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I NEBRASKA MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM

I Introduction

S ince the mid 1960s, the
Nebraska Migrant Educa-
tion Program (MEP) has been
working to ensure that migrant
children fully benefit from the
same free public education
provided to other children. To
achieve this, the MEP supports
educational programs for mi-
grant children to help reduce
the educational disruptions
and other problems that result
from repeated moves. Migrant
students have many risk fac-
tors in common with other dis-
advantaged students (e.g.,
poverty, poor health, learning
disabilities), but they also face
additional challenges unique
to their situations (e.g., disrup-
tion of education, poor record-
keeping between schools, cul-
tural and language difficulties,
and isolation).

As part of the Nebraska
State Department of Edu-
cation, the Nebraska MEP is
federally funded under Title |,

Part C of the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001. Currently,
children who qualify for the
program are identified and re-
cruited throughout the state
and provided services through
local school districts and Edu-
cational Service Units (ESUs).

State migrant education

programs are required to:

e Properly and timely identify
and recruit all eligible mi-
grant children in the state,
including securing pertinent
information to document the
basis of a child’s eligibility;

e Ensure that the special edu-
cational needs of migrant
children are identified and
addressed;

e Provide

migrant students

with the opportunity to meet
the same challenging state
academic content standards
that all children are expected
to meet;

e Promote interstate and intra-
state coordination of services

for migrant children, includ-
ing providing for educational
continuity through the timely
transfer of pertinent school
records; and,

e Encourage family literacy
services for migrant students
and their families.

To the extent feasible, all
state migrant education
programs are also required to
provide for advocacy and out-
reach for migratory children
and their families on such top-
ics as education, health, nutri-
tion, and social services. They
must also provide professional
development programs for
teachers and other program
personnel; family literacy pro-
grams; the integration of infor-
mation technology into MEP
activities; and programs to fa-
cilitate the transition of sec-
ondary school students to post
secondary education or em-
ployment.




NEBRASKA MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM

Migrant Child

According to sections 1115(b)(1)(A) (incorporated into the MEP program by virtue of sections
1304(c)(2)) and 1309(2) of the statute and §§ 200.81(e) and 200.103(a) of the regulations, a
child is a “migratory child” and is eligible for MEP services if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The child is not older than 21 years of age; and

2. The child is entitled to a free public education (through grade 12) under State law or is below
the age of compulsory school attendance; and

3. The child is a migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher, or the child has a parent,
spouse, or guardian who is a migratory agricultural worker or a migratory fisher; and

4. The child moved within the preceding 36 months in order to seek or obtain qualifying work,
or to accompany or join the migratory agricultural worker or migratory fisher identified in
paragraph 3, above, in order to seek or obtain qualifying work; and

5. With regard to the move identified in paragraph 4, above, the child:

a. Has moved from one school district to another; or

b. In a State that is comprised of a single school district, has moved from one
administrative area to another within such district; or

c. Resides in a school district of more than 15,000 square miles and migrates a
distance of 20 miles or more to a temporary residence to engage in or to
accompany or join a parent, spouse, or guardian who engages in a fishing
activity. (This provision currently applies only to Alaska.)

”n o« ”n u

Note that the terms “migratory agricultural worker,” “migratory fisher,” “move or
moved,” “in order to obtain,” and “qualifying work” are defined in § 200.81 of the
regulations.




I NEBRASKA MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM

| State ID&R Plan

Finding and enrolling eligi-
ble migrant children is a
cornerstone of the Nebraska

Migrant Education Program
(MEP) and its importance can-
not be overemphasized. The
Nebraska MEP is responsible
for the proper and timely iden-
tification and recruitment of all
eligible migrant children and
youth in the State. This in-
cludes securing pertinent in-
formation to document the
basis of a child’s eligibility. Ulti-
mately, it is the state’s respon-
sibility to implement proce-
dures to ensure that migrant
children and youth are both
identified and determined to
be eligible for the MEP.

N ebraska’s Identification
and Recruitment (ID&R)
Plan for the State indicates im-
provements made by the State
in staff development and reor-
ganization of the State re-
cruiting plan. The recruitment
plan takes into consideration

the changing federal non-
regulatory guidance, shifting
migrant  populations, and

changing service needs.

The state currently has
fifteen migrant projects.
Some of the recruiters in the
State of Nebraska are hired by

local school districts or pro-
jects where migrant recruit-
ment is only a part of their job.
These recruiters will be re-
ferred to as project recruiters.
The primary focus of the pro-
ject recruiter is the mission of
the district; priority is given to
meeting educational needs of
the migrant students in a K-12
setting. Their scope of services
is limited to the school district
or the project with little or no
ability to recruit outside de-
fined boundaries, school
hours, or school calendar.

The ID&R plan includes ad-
ditional recruiters referred
to as state recruiters. The
State has a need to recruit in
areas outside current projects
and to address the needs of
migrant children who may not
currently be enrolled in school
districts or other educational
settings. To meet this need,
the State is divided into re-
gions covering the northeast-
ern, southeastern, central, and
western parts of the state. This
system requires the state re-
cruiters to have a statewide
perspective with an emphasis
on migrant children from birth
to five years of age and those
that are outside current K-12
educational settings in project

areas. In non-project areas,
state recruiters will recruit
families with children birth
through 21 years of age and/or
out of school youth. State re-
cruiters may also assist any
district if needed.

This ID&R plan is cost effec-
tive, but extends recruit-
ment services through the
summer months as well as fill-
ing geographic gaps currently
not being addressed. A referral
network has developed be-
tween the project recruiters
and the state recruiters. This
network increases the likeli-
hood of addressing family
needs with support services
outside the realm of the school
district. The revised ID&R plan
will continue to advocate a
state-wide perspective in the
supervision and staff develop-
ment of project and state ID&R
personnel.

The Plan has a State ID&R
Coordinator located at the
Nebraska State Department of
Education. The State ID&R Co-
ordinator is responsible for the
coordination of all recruitment
efforts of the project and state
recruiters.



I'II

GISLE CrlILDREN/ (OUIr]

2011-2012
Duplicated Count
Eligible Migrant Children/Youth by County
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TOTAL: 7,647

This chart is based on data taken from the Nebraska Migrant Education Program data collection
system, MIS 2000. It reflects the information collected during the 2011-2012
program year (9/1/11—8/31/12) and include all eligible migrant youth between the ages of 0-21.
This duplicated count includes children/youth that have resided in more than one district in
the state during the program year.




2011-2012 Project Child Count Totals

Ages 3-21

Wakefield, 67 Alliance, 143
South Sioux City, 207 Crete, 206

ESU 7,879
Omaha, 1,268

ESU 10, 148

ESU 13, 337
Norfolk, 132

Madison, 91
ESU 15,223

Lincoln, 398 Fremont, 98

Grand Island, 375
Lexington, 427 Hastings, 244

These charts are based on data taken from the Nebraska Migrant Education Program data collec-
tion system, MIS 2000. These charts reflect the information collected during the 2011-2012
program year (9/1/11—8/31/12) and include all eligible migrant youth between the ages of 3-21.
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ELIGIBLE CHILDREN/ (OUIH

AGE GENDER
3 246
4 350
5 & d 360
6 392
7 371
8 338
9 317
10 327
11 & d 326
12 — 293
13 d 310
14 d 258
15 i 234
16 d 229 Male
17 4 218
18 i 193 51%
19 d 128
20 |lesd 83
21 4 131
RACE/ETHNICITY GRADE
White American Indian
2%
Ages 3-5 %0
-2nd 971
African American 3rd-5th 917
4%
6th-8th 117
th 12th 794
Ungraded | 1
Resident Only 518
Hispanic

Out of School Youth E Bl
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The chart below includes all eligible migrant youth enrolled during the 2011-2012 program year
who are considered to be Binational children/youth. A Binational child/youth is an eligible
student who has moved between Mexico and the U.S. with his/her parents or as an
emancipated youth at least once in the last 36 months.

BINATIONAL

Binational
26%

Not Binational
74%

The chart below shows the number of all eligible migrant youth enrolled during the 2011-2012
program year, grouped according to when the most recent qualifying move occurred. The
months are calculated from the last day of the reporting period, August 31, 2012.

MOBILITY

4,709

12 Months Previous 13-24 Previous 25-36 Previous 37-48
Months Months Months



NEBRASKA MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM I

Out of School Youth (OSY)

ut of School Youth are migrant youth up through age 21 who are entitled to a free pub-

lic education in the State but are not currently enrolled in a K-12 institution. This could
include students who have dropped out of school prior to the previous school year, youth
who are working on a GED outside of a K-12 institution, and youth who are “here-to-work”
only. During the 2011-2012 year, five percent of Nebraska’s migrant youth were identified as
Out of School Youth.

AGE GENDER

Age 16 3 Female
34%

Age 17 5
Age 18 19
Age 19 48
Age 20 42
Male
Age 21 115 66%
12th d 23
11th d 37
10th — 56
LAST gth 52
GRADE = 12

ATTENDED Z:r'i;_______B
N

1st

Never Attended

These charts are based on data taken from the Nebraska Migrant Education Program
data collection system, MIS 2000. These charts reflect the information collected
during the 2011-2012 program year (9/1/11—8/31/12).
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I NEBRASKA MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM

I Provision of Services

For purposes of the MEP,
“services” are a subset of
all the activities that the MEP
provides through its program
and projects. Although SEAs
and local operating agencies
may spend MEP funds on
many types of allowable activ-
ities, some of these activities
do not constitute a “service”
(e.g., identification and re-
cruitment or parental involve-
ment activities). “Services”
are distinct in that they are
the educational or education-
ally related activities provided
to migrant children to enable
them to succeed in school.
Because student success is
the overarching goal of the
MEP, services are a vital as-
pect of the program. In
providing services, SEAs must
give priority to migrant chil-
dren who are failing or are

most at risk of failing and
whose education has been
interrupted during the regular
school year. These children
would be considered to be
Priority for Service (PFS).

S ervices are a subset of all
the activities that the
MEP provides through its pro-
grams and projects.
“Services” are those educa-
tional or educationally related
activities that: (1) directly
benefit a migrant child; (2)
address a need of a migrant
child consistent with the
SEA’s comprehensive needs
assessment and service deliv-
ery plan; (3) are grounded in
scientifically based research
or, in the case of support ser-
vices, are a generally accept-
ed practice; and (4) are de-
signed to enable the program
to meet its measurable out-

comes and contribute to the
achievement of the State’s
performance targets.

S EAs and local operating
agencies may use MEP
funds to provide the following
types of services:

e Instructional services (e.g.,
educational activities for
preschool-age children and
instruction in elementary
and secondary schools, such
as tutoring before and after
school); and

e Support services (e.g., edu-
cationally related activities,
such as advocacy for mi-
grant children; health, nutri-
tion, and social services for
migrant families; necessary
educational supplies; trans-
portation).
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These charts are based on data taken from the Nebraska Migrant Education Program data collec-
tion system, MIS 2000. These charts reflect the information collected during the 2011-2012
program year (9/1/11—8/31/12) and include all eligible migrant youth between the ages of 3-21.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
SERVED

INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
PROVIDED

Not Served
28%

High School Credit Accrual | 9

English as a Second Language 1,317
General Education Development Certificate

Prevention Education/Health

Portable Assisted Study Sequence

8
F 204

Math

2,061

Preschool

1
F 122

Reading Language Arts 2,238

Science 1,522

1,649

Social Studies
Special Education | 17

Summer School 919

SUPPORT SERVICES
PROVIDED

Clothing

Guidance/Vocational Career Counseling...

Extended Day/Week Program
Family Literacy

Health Services

High School Equivalency Program
Interpretation/Translation
Life Skills

Material Resources

Nutrition

Pre GED

Other

Referral

Transportation

Tutoring

Youth Leadership

158
507
803
296
B 482
0

1,824
185

d 3,019
s 1,038
13
hed 218
hd 927
d 1,295

W 56
hesd 339
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I NEBRASKA MIGRANT EDUCATION PROGRAM

At Risk & Priority for Services

E ach project participating in the Migrant Education Program is required to maintain a list of eligi-
ble migrant students as well as a list of the children/youth receiving migrant services. The eligi-
bility list should indicate whether or not a child/youth is determined to be a Priority for Services
child/youth. Priority for Services is given to migrant children/youth: (1) who are failing, or at most
risk of failing, to meet the State’s challenging State academic content standards and challenging
State student academic achievement standards, and (2) whose education has been interrupted
during the regular school year.

At Risk Criteria
Al. Disabled/IEP — Student is identified as a student with disabilities (i.e. IEP, 504 Plan).

A2. Poor Attendance — Student is not attending school regularly (according to district policy).

A3. Retention — Student has repeated a grade level or a course.

A4. Modal Grade — Student is placed in a class that is not age appropriate (i.e. 1* grade place-
ment, 8 years old).

A5. Credit Deficient — Student is behind in accruing credits toward graduation requirements
(based on local requirements).

A6. Reading Deficient — Student is not at grade level based on the diagnostic reading assessment.

A7. LEP - Student is classified as either non-English proficient or limited English proficient accord-
ing to local language assessment practice.

A8. Low Performance — Student scores in the “not proficient” level on any of the local assess-
ments - Reading, writing, or mathematics.

A9. OSY — A migrant youth under the age of 22 who 1) has not graduated; 2) is not attending
school; 3) is classified as having dropped out and/or is here to work.

A10. Pre-Kdg. — Children ages 3-5 that are not served by any other program.

Interruption of Education During the Regular School Year Based on the Migrant Lifestyle

B1. IntraDistrict Move — Migrant students who move within the regular school year from one
school to another within the district

B2. InterDistrict Move — Migrant students who move across district boundaries within the school
year. These students may have a new Qualifying Arrival Date (QAD).

B3. Two Weeks Absent — Migrant students who do not officially withdraw from a school and are
gone for at least two weeks due to the child’s or family’s migrant lifestyle.

B4. Re-Enroll — Migrant students who do officially withdraw from a school and are gone for at
least two weeks due to the child’s or family’s migrant lifestyle.

11



SERYASEDS

At Risk
Migratory children/youth who are failing, or at risk of failing, to meet the State’s challenging State
academic content standards and challenging State student academic achievement
standards (A1-A10 At Risk Criteria).

AT RISK

AT RISK INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
CHILDREN/YOUTH PROVIDED

High School Credit Accrual | 3
Englishas a Second Language | ——— /3

General Education Development Certificate | 2
Prevention Education/Health F 39
Math e ————— 30|
Portable Assisted Study Sequence | 1
Preschool § 14

At Risk
40%

Reading Language Arts 829
Science 590
Not At Risk Sodial Studies 503

60% Special Education J 9

Summer School N

AT RISK
SUPPORT SERVICES PROVIDED

Clothing E 36
Guidance/Vocational Career Counseling Services 244

Extended Day/Week Program d 337
Family Literacy | 66
Health Services | 69
High School Equivalency Program | 0
Interpretation/Translation d 192
Life Skills = 57
Material Resources OH48
NULIITION  —— 267
Pre GED 1§ 8
Other |Juud 71
Referral d 284
Transportation 4 422
Tutoring | 28
Youth Leadership |o—d 164
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DERASES

Priority for Service

Migratory children/youth who are failing,

academic content standards and challenging State student academic achievement standards (A1-A10),
and whose education has been interrupted during the regular school year (B1-B4).

or at risk of failing, to meet the State’s challenging State

PRIORITY FOR SERVICE
CHILDREN/YOUTH

Priority For
Service
18%

Genera

PRIORITY FOR SERVICE
INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
PROVIDED

High School Credit Accrual t 4
350

0
F34

English as a Second Language
| Education Development Certificate

Prevention Education/Health

Math | 487
Portable Assisted Study Sequence | 0
Preschool | 8
Reading Language Arts 465
Science 351
Social Studies 382
Not Priority for Special Education | 0
Service Summer School 127
82%
Clothing 17
Guidance/Vocational Career Counseling... 123
Extended Day/Week Program d 174
Family Literacy 30
Health Services 85
High School Equivalency Program 0
Interpretation/Translation 267
Life Skills 16
Material Resources d 168
Nutrition ? 122
Other 36
Pre GED | 3
Referral i 175
Transportation d 200
Tutoring ¥ 6
Youth Leadership jussd 55
13



SERYASEDS

Out of School Youth (OSY)
Out of School Youth are migrant youth up through age 21 who are entitled to a free public education
in the State but are not currently enrolled in a K-12 institution.

OUT OF SCHOOL OUT OF SCHOOL YOUTH
YOUTH INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
osy PROVIDED

5%
High School Credit Accrual ﬁ 1

English as a Second Language | 0

General Education Development Certificate | 2

Prevention Education/Health | 0
Math | 0
Portable Assisted Study Sequence | 0

Reading Language Arts 2
Science | 0
Social Studies | 0

Summer School | 0

OUT OF SCHOOL YOUTH
SUPPORT SERVICES PROVIDED

Clothing 1
Guidance/Vocational Career Counseling... 7
Extended Day/Week Program 1
Family Literacy 1
Health Services 13
High School Equivalency Program 0
Interpretation/Translation 38
Life Skills 3
Material Resources | 67
Nutrition 9
Other E
Pre GED |l 12
Referral | 59
Transportation |Jessd 11

Tutoring | 7
Youth Leadership 0
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Title | Part C, Migrant Education Program
Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South, Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987
Phone (402) 471-3440
www.education.ne.gov/migrant
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