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In 1992, the state created the Nebraska Environmental Trust, 
funded by the state lottery. Common wisdom back then predicted 
that, in spite of the importance of the work to be done, this program 
would be gone within a few years as funding dwindled and 
people lost interest. 

I'm glad to report that the Trust is not only still here but has 
continued to grow in serving Nebraskans and the "Good Life." 
In 2000, the Trust made its seventh round of annual grant 
awards, nearing $45 million in project assistance. That figure 
represents an enormous variety and magnitude of work all across 
the state. Not for just a few, but for everyone who enjoys and 
treasures the rich beauty of Natural Nebraska. Not just for now, 
but for decades and generations to come. 

Now more than ever, it is a must to continue. We're proud of 
the good work we've been able to support. But the con1petition 
for these dollars is growing, and hundreds of projects are left 
undone. If we don't act now to protect our resources, they could 
be lost forever. With great anticipation, we have launched 
a program to provide an opportunity for anyone to contribute 
directly to the work of the hundreds of Nebraskans who are . 
protecting our great outdoors through projects funded by the Trust. 
You'll want to take a good look at page three for more details. 

This report can only hit the highlights of projects the Trust has 
funded. But I hope after reading it you'll be as excited as we are, 
not only about where we have been but also about the great 
opportunities to come. We invite you to join with us to assure 
Natural Nebraska will continue to be the greatest gift we leave 
our children and our grandchildren. 

~z-.? 
Dick Mercer 
Chairman of the Board 
Nebraska Environmental Trust 
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Grantees share experiences at the Kearney Summit. 

w Priorit-es for the 2 st Century 
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The Nebraska Environmental 
Trust enters the new century 
with funding priorities designed 
from the ground up by Nebraska 
citizens. These priorities define 
the results that Trust-funded 
projects will be designed 
to achieve. 

More than 100 representatives 
of conservation, agriculture, 
business, education and govern
ment came together to discuss 
the successes, new directions and 
challenges. A draft statement of 
priorities was produced from 
this meeting, and presented at 
seven public meetings across 
the state. 

Public input culminated with 
a summit in Kearney in March 
2000. Grantee exhibits and 
presentations on conservation 
attitudes from research leader 
Environics International set the 
stage for thoughtful analysis of 
the draft statement and public 

comment from previous meetings. 
Trust board members worked 
with small groups in generating 
a final statement of funding 
priorities which reflects 
Nebraskans' yen for long-
lasting, cost-effective projects 
in four important arenas. 

Priority List 
III • • ••• ••• • 

• Water Quality • Recycling 

• Habitat for wildlife 
development 

and green spaces in • Carbon 
our communities management 
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7he best gift you can leave your c ildren is righ 
under their feet. In the airt at they breathe. The 
water they drink. NATURAL NEBRASKA 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

As Nebraskans, we feel a 
strong responsibility to manage 
our natural environment, to 
protect it now and for the future. 
In a survey conducted in October 
1999, 77% of Nebraskans agreed 
that we need to do even more to 
protect our natural resources. 
Since 1994, nearly $177,000,000 
of worthy projects have been 
turned away due to a lack of 
available funds. Nebraskans' 
willingness to do the work, to 
meet our responsibility to the 
land, clearly exceeds our current 
financial ability. 

At the same time, we must 
live within our means. While 
wanting to do more, we are 
proud of the fact that the 
Nebraska Environmental 
Trust has always been funded 

Visit the website: www.naturalnebraska.org 
http://www.naturalnebraska.org 

Call 866-NAT-NEBRfor your contribution packet. 

voluntarily, through proceeds 
generated by those who chose 
to play the Nebraska Lottery. 

With the outstanding support 
of the Nebraska Legislature and 
Governor Mike Johanns, a 
savings program for the Trust 
was authorized in April 2000. 
Known as the Natural Nebraska 
Fund, this program was 
developed to provide an 
opportunity for anyone to 
contribute directly to the work 

supported by the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust. With native 
conunon sense, we are building 
a nest egg for the future, to 
assure that we will always be 
able to preserve the bounty and 
beauty that is the heart of The 
Good Life in our great state. 

Look for the announcement 
of the first Natural Nebraska 
campaign in March 2001, 
co-chaired by Governor Mike and 
First Lady Stephanie Johanns. 
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Creating Corners 
and Corridors 
for Wildlife 

A major effort found 
Pheasants Forever and the 
Natural Resources Districts 
joining forces in the Corners 
for Wildlife projects, which seek 
out little patches of ground to 
set-aside for wildlife habitat, 
conservation, water quality and 
general resource enhancement. 
And, this program goes hand in 
hand with the distribution of 
seed drills specially equipped 
for native grasses, which relies 
on the volunteer efforts of 
Pheasants Forever members. 

Along with many other 
Environmental Trust funded 

o Drills 

D 
D 

Corners 

Both 

The impact of one volunteer effort reaches 
nearly every corner of Nebraska. 

projects, the no-till seed drill 
effort is a prime example of 
getting real "bang for the buck." 
The Trust authorized grants 
totaling $250,610, but reaped 
benefits of over $2,750,000 -
11 times the grant amount with 
only 14 projects reporting. This 

program is an exceptional coop
erative effort, since Pheasants 
Forever provides the seed, while 
land -owners set aside the acres 
and do the planting, and local 
government provides scheduling 
and maintenance. Projects 
involved 8,280 acres. 

SEED DRILL SITES -
Seed drills purchased by the 
Environmental Trust are 
strategically located across 
the state for use by farmers 
in planting lands for water 
quality and wildlife habitat 
enhancement, as well as soil 
conservation. The nominal 
rental paid by farmers to use 
the drills goes to maintaining 
the equipment. Here is Terri 
Edeal who schedules the drill 
in Lexington. 
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CONSERVATION -
All of the Rainwater Basins 
projects are conducted with 

landowners who chose to 
participate through 

their commitment 
to conservation. 

An extensive, ongoing wetlands 
project has been funded for several 
cycles and has made significant strides 
towards its goals of 25,000 acres of 
additional wetlands and 25,000 acres 
of additional upland acres. Sponsored 
by the Rainwater Basin Joint Venture, 
the project involves wetland acquisition 
and restoration, and facilitation of the 
transition of land use to pasture / hay 
land and incentives to landowners to 
restore and manage wetland habitat 
on their lands. Partners include 
nine government agencies and 
conservation organizations. 

KIDS ARE ONE REASON -
A day care class visits Massey Lagoon 
and "scopes" the area with homemade 
"binoculars. " The Rainwater Basin 
projects ensure this habitat will endure 
for future generations. 
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Thanks to Legislative initiatives in the 

early 1990s, Nebraska's statewide recycling 
rate for major products has nearly tripled 
... from about 240 million pounds in 1992 
to 700 million pounds in 1998. 

During this time, the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust and Nebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality 
spent $15 million on grants for recycling 
collection, processing, end-use / manufac
turing and market development. 

Nebraska recycling efforts have 
produced substantial economic and 
environmental benefits: 

• $51 million worth of recycled 
commodities processed 

• 91 million cubic yards of 
landfill space saved 

• 20 million MBTU of 
energy saved 

• 450,000 acres of forests 
preserved globally 

• Avoidance of air and 
water pollutants 

Assessment of Nebraska Recycling and 
Waste Reduction Grant Programs 

- Tellus Institute, January 2000 

ALLEY CAT - A $280,000 grant enabled 
the Nebraska State Recycling Association 

to place" Alley Cat" trailers, manufactured 
in Beatrice, Nebraska, and other equipment 
in 28 small communities to collect recyclables. 
Use of the Alley Cat has resulted in a 60% 
increase in recycling, based on reports from 

23 of the communities involved. In-kind 
and cash matches total over $423,000. 

6 • Environmental 7rust 

These youngsters promote recycling to conserve 
energy, raw materials and save landfill costs. 
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Ogallala Kids Care and Work 
Ogallala Public Schools used 

their $7,000 recycling grant from 
the Environmental Trust in 
"grand" style ... recycling over 
323,302 pounds of materials with 

the help of families, teachers, 
friends and community members. 

They volunteered 6,466 hours 
picking up newspapers, glass, 
cardboard, magazines, catalogs, 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Keith County NEWS - May 17, 1999 

pop bottles and aluminum cans. 
Savings in tipping fees plus 
the value of volunteer hours 
amounted to about $34,000 ... 
almost 5 times the NET grant. 
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The Nebraska Environmental Trust. • • 

FY 1999-2000 INCOME & EXPENSE 
Operations 

Grant Awards 

Total 

• $215,441.02 • Interest Income $842,139.09 
• 

• is funded by the Nebraska 
Lottery. The Lottery has 
transferred nearly $45 million 
to the Trust at this writing. 
The Trust currently receives 
49.5% of lottery profits. 
Prior to 1996, the Trust 
received 25%. 

8,994,597.00 : Lottery Proceeds 8,854,322.00 

$9,210,038.02 : Total $9,696,461.09 

• covers the cost of operations 
through less than 26% of 
interest earnings. The Trust 
has operated with an overhead 
of less than 20/0 of income since 
its creation. 

• has completed seven grant 
cycles and will announce the 

resul ts of the eighth round 
of award recommendations 
in February 2001. 

• has received 1,079 grant 
applications and issued 
480 grants. 

• calculates the amount 
available to award based 
on funds actually deposited 
on account but not yet 
obligated at the time of 
the award decision. 

1994-2000 GRANT AWARDS 
YEAR REQUESTED AWARDED 

1994 30,544,053 3,819,622 

1995 17,498,350 5;103,230 

1996 22,088,891 5,510,460 

1997 29,384,578 2,684,510 

1998 36,137,931 6,855,540 

1999 58,935,806 12,106,370 

2000 27,353,827 8,929,487 

Demand for Trust dollars has averaged five times the amount available. 
Requests total $221,943,436.00. 

The February 2001 award is expected to approach approximately $9 million. 

• screens all projects through 
eligibility and rating criteria, 
based on standards set by 
the Nebraska Legislature. 

1994-2000 
GRANT AWARDS 

BY CATAGORY 
CATEGORY DOLLARS 

Education $450,300.00 

Wildlife Habitat 15,147,242.00 

Water Quality 8,488,744.00 

Recycling 6,674,580.00 

Urban Greening 3,027,473 . .00 

Lakes 11,172,735.00 

Total $44,966,074.00 

Education = 2% 

Wildlife Habitat = 33.7% 

Water Quality = 13.9% 

Recycling = 18.9% 

Urban Greening = 6.7% 

Lakes = 24.8% 
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