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Capitol Commission 
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

OCC Open House 
The Office of the Capitol Commission held an oRen house for Capitol occupants on 
June 25, 2009. The Open House was a way to celebrate the Office of the Capitol 
Commission's fifth anniversary and show Capitol occupants, elected officials and 
staff, the behind the scenes activities of OCC. During tlie three hour oRen house 
elected officials and their staff toured the basement shops. The tours began at the 
base of the south stair with a general orientation and continued in the custodial shoF' 
the carpentry and finish shops, the mason's shop, the maintenance shop, the Capito 
archives and grounds shop. 

Capitol Architect Tom Kaspar discusses the copper 
roof project with Court staff. 

Roger Frink, Machinist for OCC, opened his 
shop for Capitol staff. 

Staff attending the 
open house receive 

... a demonstration of 
Grounds Maintenence 
lift. The Grounds 
Maintenece staff use a 
variety of equipment 
to maintain the trees 
and turf at the many 
facilities for which 
they are responsible. 

------ --~--:-;-------- - - - --------

Conservation Supervisor Perry Shuman and 
Court of Appeals Justice William Cassel discuss 
the conservation program. 

Capitol Archivist Karen Wagner displayed a 
sampling of the items contained in tlie Capitol 
Collections. A maquette created by ElizaBeth 
Dolan for the Spirit of the Prairie mural hangs 
on the wall of the Archive. 

Facility Manager Brett Daugherty explains 
the storage and use of materials in the Mason's 
Shop to Senator Rich Pahls, his staff and others. 



Capitol Custodial and Grounds 
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

Custodial- ' 
-Five nights/week, 52 weeks/year OCC custodial staff cleans 70,000 sq. ft. of 

Preservation space. OCC oversees Service Master contract custodial 
services cleaning an additional 195,000 sq. ft. of adaptive use space daily_ 

-OCC staff annually provides intense cleaning for 8-12 office suites after 
construction renovation; in addition all carpet cleaning in the Capitol and 
specialty cleaning of exotic finishes in all preservation spaces 

-OCC staff manages recycling duties in the Capitol, primarily paper and 
cardboard, the recycle program since last year has doubled the amount of 
paper and cardboard recycled (approximately 90 tons per year) 

-OCC staff has all floor cleaning duties and has integrated the contract floor 
crew with in-house staff to produce results that meet or exceed contract 
requirements 

-OCC staff has started a floor renovation program to strip and refinish all 
perimeter floors on first and second floors 

Grounds-
-Daily maintenance of 1,886,981 square feet (43.32 acres) of landscape and 

hardscape by combined Office of the Capitol Commission and State Building 
Division grounds staff. 

-Planted four trees at the Governor's Residence 

-Put down 400 square yards of wood chip mulch around trees and shrubs 

-Grounds staff renovated the landscape at the NO TIC Center in Omaha, 
planting 42 roses, 83 native flowering plants, 50 ornamental grasses plus 
the installation of drip irrigation for watering 

-During December of 2008, grounds had over 700 staff hours removing 
ice/snow from 500,000 square feet of pavement. Seventeen pallets of Ice 
Melt weighing 41,650 pounds were used between December 19 and 24, 2008. 



CaJ)itol Custodial , 
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

Rotunda Floor Refinishing 
1. The marble floors of the Nebraska State Capitol were sealed and waxed for protection 

from excessive wear and damage over 20 years ago. Additional wax is applied 
annually to revive the floor's finish. Through the years the build up of wax has 
discolored and diminished the beauty of the marble and slate floors. Office of the 
Capitol Commission Custodial staff have been working on a floor renovation program 
to strip and refinish the floors on the first and second levels of the Capitol. Recently 
sections of the 2nd Floor Rotunda floor were refinished. 

4. The four layers of wax applied to the 
bare floor allow the true color and 
beauty of the marble to show through 
while protecting the marble from 
everyday traffic wear and damage. 

2. Stripping the floor to remove over 25 
years of wax requires an understanding 
of the chemistry of the stone and the 
finish material. It also involves patience 
and hard work. 

3. The stripped floor with bare marble 
prior to the application of a new coat 
of protective wax. 

5. The four striped and refinished 
areas around the bronze grilles 
stand out compared to the other 
areas of the Rotunda floor. 

--- -



Building Conservation-
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Restoration Activity-

-Fabricated seven new blinds units for the Clerk of the Courts 
-Cleaned, repaired and rehung all 160 tower blind units 
-Restored 87 blind units on 1st and 2nd floor 
-Repaired Court of Appeals bench edge and installed protective strip 
-Restored two sofas 
-Restored window and bench finishes in Old Senate Lounge Room #2230 
-Repaired water damage to Kittenger table in Old Senate Lounge #2230 
-Repaired finish on front entrance doors of Nebraska State Library 
-Restored desk for Administrative Services 
-Restored finish, upholstery and joinery of four Legislative Chamber 

swivel chairs 
-Restoration and renovation of Treasurer's Office and Legislative 

Offices 

Shop staff daily work-

-Assist on Copper Roof and Exterior Masonry Project 
-Fabricated and finished gift shop display and counter cabinets 
-Fabricated and installed catwalk system in southeast attic 
-Repaired windows in northwest quadrant roof level 
-Manufacture accessible ramp for Nebraska State Library 
-Machinist -Ongoing key program 

-Manufacture drapery and blind hardware 
-Manufacture parts for Gift Shop renovation 
-Manufacture pump parts for Maintenance Shop 

-Carpenter -Fabricated new cedar promenade deck barricades 
-Fabricated gift shop cabinetry 
-Fabricated new Peregrine Falcon nest box 

-Mason -Ongoing cleaning and repair of interior stone finishes 
-Removed graffiti from Capitol e~terior limestone surfaces 
-Repaired plaster in Treasurer's Office 
-Core and channel drilled floors and walls to precisely 

locate electric and communication boxes for upgrades in 
Treasurer and Legislative office renovations 

-Clean and repair slate, trim in office renovations 
-Repaired 400 feet of Capitol perimeter sidewalk' 



Building Conservation 
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

Capitol Blind Restoration 
1. During the past year, Conservation Staff restored 240 blinds, including all 160 in the tower. Staff 

fabricated 7 new blinds for use in the Court Clerk's office. Tower blinds had previously been 
restored by repainting mains and replacing slats. This year's tower blind restoration focused on 
cleaning the wooden components, repairing hardware and replacing tapes and cords. 

2. The restoration process begins when existing blinds 
are disassembled, 
stripped of paint and 
wood damage repaired. 
Blind mains are lightly 
sanded and re-painted, 
blind slats come pre 
pain ted. Original 
hardware is also stripped, 
rebuilt and repainted. 

3. 
Reassembly starts with hardware 
installation. Then tapes and 
cords are cut to length and 
attached to the blind rails; blind 
slats are added to achieve the 
desired height. Once blinds are 
assembled they are tested to see 

that all components work properly. During the restoration 
process any original components replaced and not reused 
are archived. New blinds are fabricated with compatible 
materials to original dimensions. In the final step, blinds are 
returned to service in Capitol windows and office staff are 
briefed on proper blind operation and function. 

4. 
Life expectancy of Capitol blinds is generally determined by 
sun exposure and sun degradation. Blinds on the south and 
west faces of the Capitol age faster and may need tapes and 
cords replaced every 10 to 15 years, those on the east and north may not need repair for up to 40 years. 
To increase blind life, new replacement slats have a UV coating and should last considerably longer 
than the original ones. 



Capitol Tours and Special Events 
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Tours-
During the past year over 1600 tours were given. 

-22,000 school children during Spring, 2009 
-Over 90,000 total visitors in Capitol 
-Special tours for guests of Executive, Legislative and Judicial 

branches, Mayor's Committee for International Friendship, 
groups traveling with US State Department, classes from 
colleges across Nebraska to meet curriculum needs, art and 
architecture tours, pre-school and day care tours 

Special Events-

• I~I ..... 

. , ... :'c:" 

-18 News Conferences 
-47 Wedding events 
-25 Rallies/Events on the Capitol Grounds 
-33 Displays, First Floor Rotunda, State or Non-Profit Sponsored 
-8 Concerts, Second Floor Rotunda 

Music in Our Schools Concert Series 
-9 Capitol Dining Room Events, Private Vendor 
-23 Rotunda Ceremonies, including: 

Martin Luther King Ceremony 
Chief Standing Bear Ceremony 
State Bar Association Swearing In Ceremony 
Governor's Employee/Supervisor of the Year Ceremony 
Girl Scouts Award Ceremony 
Department of Education Vocational Education Awards 

-6 speciallightings of Capitol 



Capitol Tours and Special Events 
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

Rotunda Ceremonies 
The Rotunda of the Nebraska State Capitol is used for a variety of ceremonies and 
programs throughout the year. Annual programs include the Bar Induction Ceremony, 
the Governor's Employee, Manager and Supervisor of the Year Ceremony, Youth Art 
Awards Ceremony and the Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony. Office of the Capitol 
Commission staff set up chairs, stage platforms, podium and the public address system to 
meet the needs of these different programs. 

In May the Commission 
on Indian Affairs sponsors 
the Chief Standing Bear 
Commemoration Ceremony 
in the Rotunda to celebrate 
the anniversary of Standing 
Bear's birth. 

The first week in June brings the 
annual Girls and Boys State events to 
the Capitol rotunda. Below, the Girls 
State participants can be seen in the 
final program announcing the results 
of the mock elections of statewide 
officers. 

On September 3, 2009, Governor Dave Heineman 
~oke (luring a program where the Ground Zero 
tlag was displayecfin the Capitol Rotunda. The 
Ground Zero Flag was brougbt to Nebraska by the 
U.S. Emergency Chaplains Corps and New York 
City FirefIghters. 

--:---~----------- -- .

... 



Capitol Collections Program-
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

Program Activity· 

"Completed the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission grant: 

"Project Archivist continues to enter vocabulary to expand data 
search capabilities 

-Worked on grant identified collection items needing further physical 
processing or description 

-Expanded descriptions of materials in the database using volunteer 
staff 

"Worked to organize, computerize and incorporate image collection 
into database 

-Processing large collection of original stone and marble shop drawings from 
Sunderland Bros. Company of Omaha; flattening folded drawings to ease 
access for future cataloging, storage and addition to database 

-Converting present inventory of historic furnishings to Past Perfect system 
-Imported, converted and edited NIS data to new format; tested data 

transfer process successfully 
-Expanded use of Past Perfect to include other aspects of collection, 

light fixtures, photographs and tracking donations and acquisitions 

New materials added to our collections: 
. Number of donors: 4 

Number of items donated: 17 
Total nUITtber of OCC purchases: 9 
Examples of items added to the collections: 

"Nebraska Capitol Competition Architects Design Plates from 
Architectural Review, 1920 

"Preliminary drawings showing early design development of Capitol 
-Oral history interview with woman, who grew up near Capitol, 
copied photographs of Capitol taken by her photographer father 



Maintenance and Preventative Maintenance 
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Shop staff daily work-
-daily rounds to inspect equipment for proper operation 
-hot/ cold calls from Capitol occupants, lights out calls 
-sound system and electrical for Capitol events 
·seasonal heating/cooling change, work on steam and chilled water 

system pneumatic controls 

Preventative Maintenance Work Orders 
-check and replace filters, grease motor and fan bearings, check 

belts for air handlers 
-tear down and inspect hot water boilers 
-service air compressors for pneumatic system 
-inspect electrical system in Capitol 
-clean and inspect special A/C units in server and hearing rooms 
-clean and inspect all roof drains semi-annually 
-inspect exterior lighting weekly to insure safety and security 
-re-Iamp Capitol chandeliers 

2009 Maintenance Special Projects Completed 
-install new electrical and lighting in renovated areas on 2nd floor NW 

Treasurer and Legislative offices 
-relocate and rework ducts in 3rd floor attic space to accommodate 

new roof drains installed during roof project 
-installed new electrical circuits in gift shop 
-rework lighting and electrical for new storage room built in NW 

basement tunnel area 
-completed demolition of electrical and plumbing in renovated 

emergency operation center (EOC) in Capitol basement 
-assisted in all Capitol interior and exterior renovation projects 



Capitol Project Status Report 
Office of the Capitol Commission 

Project: Capitol Exterior Masonry Restoration & Roof Project 

Date: N9vember 12, 2009 

Project Number: 199602.a ------'----

Start Date: Jul, 1, 1997 Anticipated Completion Date: December 31, 2010 

Revenue Source: Legislative Appropriation & Federal SAT Grant Project Budget: $S7.4 Million 

Consultants: Bahr Vermeer Haecker ArchitectslWiss Janney Elstner Associ~tes 

Contractor: Mark I Restoration Company (Midland Engineering- Copper Roofing Subcontractor) 

Pr~ect~ger:_B_o_b_Ri~·p_le~y _______________________________ __ 

Project Narrative: 

This multi-phased, multi-year project involves the stabilization, reconstruction and restoration of the exterior 
weatherproof envelope of the Capitol. The project was originally scheduled to require five separate phases 
and eight years to complete. However, due to the number of concealed conditions discovered during the first 
three phases of work, the project schedule and work sequencing were modified to meet available funding. 
The tower (phase n, dome (phase In and north entrance staircase and wing walls (phase lID were started in 
January, 1999 and completed November, 2002. 

Fall 2002, the contractor moved his forces from the tower area to the south entrance to begin work dis
mantling and reconstructing this building area. The scope of activities for this entrance included 1) four 
retaining walls (one flanking each side of the basement driveways), 2) dual granite staircases and stone 
balasters leading to the pronlenade, 3) "stitching" the two inner retaining walls together with a post-tensioning 
system, 4) constructing new reinforced concrete core walls for the outer retaining walls to replace original soft 
brick and S) reinstalling original·stone veneer over the new concrete core walls. The south entrance is 
complete. The east and west staging yards at this entrance will remain until completion of the 4th floor parapet 
walls in the spring 2006. Once removed, these yards and south entrance will be restored per the Capitol 
Landscape Restoration Master Plan. 

Summer 2003, the contractor was authorized to dismantle and reconstruct the 4th floor parapet walls and north 
cardinal'pavilion parapets above the 'K' Street entrance. Based on consultant recommendations this work was 
completed prior to commencing restoration of the north cardinal pavilion, the west building entrance and west 
chamber area and east building entrance. Construction access was by way of a bridge and gantries from the 
crane in the south yard to the base of the tower at Sth floor. This work was completed on schedule July 200S. 
Due to a significa:ilt increase in water infiltration on the west building transcept (West Legislative Chamber) 
·masonry repair to parapet walls of this chamber was moved to next priority which began June '06. ' 

Work on constructing a roof paver system for the four quadrants of the 4th Fir which began fall of200S with 
fabrication of pavers through the winter in the Capitol basement was completed on schedule at the end of 
March '06. At that time work on the north pavilion masonry parapet restoration involving nearly twice as 
much masonry deconstruction as initially anticipated was restarted and was completed June IS, 2006. The 
same day the tower crane was moved to the new west construction yard immediately north of the west 
entrance walk. 



Capitol Exterior & Masonry Restoration Projects 
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Work on the west transcept involved the exterior walls of the west legislative chamber (Unicameral Chamber) 
and the west entrance and exterior stair assembly. Deconstruction of the upper parapet walls revealed a slight 
outward bow in both the north and south walls of this chamber which has been determined by the consultants 
to be of little structural concern. Some correction of this misalignment was made during reconstruction of this 
masonry parapet in Septe~ber, 2006 . Deconstruction of the promenade level landing above the ground floor 
west entrance arch began and has revealed why all voussoirs of this large rusticated arch have cracked. Dis
assembly, installation of new membrane waterproofing and reassembly of the grani~ staircases of the entire 
west promenade exterior stair case (except for concrete stair and landing slabs) was also undertaken in this 
work. A 32 year veteran of the stonecarving yard at the Indiana Limestone Company visited the site and 
made arrangements for shipping these damaged stones to the Bedford quarry in December, 2006. The 
replacement voussoirs and reconstruction of the exterior staircase were completed in June 2007 on schedule. 

The scope of work remaining through final completion in 2010 includes 1) dismantling and reconstruction of 
the east entrance, tUckpointing of the East Chamber and Lounge, 2) masonry re-pointing of the NE courtyard 
walls and the north building elevation, and 3) copper roof replacement on the east half of the building base. 

Masonry restoration involving stone patching and tuck-pointing is complete in the NW, SW and SE 
Courtyards with the NE Courtyard about 25% complete at this time. Work in the NE Courtyard will be 
resumed after completion of the East Entrance reconstruction. The brick in the parapet walls of the East 
Chamber and Lounge were reconstructed during the month of October 09. The work rebuilding the East 
Entrance was begun in September, 2009 after the crane was relocated from the south to the east yard, and is 
expected to require until May, 2010 to complete. Completion of the tuckpointing in the NE courtyard and on 
the north building elevation will begin after the East Entrance is complete with the final phase of masonry 
work to be completed December, 2010. 

Work on the copper roof replacement began October, 2007 starting with the West Legislative Chamber and 
Lounge by subcontractor, Midland Engineering of South Bend, Indiana. The Chamber and Lounge roofs and 
the NW Quadrant roof were completed in spring 2008. Roof work has followed the masonry repair to the SW 
Courtyard which was 35% complete the end of 2008 (upper batten roof area). The SW Quadrant was 
completed in August, 2009 along with the South Transcept roof over the main reading room of the Library. 

Reroofing of the South Pavilion & the north and west sides of the SE quadrant began in August and are 
currently 99% & 100% complete, respectively. At this time the lower east and south roof sections of the SE 
quadrant are about 30% complete and the East Transcept (Chamber) roof is about 20% complete. SE 
Quadrant and East TransceptlLounge roofs will continue until weather stops it for the season. Although 
weather this fall during October was unseasonably cold slowing roof work, completion of the entire roof 
p!Oj~ is scheduled to close-out in calendar 201 O. Thep.roj~ remains on schedule and within appropriation. 



Capitol Project Status Report -
Office of the Capitol Commission Date: November 12, 2009 

Project: Capitol Original Furniture Restoration Project Project Number: _2_00_5_0_5 ____ _ 

Start Date: March 2006 Anticipated Completion Date: Fall Qf2009 

Revenue So~ce: Legislative Appropriation (901 Fund) 

Consultants: Elizabeth Lahikainen. and Associates 

Contractor: Elizabeth Lahikainen and Associates and OCC shop staff 

Project Budget: $240,000.00 

Project Manager: _T_o_m_K_as--41p'--ar __________________________ _ 

Project Narrative: 

At the present time 50% of the original 70 plus year old custom seating for the Hearing Room is out of service 
due to deteriorated and damaged leather upholstery. This project is the first phase of a two phase project 
involving the custom replication of embossed polychrome leather, hardware and fringe for the Chief 
Councilor's chair, 6 councilors' chairs and 48 gallery chairs. The second phase of work will involve the re
upholstery of the chairs with a new, lower impact upholstery attachment system and overall chair frame 
inspection and repair. 

Leather for the 48 gallery chairs has been received by our Consultant in her Salem, Massachusetts studio. 
This leather has been inspected and forwarded on to the Capitol shops. Patterns for the remaining chair work 
have been reviewed and after approval of embossed leather samples, the contractor is scheduled to complete 
all leather work in 2009. Hardware and trim elements for the remaining chair types are also being developed 
at this time. 

Replication of missing decorative upholstery nails was completed in August. Design and fabrication of 
replacement fringe is underway. Gallery chairs presently in storage have had their upholstery removed in 
preparation for frame and finish repairs. 



Capitol Project Status Report 
Office of the Capitol Commission Date: November 12, 2009 

Project: Capitol Tower Elevator Renovation Project Number: 200706 --------

Start Date: August 28, 2003 Anticipated Completion Date: 2010 --------

Revenue Source: Joint Funds 309 Task Force & Capital Construction Project Budget: _S ___ 3_.5_M ____ _ 

Consultants: Alvine Engineering 

Contractor: 

Project Manager: _B_o_b_Ri __ ·p_le,;...:r.. y ___________________________ _ 

Project Narrative: 

The 309 Task Force previously funded a study for the Capitol tower elevators which was completed in 
November of2006 by Alvine Engineering and is on file. The study identified many types of problems with 
the elevators, including many safety issues. The elevators continue to have leveling problems and excessive 
force door closing problems. The life cycle analysis identified much of the elevator equipment has minimal 
useful life remaining and in many cases, equipment has far exceeded it's useful life expectancy .. 

The existing structure contains multiple historic architectural features and structural limitations, which may 
limit the available options for complying with the current ADA accessibility standards, and minimum code 
requirements of the Safety Code for Elevators. We contracted with Alvine Engineering for the design of this 
project. Alvine is the prime consultant comprising a team with Babr, Vermeer, Haecker Architects and the 
vertical transportation consultant, VDA . . 

The intent of this project is to improve the safety and reliability of the four tower elevators. A major 
component of this project is replacement of the old logic relay elevator controls. Cab modificications are 
expected to be minima1. 

We are involved the design phase, including meetings with State Elevator Inspector and State Fire Marshall's 
Office for code variance considerations. The design process is continuing to progress on schedule. 

Construction documents are approximately 95% complete. We continue to review the comments and 
implement requirements and suggestions from our meetings with the State Elevator Inspector and State Fire 
Marshal. Project team members are coordinating their designs. Work is progressing on technical 
specifications. 



Capitol Project Status Report 
Office of the Capitol Commission 

Project: Rotunda Column Stabilization Study 

Start Date: Fall 2007 ------------------------
Revenue Source: Legislative Appropriation (901 Fund) 

Consultants: Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. 

Contractor: 

Date: November 12, 200~ 

Project Number: 200709 -------

Anticipated Completion Date: March 2009 

Project Budget: $20,000.00 

Project Manager: _T_o_m_Kas---olp ....... ar __________________________ _ 

Project Narrative: 

This project involves the monitoring of visible cracks on the back side of the south column flanking the West 
Legislative Chamber entrance from the Rotunda. The column is not structural but it is recommended by our 
engineering consultant to monitor the cracks to see if any movement or deterioration can be detected. The 
consultant will map the locations of the cracks, identify ends of the cracks and install motion recording 
monitors across the cracks. Recording information from the monitors will take a minimum of one year to 
detect any movement brought on by deterioration or seasonal change. Motion recording monitors were 
installed on December 12,2007. 

The condition of this column generated correspondence between the Architect and the Supplier during the 
original construction period. It remains today as it was originally installed. The contract amount with WJE is 
for $9,100.00. Remainder of project budget is for potential stabilization and repairs as detennined by the 
consultant's report. 

WJE reviewed the motion recording monitors in mid August and is now in the process of preparing a final 
report and recommendations to the Office of the Capitol Commission. 



Capitol Project Status Report 
Office of the Capitol Commission 

Project: Treasurer and Legislative Offices, Gift Shop Reno. 2009 

Date: November 12,2009 

Project Number: 200902 -------

Start Date: June 2009- Anticipated Completion Date: October 2009 ---------------------------
Revenue Source: Legislative Appropriation (901 Fund) 

Consultants: In-house staff 

Contractor: Kingery Construction Company, et al. 

Project Budget: $375,000.00 

Project Manager: _T_o_m_K_as_p'--aI _____________________________ _ 

Project Narrative: 

Drawing and specifications were prepared for this next phase of office interior renovation in early 2009. 
Starting in June, at the end of the Legislative Session, work began on four offices in the State Treasurer's suite 
and two Senators' suites (four offices) with an alternate for additional work in another Senator's suite. Work 
is scheduled to be completed by October of 2009. 

Favorable bids were received on Friday May 29th with Kingery Construction Company submitting a low bid 
of $239,200.00. Alternates were accepted for the renovation of an additional Legislative suite and the gift 
shop suite on 1st floor. The Office of the Capitol Commission is working with the Nebraska State Historical 
Society Foundation to develop a new gift shop operation for this space, due to be completed in the fall of 
2009. 

Relocation of office staff and furniture was completed in mid June. Carpet has been removed from all project 
areas and paint stripping is underway in the Treasurer's suite. The installation of a lavatory cabinet and the 
relocation of an office pass door are in development stage. 

As of mid October base bid work is 90% complete in the Treasurer's suite. Additional work was requested 
and approved for the renovation of one additional office and an interior corridor in the suite. This additional 
work will capitalize on the contractor's presence in 'the building and prevent future relocation of staff. 

Senators and their staff returned to suites 2011 and 2015 on October 28. Plaster repairs are complete in 
Legislative suite 1107 including repairs for the relocation of an office pass door. After acceptable plaster 
curing time, painting is anticipated to start the second week in November.. Completion of the suite is planned 
for late November. 

Painting was completed in the gift shop suite on October 23rd. Shop staff from the Office of the Capitol 
Commission (OCC) started to set display cabinetry the week of October 26th

• The "Landmark Store" is 
scheduled to open on November 19th

• 



Capitol Project Status Report 
Office of the Capitol Commission 

Project: Dolan Mural Conservation, State Law Library 

Date: November 12, 2009 

Project Number: 200904 -------
Start Date: _M---..I!ay~2_0_0_9 __________ Anticipated Completion Date: _Jul---'yL--20_0_9 ___ _ 

Revenue Source: Le~slative A~l!roEriation (~O 1 Fundl 

Consultants: 

Project Budget: $135,000.00 

. Contractor: Anne Rosenthal Fine Art Conservation and Architectural Conservation Services, et al. 
"~ - -

Project Manager: _T_o_m_K_as_p~ar __________________________ _ 

Project Narrative: 

This project involves an initial assessment of condition by Conservator Anne Rosenthal followed by the 
removal and reinstallation of the Dolan mural located on the north wall of the library above the entrance. 
Andrew Ladygo of Architectural Conservation Services inspected and rebuilt the plaster substrate upon which 
the mural was reattached. 

The Elizabeth Dolan mural titled "Spirit of the Prairie" was painted by this local artist in 1930. Dolan offered 
her services to paint the Inural as a free offering to the state as long as the Capitol Commission, overseeing the 
construction of the Capitol, provided her canvas and paint. It was discovered as early as 1975 that areas of 
canvas on the upper half of the mural were starting to detach from the plaster substrate~ In the late 19908 
additional release of canvas started in the lower half of the mural above the entrance to the library. 

The mural was removed from the wall niche during the week of May 25. Preliminary inspection of the plaster 
showed that the topping coat or white coat was installed in two very thin layers. The bonding of these two 
layers failed causing delamination of the plaster that released the canvas from the wall. The overall condition 
of the mural is very gQod. The Conservators scraped dry adhesive and plaster from the back of the canvas in 
preparation for reinstallation. 

In late June the Conservators decided to remove all of the original top coat plaster as they questioned its 
integrity for the long term. A new plaster top coat was applied in early July. A revised schedule for the 
project was developed with priming and lining the new plaster surface on August 2nd and installing the mural 
on the 6th .. 

The mural was successfully hung on August 6th using registration marking points applied to the mural and 
surrounding wall surfaces prior to removing the mural. After the canvas adhesive dried, Conservator 
Rosenthal removed reinforcing fabric from the single seam and numerous areas of impasto (very thick paint). 
Paint repairs were completed and scaffold was removed in mid August. A final report is being prepared by 
the Conservator at this time .. 



Mural Restoration 
Office of the Capitol Commission November 2008-2009 

State Library Mural Restoration 
Office of the Capitol Commission staff assisted fine art conservator Anne Rosenthal with 
preparation and heavy lifting during the restoration of the Elizabeth Dolan mural in the 
Nebraska State Library. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

Staff fabricated the tube used to support the canvas 
during the many steps involved in removing, cleaning and 
replacing the mural. 

Staff was called upon to help support the weight of the mural as 
first the bottom and then the top sections were released from 
the rlaster wall. Once the lower section was free of the wall, 
staf installed bracing to keep the canvas from dropping as the 
upper section was separated from the wall. Staff tfien tielped 
roll the canvas onto the tube. 

The mural hung from the tube allowing conservators to clean the 
plaster from the back. The mural was placed on a special floor 
work surface for flattening. OCC staff put down the floor and built 
a bridge platform which allowed conservators full access the the 
center of the canvas. 

4. 

Once the mural was 
clean and flat OCC 
staff helped reroll 
the mural onto the 
tube in preRaration 
for lifting it back 
onto the scaffold 
for reattachment. 
The conservators relied on OCC staff to hold 
the heavy canvas while they positioned the 
mural within the niche. 

5. 

With the mural 
returned to position 
and the conservator 
set up to complete the 
restoration process, 
Capitol staff can walk 
away from a job well 
done. Thanks to their 
contributions the 
mural conservation 
went as smooth as 
possible. 

OCC staff hold 
the mural 
canvas away 
from the wall 
as conservators 
prepare the 
walland 
canvas for final 
attachment. 




