhance and protect 
wetland and associated upland habitat 
within the Rainwater Basin landscape in 
south-central Nebraska. $400,000  
(yr 2 of 2)

Project to address the management  
of aggressive and invasive vegetation 
negatively affecting wetlands in the 
Rainwater Basin region of south-central 
Nebraska. $105,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
Develop and implement habitat focused 
conservation programs throughout 
Kimball grasslands. $150,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Conservation and educational activities 
that will assist in addressing threats to 
at-risk species in addition to informing 
and educating students, teachers, 
landowners and resource professionals. 
$99,634 (yr. 1 of 3)

South Platte Natural Resources District
Funds to install monitoring wells with 
related geophysical surveys to gather 
information on aquifer properties and 
to provide long term groundwater 
monitoring facilities. $168,000  
(yr. 1 of 3)

To maintain CRP’s benefits to air,  water, 
soil and wildlife resources by providing 
producers with options to maintain these 
acres in grassland through the use of 
livestock grazing. $300,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Southwest Nebraska Weed Management 
Area
Continuation of the work of the Western 
Republican Riparian Improvement 
project. $484, 988. (yr. 1 of 1)

The Nature Conservancy
Improvements to Cherry Ranch to 
maintain and expand benefits to wildlife. 
$34, 545 (yr. 1 of 1) 

The Nebraska Land Trust Incorporated
Conservation easement for the 
Breuklander Ranch Preservation project. 
$487,200 (yr. 1 of 1)

Tri Basin Natural Resources District
Restoration of wetlands at the Anderson 
tract. $167,980 (yr. 1 of 1)

Tri-Trails District, Longs Peak Council, 
Boy Scouts of America
Tree re-planting initiative at Fort 
Robinson to replace ponderosa pines 
tree seedlings in a nearly 50,000 acre 
burn that occurred in 1989. $10, 250  
(yr. 1 of 1)

Twin Valley Weed Management Area
Control of invasive plants along the 
Republican River. $545,500 (yr. 1 of 1)

University of Nebraska - Cooperative 
Extension
Project to address energy efficient practices 
to reduce residential energy and natural 
resource use. $30,000 ( yr. 2 of 2)

University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Advancing Tern and Plover Common Sense 
Conservation into the future - To resolve 
controversies and conflicts regarding tern 
and plovers as endangered and threatened 
species. $70,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska Master Naturalist Program 
to equip participants with the scientific 
knowledge and hands-on skill training that 
make them ideal volunteers. $50,000  
(yr. 2 of 3)

Project utilizing disposed poultry feathers 
and used plastic bags to develop composites 
for automotive, construction and furniture 
industries. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District
Assistance to irrigators who have wells that 
are involved with the District groundwater 
quality or quantity monitoring programs 
located in the district to install water meters 
on their irrigation systems. $35,000  
(yr. 3 of 3)

Upper Loup Natural Resources District
Grant to provide more accurate 
hydrogeologic information on aquifers for 
use in ground water models and for local 
resource management plans. $163,020  
(yr. 3 of 3)

Funds to install two stream gages on the 
South and Middle Loup Rivers on the 
eastern portion of the ULNRD. $27,700  
(yr. 1 of 1)

Funds for the placement of recycling trailers 
throughout the district to provide regular 
transport of these trailers to the end market. 
$21,424 (yr. 1 of 3)

US Recycling Company
Purchase of  a logger/baler to help 
communities with appliance and junk car 
clean-ups. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

WasteCap Nebraska
To establish electronic and CFL recycling 
funding through ‘Take-it Back’ Nebraska 
program. $232,766 (yr. 2 of 2)

West Central Weed Management Area
Three year plan to remove  dead phragmites 
to improve native wildlife habitat and river 
channel flow. $400,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and 
Educational Foundation
To restore and conserve rare native grasses, 
plant life and wildlife habitat at the Willa 
Cather Memorial Prairie. $4,200 (yr. 3 of 3)
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