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Perhaps it is our natural human inclination to act only after we are in 
crisis, when we have already allowed a situation to deteriorate. But it is a 
measure of our character as a SOciety that we are willing to invest prospectively: 
to prevent pollution, to protect wonderful expanses of land that speak to many 
people, to preserve habitat for creatures that may have no economic value in 
and of themselves but that truly have a right to share the earth with us. 

As taxpayers we must ask, what is the cost of no action? Not perhaps 
today or tomorrow but to our children and our children's children? We must 
keep faith with future Nebraskans, so they can enjoy the same beauty and 
safety of our resources that we all enjoy and benefit from today. 

I cannot imagine a better mechanism for providing for the stewardship 
of our natural resources than the Nebraska Environmental Trust Fund. The 
Trust sets funding priorities and enables projects in partnership with the citizens 
of the state. There is no large bureaucracy to stand between the people and 
what actually happens on the ground. Through our unique structure we tap 
into vast existing state resources with minimal additional cost to the public we 
serve. 

The Nebraska Environmental Trust participates in high quality 
projects that then leverage our investment with private sector funding, federal 
dollars, local initiative, and untapped community capacity. The result is a 
legacy of natural resources that every Nebraskan can see, touch, feel and 
benefit from in a real sense. 

The following pages highlight some of the successes of our work. We 
invite you to enjoy these pages and join us as supporters of this important work. 

. Susan Seacrest 
Chairwoman 1999-2000 

Since it is not granted to us to live long, let us transmit to posterity some 
memorial that we have at least lived.-Pliny the Younger 



..... Cooperative Hydrology-Platte River & Basin 
",.. Grant: $1,060,000 Match: $741,110 

Under the leadership of the Central Platte NRD, the Cooperative Hydrology 
Project is providing comprehensive information to determine how to best use and 
protect the Platte River and its water. This information is essential to protect 
Nebraska's municipal and agricultural water interests and important wildlife 
habitat. 

The study will be used to: 

• Make better decisions about water policy 
• Protect and preserve habitat for fish and wildlife 
• Develop additional water conservation and water supply projects 

Groundwater Information Program 
Grant: $388,000 Match: $72,240 

At the western edge of the historic Platte River, the North Platte NRD is 
spearheading this project to further our scientific understanding of the vast un
derground resource of the aquifer supplying the Panhandle. 

This program: 

• Drilled more than 130 monitoring wells since 1994 
• Provides better wellhead protection 
• Protects the public from water contamination 
• Provide information to homeowners, cities, contractors, agencies, well-drillers 
• Contributes to the Cooperative Hydrology Project knowledge base 

Partners: 

Platte region NRDs 

State of Nebraska 

Area Irrigation & Public 
Power Districts 

Nebraska Audubon Society 

Platte River Whooping 
Crane Trust 

Nebraska Water Users 

Nebraska Farm Bureau 

Nebraska Water Resources 
Association 

Partners: 

North Platte NRD 

Nebraska Conserva
tion and Survey Divi
sion 

Photo courtesy of NEBRASKA land magazine 



the 21 st Century 

Lake Rehabilitation in 57 communities 
Grants Total: $8.9 million r-r--~--,----.;.,....:...--~-:---...-------,. 
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These community lakes once 
suffered from erosion and vegetative 
overgrowth. Now they sparkle again 
for fishing, boating and swimming. 
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Project partners average matching 
contributions two times or more of the 
Trust grant amounts. This leveraging 
of private and federal dollars improves 
the hometown quality of life that 
Nebraskans hold so dear. Habitat, 
tourism and recreation and water 
quality are all enhanced. 
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Republican River Water Management Initiative 
Grants Total: $826,000 Match: $272,000 

The Republican River Basin has over 30 communities with 
contamination levels in excess of safe drinking water standards. 
This project is developing a flow model and water quality 
analysis to: 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

Provide better and more accurate information on area 
water quality 
Prevent further contamination of the water supply 
Fund cost-sharing incentives and technical assistance to 
landowners 
Save money in future health care costs and clean-up efforts 
Ensure that local economies benefit from recreational 
tourism 

Back to the River 
Grants Total: $1,150,000 Match: $6,250,000 

The Missouri River is listed as one of the ten most endangered rivers in North 
America. This ambitious project seeks to restore 137 rivers miles within 6 Nebraska 
counties. 

The projects will : 
• Restore the oxbows, chutes and braided banks that support wildlife 
• Enhance floodplain management 
• Provide family recreation and river access 
• Enhance economic development 

Photos courtesy of NEBRASKAland magazine 

Partners: 

Area Natural Resource 
Districts 

Area irrigation districts 

Area Natural Resource 
Conservation Districts 

U.S. Geological Survey 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

Land users 

Partners: 

Papio-Missouri NRD 

Douglas Co. 
Environmental Services 

Fontenelle Forest 
Association 

Missouri River 
Preservation Authority 

Nat'} Park Service 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service 

Omaha Parks Dept. 

City of Council Bluffs 



Omaha World Herald Branching Out-Year 1 
Grant: $230,000 Match: $302,250 

In October 1997, the City of Omaha lost tens of thousands of trees in the most devastating 
snowstorm of this century. The community responded by founding "Branching Out", a 
program of exemplary collaboration to replant the urban canopy. Special emphasis is placed 
on selecting species highly adapted to our demanding Nebraska climate. 

These plantings provide important community benefits: 
• Habitat for great numbers of wildlife species 
• Reduce air pollution 
• Save energy by modifying the local climate 
• Reduce winter wind and create snow barriers 
• Reduce noise pollution 

Partners: 

Omaha World-Herald 

Papio-Missouri River 
Natural Resources 
Dist. 

OPPD 

Douglas Co. Environ
mental Services 

Cities of Omaha & 
Council Bluffs 

University of Nebraska 

Nat'l Arbor Day 
Foundation 

Nebr. Nursery & Land
scape Association 

KMTV 

KFAB 

"Many of the trees now being removed 
were planted decades ago by 
Nebraskans who knew they might never 
enjoy the full shade of the branches. We 
must now plant so future generations 
can enjoy the green canopy that contrib
utes so much to the region's beauty. " 

- John Gottschalk 
Branching Out Co-Chair 

Nebraska Statewide Arboretum Green Space 
Initiative 

Partners: 

Grant: $1,332,000 Match: $482,295 

Volunteers enjoy the Gross High Arboretum site in 
Omaha, a Green Space Initiative project. 

Pbotos by Mark Dietz 

It is no wonder Nebraska is the home of 
Arbor Day, as Nebraskans love trees. Since 
1996, the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum 
has administered a program of community 
grants for the Trust, in 136 cites, town and 
villages. 

The program also provides training in 
landscape planning and maintenance and 
promotes sustainable, environmentally 
sound public green space development. Re
sults: 
• Lower landscape maintenance costs us

ing less labor, water and chemicals 
• Improved water quality 
• Enhanced quality of life 

Nebraska Forest Ser
vice 

UN-L Dept. of Horticul
ture 

Landscape & nursery 
professionals across 
the state 

Community and civic 
groups 

Volunteers and others 



Rural resources - a Conserva 

Corners for Wildlife: 
Grants: $710,000 Match: $839,595 

Corners for Wildlife is an innovative program 
initiated by the Nebraska Chapter of Pheasants 
Forever. The program takes corners of fields irrigated 
by center pivots and converts them into permanent 
habitat for pheasants, bobwhites, grassland songbirds 
and other wildlife. In the process, soil erosion is 
reduced, water quality improved and recreational 
opportunities multiplied. 

Since 1994, Corners for Wildlife has: 
Enrolled over 300 corners 
Planted 167,425 trees and shrubs 
Created 2000 acres of nesting cover 

Sandhills Task Force 
Grants: $1,001,000 Match: $1,680,483 

The Sandhills Task Force was formed to promote the development of producer-friendly 
conservation strategies. The Task Force plans to restore area wetlands that have been 
damaged by increased water flows and washouts of aged structures. At the same time, they 
adopt management practices and strategies that will keep the wetlands in the local economic 
base. The Task Force has developed a revolving conservation account to assure continuing 
efforts in the future. 

Task Force projects 
Restore wildlife habitat 
Protect local water quality 
Restore water supplies to 
ranch operations and in
crease hay production 
Provide flood control 

The task force is made lip of nine ranch members and 
six conservation agencies. 

Nebraska Water Quality Initiative 
Grants: $200,000 Match $115,000 

The Nebraska Water Quality Initiative establishes grass filter strips between agricultural fields 
and the banks of streams, lakes, ponds and wetlands to reduce the runoff of topsoil, herbicides 
and nutrients. Funds are provided to producers to reduce the costs of installation. 

Grass filter strips: 
e Reduce herbicide runoff by up to 88 percent 
• Cut runoff of soil by 89 percent 
e Diminish nitrogen loss by 73 percent 
• Trap pathogens, bacteria and heavy metals 

Photos courtesy of NEBRASKAland magazine 

The Nebraska Water Quality Initiative: 
• Established 20 trial filter strip sites in 

target areas 
• Will establish 80 additional demonstration 

sites 

Partners: 

Nebraska Chapters of 
Pheasants Forever 

19 Nebraska Natural 
Resource Districts 

Landowners 

Partners: 

Nebraska Cattlemen 

Natural Resource Con
servation Service 

The Nature Consera 

vancy 

Nebraska Game & 
Parks 

U. S. Fish & Wildlife 

Landowners 

Partners: 

Nebraska Corngrowers 
Association 

Nebraska Corn Board 

Nebraska Grain Sor
ghum Board 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

Landowners 

State of Nebraska 



bu¥recyc/ed today 

Pesticide Disposal Collection Program 
Grant: $250,000 Match: $438,080 

Since 1995, Nebraskan's have been able to safely dispose of unwanted pesticides 
and other chemicals that are no longer legal or no longer usable .. 

With over 20 collections sites across the state, everyone in Nebraska has had the 
opportunity to rid themselves of these dangerous chemicals that can contaminate our 
soil and groundwater. 

Over one million pounds of chemicals have been properly disposed of through this 
program pioneered by the Nebraska Fertilizer and Ag Chemical Institute. 

Partners: 

Nebraska Fertilizer and 
Ag Chemical Institute 

Nebraska Dept. of Ag 

UNL Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural 
Resources 

Department of 
Environmental Quality 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 

"One can only imagine where some of these 
products mIght have ended up without the 
Pesticide Disposal Collection Program. " 

-Richard Reiman 
Bureau of Plant Industry 

The Environmental Trust supports recycling 
activities such as America Recycles Day and the 
Nebraska Recycling Economic Development 
Advocate through staff activities as well as 
grants. 

Midland Recycling Turns Trash To Cash 
Grant: $335,000 Match: $374,456 

According to EPA the average person generates 87 pounds of glass annually. This 
represents an estimated total of 72,000 tons of glass products generated in Nebraska each 
year. With only 3,337 tons of glass recycled in Nebraska in 1997, nearly 95% of Ne
braska's glass is being put in landfills or littered throughout the state. 

The problem is that it costs more to ship bottles to recycling processors than the value 
of the glass. But now, Midland Recycling in Lincoln is turning this economic liability into 
an economic asset by installing a glass beneficiation facility that produces "furnace
ready" glass cullet that can be sold to glass manufacturers at a "premium" price. 

In association with the Nebraska State Recycling Association, Midland Recycling is 
holding a series of rural community workshops to help explain the quality standards re
quired by the beneficiation facility and how each community should collect and sort their 
glass .. . so that eventually every Nebraskan can turn trash to cash for their community. 

Partners: 

Midlands Recycling 

Nebraska co'mmunities 

NE Dept. of Economic 
Development 

NE State Recycling 
Association 

NE Dept. of 
Environmental Quality 



In focus: 

Current board 
members pictured at 
left, seated, are Dick 
Mercer, Susan 
Seacrest, Gloria 
Erickson, Paul Dunn, 
Lynn Roper; and 
standing, Mike Linder, 
Roger Patterson, Dayle 
Williamson, Vincent 
Kramper, Rex Amack, 
GailYanneyand 
Richard Nelson. Not 
pictured are Merlyn 
Carlson, Phil Giltner 
and Brad Hansen. 

The Trust Board is composed of nine citizens, three each from each Congressional District, and 
the directors of six state agencies. The citizen majority was deliberately created to assure that the 
Trust remain close to the people of the state. These board members represent agriculture, conserva
tion, finance and investing, recycling and wildlife recreation interests. 

The agency directors provide a unique level of coordination, oversight and cooperation across 
department divisions. For example, agency staff serve as technical advisors who evaluate project 
proposals for technical feasibility and quality of design. After project selection, agencies are frequently 
involved in oversight of project implementation, contributing to the high quality of completed pro
jects. The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission provides a variety of administrative services under 
contract to the Trust, and all member agencies offer technical support as appropriate. 

Number of Grants 

9% 

34% 

Legend: Size of Award of Grant 

J$1-15,000 

0 $100,001-250,000 
0$15,001-100,000 

0$250,001 OR MORE 

Although only 3% of Trust funds are 
awarded to grants of $15,000 or less, these 
projects represent 41 % of the awards. 

Known as Recognition Grants, they 
recognize the contributions of community 
groups, civic pride and volunteer capital. 

Amount of Money 
3% 

31% 



Income and Expense History 

Operations $810,440.57 

Grant Awards $36,049,587 

Interest Income $2,904,568.90 

Lottery proceeds $38,340,086 

The Nebraska Environmental Trust . .. 

• .. .is funded by the Nebraska Lottery. The 
Lottery has transferred more than $38 million 
to the Trust at this writing. The Trust currently 
receives 49. % of lottery profits. Prior to July 
1996, the Trust received 25%. 

• ... covers the cost of operations through in-
terest earnings. The Trust has operated with an 
overhead expenditure of less than 2% of in
come since it was created. 

• ' " has completed six grant cycles, and will 
announce the results of the seventh round of 
award recommendations in February, 2000. 

• .. . has received 940 applications and issued 392 
grants. 

• .,. calculates the amount available to award 
based on funds actually deposited on account 
but not yet obligated at the time of the award 
decision .. 

• .. . screens all projects through eligibility and 
rating criteria based on standards set by the 
Nebraska Legislature. 

Demand Outstrips Availability 

o Requests 

S60.000,OOO OAwards 

S50.000.000 

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 (est.) 

Demand for Trust dollars is approximately five 
times the amount available. Requests total 
$222,157,969. 

The Feb. 2000 award is prOjected to total ap
proximately $9 million. 

Grant Awards by Category 1994-1999 

7% 

[JJ Education 

o Recycling 

1% 

o Wildlife Habitat 0 Water Quality 

• Urban Greening 0 Lakes 

Category 

Education 

Wildlife Habitat 

Water Quality 

Recycling 

Urban Greening 

Lakes 

Total 

Dollars 

$450,300.00 

$12,352,140.00 

$6,145,694.00 

$5,818,075.00 

$2,392,473.00 

$8,890,905.00 

$36,049,587.00 


