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A home-grown Nebraska guy is what you could call me.  All my life, I have lived at Dakota City on a farm.  After the University of 
Nebraska Agricultural College, I spent two years in Germany serving in the U.S. Army band.  Since then, I have been farming.

Being a farmer, I especially enjoy the many wonderful things the Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) projects do for our great 
State.  If each one of us would leave the land, water and air, with which we are entrusted, in a better condition than when we 
received it, Nebraska will be a great home for many generations.  The grants from the NET can do significant things to help this 
to happen.

Our five funding categories are wonderful tools:

HABITAT :  If we don’t preserve and restore native habitats, who will?

SURFACE AND GROUND WATER:   It is so important to manage and restore water  areas, so future generations can enjoy 
them forever.

WASTE MANAGEMENT:   Let’s face it, we are a wasteful nation.  Our grants can help recycling and control pollution.

AIR QUALITY:  We need to promote clean air strategies to keep us healthy.

SOIL MANAGEMENT:  This is what makes and keeps Nebraska healthy and the wonderful place to live that it is.
The NET board members are a great group to work with, and come from every walk of life.  I can’t say enough good about our professional staff, who 
keep us all organized and on schedule.  It is such an honor and privilege to be on the Trust board, to help our Nebraska citizens make decisions to 
enhance our environment.

I am one of the original members appointed by our Governor on the board.  It still impresses me, after 15 years, how many good projects keep com-
ing before us.  I wish we could fund them all.

My wife, Dorothy, and I have traveled to over 60 countries.  Comparing Nebraska with the rest of the world, it is easy for me to appreciate how for-
tunate we here in Nebraska are to have good natural resources and people who want to preserve and enhance them for our  future generations.

Keep the applications coming!

Vince Kramper
Board Chair
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“ Sharing The Resource”
Since the formation of the Trust in 1992, the Trust has  channelled more than 
$127 million to projects across Nebraska. Benefi ting from the Nebraska Lott ery 
funds for the last 15 years, these funds have been distributed and hence,  “shared” 
for all of Nebraska to enjoy for the bett erment of our environment and the benefi t of  
future generations.  The word “sharing” in itself denotes the joint use of a resource, 
something that would benefi t Nebraska today and in the future. 

The projects that have been funded by the Trust are a true refl ection of the idea of  
“sharing”; the sharing of ideas, the sharing of information, the sharing of respon-
sibility, the sharing of experience and education, a true refl ection of the spirit of 
Nebraska that has existed since the day of our fore fathers.

Consequently, In achieving its objective, the Trust has worked with various bodies, from 
state agencies, local authorities to private individuals and non-profi t organizations to 
ensure that our resource is shared with all.  These projects range from habitat resto-
ration and preservation, recycling,  to soil and water management  and environmental 
education among other things. Anyone – citizens, organizations, communities, farmers 
and businesses – can apply for funding to protect habitat, improve water quality, es-
tablish recycling programs in Nebraska and other environmental endeavors. Three types 
of grants are available from the Trust:

i) General Grants (for grants more than $15,000)
ii) Recognition Grants ( for grants $15,000 and less)
iii) Public Information and Education (PIE) Grants (for grants $2,500 and less)
 
To date, the Trust has funded more than 1,035 projects. The corresponding pages of 
this Annual Report illustrate some examples of  “Sharing The Resource” the Nebraska 
way, through Trust funded projects.

Page 4



Sharing the Ideas

The Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan (NNLP) is the state’s fi rst comprehensive wildlife 
conservation strategy.  The plan included input from over 500 biologists, conservation practitioners, 
citizens and private landowners.  This habitat-based plan identifi ed over 500 at-risk species, key 
threats to those species, conservation actions needed to address those threats and 40 biologically 
unique landscapes (BULs) where conservation activities have the best chance to conserve the state’s 
biological diversity.  The primary goal of the project is to implement Legacy Plan fl agship initiatives in 
seven selected BULs:  Wildcat Hills; Middle Niobrara River Valley; Pine Ridge;  Platt e River Confl uence;  
Sandstone/Southeast Prairies;  Indian Cave/Rulo Bluff s; and Lower Platt e River.  Flagship initiatives are 
collaborative, community-supported enterprises that use voluntary and incentive-based conservation 
actions to address threats to at-risk species and natural communities, build awareness and support for 
conservation through education, initiate monitoring and research and support nature-based recreation-
al opportunities. Another goal of this project is to implement selected statewide conservation actions 
identifi ed in the NNLP.  Conservation actions, such as invasive plant control, prescribed fi re, planned 
grazing, and wetland restoration will be implemented through voluntary, incentive-based programs, with 
the objective of conserving and managing at-risk species habitat, primarily on private lands.

Sharing the Efforts

The Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable Communities has been 
working with communities within a 60-mile radius of the Omaha metro to identify the needs of 
the region to achieve sustainability as the population grows. A three year study was conducted 
and ten recommendations for growth management in the region were developed.

The Trust funded the study and a follow-up grant to begin implementing the recommendations. 
Under the grant, Joslyn hosted workshops, conferences and community meetings to create 
partnerships and engage people in the discussion of preserving natural resources as develop-
ment occurs. They brought together all the  stakeholders to discuss the principles of “smart 
growth”, “green building” and “conservation planning” so everyone would have an understanding of 
the conditions and principles of sustainability and provide access to all the information gath-
ered so that informed decisions could be made in the future.

Themes that emerged from these discussions are: i) Need for a shared vision on preferred growth 
patt erns, land use policies and economic goals; ii) Confl icting policies within the municipal, 
county and state governments on approaches for planning; iii) Infrastructure is lagging behind 
growth pressures due to lack of coordinated planning and transportation alternatives; iv) Eco-
logical threats; v) Land conversion from rural and fragile environments to sprawl; vi) Energy and 
natural resources must be used effi  ciently; and vii) Healthy  Living with walkable communities  
with housing and transportation.
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Sharing the Responsibility

Sharing the Information

The Livestock Producer Environmental Assistance Project provides fi nancial 
and technical assistance to small livestock producers who are concerned about 
preserving the environment but are exempt from current regulatory require-
ments. The purpose of this project is to construct on-farm demonstration sites 
that minimize environmental risk using new concepts and technologies. Com-
pleted projects include constructed wetlands, clean water diversions, vegetative 
treatment areas, low water stream crossings for catt le, lagoon abandonment, 
cost-eff ective pumping stations, sprinkler treatment areas, side roll treatment 
areas, infi ltration treatment areas, tree fi lters, fresh water lagoon conversions 
and manure marketing projects.

The project provides cost-share for small livestock producers across Nebraska, 
the only source of funding for these voluntary best management  practices.

Livestock Producer Environmental Assistance Project by 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Cooperative Extension

Initiated in 1994, H2Omaha: Missouri River Science Education Initiative is a collaborative 
education program developed jointly with Omaha Public School science specialists and the staff  
of Fontenelle Nature Association.  The content is based on State Science Standards and meets 
the curriculum requirements of the Omaha Public Schools (OPS). The program uses the Missouri 
River and the surrounding fl oodplain within Fontenelle Forest as a ‘living laboratory’. The program 
was designed with four main components; teacher training workshops; a teacher resource manual; 
an auditorium-style introduction to the Missouri River ecosystem; and student fi eld study 
programs presented at Fontenelle Forest’s Great Marsh. The goal of this program is to provide 
all OPS fi fth graders, approximately  3,500 annually, with the opportunity to att end this natural 
science program at no cost. Since its inception, this program has served nearly 50,000 students 
and nearly 300 teachers.
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Sharing the Experience and Education

One of the goals of the Sandhills Task Force (STF) is to promote education and experience, thus, increasing people’s awareness of resource values as well as increasing 
owners’ and managers’ understanding of ranching operations that can complement wildlife conservation.  This is done in a number of ways.  For the young, future ranchers, STF helps 
annually fund the summer range camp and provide scholarships for two UNL students majoring in Grazing Livestock Systems. Additionally, STF considers its advice and assistance 
to be free and available to owners and managers. Often sharing information and experiences with landowners  solves a resource problem. These situations in turn assure STF that 
ranchers want to do the right thing and a litt le assistance on deciding what is best, is all they need. Sometimes the information comes in the form of a workshop.  Over the years, STF 
has helped pay tuition costs to a variety of courses or workshops.  Some of them have been the Ranch Practicum held annually at Gudmunsen research facility, Holistic Resource 
Management, Ranching for Profi t, Total Grazing Management, and a  three day plant identifi cation workshop. For individual landowners, STF has one-on-one meetings with the land 
owner and discusses what their resource concerns and future goals are.  They work together as a team to solve the problem. If it requires bringing in additional expertise, they help 
fi nd that expertise.   STF also tries to follow-up on projects by keeping in contact with landowners or managers to make sure the project works the way it was planned. Their primary 
plan is to continue to do what has worked so well throughout the life of the organization.  Two areas they hope to pursue include fi nding ways to help beginning ranchers get estab-
lished and help ensure that lakes and streams in the Sandhills remain always for ranching. Ranching is a profession that is very compatible with maintaining clean water, natural 
grasslands and abundant wildlife.  It also is a culture or lifestyle that all of Nebraska should be proud of.

STF,  as an organization believes it is important to help keep ranching as a private, profi table operation, which will help protect their natural resources.  They also hope to help ensure 
that unique lakes and streams in the Sandhills remain always for ranching and are not converted into subdivisions. One of the tools used to accomplish that is purchasing conserva-
tion easements which allow normal ranching operations. They also believe their success at the next level will require them to fi nd new partners who share the love of the Sandhills the 
way they do. The STF has received over $1.4 million for their projects over the past 12 years.
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A Peek Into Our 2007-2008 Projects
The grant for Big Muddy Creek Watershed through the Nemaha Natural Resources District was 
given for the installation of various grade stabilization measures within the upper reaches of 
the  watershed around the Johnson area. The two grade stabilization structures and two weirs  
have already been constructed. They will be implementing  8-10 grade stabilization structures, 
8-10 rock or sheet pile weirs and one road dam structure in the near future. The stabilization 
structures are expected to improve water quality and  restore ecological diversity in the long 
run. A demonstration fi eld day was held to educate and inform the public about these projects 
and other forthcoming projects.

The Wilderness Park Wetland Restoration Project is a cooperative eff ort between the City of Lincoln, 
Lancaster County, Lower Platt e South Natural Resources District, Nebraska Environmental Trust, 
Friends of Wilderness Park, and the Wachiska Audubon Society of Southeast Nebraska.  This project 
restored approximately 12 acres of freshwater wetlands.  

In 2001, a fi eld review of the Wilderness Park wetlands was conducted.  This included the identifi ca-
tion of potential wetland sites to develop or improve.  During the fi eld review plant communities were 
recorded, soils were examined, and hydrology features were noted.  A Cooperative Agreement was 
executed in 2005 between the City of Lincoln, Lancaster County and the Lower Platt e South Natural 
Resources District (LPSNRD) for the purpose of restoring wetlands in Wilderness Park. The City and 
the LPSNRD agreed to cooperate and share in the costs for engineering services and the restoration of 
these wetlands.  

Wilderness Park is a 1,475-acre linear park in Southwest Lincoln that is owned by Lancaster County 
and managed by the City.  The park’s primary purpose is fl ood protection, but it also provides a natural 
area for wildlife and public recreation.
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An initiative of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, invasive species removal projects are located along four miles of 
the North Platt e River near North Platt e as well as the Republican River valley’s grassland, wetland and savannah habitats. 
Trust funding has been provided to clear invasive trees from 900-1500 acres and control Phragmites on 300-500 acres 
of riparian habitat. These invasive species have taken over since the construction of the Kingsley Dam as well as the Re-
publican River Dam. Initially it started with the invasion of cott onwoods and willows but in the last 30 years, Russian olive 
and eastern red cedar have taken over. These projects will benefi t important game and at-risk species identifi ed within the 
Nebraska Natural  Legacy Project.

On September 26, 2008, Leading Fox and three other Pawnee who traveled from Oklahoma wit-
nessed the dedication of 257 acres of land  to permanent preservation. The land owned by Pat and 
Nancy Shanahan, includes the sacred Pawnee ground known as “Pahaku” or “Pahuk Hill”, situated on a 
high bluff  along the Platt e River south of Fremont.

Through a conservation easement, the land will be protected permanently  from development. The 
Nebraska Land Trust purchased development rights to the land so the property can never be sub-
divided or buildings constructed on it. However, the Shanahans can still farm the land and pass it 
down to their descendants. The Shanahans were recognized for donating a substantial portion of 
the land’s value. The Natural Resources and  Conservation Service provided 50%  of the easement’s 
value and the Nebraska Environmental Trust provided a  $77, 280 grant. About 40 people att ended 
the dedication.  This marked a major milestone for the Nebraska Land Trust as the fi rst easement 
the organization has ever purchased. This 257 acre property is a poster child for the permanent 
preservation of important resources on private land.

On September 26, 2008, Leading Fox and three other Pawnee who traveled from Oklahoma wit-
nessed the dedication of 257 acres of land  to permanent preservation. The land owned by Pat and 
Nancy Shanahan, includes the sacred Pawnee ground known as “Pahaku” or “Pahuk Hill”, situated on a 
high bluff  along the Platt e River south of Fremont.

Through a conservation easement, the land will be protected permanently  from development. The 
Nebraska Land Trust purchased development rights to the land so the property can never be sub-
divided or buildings constructed on it. However, the Shanahans can still farm the land and pass it 
down to their descendants. The Shanahans were recognized for donating a substantial portion of 
the land’s value. The Natural Resources and  Conservation Service provided 50%  of the easement’s 
value and the Nebraska Environmental Trust provided a  $77, 280 grant. About 40 people att ended 
the dedication.  This marked a major milestone for the Nebraska Land Trust as the fi rst easement 
the organization has ever purchased. This 257 acre property is a poster child for the permanent 
preservation of important resources on private land.

An initiative of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, invasive species removal projects are located along four miles of 

The Trust provided funding to the Central Platt e Natural Resources District towards an on-going scientifi c 
study of water use by contrasting vegetation types along the central Platt e River. This is important re-
search both in the relatively new discipline of ecohydrology and for Nebraska as it grapples with water use 
issues along the Platt e. It is a study with relatively  sophisticated techniques designed to monitor water 
use by natural vegetation, in specifi c, grasslands and riparian woodlands.

The information derived from this study will be critical to natural resource managers and planners to un-
derstand the eff ect of diff erent riparian vegetation on water availability and to evaluate diff erent drought 
management alternatives.

An initiative of the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, invasive species removal projects are located along four miles of 
the North Platt e River near North Platt e as well as the Republican River valley’s grassland, wetland and savannah habitats. 
Trust funding has been provided to clear invasive trees from 900-1500 acres and control Phragmites on 300-500 acres 
of riparian habitat. These invasive species have taken over since the construction of the Kingsley Dam as well as the Re-
publican River Dam. Initially it started with the invasion of cott onwoods and willows but in the last 30 years, Russian olive 
and eastern red cedar have taken over. These projects will benefi t important game and at-risk species identifi ed within the 
Nebraska Natural  Legacy Project.
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ReTree Nebraska is a ten year cooperative initiative to raise  public awareness of the value of trees, reverse the 
decline of Nebraska’s tree and  forest resources and improve the health and sustainability of trees and forests 
across our state for future generations. The primary goal of ReTree Nebraska is to work in partnership with people 
across Nebraska to foster the proper planting and maintenance of one million new trees by 2017. The initiative is 
a cooperative eff ort of the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, the Nebraska Forest Service, the UNL Department of 
Agronomy and Horticulture and the Nebraska Rural Initiative. To help achieve this goal, the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust has provided $1 million in grant funding to enable high-quality tree planting and associated landscaping in 
communities across the state.

Projects should also help conserve water and improve stormwater runoff  and  water quality through careful species 
selection, appropriate design and high quality installation. 

ReTree Nebraska plans to accomplish the following:
 Properly plant and maintain at least 1,000,000 new community trees by 2017.• 
 Increase by at least 25%  the average tree canopy cover in at least 200 communities by 2020.• 
 Provide direct assistance to at least 50 communities every year.• 
 Increase species diversity by at least 25% in at least 100 communities by 2017.• 
 Develop at least 100 “ Community Tree Recovery Action Plans” by 2017.• 
 Increase the number of certifi ed arborists (ISA or NAA) by 25% by 2017.• 
 Increase the number of nurseries selling bare-root trees by 25% by 2017.• 

 Rainwater Basin Joint Venture plans to use LIDAR  (Light 
Detection Ranging) data to delineate and restore thou-
sands of acres of wetlands in a geographic area called the 
Rainwater Basin, a complex of wetlands scatt ered through-
out a 17-county area. The wetlands provide resting and 
feeding areas for millions of birds during spring and fall mi-
grations.  The laser is part of a remote sensing system used 
to collect topographic data. The technology uses lasers to 
get detailed pictures of the surface of the Earth.  When a 
laser pulse strikes the  surface, the technology measures 
the time it takes the pulse to return and uses that data to 
determine the elevation of everything from  trees to build-
ings and other unobstructed surfaces. The data will be used 
to get a more accurate picture of groundwater fl uctuations 
in the area. The elevation maps will also help the district lo-
cate irrigation wells and plan for the future. The LIDAR data 
is accurate to about seven inches and shows elevations in 
two foot intervals. There is certainly a need in the conserva-
tion realm for bett er elevation data and LIDAR is  the best 
way to get that.

The mapping project is scheduled to begin before the end of 
2008.
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Prescribed burning has been heralded as one of the most benefi cial and cost- 
eff ective management tools available to natural resource managers and it has 
never been easier, thanks to the new Mobile Prescribed Burn Units - the result of a 
great partnership with Pheasants Forever’s quail division - Quail Forever, Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, the Nebraska Partnership for All -Bird Conservation 
and the Nebraska Environmental Trust.

Each unit contains all the equipment necessary to conduct a safe and eff ective 
prescribed burn. All the equipment is housed in an enclosed trailer that can be 
hooked to a vehicle and driven to a burn location anywhere in the state. The units 
are available for landowners to use at no charge, but persons checking them out 
are responsible for bringing the equipment back in good shape. The units can be 
checked out through the Pheasants Forever state offi  ce located in Elba, Nebraska.

The Cather Foundation acquired the 608-acre Willa Cather Memorial Prairie in the spring of 2006 
in order to restore and conserve the rare native grasses, plant life, and wildlife of its delicate ecol-
ogy. Noticeable changes since the acquisition include the removal of over 1300 non-native trees 
that inhibit the growth of indigenous plants such as the purple prairie clover, purple conefl ower, big 
bluestem, and more. Cather’s beloved, native cott onwoods remain. The area is classifi ed as loess, 
mixed-grass prairie, which marks several transition points that create a unique location—one that 
brings together species at the southern edge of their range as well as those at the northern edge of 
their range.

Trust funds are being used to help continue with the removal of Siberian elm and red cedar trees; 
re-establish the ecosystem; restore fl owing water to the prairie; plan control burn areas; build addi-
tional solar fences; and control growth through moderate grazing.

“Being able to impact 35 projects and 2,800+ acres in just a few short months 
was prett y impressive.  The collection of partners that combined in this eff ort 
demonstrated how eff ective and needed this innovative approach was to gett ing 
prescribed burning on the landscape.  Without the fi nancial support of the NET, 
this innovative partnership and its accomplishments simply would not have hap-
pened.  Once again, the NET has had the vision to support an innovative project 
that will be impacting many acres of Nebraska habitat for many years in the 
future.” - Pete Berthelsen, Senior Field Coordinator, Pheasants Forever

Page 11



The new Public Information and Education (PIE) MiniGrant was introduced in September of 2008 to support the presentation and dissemination of 
information and perspectives that will stimulate enhanced environmental stewardship in any category eligible for Trust funding. The grant program 
seeks to expand dialogue on important conservation topics and to provide information on emerging or highly useful conservation methods.

Benefi ts of the new PIE MiniGrants include:
- Simplifi ed Application: After you’ve got a grant idea, completing the PIE MiniGrant Application takes two forms and a writt en project narrative. 
- Grant Funding up to $2,500: PIE MiniGrants have a limit of $2,500 for each grant. The board has set aside $50,000 for PIE MiniGrants this cycle.
-Quarterly Grant Cycle: The Trust board will accept applications and announce new PIE MiniGrants on a quarterly basis. 

The MiniGrant program is open to all applicants, public or private. Project eligibility is determined according to the standards established by Nebraska 
law for the program. Funding is not available under this program for projects which have been completed prior to the award.

2008 Trust Events
Husker Harvest Days 2008,

Grand Island

Waterfest 2008, Holmes 
Lake, Lincoln

Nebraska Outdoor Expo,
Kearney

Grantee Seminar, Lincoln

Nebraska Outdoor Expo,

Nebraska State Fair, Lincoln 
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The Nebraska Environmental Trust ...

 Is funded by the Nebraska Lott ery• 

Has received transfers from the Lott ery of more than $130 million • 
over the last 15 years.

Covers the cost of operations through interest earnings. The Trust • 
has operated with overhead expenditures equaling less than 3% of 
income since it was created.

Has completed 15 grant cycles and will announce the results of the • 
16th round of award recommendations in February 2009.
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Operations Less Than 3% of Total Revenue

Income
Interest income  $ 1, 218, 103.26
Lott ery Proceeds  $13,576,185.00

Expenses
Operations   $         411, 193.01
Grant Awards   $ 14,817,131.00

Average Operation Expenses to 
Income Percentage from 1994 -2008 = 2.13%
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2008 Grant Listing
The following is a listing of the 2008 grants awarded by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust. The Trust can provide grants over a three year 
period and the funding is noted accordingly. Due to space limitations, 
only the project sponsor and a brief description of the project has been 
outlined; to find out about additional project partners or additional 
project information, contact the Trust office at 402-471- 5409 or 
visit our website at: www.environmentaltrust.org

Central Platte Natural Resources District
A study to provide valuable hydrogeologic information that can be 
directly applied to ground water models which are used in making local 
management decisions regarding the Central Platte River ecosystem.     
$152,900. (yr. 1 of 3)

Ducks Unlimited
Funding to  continue with  wetland restoration activities. The funds will 
be used for a new parcel called the Heald Tract. $83,020. (yr. 1 of 1)

Funding for the restoration of more than one thousand acres of native 
grasslands and wetlands in Nebraska’s Rainwater Basin. $153,641 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Platte River Conservation Easement Program to protect and enhance 
vital wildlife habitat. $303,763 (yr. 1 of 1)

Restoration of Spring Migration Habitat on the Loup River. The objective 
of the project is to restore and enhance roosting and feeding habitat 
along the Loup River for spring migrant species that depend on the 
resources available in the central Nebraska region each year.  $120,040 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Edgar, City of
This community based project integrates innovative and proven 
practices to reduce the amount of nitrogen applied on the soil, reducing 
further contamination of the ground water which serves the City of 
Edgar’s public water system. $26,267 (yr. 3 of 3)

Fontenelle Nature Association
Grant to perform a stabilization study for three watersheds. $49,880 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Friends of  the Rainwater Basin
Grant for wetland  restoration of Macon Lake which attracts millions of 
migratory birds each year. $229, 400 (yr. 1 of 1)

The Groundwater Foundation
Implement the Groundwater Green Sites program to document and 
recognize the environmental benefits of groundwater friendly practices. 
$22, 393. (yr. 2 of 2)

High Plains Weed Management
Grant for Nine Mile Creek Invasive Species Control and Habitat Restora-
tion. $8,500 (yr.1 of 3)

A National Invasive Species Summit to share information, resources and 
experience in managing invasive species in different states.$14,100. 
(yr. 1 of 1)

An effort by the sponsors for invasive species control along the North 
Platte River. $1, 600,000  (yr. 1 of 2)

Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable Communities
Funding  for environmental sustainability leadership workshops across 
Nebraska. $200,000 (yr. 1 of 1) 

Lincoln, City of
Preserve and protect the rare eastern saline wetlands and the endan-
gered species that exist there. $800,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Project to improve stormwater quality by reducing the amount of storm-
water runoff and phosphorus fertilizer draining into Lincoln/Lancaster 
County streams and lakes. $45,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Little Blue Natural Resources District
Purchase of soil moisture probes and for 50% cost share money to install 
flow meters on high capacity irrigation wells within  “Unit 8” of the Little 
Blue NRD. $90,240 (yr. 2 of 2)

Funding was granted for a period of two years for dam rehabilitation on 
five small dams upstream of the newly constructed Lone Star Reservoir. 
$42,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Funding will be used for cost-share monies for the purchase of soil mois-
ture equipment to help producers determine when irrigation is needed. 
$14,450 (yr. 1 of 3)

Lower Big Blue Natural Resources District
Funding to reduce  sediment and nutrients to  Big Indian Lake Recreation 
Area to acceptable levels to enhance water quality. $75,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

Lower Loup Natural Resources District
Workshops to provide information regarding uses of woody biomass, 
merchantable timber, and red cedar management options. $46,075 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Lower  Platte North  Natural Resources District
Project to develop a regional groundwater flow model that will be used to 
analyze the interactions of aquifer-stream-well systems. $82,167 (yr.1 
of 3)

Funding to purchase a no-till grass drill for landowners to use in estab-
lishing cool and warm season grasses for soil conservation, water quality 
and wildlife habitat. $15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Lower  Platte South Natural Resources District
Funding to assemble environmental and natural resource-related informa-
tion into a geo-database and geographic information system to assist 
local land use jurisdictions in making informed decisions in natural areas 
with environmental features and constraints. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

National Audubon Society
Acquisition and restoration project in the Big Bend Reach of the Platte 
River.  $243, 250 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality
Funding to establish a mercury wet-deposition monitoring site to better 
understand the statewide status of mercury in Nebraska. $40,844 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Nebraska Department of Natural Resources
Project is to develop and deliver an organized water management educa-
tional program. $215,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

A study to understand the complex behavior and response of river sys-
tems to riparian vegetation removal. $224, 490 (yr. 1 of 2)

 Evaluate tilled versus no-tilled practices on water quality and quantity. 
$313, 986 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Forest Service
Funding for forest stand improvement practices in the Pine Ridge forest 
ecosystem in Northwest Nebraska.  $100,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
Funding to conserve, restore and enhance water quality of aquatic 
ecosystems across the state using environmentally sound rehabilitation 
techniques. $303,333 (yr. 2 of 3)

Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan- Phase II to implement the state’s first 
comprehensive wildlife conservation strategy through the Legacy Plan 
flagship Initiatives in the seven selected biologically unique landscapes 
(BULs). $295,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding for  the collection and evaluation of information for instream flow 
recommendations for the Niobrara River Basin. $200,000 (yr. 2 of 2)

Funding to improve wildlife habitat on private and public lands by install-
ing fencing and watering facilities to allow for prescribed grazing manage-
ment. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Funding of WILD Nebraska to increase and improve wildlife habitat on 
private land and public land not owned or controlled by the Commission to 
optimize recreational access opportunities. $100,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Habitat improvement for grassland birds on 25,000 acres  on U. S. 
Dept. of Agriculture’s (USDA) Conservation Reserve Program land across 
Nebraska. $225,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

A voluntary, incentive based conservation program designed to address 
Nebraska’s water quality and wildlife resource problems. $175,000. (yr. 
1 of 3)

Nebraska Grazing Lands Coalition
Establish 10 community networks for educating ranchers on grazing 
strategies.  $150,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska Partnership for All-Bird Conservation
The development of a “Nebraska’s Bird Diversity” interactive curriculum 
on CD and supporting materials on Nebraska’s eco-regions. $47, 105 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Page 14



Platte River Basin Environments, Inc.
Funding to acquire the 4,800-acre Montz property, a critical habitat 
tract located in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts Bluff County. $1,000,000 
(yr. 1 of 1)

Prairie Land RC & D Council
Funding to implement conservation practices in the Shell Creek water-
shed that will increase water quality and reduce damage from erosion 
and flooding. $150,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project to increase the adoption and sustainable use of Continuous No-
Till by one million acres. $110,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Prescribed Burn Task Force
Purchase additional fire tool caches and funding for burn schools. 
$ 51,550 (yr. 1 of 3)

Quail Forever
To promote enrollment in conservation programs that restore and 
maintain wildlife habitat and reduce water consumption. $350,000 (yr. 
1 of 1)

Rainwater Basin Joint Venture
Funding to restore, enhance and protect wetland and associated 
upland habitat within the Rainwater Basin landscape  in south-central 
Nebraska. $300,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Purchase of Hiebner Working Landscape  Conservation  Easement to 
permanently restore 318.4 acres of wetlands and grasslands within the 
Rainwater Basin in south-central Nebraska. $316,174 (yr. 1 of 2)

Use of LIDAR data to delineate and restore thousands of acres of wet-
lands in the Rainwater Basin, Platte and Republican Rivers. $560,000 
(yr .1 of  2)

Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
Project to inform and educate students, teachers, landowners, and 
resource professionals about shortgrass prairie and ponderosa pine 
ecosystems of the panhandle of Nebraska. $68,277 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding for recovery and protection activities for Mountain Plovers and 
Ferruginous hawks in western Nebraska. $104, 775 (yr. 1 of 1)

Sandhills Task Force
Improving water quality and quantity in sandhill streams, wetlands and 
wet meadows. $312,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

The Nature Conservancy
Restoration of native plants on 40 acres of native floodplain grassland 
habitat along the Missouri River. $15,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

The Nebraska Land Trust Inc.
Funding towards the purchase of conservation easements to perma-
nently protect land from subdivision and development near Schramm 
Park. $1,100,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

The Platte River Habitat Partnership
To establish a “rent for rest” program to offer landowners high-value 
forage while they rest overgrazed pastures and meadows. $141, 261 
(yr. 2 of 3)

Projects for habitat improvement; outreach and education; research, 
inventory and survey work; and pure capacity building for avian conserva-
tion. $40,000 (yr. 1 of 1)

Nebraska State Recycling Association
Strategic positioning of  waste reduction and recycling equipment. 
$150,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Project to recruit neighborhood leaders to support the placement of 
“mini” drop-off centers in shopping strips, schools, churches and other 
sites that allow for public access.  $103,000 (yr.1 of 1)

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum
Funding community forest restoration projects on public property . 
$332,510 (yr. 1 of 3)

Nebraska Tallgrass Prairie Partnership
Cost share program for landowners to implement tallgrass prairie 
conservation projects on private lands. $225,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

Nemaha Natural Resources District
Funding towards grade stabilization structures in Big Muddy Creek 
Watershed. $267, 850 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding for cost share on flow meters on high capacity wells in the 
district.  $20,000 (yr. 1 of 2)

North Platte Natural Resources District
Funds to pay for aerial geophysical survey and subsequent interpreta-
tion of data. $450,000 (yr 1 of 2).

Northeast Nebraska RC & D
Funding for the control of invasive species within the eight biologically 
unique landscapes (BULs) through the Northeast Nebraska Weed 
Management Area. $30,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Project to promote organic farming to reduce non-point source pollution 
while building a resilient soil and stronger economic base. $100,250 
(yr. 1 of 3)

Pheasants Forever Nebraska Chapters
Medicine Creek Chapter
Webster County Chapter

Grants for the purchase of new no-till drills for conservation plantings. 
$15,000 to each chapter.

Pheasants Forever, Inc.
Program to establish permanent wildlife corners on center-pivot irriga-
tion fields in cooperation with local landowners and Natural Resources 
Districts. $200,000 (yr. 2 of 3)

Funding for new Mobile Prescribed Burning Units for the use of pre-
scribed burning as a management tool. $13,275 (yr. 1 of 1)

University of Nebraska - Cooperative Extension
Funding to provide financial and technical assistance to small livestock 
producers to reduce the environmental impact of livestock facilities. 
$200,000 (yr. 3 of 3)

University of Nebraska - Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit
Grant to collect and disseminate information on the threat of invasive 
species in Nebraska. $109,379 (yr. 3 of 3)

University of Nebraska - Lincoln
Grant to develop a science based Odor Footprint Tool to assist land-
owners with reducing the odor impact of their livestock operations. 
$35,100 (yr.  3 of 3)

To resolve controversies and conflicts regarding tern and plovers as 
endangered and threatened species. $130,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Educator workshops to provide teachers with the training and stan-
dards based tools they need to integrate conservation/environment 
based education into their classroom curricula. $183, 170 (yr. 1 of 1)

Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District
Cost-share funds to install water meters on approximately 3,000 ir-
rigation wells. $300,000.(yr . 3 of 3)

Upper Elkhorn Natural Resources District
Cost- share assistance for best management practices along the East 
Branch Verdigris Creek Watershed. $43,290 (yr. 3 of 3)

Assistance to irrigators to install water meters on their irrigation 
systems. $35,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

Upper Loup Natural Resources District
Grant to provide more accurate hydrogeologic information on  aquifers 
for use in ground water models and for local resource management plans. 
$130,000 (yr. 1 of 3)

WasteCap Nebraska
Funding to manage electronic waste in the state. $74,854 (yr. 1 of 1)

Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and Educational Foundation
To restore and conserve rare native grasses, plant life and wildlife at the 
Willa Cather Memorial Prairie. $10,159 (yr. 1 of 3)
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